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PREFACE. 


At  the  close  of  the  Deep-sea  Dredging  Expeditions 
which  had  been  undertaken  by  the  Admiralty  at  the 
instance  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  during 
the  years  1868, 1869,  and  1870,  it  was  thought  right 
that  those  who  had  been  entrusted  with  their  scien- 
tific direction  should,  in  addition  to  their  official 
reports,  lay  before  the  general  public  some  account 
of  their  proceedings  with  the  objects ; — first,  of  show- 
ing, if  possible,  that  the  value  of  the  additions  which 
had  been  made  to  human  knowledge  justified  the 
liberality  of  Government  in  acceding  to  the  request 
of  the  Council  of  the  Itoyal  Society,  and  placing 
means  at  their  disposal  to  carry  out  the  desired 
researches ;  and,  secondly,  of  giving  such  a  popular 
outline  of  the  remarkable  results  of  our  work  as 
might  stimulate  general  interest,  and  induce  those 
who  have  the  proclivities  and  the  opportunity,  to 
penetrate  farther  into  the  new  and  strange  region 
on  whose  borders  we  have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
have  been  among  the  first  to  encroach. 


It  was  originaUy  intended  that  the  general  account 
should  have  heen  a  joint  production,  each  of  us  con- 
tributing his  part.  There  were  difficulties,  however, 
in  the  way  of  this  arrangement.  We  were  all  fully 
occupied  with  other  matters,  and  the  amount  of 
communication  and  correspondence  between  us,  re- 
quired to  carry  out  the  plan  of  joint  authorship, 
seemed  likely  to  prove  a  cumbrous  complication. 

It  was  therefore  decided  that  quoad  the  popular 
exposition  I  should  take  upon  myself  the  office  of 
*  reporter,'  and  thus  it  comes  about  that  I  am  indi- 
vidually and  solely  responsible  for  the  opinions  and 
statements  contained  in  this  hook,  save  where  they 
are  included  within  quotation  marks,  or  their  sources 
otherwise  acknowledged. 

Since  we  began  these  deep-sea  investigations, 
inquiries  have  come  in  from  all  quarters,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  as  to  the  implements  and  methods 
which  we  employ.  To  supply  the  desired  informa- 
tion, I  have  described,  in  detail,  the  processes  both 
of  sounding  and  dredging;  and  I  hope  that  the 
special  chapters  on  these  matters — the  result  of 
considerable  experiencc^may  be  found  useful  to 
beginners. 

I  pretend  to  no  special  knowledge  of  physics,  and 
I  ghould  have  greatly  preferred  CM3n6ning  myself  to 
the  domain  of  Biology,  my  own  ])roper  jirovinee ; 
hut  certain  physical  questions  raised  during  our  late 
explorntions  have  so  great  importance  in  relation  to 


the  distribution  of  Itring  beings,  and  have  of  late 
been  brought  into  so  great  prominence  by  Dr.  Car- 
penter, that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  avoid 
giving  my  earnest  consideration  to  their  general 
bearings  on  Physical  Geography,  and  forming  decided 
opinions,  which,  I  regret  to  say,  do  not  altogether 
coincide  with  those  of  Dr.  Carpenter.  The  chief 
points  on  which  my  friend  and  I  '  agree  to  differ ' 
are  discussed  in  the  chapter  on  the  Gulf-stream. 

It  was  at  first  my  intention  that  appendices  should 
be  added  to  the  different  chapters,  containing  lists 
and  scientific  descriptions  of  the  animal  forms  which 
were  observed.  This  it  was  found  impossible  to  ac- 
complish, chiefly  on  account  of  the  large  number  of 
undescribed  species  which  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  experts  who  undertook  the  examination  of  the 
several  groups.  I  am  not  sure  that,  even  if  it  had 
been  possible  to  furnish  them  in  time,  such  lists 
would  have  been  altogether  an  appropriate  addition 
to  what  is  intended  merely  as  a  popular  preliminary 
sketch. 

The  metrical  system  of  measurement,  and  the 
centigrade  thermometer  scale,  have  been  adopted 
throughout  the  volume.  The  metrical  system  is  pro- 
bably familiar  to  most  of  my  readers.  In  case  the 
centigrade  notation,  which  comes  in  very  frequently 
owing  to  the  frequent  discussion  of  questions  of  the 
distribution  of  temperature,  should  not  be  equally 
familiar,  a   comparative  scale,   embodying  those  of 


Fahrcnlieit,  Celsius,  and  lloau 
mur,  is  introduced  for  com- 
parison. 

My  various  sources  of  infor- 
mation, and  the  friendly  as- 
sistance I  have  received  on  all 
hands  during  the  progress  of 
our  work,  are  acknowledged,  so 
far  as  possible,  in  the  test. 
1  need  here  only  renew  my 
thanks  to  Staff- Commander 
May  and  the  officers  of  the 
'Lightning,'  and  Captain  Cal- 
ver  and  the  officers  of  the 
'Porcupine,'  without  whose 
hearty  sympathy  and  co-ope- 
ration our  task  could  never 
have  been  satisfactorily  accom- 
plished ;  to  my  colleagues,  Dr. 
Carpenter,  F.II.S.,  and  Mr. 
Gwyn  Jeffreys,  F.R.S.,  who 
liave  cordially  assisted  me  in 
every  way  in  their  power;  and 
to  the  naturalists  into  whose 
,  hands  the  animals  of  various 
classes  were  placed  for  descrip- 
tion and  study, — the  Kcv.  A. 
Merle  Norman,  Professor  Kol- 
liker,  Dr.  Carter,  F.R-S.,  Dr. 
Allm«i,  F.R.S.,  Professor   Martin  Duacen,  F.R.S.. 


and  Di'.  M'Intosh,  for  information  coxirteously 
supplied. 

The  whole  of  the  illustrations  in  the  book — with 
the  exception  of  the  vignettes  of  F*roe  scenery  for 
which  I  am  indebted  to  the  accomplished  pencil  of 
Madame  Holten — are  by  my  friend  Mr.  J.  J.  Wild. 
I  need  scarcely  thank  him  for  the  admirable  way  in 
which  he  has  accomplished  his  task,  for  every  figure 
was  with  hiTTi  a  laboxxr  of  love,  and  I  almost  envy 
him  the  gratification  he  must  feel  in  the  result. 
To  Mr.  J.  D.  Cooper  I  owe  my  sincere  thanks  for 
the  singularly  faithful  and  artistic  rendering  of 
Mr.  Wild's  beautiful  drawings  on  the  wood-blocks. 

On  the  return  of  the  '  Porcupine '  from  her  last 
cruise,  so  much  interest  was  felt  in  the  bearings  of 
the  new  discoveries  upon  important  biological,  geo- 
logical, and  physical  problems,  that  a  representation 
was  made  to  Government  by  the  Council  of  the 
Royal  Society,  urging  the  despatch  of  an  expedition 
to  traverse  the  great  ocean  basins,  and  take  an  out- 
line survey  of  the  vast  new  field  of  research — the 
bottom  of  the  sea. 

Rear-Admiral  Richards,  C.B.,  P.R.S.,  the  Hydro- 
grapher  to  the  Navy,  warmly  supported  the  pro- 
posal, and  while  I  am  writing  a  noble  ship  is 
lying  at  Sheemess  equipped  for  scientific  research, 
under  his  wise  and  liberal  directions,  as  no  ship 
of  any  nation  was  ever  equipped  before. 


Tbe  scientific  staff  of  the  '  Cliallenjier '  are  well 
iiware  that  for  some  time  to  come  their  r6le  is  to 
work  and  not  to  talk ;  but  now,  on  the  eve  of  depar- 
ture, I  think  it  is  only  right  to  take  this  opiiortunity 
of  saying  that  nothing  has  been  left  undone  by  the 
Govei-ninent  to  ensure  tlie  success  of  the  undertaking, 
and  that  dire  misfortune  only  ought  to  prevent  our 
furnishing  a  valuable  return. 

C,  Wyville  Thomson. 
Kdinbukqh, 

DKevAer  2nd,  1872. 
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CHAPTER     I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  Qaestion  of  a  Bathjmetrical  Limit  to  Life. — The  general  Laws 
which  regulate  the  Geographical  Distributioii  of  Living  Beings. — 
Professor  Edward  Forbes'  Investigations  and  Views. — Specific 
Centres. — Eepresentative  Species. — Zoological  Provinces. — Bear- 
ings of  a  Doctrine  of  Evolution  upon  the  Idea  of  a  '  Species,* 
and  of  the  Laws  of  Distribution. — The  Circumstances  most  likely 
to  affect  Life  at  great  Depths  :  Pressure,  Temperature,  and  Absence 
of  Light. 

The  sea  covers  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  surface  of 
the  earth,  and,  until  within  the  last  few  years,  very 
little  was  known  with  anything  like  certainty  about 
its  depths,  whether  in  their  physical  or  their  biological 
relatione.  The  popular  notion  was,  that  after  arriving 
at  a  certain  depth  the  conditions  became  so  peculiar, 
so  entirely  different  from  those  of  any  portion  of  the 
earth  to  which  we  have  access,  as  to  preclude  any 
other  idea  than  that  of  a  waste  of  utter  darkness, 
subjected  to  such  stupendous  pressure  as  to  make  life 
of  any  kind  impossible,  and  to  throw  insuperable  diffi- 
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culties  in  the  way  of  any  attempt  at  investigation. 
Even  men  of  science  seemed  to  share  this  idea,  for 
they  gave  little  heed  to  the  apparently  well-authenti- 
cated instances  of  animals,  comparatively  high  in  the 
scale  of  life,  having  been  brought  up  on  sounding 
lines  from  great  depths,  and  welcomed  any  suggestion 
of  the  animals  having  got  entangled  when  swimming 
ou  the  surface,  or  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
observers.  And  this  was  strange,  for  every  other 
question  in  Physical  Geography  had  been  investi- 
gated by  scientific  men  with  consummate  patience 
and  energy.  Every  gap  in  tlie  noble  little  army  of 
martyrs  striving  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  know- 
ledge in  the  wilds  of  Australia,  ou  the  Zambesi, 
or  towards  the  North  or  South  Pole,  was  struggled 
for  by  earnest  volunteers,  and  still  the  great  ocean 
slumbering  beneath  the  moon  covered  a  region 
apparently  as  inaccessible  to  man  as  the  '  mare 
Bcrenitatis.' 

A  lew  years  ago  the  bottom  of  the  sea  was  required 
for  the  purpose  of  telegraphic  communication,  and 
practical  men  mapped  out  the  bed  of  the  North 
Atlantic,  and  devised  ingenious  methods  of  ascertain- 
ing the  nature  of  the  material  covering  the  bottom. 
Tliey  laid  a  telegraphic  cable  across  it,  and  the 
cable  got  broken  and  they  went  back  to  the  spot  and 
fished  up  the  end  of  it  easily,  from  a  depth  of  nearly 
two  miles. 

It  bad  long  been  a  question  with  naturalists  whether 
it  might  m)t  be  possible  to  dredge  the  bottom  of  the 
sea  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  to  send  down  water- 
bottles  and  registering  instruments  to  settle  finally 
the  question  of  a  '  zero  of  animal  life,'  and  to  deter- 
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mine  with  precision  the  composition  and  temperature 
of  sea-water  at  great  depths.  An  investigation  of  this 
kind  is  beyond  the  ordinary  limits  of  private  enter- 
prise. It  requires  more  power  and  sea  skill  than 
naturalists  can  usually  command.  When,  however, 
in  the  year  1868,  at  the  instance  of  my  colleague 
Dr.  Carpenter  and  myself,  with  t!ie  effective  support 
of  the  present  Hydrographer  to  the  Navy,  who  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  scientific  aspects  of  his 
profession,  we  had  placed  at  our  disposal  by  the 
Admiralty  sufficient  power  and  skill  to  make  the 
experiment,  we  found  that  we  could  work,  not  with 
so  much  ease,  but  with  as  much  certainty,  at  a  depth 
of  600  fathoms  as  at  100 ;  and  in  1869  we  carried 
the  operations  down  to  2,435  fathoms,  14,610  feet, 
nearly  three  statute  miles,  with  perfect  success. 

Dredging  in  such  deep  water  was  doubtless  very 
trying.  Each  haul  occupied  seven  or  eight  hours ; 
and  during  the  whole  of  that  time  it  demanded  and 
received  the  most  anxious  care  on  the  part  of  our 
commander,  who  stood  with  his  hand  on  the  pulse  of 
the  accumulator,  ready  at  any  moment,  by  a  turn  of 
the  paddles,  to  ease  any  undue  strain.  The  men, 
stimulated  and  encouraged  by  the  cordial  interest 
taken  by  their  officers  in  our  operations,  worked 
willingly  and  well ;  but  the  labour  of  taking  upwards 
of  three  miles  of  rope  coming  up  with  a  heavy  strain, 
from  the  surging  drum  of  the  engine,  was  very  severe. 
The  rope  itself,  '  hawser-laid,'  of  the  best  Italian 
hemp,  2J  inches  in  circumference,  with  a  breaking 
strain  of  2^  tons,  looked  frayed  out  and  worn,  as  if  it 
could  not  have  been  trusted  to  stand  tliis  extraordinary 
ordeal  much  longer. 
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Still  the  thing  is  possible,  antl  it  must  be  done 
again  and  again,  as  the  years  pass  on,  by  naturalists 
of  all  nations,  working  with  improving  machinery, 
and  with  ever-increasing  knowledge.  For  the  bed  of 
the  deep  sea,  the  140,000,000  of  square  miles  which 
we  have  now  added  to  tlie  legitimate  field  of  Natural 
History  research,  is  not  a  barren  waste.  It  is  inhabited 
by  a  fauna  more  rich  and  varied  on  account  of  the 
enormous  extent  of  the  area,  and  with  the  organisms 
in  many  cases  apparently  even  more  elaborately  and 
delicately  formed,  and  more  exquisitely  beautiful  in 
their  soft  shades  of  colouring  and  in  the  rainbow-tints 
of  their  wonderful  phosphorescence,  than  the  fauna 
of  the  well-known  belt  of  shallow  water  teeming  with 
innumerable  invertebrate  forms  which  fringes  the 
land.  And  the  forms  of  these  hitherto  unknown 
living  beings,  and  their  mode  of  life,  and  their  rela- 
tions to  other  organisms  whether  living  or  extinct, 
and  the  phenomena  and  laws  of  their  geographical 
distribution,  must  be  worked  out. 

The  late  Professor  Edward  Forbes  appears  to  have 
been  the  first  who  undertook  the  systematic  study  of 
Marine  Zoology  with  special  reference  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  marine  animals  in  space  and  in  time.  After 
making  himself  well  acquainted  with  the  fauna  of 
the  Britisli  seas  to  the  depth  of  about  200  fathoms  by 
dredging,  and  by  enlisting  the  active  co-operation  of 
his  friends — among  whom  wo  find  MacAndrew,  Barlee, 
Gwyn  JetlVeys,  William  Thompson,  Robert  Ball,  and 
many  others,  entering  enthusiastically  into  the  new 
field  of  Natural  History  iuquirj' — in  the  year  18H 
Forbes  joini-d  ('apt.  (iraves,  who  was  at  that  time  in 
command  of  the  Mediterranean  Survey,  as  naturalist. 
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During  about  eighteen  months  he  studicid  with  the 
utmost  care  the  conditions  of  the  jEgean  and  its 
shores,  and  conducted  upwards  of  one  hundred 
dredging  operations  at  depths  varying  from  1  to  130 
fathoms.  In  1843  he  communicated  to  the  Cork 
meeting  of  the  British  Association  an  elaborate  report 
on  the  MoUusca  and  Radiata  of  the  ^Egean  Sea,  and 
on  their  distribution  considered  as  bearing  on  Geology.' 
Three  years  later,  in  1846,  be  published  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  '  Memoirs  of  the  Geological  Survey  of 
Great  Britain,'  a  most  valuable  memoir  upon  the 
Connection  between  the  existing  Fauna  and  Flora  of 
the  British  Isles,  and  the  geological  Changes  which 
have  affected  their  Area,  especially  during  the  Epoch 
of  the  Northern  Drift.'  In  the  year  1859  appeared 
the  Natural  History  of  the  European  Seas  by  the  late 
Professor  Edward  Forbes,  edited  and  continued  by 
Robert  Godwin  Austen.'  In  the  first  hundred  pages 
of  this  little  book,  Forbes  gives  a  general  outline  of 
some  of  the  more  important  of  his  views  with  regard 

'  Report  on  the  Mollusca  and  Hadiata  of  the  jf^gean  Sea,  and  ou 
their  Distribution,  considered  as  bearing  on  Geology.  By  Edward 
Forbee,F.LS.,iL'W.S..  Professor  of  Botany  in  King's  College,  London. 
(Report  of  the  Thirteenth  Meeting  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science;  held  at  Cork  in  August  1643.     London,  1844.) 

*  On  the  Connection  between  the  Distribution  of  tbe  existing  Fauna 
and  Flora  of  tbe  British  Isles  and  the  geological  Changes  which  have 
affected  their  Area,  especially  during  the  Epoch  of  the  Northern  Drift 
By  Edward  Forbes,  F.R.8.,  L.S.,  G.S.,  Professor  of  Botany  at  King's 
College,  London ;  Palceontotogist  to  the  Geological  Survey  of  tbe 
United  Kingdom.  (Memoirs  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Great  Britain, 
vol.  i.     London,  1846.) 

'  The  Natural  History  of  the  European  Seas,  by  the  late  Professor 
Edward  Forbes,  F.R.S.,  &c.  Edited  and  continued  by  Robert  Godwin 
AaiUn,  F.R  8.     I»ndon,  1859. 
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to  tlio  tlisti'ibuHon  of  mavinu  forms.  Tlie  rejuaiuder 
of  Iho  book  is  a  ooiitiuufttion  by  liis  frieud  Mr.  Godwin 
Austen,  for  before  it  was  finished  an  early  death  had 
cut  slioi't  llie  career  of  the  most  accomplished  and 
original  imturnlist  t>f  his  time. 

I  will  give  ft  brief  sketch  of  the  general  results 
to  which  Forbes  was  k>d  by  his  labours,  and  I  shall 
have  to  point  out  hereafter,  that  although  we  arc 
now  inclined  to  look  somewhat  ditTcrently  on  certain 
very  Amdameutal  points,  ai\d  although  recent  inves- 
tigations with  hotter  appUant^s  and  more  extended 
experience  have  iuvalidate<l  many  of  bis  conclusions, 
to  Korbos  is  due  the  credit  of  having  been  the  first  to 
treat  those  questions  in  a  broad  philosophical  sense, 
and  to  point  out  that  the  only  means  of  acquiring  a 
true  kuowUnlge  of  Iho  rationale  of  the  distribution  of 
our  present  fauna,  is  to  make  ourselves  acqnaiuteil 
with  its  history,  to  connect  the  present  with  the  past. 
This  is  the  direction  which  must  be  taken  by  futurv 
inquirj'.  Forbes,  as  a  pioneer  in  this  line  of  research, 
was  scarcely  in  a  j>o$itiou  to  appreciate  the  full  value 
of  his  work.  Every  year  adds  enormously  to  our 
stock  of  data,  and  e»ery  new  fact  indicates  more 
rleorly  the  brilliant  results  vhioh  are  to  be  obtained 
by  foUowinij^  his  methods,  and  by  emulating  his 
^>«tttbu$iasm  and  his  indefatigable  industry. 

cs  belie\-ed  implicitly,  alon^  with  nearly  all  the 

naturalists  of  his  time,  in  the  immutabilitj- 

He  sayy  ^Natural  History  of  the  British 

,  p.  S),  **  Every  true  species  presents  in  its  indi- 

rertain   features,  tpreific  ek»roctfr»,  whieb 

tt^t»h   tt   from    ev\'r}-  other   species ;    as  if  the 

■  bad  set  an  exclusive  mark  or  seal  on  mck 
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type."  He  likewise  believed  in  specific  centres  of 
distribution.  He  held  that  all  the  individuals  com- 
posing a  species  had  descended  from  a  single  pro- 
genitor, or  from  two,  according  as  the  sexes  might  be 
united  or  distinct,  and  that  consequently  the  idea  of  a 
species  involved  the  idea  of  the  relationship  in  all  the 
individuals  of  common  descent ;  and  the  converse,  that 
there  could  by  no  possibility  be  community  of  descent 
except  in  living  beings  which  possessed  the  same 
specific  characters.  He  supposed  that  the  original 
individual  or  pair  was  created  at  a  particular  spot 
where  the  conditions  were  suitable  for  its  existeuee 
and  propagation,  and  that  the  species  extended  and 
migrated  from  that  spot  on  all  sides  over  an  area  of 
greater  or  less  extent,  until  it  met  with  some  natural 
barrier  in  the  shape  of  unsuitable  conditions.  No 
specific  form  could  have  more  than  a  single  centre  of 
distribution.  If  its  area  appeared  to  he  broken  up,  a 
patch  not  in  connection  with  the  original  centre  of 
distribution  occurring  in  some  distant  locality,  it  was 
accounted  for  by  the  formation,  through  some  geolo- 
gical change  after  the  first  spread  of  the  species,  of  a 
barrier  which  cut  ofl'  a  part  of  its  area ;  or  to  some 
accidental  transport  to  a  place  where  the  conditions 
were  sufficiently  similar  to  those  of  its  natural  original 
habitat  to  enable  it  to  become  naturalized.  No  species 
once  exterminated  was  ever  recreated,  so  that  in  tliose 
few  cases  in  which  we  find  a  species  abundant  at  one 
period  over  an  area,  absent  over  the  same  area  for  a 
time,  and  recurring  at  a  later  period,  it  must  be  ac- 
counted for  by  a  change  in  the  conditions  of  tlio  area 
which  forced  the  emigration  of  the  species,  and  a  sul)- 
sequcnt  further  change  which  permitted  its  return. 
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Forbes  defined  and  advocated  what  he  called  the 
law  of  representation.  He  found  that  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  however  far  removed,  and  however 
completely  separated  by  natural  barriers,  where  the 
conditions  of  life  are  similar,  species  and  groups 
of  species  occur  which,  although  not  identical, 
resemble  one  another  very  closely ;  and  he  found 
that  this  similarity  existed  likewise  between  groups 
of  fossil  remains,  and  between  groups  of  fossils 
and  groups  of  recent  forms.  Admitting  the  con- 
stancy of  specific  characters,  these  resemblances 
could  not  be  accounted  for  by  community  of  de- 
scent, and  he  thus  arrived  at  the  generalization, 
that  in  localities  placed  under  similar  circumstances, 
similar  though  specifically  distinct  specific  forms 
wore  created.  These  he  regarded  as  mutually  repre- 
uantativo  species. 

Our  acceptance  of  the  doctrines  of  specific  centres 
Hiul  of  representation,  or,  at  all  events,  the  form  in 
whli^h  we  may  be  inclined  to  accept  these,  depends 
iyriUitly  upon  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  funda- 
liiiMital  dogma  of  the  immutability  of  species ;  and 
(in  1U1«  point  there  has  been  a  very  great  change  of 
luiinlon  within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  a  change 
(Hn*l»ilnly  duo  to  the  remarkable  ability  and  candour 
wllh  \s\\\o\\  the  question  has  been  discussed  by  Mr. 
Oninviu  *  and  Mr.  Wallace,'  and  to  the  genius  of  Pro- 

\  '\%s  Origin  of  Hpeoies  by  means  of  Natural  Selection;  or,  the 
IS^^nn  Vi^iloM  of  Kavoured  Races  in  the  Struggle  for  Life.  By  Charles 
\\M\\\\^^  M,A..  V,H>f^.,  1-8.,  G.S.,  &c.  &c.     London,  1859,  and  subse- 

*  i  \mVrlbuiioni  to  the  Theory  of  Natural  Selection.  A  Series  of 
^^^Y«  ^»y  AllVwl  Ruwel  Wallace.     London,  1870. 
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fessor  Ernst  Haeckel/  Dr.  Fritz  MuUer,^  and  others  of 
their  enthusiastic  disciples  and  commentators.  I  do 
not  think  that  I  am  speaking  too  strongly  when  I  say- 
that  there  is  now  scarcely  a  single  competent  general 
naturalist  who  is  not  prepared  to  accept  some  form 
of  the  doctrine  of  evolution. 

There  is,  no  doubt,  very  great  difficulty  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  us  in  conceiving  that,  commencing 
from  the  simplest  living  being,  the  present  state 
of  things  in  the  organic  world  has  been  produced 
solely  by  the  combined  action  of  *  atavism,'  the  ten- 
dency of  offspring  to  resemble  their  parents  closely ; 
and  *  variation,'  the  tendency  of  offspring  to  differ 
individually  from  their  parents  within  very  narrow 
limits :  and  many  are  inclined  to  believe  that  some 
other  law  than  the  *  survival  of  the  fittest '  must 
regulate  the  existing  marvellous  system  of  extreme 
and  yet  harmonious  modification.  Still  it  must  be 
admitted  that  variation  is  a  vera  causa^  capable, 
within  a  limited  period,  under  favourable  circum- 
stances, of  converting  one  species  into  what,  accord- 
ing to  our  present  ideas,  we  should  be  forced  to 
recognize  as  a  different  species.  And  such  being  the 
case,  it  is,  perhaps,  conceivable  that  during  the  lapse 
of  a  period  of  time — still  infinitely  shorter  than 
eternity — variation  may  have  produced  the  entire 
result. 

^  Generelle  Morphologie  der  Organismen.  Allgemeine  Grundziige 
der  organischen  Formen-Wissenschaft  mechanisch  begriindet  durch 
die  von  Charles  Darwin  reformirte  Descendenz-Theorie.  Von  Ernst 
Haeckel.  Berlin,  1866. — NatlirlicheSchopfungsgeschichte.  Von  Dr. 
Ernst  Haeckel,  Professor  an  der  Universitat  Jena.     Berlin,  1870. 

'  Fur  Darwin.  Von  Dr.  Fritz  Miiller.  Leipzig,  1864.  Translated 
from  the  German  by  W.  S.  Dallas,  F.IaS.     London,  1869. 
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The  individuals  comprising  a  species  have  a  definite 
range  of  variation  strictly  limited  by  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  group  of  individuals  is 
placed.  Except  in  man,  and  in  domesticated  animals 
in  wliich  it  is  artificially  increased,  this  individual 
variation  is  usually  so  slight  as  to  be  unappreciable 
except  to  a  practised  eye ;  but  any  extreme  variation 
which  passes  the  natural  limit  in  any  direction  clashes 
in  some  way  with  surrounding  circumstances,  and  is 
dangerous  to  the  life  of  the  individual.  The  normal 
or  graphic  line,  or  '  line  of  safety,'  of  the  species,  lies 
midway  between  the  extremes  of  variation. 

If  at  any  period  in  the  history  of  a  species  the 
conditions  of  life  of  a  group  of  individuals  of  the 
species  be  gradually  altered,  with  the  gradual  change 
of  circumstances  the  limit  of  variation  is  contracted 
in  one  direction  and  relaxed  in  another ;  it  becomes 
more  dangerous  to  diverge  towards  one  side  and 
more  desirable  to  diverge  towards  the  other,  and  the 
position  of  the  lines  limiting  variation  is  altered. 
The  normal  line,  the  line  along  which  the  specific 
characters  are  moat  strongly  marked,  is  consequently 
slightly  deflected,  some  characters  being  more  strongly 
expressed  at  the  expense  of  others.  This  deflection, 
carried  on  for  ages  in  the  same  direction,  must  even- 
tually carry  the  divergence  of  the  varying  race  far 
beyond  any  limit  within  which  we  are  in  the  habit 
of  admitting  identity  of  species. 

But  the  process  must  be  infinitely  slow.  It  is 
diflicult  to  form  any  idea  of  ten,  fifty,  or  a  hundred 
millions  of  years ;  or  of  the  relation  which  such 
periods  bear  to  changes  taking  place  in  Iho  organic 
wurld. 
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We  must  remember,  however,  that  the  rocks  of 
the  Sihiriau  system,  overlaid  by  ten  miles'  thickness 
of  sediment  entombing  a  hundred  successive  faunae, 
each  as  rich  and  varied  as  the  fauna  of  the  present 
day,  themselves  teem  with  fossils  fully  representing 
all  the  existing  classes  of  animals,  except  perhaps 
the  highest. 

If  it  be  possible  to  imagine  that  tliis  marvellous 
manifestation  of  Eternal  Power  and  "Wisdom  involved 
in  living  nature  can  have  been  worked  out  through 
the  law  of  '  descent  with  modification '  alone,  we 
shall  certainly  require  from  the  Physicists  the  longest 
row  of  cyphers  which  tliey  can  afford. 

Now,  although  the  admission  of  a  doctrine  of  evolu- 
tion must  affect  greatly  our  conception  of  the  origin 
and  rationale  of  so-called  specific  centres,  it  does  not 
practically  affect  the  question  of  their  existence,  or  of 
the  laws  regulating  the  distribution  of  species  from 
their  centres  by  migration,  by  transport,  by  ocean 
currents,  by  elevations  or  depressions  of  the  land,  or 
by  any  other  causes  at  work  under  existing  circum- 
stances. So  far  as  practical  naturalists  are  con- 
cerned, species  are  permanent  within  their  narrow 
limits  of  variation,  and  it  would  introduce  an  element 
of  infinite  confusion  and  error  if  we  were  to  regard 
them  in  any  other  light.  The  origin  of  species  by 
descent  with  modification  is  as  yet  only  a  hypothesis. 
During  the  whole  period  of  recorded  human  observa- 
tion not  one  single  instance  of  the  change  of  one 
species  into  another  has  been  detected ;  and,  singular 
to  say,  in  successive  geological  formations,  although 
new  species  are  constantly  appearing  and  there  is 
^imdant  evidence  of  progressive  change,  no  shigle  case 
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has  yet  been  observed  of  one  species  passing  through 
a  series  of  inappreciable  modifications  into  another. 
Every  species  appears  to  have  an  area  of  maximum 
development,  and  this  has  been  called  the  metropolis 
of  the  species ;  and  practically  we  must  employ  the 
same  methods  in  investigating  the  laws  of  its  distri- 
bution as  if  we  still  regai-ded  it  as  having  been 
specially  created  in  its  metropolis. 

It  is  the  same  in  dealing  with  the  law  of  represen- 
tation. Accepting  an  evolution  doctrine,  we  should 
certainly  regard  closely  allied  or  'representative' 
species  as  having  descended  comparatively  recently 
from  a  common  ancestry,  and  as  having  diverged 
from  one  another  under  somewhat  different  conditions 
of  life.  It  is  possible  that  as  our  knowledge  increases 
we  may  be  able  to  trace  the  pedigree  of  our  modern 
sj)ecies,  and  some  attempts  have  already  been  made 
to  sketch  out  the  main  branches  of  the  universal 
genealogical  tree;'  but  practically  we  must  continue 
to  accord  a  specific  rank  to  forms  which  exhibit 
characters  to  which  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
assigning  specific  value. 

*'  Every  species  has  three  maxima  of  develop- 
ment.— in  depth,  in  geographic  space,  in  time.  Id 
depth,  we  find  a  species  at  first  represented  by  few 
individuals,  which  become  more  and  more  numerous 
until  they  reach  a  certain  point,  after  which  they 
again  gradually  diminish,  and  ut  lengtb  altogether 
So  also  in  the  geogruphie  and  geologic 
if  animals.  Sometimes  the  genus  to 
toil's  b<|..iiL'.s  ecasca  with  its  disappear- 
I  succession  t»f  similar 
■r-  ril. 
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species  are  kept  up,  representative  as  it  were  of  each 
other.  When  there  is  such  a  representation,  the 
miniinuni  of  one  species  usually  commences  before 
that  of  which  it  is  representative  has  attained  its 
correspondent  minimum.  Forms  of  representative 
species  are  similar,  often  only  to  be  distinguished  by 
critical  examination."' 

As  an  illustration  of  what  is  meant  by  the  law  of 
'  representation,'  I  may  cite  a  very  curious  case  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  VeiTil  and  Mr.  Alexander  Agassiz.  On 
either  side  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  the  Echinoderm 
order  Echinidea,  the  sea-urchins,  are  abundant;  but 
the  species  found  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Isthmus 
are  distinct,  although  they  belong  almost  universally 
to  the  same  genera,  and  in  most  cases  each  genus  is 
represented  by  species  on  each  side  whicli  resemble 
one  another  so  closely  in  habit  and  appearance  as  to 
be  at  first  sight  hardly  distinguishable.  I  arrange 
a  few  of  the  most  marked  of  these  from  the  Carib- 
bean and  Panamic  sides  of  the  Isthmus  in  parallel 
columns. 


Eastern  Fauna. 
Cidarit  annulata,  Gray, 
Diadema  antUlarum,  Phil. 
Eehinoddarit  punctulata,  Desml. 
Echinometra  michelini,  Bkb. 

„  viridit,  A.  Aa. 

LyUtMnut  varUgaHu,  A,  Ao. 

Tripneuitet  vejitricotut,  Aa. 
Stolonoelt/piu  ravetullii,  A.  Ao. 
MdlUa  UitudmtUa,  Kl. 


Western  Pahna. 
Cidarit  Ihouartii,  Vai,. 
Diadema  mericanum,  A.  Ao. 
Ediiaocidaru  eUUata,  Ao. 
Echinometra  van  hrunti,  A.  Ao. 

„  rujncola,  A.  Ao. 

Lj/ttchinus  aemitiAercMlalut, 

A.  Ao. 
Tripneuitet  deprftsta,  A.  Ao. 
Slolonoclyput  rotandun,  A.  Ao. 
Meilita  Iwiffijitta,  Mick. 


'  Edward  Forbes,  R«|H>rt  on  .Pigeon  Invertebralo,  op.  cit.  p.  173. 
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Mtllila  hrraiimit,  A.  An. 
tiuatpt  micAtUni,  An. 

„        tMaryiuata,  Aa. 
HhyHcholampat  earibbmtrum, 

A.  A.i. 
tlr\*fui  m/HnboTM,  An. 
.l/niiitii  mitn'iiuii,  I.iJTK. 
I'litj/MHotut  pf<ti>ratit,  An. 
At/nuitit  nettntriM,  A.  Au. 
JUturn  atrojiM,  Mloa. 


Westbrs  Fauna. 
MtUitii  jHxeifiM,  Veh. 
i,'»eope  jfrartdit,  Ao, 

„       Bitwopom,  Ao. 
Rhyttchctampai  patrificua,  A.  Ao. 

/triMiM  (»6ir*H«,  Ver. 
Mtima  ffrandU,  Oiut. 
PfagioHotut  rtolrilit,  A.  Ao. 
il^RtMina  ternbimlala,  Vxl. 
Jfu-m  dotho,  HiCD. 


8uppo&in<r  species  to  he  constant,  this  singular 
chiun  of  resemhlaiu-es  would  indicate  simply  the 
sjitvial  creation  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Isthmus  of 
two  |7ron)>s  of  species  closely  resembling  one  another, 
because  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were 
plaetxi  were  so  very  similar ;  but  admitting  '  descent 
with  modi tieat ion,'  while  gladly  arailtug  oiirseh'es 
of  the  couwniont  term  '  representalion,'  we  at  once 
txwie  to  the  conclusion  that  these  nearly  allied  *  re- 
|««sentatiTe  species'  must  hare  descended  &om  a  com- 
iw»  stock,  and  wc  look  for  the  cause  of  tbeir  diver- 
geaeeu  Kov  oo  exaBuning  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  we 
9aik  that  a  pociku  of  tt  eonsisls  of  cretaceoaa  beds 
ooataiua^  fossils  andbtitigaishable  from  fossiU  from 
the  CKtaMMM  kd»  of  Kurope :  the  Istkmits  mitst 
tWrefcie  harv  ken  nised  into  dc^  Und  m  terttarr  or 
pBO-ttxtiarr  tian.  It  is  diflcvtt  to  Aoobt  ikat  tbr 
risuif  of  tkb  aatvral  Wnier  iwJrtrf  two  poctiotts 
of  a  shaUav-vater  ftaaa  vUch  ltav«  siacr  sUcfaUr 
AniceA  Oder  sl^Mljr  JilfacBt  eowditioi  I  mmuie 
AinamNkr  AjgMcii : — ^"TW  ^mBBtaam  ■itaraBy  attaefs 
kinw  ve  mK  a  tW  ^Oeprat  Fa«fl«  oe  bch  sdn  of 
Ikr  bikaw*  a   ifiaiiiil   br  wUcb  »>  ■aajii  Uk 
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changes  which  these  species  have  undergone  since  the 
raisinsf  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  the  isolation 
of  the  two  Fauna;  ?"' 

Edward  Forbes  distinguished  round  all  seaboards 
four  very  marked  zones  of  depth,  each  characterised 
by  a  distinct  group  of  organisms.  The  first  of  these 
is  the  littoral  zone,  the  space  between  tide-marks, 
distinguished  by  the  abundance  of  sea-weeds,  on 
the  European  shores  of  the  genera  Lichina,  JFiicus, 
Enteromorpha,  Polysiphonia,  and  Lauretwia,  which 
severally  predominate  at  difi'erent  heights  in  the 
zone,  and  subdivide  it  into  subordinate  belts  like 
a  softly-coloured  riband  border.  This  band  is  under 
very  special  circumstances,  for  its  inhabitants  are 
periodically  exposed  to  the  air,  to  the  direct  raya 
of  the  sun,  and  to  all  the  extremes  of  the  climate 
of  the  land.  Animal  species  are  not  vi-y  numerous 
in  the  littoral  zone,  but  individuals  are  abundant. 
The  distribution  of  many  of  the  littoral  species  is 
very  wide,  and  sorae  of  them  are  nearly  cosmopolitan. 
Many  are  vegetable  feeders.  Some  characteristic 
genera  on  tlie  coast  of  Europe  are  Gummarus, 
Tatiirita,  and  Balanus  among  Crustacea,  and  Lit- 
torina.  Patella,  Purpura,  and  Mytiliia  among  Mol- 
luaca,  with,  under  stones  and  in  rock-pools,  many 
stragglers  from  the  next  zone. 

The  Laminarian  zone  extends  from  low-water  mark 
to  a  depth  of  about  fifteen  fatiioms.    This  is  specially 

'  Preliminary  Report  on  the  Echini  and  Starfishes  dredged  in  Deep 
Water  between  Cuba  and  the  Florida  Reof,  by  L.  F.  de  PuurUloe, 
Assistant  U.S.  Coaxt  Survey ;  prepared  by  Alexander  Agaasiz. 
Coninmnit^atod  hy  Prcifeasor  B.  Peirca,  Superintendent  U.S.  Coast 
Survey,  Ui  the  Bulletin  of  the  Muienm  of  Comparative  Zoology, 
Cambridge,  Masa.,  1869. 
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the  zone  of  'tangles'  for  the  first  few  fathoms,  and 
in  deeper  water  of  the  beautiful  scarlet  sea-weeds 
{floriilece).  It  is  always  under  water  except  at  t)io 
very  lowest  ebb  of  spring  tides,  wheu  we  get  a 
glimpse  of  its  upper  border.  The  laminarian  zone 
produces  abundance  of  vegetable  food,  and,  like  the 
littoral  zone,  may  be  divided  into  subordinate  bands 
distinguished  by  dilferently  tinted  algae.  Animals 
swarm  in  this  zone,  both  as  to  species  and  indi- 
viduals, and  are  usually  remarkable  for  the  bright- 
ness of  their  colouring.  The  molluscan  genera 
Troehns,  Lacuna,  and  Lotlia  are  characteristic  of  this 
belt  in  the  British  seas. 

The  Laminarian  zone  is  succeeded  by  the  Coralline 
zone,  which  extends  to  a  depth  of  about  fifty  fathoms. 
In  this  belt  vegetation  is  ctueily  represented  by  coral- 
like  millipores,  and  plant-Hke  hydroid  zoophytes  and 
bryozoa  abound.  All  of  tlie  higher  orders  of  marine 
invertebrates  are  fully  represented,  principally  by 
animal  feeders.  The  larger  crustaceans  and  echiiio- 
derms  are  abundant;  and  the  great  fishing-banks 
frequented  by  the  cod,  haddock,  halibut,  turhot,  and 
sole,  belong  properly  to  this  zone,  althougli  they 
sometimes  extend  into  water  more  than  fifty  fathoms 
deep.  Characteristic  molluscan  genera  arc  Ihicnnum, 
F118H8,  Ostrea,  and  Pectcn  ;  and  among  echinoderrns 
in  the  European  seas  we  find  Anf^don  snrsii  and 
et'lliciia,  Attteracanthion  glaciale  and  rttbens,  Opkio- 
Ihi-ix  /ragilis,  and  on  sand,  Ophioglyphn  lacertosa 
and  albida. 

The  last  belt  defined  by  Forbes  as  extending  from 
about  fifty  fatlioms  to  an  unknown  lower  limit  is  the 
zone  of  (ieep-stvi  corals.     "In  its  depths  the  number 


CHJiP.  I.]  INTRODUCTION.  17 

of  peculiar  creatures  are  few,  yet  sufficient  to  give  a 
marked  character  to  it,  whilst  the  other  portions  of 
its  population  are  derived  from  the  higher  zones,  and 
must  be  regarded  as  colonists.  As  we  descend  deeper 
imd  deeper  in  this  region,  its  inhabitants  become  more 
and  more  modified,  and  fewer  and  fewer,  indicating 
our  approach  towards  an  abyss  where  life  is  either 
extinguished,  or  exhibits  but  a  few  sparks  to  mark 
its  lingering  presence."  * 

Torbes  pointed  out  that  the  groups  of  animals 
having  their  maximum  development  in  these  several 
zones  are  thoroughly  characteristie,  and  that  groups 
of  representative  forms  occupy  the  same  zones  all 
over  the  world,  so  that  on  examining  an  assemblage 
of  marine  animals  from  any  locality,  it  is  easy  to  tell 
firom  what  zone  of  depth  they  have  been  procured. 
At  all  periods  of  the  earth's  history,  there  has  been 
the  same  clear  definition  of  zones  of  depth,  and  fossil 
animals  from  any  particular  zone  are  in  some  sense 
representative  of  the  fauna  of  the  corresponding  zone 
at  the  present  day.  We  can,  therefore,  usually  tell 
with  tolerable  certainty  to  which  zone  of  depth  a 
particular  assemblage  of  fossils  is  to  be  referred. 

Although  we  must  now  greatly  modify  our  views 
with  regard  to  the  extent  and  fauna  of  the  zone  of 
deep-sea  corals,  and  give  up  all  idea  of  a  zero  of 
animal  life,  still  we  must  regard  Forbes*  investiga- 
tion into  the  bathymetrical  distribution  of  animals 
as  marking  a  great  advance  on  previous  knowledge. 
His  experience  was  much  wider  than  that  of  any 
other  naturalist  of  his  time ;  the  practical  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  testing  his  conclusions  were  great,  and 

*  Edwud  Fothm,  Natuml  Hialory  of  the  European  Seas,  p.  26. 
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they  were  accepted  by  naturalists  generally  without 
question. 

The  history  of  discovery  bearing  upon  the  extent 
and  distribution  of  the  deep-sea  fauna  will  be  disr 
cussed  in  a  future  chapter.  It  will  -suffice  at  present 
to  mention  in  order  the  few  data  which  gradually  pre- 
pared the  minds  of  naturalists  to  distrust  the  hypo- 
thesis of  a  zero  of  animal  life  at  a  limited  depth,  and 
led  to  the  recent  special  investigations.  In  the  year 
1819  Sir  John  Eoss  published  the  official  account  of 
his  voyage  of  discovery  during  the  year  1818  in 
Baffin's  Bay.*  At  page  178  he  says, "  In  the  meantime 
I  was  employed  on  board  in  sounding  and  in  trying 
the  current,  and  the  temperature  of  the  water.  It 
being  perfectly  calm  and  smooth,  I  had  an  excellent 
opportunity  of  detecting  these  important  objects. 
Soundings  were  obtained  correctly  in  1,000  fathoms, 
consisting  of  soft  mud,  in  which  there  were  worms, 
and,  entangled  on  the  sounding-line,  at  the  depth 
of  800  fathoms,  was  found  a  beautiful  Caput  Medusce 
(Fig.  1).  These  were  carefully  preserved,  and  will  be 
found  described  in  the  appendix."  This  was  in  lat. 
73'  37'  N.,  long.  77'  26'  W.,  on  the  1st  of  Sept.,  1818, 
and  it  is,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  first  recorded 
instance  of  living  animals  having  been  brought 
up  from  any  depth  approaching  1,000  fathoms. 
General  Sir  Edward  Sabine,  who  was  a  member  of 
Sir  John  Eoss's  expedition,  has  kindly  furnished  Dr. 

^  A  Voyage  of  Discovery  made  under  the  Onleni  of  Uie  Admiralty 
in  His  Majesty's  ships  *  Isabella '  and  *  Alexander,*  for  the  purpose 
of  exploring  Baffin's  Bay,  and  inquiring  into  the  TosaibiHty  of  a 
Korth-west  Passage.  By  John  Boss,  K,Q«,  Captain  Koyal  Navy. 
London,  1819. 


I 


cutv.  I. )  ixTRourcruix.  1  ii 

Carpenter  with  somi-  more  ample  partifuiavs  of  thi^ 


occurrence  : ' — " '  The  ship  sounded  in  1,000  fathoms, 
mud,  between    one    and    two    miles    off    shore    (lat. 

I  Preliminary  Report,  by  Dr.  William  B.  Carpenter,  V.P.R.S.,  of 
Dredging  OperatiocB  in  the  Seas  to  the  North  of  the  Biitish  lelands, 
earned  on  in  Her  Majeaty's  eteam-vewel  '  Ligbtniog,'  by  Dr, 
CATpenter  and  Dr,  ^V3'rille  Tbomson.  (Proceedings  of  the  Boyal 
Society.  1868.  p.  177.) 


20 


TU£  DEtTRS  OF  THE  HKi. 


[CUAF.  1 


73'  37'  N.,  long.  77°  25'  W.) ;  a  magnificent  Asterias 
{Caput  Medtisce)  was  entangled  by  the  line,  and 
brought  up  with  very  little  damage.  The  mud  was 
soft  and  greenish,  and  contained  specimens  of  Ltim~ 
bricus  tubicola.'  So  far  my  written  journal ;  but  I 
can  add,  from  a  very  distinct  recollection,  that  the 
heavy  deep-sea  weight  bad  sunk,  drawing  the  lino 
with  it,  several  feet  into  the  soft  greenish  mud, 
which  still  adhered  to  the  line  when  brought  to 
the  surface  of  the  water.  The  star-fish  hud  been 
entangled  in  the  line  so  little  above  tlie  mud  that 
fragments  of  its  arms,  which  had  been  broken  off  iu 
the  ascent  of  the  line,  were  picked  up  from  amongst 
the  mud." 

Sir  James  Clark  Eoss,  R.N.,  dredging  in  270 
fathoms,  lat.  73"  3'  S.,  long.  170°  6'  E.,  reports;' 
"  Coratlities,  Flustrm,  and  a  variety  of  invertebrate 
animals,  came  up  in  the  net,  showing  an  abundance 
and  great  variety  of  animal  life.  Amongst  these  I 
detected  two  species  of  Fycnogomim ;  Idolea  baffini, 
hitherto  considered  peculiar  to  the  Aretic  seas ;  a 
Chiton,  seven  or  eight  bivalves  and  univalves,  an  un- 
known species  of  Gammaims,  and  two  kinds  of  Serpula 
adhering  to  the  pebbles  and  shells  ...  It  was  interest- 
ing amongst  these  creatures  to  recognize  several  that 
I  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  in  equally  high 
northern  latitudes ;  and  although,  contrary  to  the 
general  belief  of  naturalists,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
from  however  great  a  depth  wc  may  be  enabled  to 
bring  up  the  mud  and  stones  of  the  bed  of  the  ocean, 

*  A  Voj-ige  of  Discovei^  uid  Iteaearcli  in  the  SonHuiTn  kod 
AnUrclic  G^j^na  duriog  the  Yean  1839-43.  Bjr  Cftptain  Sic 
JatBM  Clark  Row,  K.N.    LondoD,  \H'. 
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we  shall  find  them  teeming  with  animal  life ;  the 
extreme  pressure  at  the  greatest  depth  does  not 
appear  to  affect  these  creatures;  hitherto  we  have 
not  been  able  to  determine  this  point  beyond  a 
thousand  fathoms,  but  from  that  depth  several  sbell- 
fiah  have  been  brought  up  with  the  mud." 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1845,  Mr.  Henry  Goodsir. 
who  was  a  member  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  ill-fated 
expedition,  obtained  in  Davis'  Strait  from  a  depth  of 
300  fathoms,  "  a  capital  haul, — moUusca,  Crustacea, 
asterida,  spatangi,  corallinea,  &c.'"  The  bottom  was 
composed  of  fine  green  mud  like  that  mentioned  by 
Sir  Edward  Sabine. 

About  the  year  1854i  Passed-midshipman  Brooke, 
TJ.S.N.,  invented  his  ingenious  sounding  instrument 
for  bringing  up  samples  from  the  bottom.  It  only 
brought  up  a  small  quantity  in  a  quill.  These  trophies 
from  any  depth  over  1,000  fathoms  were  eagerly  sought 
for  by  naturalists  and  submitted  to  a  searching  micro- 
scopic examination ;  and  the  result  was  very  surpris- 
ing. All  over  the  Atlantic  basin  the  sediment  brought 
up  was  nearly  uniform  in  character,  and  consisted 
almost  entirely  of  the  calcareous  shells,  whole  or  in 
fragments,  of  one  species  of  foraminifer,  Olobigerina 
bulloidea  (Fig.  2) .  Mixed  with  these  were  the  shells 
of  some  other  foraminifera,  and  particularly  a  little 
perforated  sphere,  Orbulina  universa  (Fig.  3),  which 
in  some  localities  entirely  replaces  Qlobigerina ;  • 
with  a  few  shields  of  diatoms,  and  spines  and 
trellised  skeletons  of  Kadiolaria.  Some  soundings 
from  the  Pacific  were   of    the  same  character,   so 

'  Natond  Hiatory  of  tha  BiitUh  Sum.  By  I'wfeaaor  EiUard 
FutUa  KQil  K.  Godwin-AusLen.     P.  51. 
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that  it  seemed  probable  that  this  gradual  deposition 
of  a  flue  uniform  or^anie  sediment  was  almost 
universal. 

Then  the  question  arose  whether  the  animals  which 
secreted  these  shells  lived  at  the  bottom,  or  whether 
they  floated  in  myriads  on  the  surface  and  in  the 
upper  zones  of  the  sea,  their  empty  shells  fallinf^r 
after  death  through  the  water  in  an  incessant  shower. 
Specimens  of  the  soundings  were  sent  to  the  eminent 
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mterosoopists  Professor  Ehrcnherg  of  Berlin  and  the 
late  Professor  Baily  of  AVest  Point.  On  the  moot 
question  these  two  naturalists  gave  opposite  opinions. 
Ehrenhorg  ctrntendcd  that  the  weight  of  evidence 
was  in  favour  of  their  having  lived  at  the  bottom, 
while  Baily  thought  it  was  not  probable  that  the 
nnimals  live  at  the  depths  when'  the  shells  are 
iVmnd,   hut    that    Ihey   inhabit   the  water  near  the 
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surfece,  and  wlieu  they  die  their  shells  settle  to  the 
bottom.' 

The  next  high  authority  who  expressed  an  opinion 
was  Professor  Huxley,  and  he  was  very  guarded.  The 
samples  procured  by  Capt.  Dayman  in  the  'Cyclops,' 


Fio  g.— OrhuKnaiKiiRrH,  D'Orbiony.     ni|{h)^  migniflid. 


in  1857,  were  submitted  to  him  for  examination,  and 
in  his  report  to  the  Admiralty^  in  1858  he  says: — 

'  Explasatitins  and  Sailing  Directions  to  accompany  the  Wind  and 
Carrenta  Charts.  By  M.  F.  Maury,  LL.D.,  Lieut.  U.S.N.,  Siiper- 
intenJoDt  of  the  National  Observalot^.  Gtb  Editbn.  Philadelphin, 
1864.     P.  299. 

I  Appendix  A^  to  Deep  Sea  Soundings  in  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean 
between  Ireland  and  Newfoundland,  made  in  H.II.S.  'Cyclops,' 
Lieut. -Commander  Joseph  Dayman,  in  June  and  July  1857.  Pub- 
lisbed  by  order  of  the  Lqrda  CommiBaionera  of  the  Admiralty. 
Lnndon,  1;S58. 
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"How  can  animal  life  be  conceived  to  exist  under 
such  conditions  of  lig-ht,  temperature,  pressure,  and 
aeration  as  must  obtain  at  these  vast  depths  ?  To  this 
one  can  only  reply  that  we  know  for  a  certainty  that 
even  very  highly. organized  animals  do  contrive  to  live 
at  a  depth  of  300  or  400  fathoms,  inasmuch  as  they 
have  been  brought  up  thence,  and  that  the  difference 
in  the  amount  of  light  and  heat  at  -tOO  and  at  2,000 
fathoms  is  probably,  so  to  speak,  very  far  less  than 
the  difference  in  complexity  of  organization  between 
these  auimals  and  the  humble  Protozoa  and  Proto- 
phyUi  of  the  deep-sea  somidings.  I  confess,  though, 
as  yet,  far  from  i-egarding  it  proved  that  the  Glo- 
MgerintB  live  at  these  depths,  the  balance  of  proba- 
bilities seems  to  me  to  incline  in  that  direction." 

In  1860  Dr.  Wallich  accompanied  Captain  Sir 
Leopold  McClintock  in  II. M.S.  '  Bulldog '  on  her 
sounding  expedition  to  Iceland,  Greenland,  and  New- 
foundland, as  naturalist.  During  the  cruise  soundings 
were  taken,  and  specimens  of  the  bottom  were  brought 
up  from  depths  from  COO  to  2,000  fathoms;  many  of 
these  were  the  now  well-known  grey  'Globigerinaooze,' 
while  others  were  volcanic  detritus  from  Iceland,  and 
clay  and  gravel  the  product  of  the  disintegration  of  the 
metamorphic  rocks  of  Greenland  and  Lal)rador.  On 
the  return  voyage,  about  midway  between  Cape  Fare- 
well and  Rockall,  thirteen  star-fishes  came  up  from  a 
sounding  of  1,260  fathoms,  "  eouvulsively  embracing 
a  portion  of  the  sounding-line  which  had  been  payed 
out  in  excess  of  the  already  ascertained  depth,  and 
rested  for  a  sufficient  period  at  the  bottom  to  {H^nuit 
of  their  attaching  themselves  to  it."  On  his  return 
Dr.  Wallich  published,  in  1862,  an  extremely  valuable 
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work,  which  will  be  frequently  referred  to  hereafter, 
upon  *  The  Atlantic  Sea-bed.'  •  He  warmly  adrocated 
the  view  that  the  conditions  of  the  bottom  of  the  sea 
were  not  such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  the 
existence  of  even  the  higher  forms  of  animal  life,  and 
discussed  fully  and  with  great  ability  the  arguments 
which  had  been  advanced  on  the  other  side.  The  first 
part  only  of  Dr.  "Wallich's  book  appeared,  in  a  some- 
what costly  and  cumbrous  form,  and  it  scarcely  came 
into  the  hands  of  working  naturalists,  or  received  the 
attention  which  it  deserved.  At  the  time,  however,  it 
was  merely  an  expression  of  individual  opinion,  for 
no  new  facts  had  been  elicited.  Star-fishes  had  come 
up  on  several  previous  occasions  adhering  to  sounding- 
lines,  but  the  absolute  proof  was  still  wanting  that 
they  had  lived  upon  the  ground  at  the  depth  of  the 
sounding.  Dr.  "WalUch  referred  the  star-fishes  procured 
to  awell-known  littoral  species,  and  complicated  their 
history  somewhat  irrelevantly  with  the  disappearance 
of  the  ']Jand  of  Buss.'  Fortunately  the  artistic  if 
not  very  satisfactory  figure  which  he  gives  of  a  star- 
fish clinging  to  the  line  does  not  bear  out  his  deter- 
mination either  in  appearance  or  attitude,  but  suggests 
one  or  other  of  two  species  which  we  now  know  to 
be  excessively  abundant  in  deep  water  in  the  North 
Atlantic,  Ophiophotis  aculeata,  O.  F.  MtiiXER,  or 
Ophiacantha    apinuloaa,     Mullbr    and    Troschel. 

'  The  North  Atlantic  Sea-bed :  comprising  a  Diaiy  of  the  Voyage 
on  board  H.M.S.  'Bulldog,'  in  1860;  and  Observations  on  the 
presence  of  Animal  Life,  and  the  Formation  and  Nature  of  Organic 
Depoeito  at  great  Depths  in  the  Ocean.  By  G.  C.  Wallicb,  M.U., 
F.L.S.,  F.G.8.,  &c.  Published  with  the  sanction  of  the  Lords  Uom- 
nuantmen  of  the  Admiralty.     London,  1862. 
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Dr.  Wallich's  is  tlie  only  book  which  discusses  fully 
and  systematically  the  various  questions  bearing 
upon  the  biological  relations  of  the  sea-bed,  and  his 
conclusions  are  in  the  main  correct. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1860  Mr.  Fleemiug 
Jenkin,  C.E.,  now  Professor  of  Engineering  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  was  employed  by  the 
Mediterranean  Telegraph  Company  to  repair  their 
cable  between  Sardinia  and  Bona  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  on  January  15,  1861,  he  gave  an  interest- 
ing account  of  bis  proceedings  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Institution  of  Civil  Engineers,' 

This  cable  was  laid  in  the  year  1857.  In  185S  it 
became  necessary  to  repair  it,  and  n  length  of  about 
30  miles  was  picked  up  and  successfully  replaced. 
In  the  summer  of  1860  the  cable  completely  failed. 
On  taking  it  up  in  comparatively  shallow  water  on 
the  African  shore,  the  cable  was  found  covered  with 
marine  animals,  greatly  corroded,  and  injured  appa- 
rently by  tlic  trawling  operations  iu  an  extensive 
coral  fishery  through  which  it  unfortunately  passed. 
It  was  broken  through  in  70  fatlioms  water  a  few 
miles  from  Bona.  The  sea-end  was  however  recovered, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  cable  which  thence  traversed 
a  wide  valley  nearly  2,000  fathoms  in  maximum 
depth,  was  perfect  to  within  about  40  miles  of  Sar- 
dinia. It  was  then  picked  up  from  the  Sardinian  end, 
and  the  first  39  miles  were  as  soiuid  as  when  it  was 
first  laid  down.  At  this  distance  from  the  shore  there 
was  a  change  in  the  nature  of  the  bottom,  evidenced 
by  the  dilferent  colour  of  the  mud,  and  the  wires  were 

'  MinuhM  of  PtiKm-iliiiga  of  the  InstJtiUion  if  Civil  Kogineen, 
with  Abstmcta  ortlie  DUgiumoiu.     VoL  xx.  p,  f<l.    Lonilon,  1861. 
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much  corroded.  Stiortly  afterwards  the  cable  gave 
way  in  a  deptli  of  1.200  iathoms,  at  a  distance  of  one 
mile  from  the  spot  where  the  electrical  tests  showed 
that  the  cable  had  been  previously  broken. 

With  these  40  miles  of  cable  much  eoral  and  many 
marine  animals  were  l)rou5ht  up,  but  it  did  not  appear 
that  their  presence  bad  injured  the  cable,  for  they 
were  attached  to  the  souud  as  well  as  to  the  corroded 
portions.  On  liis  return,  Mr.  Pleeming  Jcnkin  sent 
specimens  of  the  auimals  which  he  had  liimself  taken 
from  the  cable,  noting  the  respective  depths,  to  Pro- 
fessor Allman,  F.ll.S.,  for  determination.  Br.  Albnau 
gives  a  list  of  fifteen  animal  forms,  including  the  ova 
of  a  cephalopod,  found  at  depths  of  from  70  to  1,200 


fathoms.  On  other  portions  of  the  cable  species  of 
Grantia,  Tlumulark,  Gorgonia,  CaryophylUa,  Alcy- 
othimn,  Cellepora,  lieteporu,  Eschara,  Salicorimria, 
Ascidia,  Liina,  and  Serptiln.    I  observe  from  Professor 
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Fleeming  Jenkin's  private  journal,  which  he  has 
kindly  placed  in  my  hands  for  reference,  that  an 
example  of  Caryophfjllia,  a  true  coral  (Pig-  4),  was 
found  naturally  attached  to  the  cable  at  the  point 
where  it  gave  way ;  that  is  to  say,  at  the  hottom  in 
1,200  fatlioms  water. 

Some  portions  of  tliis  cahle  subsequently  came  into 
the  custody  of  M.  Mangon,  Professor  at  the  licole 
des  Fonts  et  Cliauss^'es  in  Paris,  and  were  examined 
by  M.  Alphonse  Milne-Edwards,  who  read  a  paper 
upon  the  organisms  attached  to  them,  at  the  Academy 
of  Sciences,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1861.'  After  some 
introductory  remarks  which  show  that  he  is  thoroughly 
aware  of  tlie  value  of  this  observation  as  a  final 
solution  of  the  vexed  question  of  the  existence  of 
animal  life  at  de])ths  in  the  sea  greatly  beyond  the 
supposed  '  zero  '  of  Edward  Forbes,  M.  Milne- 
Edwards  gives  a  list  of  the  animals  which  he  found  on 
the  cable  from  the  depth  of  1,100  fathoms.  The  list 
includes  Murex  lamcUosus,  Ckistofoki  and  Jan,  and 
Craspcdotufi  limbatus,  Philippi,  two  univalve  shells 
allied  to  the  whelk ;  Osirea  cochlear,  Poli,  a  small 
oyster  common  below  -10  fathoms  throughout  the 
Mediterranean ;  Pecten  testce,  Bivona,  a  rare  little 
clam ;  CaniophylUa  borealis,  Fleming,  or  a  nearly 
allied  species,  one  of  the  true  corals ;  and  an  unde- 
scribed  coral  referred  to  a  new  genus  and  species 
under  the  name  of  Tfialassiotrochus  telet/raphiciis, 
A.  MiLNE-EinVAKDS. 

'  Observalinna  sur  rExUteiicu  de  divers  M-jHuwiucb  ot  Zoopliylt*  a 
dfl  tt^  gr&ndcM  profondenra  dana  U  Mer  MMitcrrani^e :  AnniiM  ties 
.ScioiiM*  Natorelles  ;  fjnatrif-mo  sirin — Zoolngie.     Tomo    xv.  p.  U9. 
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It  is  right,  however,  to  state  that  Prof.  Eleeming 
Jenkin's  notes  refer  to  only  one  or  two  species,  and 
especially  to  Caryophyllia  borealia,  as  attached  to  the 
cable  at  a  depth  of  upwards  of  1,000  fathoms.  From 
this  depth  he  took  examples  of  Caryophyllia  with  his 
own  hands,  but  he  suspects  that  specimens  from  the 
shallower  water  may  have  got  mixed  with  those  from 
the  deeper  in  the  series  in  the  possession  of  M. 
Mangon,  and  that  therefore  M.  Milne- Edwards*  list  is 
not  entirely  trustworthy. 

Up  to  this  time  all  observations  with  reference  to 
the  existence  of  living  animals  at  extreme  depths  had 
been  liable  to  error,  or  at  all  events  to  doabt,  from 
two  sources.  The  appliances  and  methods  of  deep- 
sea  sounding  were  imperfect,  and  there  was  always 
a  possibility,  from  the  action  of  deep  currents  upon 
the  sounding-line  or  from  other  causes,  of  a  greater 
depth  being  indicated  than  really  existed ;  and  again, 
adthough  there  was  a  strong  probability,  there  was 
no  absolute  certainty  that  the  animals  adhering  to 
the  line  or  entangled  on  the  sounding  instrument 
had  actually  come  up  from  the  bottom.  They  might 
have  been  caught  on  the  way. 

Before  laying  a  submarine  telegraphic  cable  its 
course  is  carefully  surveyed,  and  no  margin  of  doubt 
is  left  as  to  the  real  depth.  Fishing  the  cable  up  is  a 
delicate  and  difiBcult  operation,  and  during  its  progress 
the  depth  is  checked  again  and  again.  The  cable  lies 
on  the  ground  throughout  its  whole  length.  The 
animal  forms  upon  which  our  conclusions  are  based 
are  not  sticking  loosely  to  the  cable,  under  circum- 
stances which  might  be  accounted  for  by  their  having 
been  entangled  upon  it  during  its  passage  through  the 
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water,  but  they  are  moulded  upon  its  outer  surface  or 
cemented  to  it  by  calcareous  or  horny  excretions,  and 
some  of  them,  such  as  the  corals  and  bryozoa,  from 
what  we  know  of  their  history  and  mode  of  life,  must 
have  become  attached  to  it  as  minute  germs,  and  have 
grown  to  maturity  in  the  position  in  which  they  were 
found.  I  must  therefore  regard  this  observation  of 
Mr.  Fleeraing  Jenkin  as  having  afforded  the  first 
absolute  proof  of  the  existence  of  highly-organized 
animals  living  at  depths  of  upwards  of  1,000  fathoms. 
During  the  several  cruises  of  H.M.  ships  'Light- 
ning' and  '  Porcupine  '  in  the  years  1868,  1869,  and 
1870,'  fifty-seven  hauls  of  the  dredge  were  taken  in 
the  Atlantic  at  depths  beyond  500  fathoms,  and  six- 
teen at  depths  beyond  1,000  fathoms,  and  In  all  cases 
life  was  abundant.  In  1869  we  took  two  casts  in 
depths  greater  than  2,000  fathoms.  In  both  of  these 
life  was  abundant :  and  with  the  deepest  cast,  2,435 
fathoms,  off  the  mouth  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  we  took 
living,  wcll-mai'ked,  and  ebaracteristic  examples  of 
all  of  the  five  invertebrate  sub-kingdoms.     And  thus 

'  PrcliuiDarj'  Report,  by  Pr.  William  Caqjentei-,  V.P.R.S.,  of 
Dredging  Openttions  in  llie  Sena  to  the  North  of  the  British  lalanda, 
carried  on  iu  Her  Majesty's  stcAm-veseel  '  LigJitning '  hy  Dr.  Carpenter 
and  Or.  Wyville  Tbomaon,  Proreesor  of  Natural  History  in  Queen's 
CoUeije,  Belfast.    (Proceodings  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  1S68.) 

Preliminary  ICeport  of  the  Scieotifir  Exploration  of  the  Deep  Sea 
in  n.M.  sarveying'Voesel  '  Porcupine,'  during  the  Sniumer  of  1S69. 
Conducted  by  Dr.  Cari>entet,  V.P,R.S.,  J.  Gwyn  Jeflreya,  F.RS.,  and 
Professor  Wyville  Thoineon,  LI-D„  F.R.8.  (Proceedinga  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  London,  1870.) 

Report  of  Deep  Sea  Researches  carried  on  during  the  months  of 
July,  Augiwt.  and  Seplembor  1870,  in  Il.U.  aurveying-Eibip  '  Porcu- 
piws'  by  W.  B.  Carpenter. M.D.,  F.R.S.  and  ,1.  Gwyn  Joffruya,  KR-Sl 
(PWowtinyi  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Lviu.lon.  1870.) 
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the  question  of  the  existence  of  abundant  animal  life 
at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  has  been  finally  settled  and 
for  all  depths,  for  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  depth  anywhere  exceeds  between  three  and  four 
thousand  fathoms ;  and  if  there  be  nothing  in  the 
conditions  of  a  depth  of  2,600  fathoms  to  prevent  the 
full  development  of  a  varied  fauna,  it  is  impossible 
to  suppose  that  even  an  additional  thousand  fathoms 
would  make  any  great  difference. 

The  conditions  which  might  be  expected  principally 
to  aflfect  animal  life  at  great  depths  of  the  sea  are 
pressure,  temperature,  and  the  absence  of  light  which 
apparently  involves  the  absence  of  vegetable  food. 

After  passing  a  zone  surrounding  the  land,  which 
is  everywhere  narrow  compared  with  the  extent  of 
the  ocean,  through  which  the  bottom  more  or  less 
abruptly  shelves  downwards  and  the  water  deepens ; 
speaking  very  generally,  the  average  depth  of  the  sea 
is  2,000  fathoms,  or  about  two  miles ;  as  far  below 
the  surface  as  the  average  height  of  .he  Swiss  Alps. 
In  some  places  the  depth  seems  to  l^  considerably 
greater,  possibly  here  and  there  nearly  double  that 
amount;  but  these  abysses  are  certainly  very  local, 
and  their  existence  is  even  uncertain,  and  a  vast 
portion  of  the  area  does  not  reach  a  depth  of  1,500 
fathoms. 

The  enormous  pressure  at  these  great  depths  seemed 
at  first  sight  alone  suflicient  to  put  any  idea  of  life 
out  of  the  question.  There  was  a  curious  popular 
notion,  in  which  I  well  remember  sharing  when  a  boy, 
that,  in  going  down,  the  sea-water  became  gradually 
under  the  pressure  heavier  and  heavier,  and  that  all 
the  loose  things  in  the  sea  floated  at  different  levels, 
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according  to  their  specific  weight :  skeletons  of  men, 
anchors  and  shot  and  cannon,  and  last  of  all  the 
broad  gold  pieces  wrecked  in  the  loss  of  many  a 
galleon  on  the  Spanish  Main ;  the  whole  forming  a 
kind  of  '  false  bottom '  to  the  ocean,  beneath  which 
there  lay  all  the  depth  of  clear  still  water,  which  was 
heavier  than  molten  gold. 

The  conditions  of  pressure  are  certainly  very  extra- 
ordinary. At  2,000  fathoms  a  man  would  bear  upon  his 
body  a  weight  equal  to  twenty  locomotive  engines,  cacli 
with  a  long  goods  train  loaded  with  pig  iron.  We  nre 
apt  to  forget,  however,  that  water  is  almost  incom- 
pressible, and  that  therefore  the  density  of  sea-water 
at  a  depth  of  2,000  fathoms  is  scarcely  appreciably 
increased.  At  the  depth  of  a  mile,  under  a  pressure 
of  about  159  atmosphere?,  sea-water,  according  to  the 
formula  given  by  Jamiu,  is  compressed  by  the  ,1t  of 
its  volume;  and  at  twenty  miles,  supposing  the  law  of 
the  compressibility  to  continue  the  same,  by  only  l  of 
its  volume — that  is  to  say,  the  volume  at  that  depth 
would  be  f  of  the  volume  of  the  same  weight  of  water 
at  the  surface.  Any  free  air  suspended  in  the  water, 
or  contained  in  any  compressible  tissue  of  an  animal 
at  2,000  fathoms,  would  be  reduced  to  a  mere  fraction 
of  its  bulk,  but  an  organism  supported  through  all  its 
tissues  on  all  sides,  within  and  without,  by  incom- 
pressible fluids  at  the  same  pressure,  would  not 
necessarily  be  incommoded  by  it.  We  sometimes 
find  when  we  get  up  in  Ihe  morning,  by  a  rise  of  an 
inch  in  the  barometer,  tliat  nearly  half  a  ton  has  been 
quietly  piled  upon  us  during  the  night,  hut  we  oxpo- 
rience  no  inconvenience,  rather  a  feeling  of  exhilara- 
tion and  buoyancy,  since  it  requires  a  little  less  cxcv- 
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tion  to  move  our  bodies  in  the  denser  medium.  "We 
ore  already  familiar,  chiefly  throu!>;h  the  researches  of 
the  late  Professor  Sars,  with  a  long  list  of  animals  of 
all  the  invertebrate  gi'onps  living  at  a  depth  of  300  to 
400  fathoms,  and  consequently  subject  to  a  pressure 
of  1,120  lbs.  on  the  square  inch ;  and  off  the  coast  of 
Portugal  there  is  a  great  fishery  of  sharks  {Ccnlrns- 
cymnua  ccelolepis,  Boc.  and  Cap  ),  carried  on  beyond 
that  depth. 

If  an  animal  so  high  in  the  scale  of  organization 
as  a  shark  can  bear  without  inconvenience  the 
pressure  of  half  a  ton  on  the  square  inch,  it  is  a 
sufficient  proof  that  the  pressure  is  applied  under 
circumstances  which  prevent  its  affecting  it  to  its 
jirejudice,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  tolerate  equally  ^ell  a  pressure  of 
one  or  two  tons.  At  all  events  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  animals  of  all  the  invertebrate  classes  which 
abound  at  a  depth  of  2,000  fathoms  do  bear  that 
extreme  pressure,  and  that  they  do  not  seem  to  be 
affected  by  it  in  any  way.  "We  dredged  at  2,435 
fathoms  Scrdbicitlaria  nilUla,  Miller,  a  species 
which  is  abundant  in  six  fathoms  and  at  all  inter- 
mediate depths,  and  at  2,090  fathoms  a  large  Fusm, 
with  species  of  many  genera  which  are  familiar  at 
moderate  depths.  Although  highly  organized  animals 
may  live  when  permanently  subjected  to  these  high 
pressures,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  they  could 
survive  the  change  of  condition  involved  in  the  jiros- 
sure  being  suddenly  remo\'e(l.  Most  of  the  mollusca 
and  annelids  brought  up  in  the  dredge  from  beyond 
1,000  fathoms  Avere  either  dead  or  in  a  very  sluggish 
state.     Some  of  the  star-tishcs  moved  for  some  time 
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feebly,  and  the  spines  and  pedicellariie  moved  on  the 
shells  of  the  urchins,  but  all  the  animals  had  evi- 
dently received  from  some  cause  their  death-shock. 
Dr.  Perceval  Wright  mentions '  that  all  the  slmrka 
brought  up  by  the  long  lines  from  500  fathoms  in 
Setuhal  Bay  are  dead  M'lien  they  reach  the  surface. 

Various  methods  have  been  proposed  to  test  the 
actual  pressure  at  great  depths,  but  as  all  the  elements 
in  the  calculation  are  well  known,  it  is  easier  to  work 
out  the  question  in  the  study  than  in  the  field.  A 
neat  instrument  was  constructed  for  the  American 
Coast  Survey.  A  brass  piston  or  plunger  was  fitted 
accurately  into  a  cylindrical  hole  in  the  wall  of  a  brass 
water-tight  chamber.  The  chamber  was  completely 
filled  witli  water,  and  a  clasping  index  on  tlie  plunger 
marked  to  what  extent  the  plunger  bad  been  driven 
into  the  wafer  contained  in  the  chamber  by  the 
extreme  pressura  The  required  indication  is  no 
doubt  given,  but  such  an  instrument  is  at  the  same 
time  an  extremely  delicate  thermoscope,  and  until 
lately  there  has  been  no  perfect  means  of  correcting 
for  temperature.  A  more  important  application  of 
the  pressure-gauge  is  to  check  tlie  accuracy  of  deep 
soundings.  Probably  the  best  arrangement  which 
has  been  proposed  for  the  purpose  is  a  long  capil- 
lary glass  tube,  calibrated  and  graduated  to  milli- 
metres, open  at  one  end,  and  provided  willi  a  moveable 
index  to  show  to  what  amount  the  air  contained  in 
the  tube  has  been  compressed  by  the  entrance  of  the 
water.    The  principal  objection  to  this  device  is  the 

'  NoU;9  on  Dtfp  Soa  I'rciigiiiR,  by  Edwnrii  PcfRnvnl  Wright,  llt.t)., 
F.I*8,  Professor  of  Zoology,  Trinity  College,  Dublin.     (AnnslB  and 
B  of  Nalural  HUtory,  Pecerober  1808.) 
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great  difficulty  in  arranging  an  index  M^hich  will 
measure  with  accuracy  the  extremely  small  space  into 
which  even  a  long  column  of  air  is  compressed  when 
the  pressure  becomes  very  great.  It  can  scarcely  be 
made  available  beyond  1,000  fathoms  (200  atmo- 
spheres). 

We  have  in  Sir  John  Herschel's  *  Physical  Geo- 
graphy/^ and  in  Dr.  Wallich's  *  Atlantic  Sea-bed,'* 
where  it  is  given  in  the  fullest  detail,  the  doctrine  of 
the  distribution  of  deep-sea  temperature  as  it  seems 
to  have  been  almost  universally  adopted  up  to  the 
time  of  the  cruise  of  the  *  Lightning.'  It  was  gene- 
rally understood  that  while  the  surface  temperature, 
which  depended  upon  direct  solar  radiation,  the 
direction  of  currents,  the  temperature  of  winds,  and 
other  temporary  causes,  might  vary  to  any  amount ; 
at  a  certain  depth  the  temperature  was  permanent  at 
4*  C,  the  temperature  of  the  greatest  density  of  fresh 
water.  It  is  singular  that  this  belief  should  have  met 
with  so  general  acceptance,  for  so  early  as  the  year 
1833  M.  Depretz'  determined  that  the  temperature 
of  the  maximum  density  of  sea-water,  which  contracts 
steadily  till  just  above  its  freezing-point,  is  -  3°-67  C. ; 
and  even  before  that  time  observations  of  sea-tem- 
peratures at  great  depths,  which  were  certainly  trust- 
worthy within  a  few  degrees,  had  indicated  several 
degrees  below  the  freezing-point  of  fresh  water. 

The  question  of  the  distribution  of  heat  in  the  sea, 

^  Physical  Geography ;  from  the  "  Encyclopaedia  Britannica.**  By 
Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel,  Bart.  K.H.  &c.  &c.,  p.  45.    Edinburgh,  1861. 

'  Atlantic  Sea-bed,  p.  98. 

'  Recherches  sur  le  Maximum  de  Density  des  Dissolutions  aqueuses. 
(Annalea  de  Chimie,  tome  Ixx.  1833,  p.  54.) 
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which  is  one  of  the  greatest  interest  in  connection 
with  the  distrihiition  of  marine  animals,  will  he  fully 
discussed  in  a  future  chapter.  The  hroad  conclusions 
to  which  we  have  been  led  l>y  late  investigations  are, 
that  instead  of  there  being  a  permanent  deep  layer  of 
water  at  4'  C.  tbe  average  temperature  of  the  bottom 
of  the  deep  sea  in  temperate  and  tropical  regions  is 
about  0"  C,  the  freezing-point  of  fresh  water  ;  and  that 
there  is  a  general  surface  movement  of  warm  water, 
produced  probably  by  a  combination  of  various  causes, 
from  the  equatorial  regions  towards  the  poles,  and  a 
slow  under-current,  or  rather  indraught,  of  cold  water 
from  the  poles  towards  the  equator.  From  cases 
which  are  recorded,  chiefly  by  the  early  American 
sounding  expeditions,  of  the  sounding-line  having  been 
run  out  into  long  loops  in  soundings  where,  from  the 
nature  of  the  sea-bed,  the  bottom  water  appeared  to 
be  still,  it  would  seem  that  there  are  also  in  some 
places  intermediate  currents ;  hut  with  reference  to 
their  limits  and  distribution  we  have  as  yet  no  data. 
That  a  cold  flow  from  the  polar  seas  passes  over  the 
bottom  seems  to  be  proved  by  the  fact  that  in  all 
parts  of  tlie  world  wherever  deep  temperature  sound- 
ings liave  been  taken,  from  the  arctic  circle  to  the 
equator,  the  temperature  sinks  with  increasing  depth, 
and  is  lower  at  the  bottom  than  the  normal  tempera^ 
ture  of  (he  crust  of  the  earth  ;  an  evidence  that  a 
constantly  renewed  supply  of  cold  water  is  cooling 
doivn  the  surface  of  (he  crust,  wbich,  being  a  bad  con- 
duclor,  does  not  transmit  heat  wi(li  sufficient  rapidity 
to  nlfcct  perceptibly  tlie  temperature  of  the  Odld  in- 
draught. It  is  probable  that  in  winter,  ui  those  parts 
of  the  arctic  sea  which  are  not  directly  influenced  by 
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the  northern  extension  of  the  gulf  stream,  the  whole 
column  of  water  from  the  surface  to  the  bottom  is 
reduced  to  the  lowest  temperature  which  it  will  bear 
without  freezing,  and  is  thus  an  ample  source  of  the 
coldest  water  of  the  highest  specific  gravity. 

The  proof  that  the  flow  of  the  cold  indraught  is 
almost  secular  in  its  slowness,  is  that  over  a  large 
portion  of  the  ocean  where  the  low  bottom  tempera- 
ture is  known  to  prevail,  the  sea-bed  is  covered  with 
a  light  fleecy  deposit  of  microscopic  organisms  of 
great  delicacy,  into  which  the  sounding-lead  lias  in 
some  instances  sunk  several  feet,  and  which  must 
inevitably  be  drifted  away  by  a  current  of  appreciable 
velocity.  In  all  places  where  any  perceptible  current 
exists,  the  bottom  consists  of  sand  or  mud  or  gravel 
and  rolled  pebbles.  In  some  cases  also,  sounding  in 
the  deep  water  of  the  mid-Atlantic,  the  line,  after 
running  out  greatly  in  excess  of  the  depth,  has  been 
found  to  have  coiled  itself  in  a  tangled  mass  right 
over  the  lead — a  proof  of  almost  absolute  stillness. 

In  some  places,  owing  to  the  conformation  of  the 
neighbouring  land  or  of  the  sea-bottom,  warm  and 
cold  currents  are  circumscribed  and  localized,  and  this 
sometimes  gives  us  the  singular  phenomenon  of  a 
patch  or  stripe  of  warm  and  a  patch  of  cold  sea  meet- 
ing in  an  invisible  but  very  definite  line.  There  is 
a  curious  instance  of  this  in  the  *  cold  wall  *  which 
defines  the  western  border  of  the  gulf  stream  along 
the  coast  of  Massachusetts,  and  another  scarcely  less 
marked  which  we  discovered  during  the  trial  cruise 
of  the  *  Lightning '  has  been  fully  described  by  Dr. 
Carpenter  in  his  report  of  that  cruise,  and  will  be 
referred  to  hereafter. 
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In  moderate  depths  sometimes  the  whole  mass  of 
water  from  the  surface  to  the  bottom  is  abnormally 
warm,  owing  to  the  movement  in  a  certain  direction 
of  a  great  body  of  warm  water,  as  in  the  '  warm  area ' 
to  the  north-west  of  the  Hebrides ;  and  sometimes 
the  whole  body  of  water  is  abnormally  cold,  as  in  the 
'  cold  area'  between  Scotland  and  Fseroe,  and  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  German  Ocean.  In  deep  water, 
however,  after  the  first  few  hundred  fathoms,  the 
thermometer  usually  sinks  gradually  and  very  slowly 
till  it  reaches  its  minimum  at  the  bottom,  a  little 
above  or  below  the  zero  of  the  centigrade  scale. 

The  temperature  of  the  sea  apparently  never  sinks 
at  any  depth  below— 3°'5  C,  a  degree  of  cold  which, 
singularly  enough,  is  not  inconsistent  witli  abundant 
and  vigorous  animal  life,  so  that  in  the  ocean,  except 
perhaps  within  the  eternal  ice-barrier  of  the  antai'ctic 
pole,  life  seems  nowhere  to  be  limited  by  cold.  But 
although  certain  sea-aniraals — many  of  them,  such  as 
the  siphonophora,  the  salpce,  and  the  ctenophorous 
mcdusEe.of  the  most  delicate  and  complicated  organiza- 
tion— are  tolerant  of  such  severe  cold,  it  would  appear 
to  be  temperature  almost  entirely  which  regulates  the 
distribution  of  species.  The  nature  of  the  ground 
can  have  little  to  say  to  it,  for  on  every  line  of  coast 
of  any  extent  almost  every  condition  and  every  kind 
of  sediment  is  usually  represented.  From  their  inha- 
biting a  medium  which  differs  but  little  in  weight 
from  the  substance  of  their  bodies,  and  from  the  great 
majority  of  them  producing  free-moving  larvae  or  fry 
in  vast  numbers  which  are  floated  along  from  place 
to  place  by  currents,  marine  animals  would  seem  to 
have  every  possible  chance  of  extending  their  area. 
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and  yet  the  geographical  distribution  of  most  of  the 
shallow-water  species  is  well  defined,  and  frequently 
somewhat  restricted.  Unfortunately  we  know  as  yet 
very  little  about  the  general  distribution  of  marine 
animals.  Except  along  the  coasts  of  Britain  and 
ScandinaTia,  a  part  of  the  North  American  coast,  and 
a  part  of  the  Mediterranean,  we  know  absolutely 
nothing  beyond  the  shore  zone,  or  at  all  events  beyond 
10  or  15  fathoms.  "What  little  we'do  know  is  con- 
fined almost  entirely  to  the  moUusca,  and  is  due,  not 
80  much  to  scientific  research  as  to  the  commercial 
value  which  the  acquisitive  zeal  of  conchologists  has 
placed  upon  rare  shells.  It  may  be  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  the  same  laws  which  regulate  the  distri- 
bution of  littoral  and  sub-littoral  mollusca,  affect  in 
like  manner  that  of  shallow-water  annulosa,  echino- 
denns,  and  ccelenterates ;  indeed,  from  the  scattered 
observations  which  have  been  made  on  the  distribu- 
tion of  these  latter  groups,  it  seems  certain  that  such 
is  the  case. 

Woodward'  regarded  the  marine  mollusca  as  occupy- 
ing eighteen  well-defined  'provinces,'  fulfilling  more 
or  less  completely  the  condition  of  having  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  species  peculiar  to  the  province.  Edward 
Forbes  defined  twenty-five  such  'regions ;'  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  in  both  cases  at  least  three-fourths 
of  the  number  of  areas  defined  were  based  upon  the 
most  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  larger  and  more  con- 
spicuous shore  shells  only.  It  has  been  constantly 
observed  in  the  few  cases  confined  entirely  to  the 
shores  of  the  North  Atlantic  and  the  Mediterranean, 

I  A  Manual  of  the  irullusca.  Bjr  S.  P.  Woodward.  London,  1851. 
P.  364. 
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in  whk-Ii  drcdifing  has  lieen  attempted  at  any  consider- 
jilile  depth,  say  30  or  W  fathoms,  that  the  numher  of 
species  common  to  the  province  dredged  and  to  the 
province  to  the  north  of  it,  is  greatly  increased  hy 
the  investigation  being  carried  into  a  deeper  zone.' 
Thus  iu  the  lusitanian  province  Mr.  He  Andrew 
dredged  ott"  the  coast  of  Galicia  and  Asturias,  212 
species,  50  per  cent,  of  wliich  were  common  to  the 
coast  of  Norway ;  and  off  the  south  of  Spain  33o 
species  were  obtained,  of  which  28  per  cent,  were 
common  to  Norway  (boreal  province),  and  51  j)er 
cent,  to  Britain  (chiefly  celtic  province).  The  shells 
common  to  the  two  or  three  provinces  were  chiefly 
those  dredged  from  considerable  depths.  The  littoral 
forms  had  a  much  more  distinct  aspect.  The  mollusca 
of  the  '  Porcupine '  expedition  have  not  yet  been 
thoroughly  worked  out.  They  are  in  the  hands  of 
Jlr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys,  and  his  preliminary  reports  give  a 
most  interesting  forecast  of  what  we  may  expect  when 
his  labour  is  completed.  He  announces  something 
like  250  new  species.  Some  of  the  more  interesting 
of  these,  and  the  general  phenomena  of  their  distri- 
bution, will  be  referred  to  in  a  future  chapter. 

The  eehinoderms  of  the  expedition  are  moi-e  limited 
in  numher,  and  hare  already  been  examined  by  the 
writer  with  some  care.  The  general  distribution  of 
the  Eehinodermata  is  not  so  well  known  as  that  of  the 
Mollusca.  There  are  many  littoral  ami  sub-littoral 
species.  Many  of  these  art*  local,  but  many  have  a 
wide  geographical  distribution,  usually  along  what 
Edward  Forlws  calls  a  '  homoioxoic  belt,"  a  Iielt  of 
nearly  similar  eircumstanct^s  of  eliniato  extending 
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through  many  degrees  of  longitude,  but  few  of  latitude. 
As  a  class,  however,  they  prefer  a  depth  rather  beyond 
20  fathoms,'  beyond  the  reach  of  very  violent  climatic 
vicissitudes.  They  are  conspicuous  things,  showing 
usually  sufficiently  bold  specific  characters,  and  thus 
they  are  less  liable  to  confusion  than  most  other  groups. 
They  involve  in  their  history  and  economy  several  of 
the  principal  questions  discussed  in  this  volume ;  while 
giving,  therefore,  such  a  brief  sketch  as  the  space  at 
my  disposal  and  the  amount  of  ray  present  informa- 
tion may  permit,  of  the  additions  whicli  have  been 
made  during  our  dredging  cruises  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  other  invertebrate  classes,  I  will  use  the  echi- 
noderms  and  the  protozoa  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  general  illustration. 

Littoral  and  shallow-water  species  of  animals  must 
be  much  more  liable  to  have  their  migrations  inter- 
rupted by  '  natural  barriers,'  such  as  deep  water 
through  which  they  cannot  pass,  or  currents  of 
warmer  or  of  colder  water;  they  must  likewise  be 
much  more  atfected  by  local  circumstances,  such  as 
extreme  differences  between  summer  and  winter  tem- 
perature ;  so  that  they  might  be  expected  to  be  moi-e 
circumscribed  and  local  in  their  distribution  than  the 
denizens  of  greater  depths — and  they  certainly  are  so. 
The  conditions  of  the  bottom  in  the  zone  from  20  to 
50  fathoms  are  much  more  equable  than  near  the 
surface.  Direct  solar  radiation  in  temperate  regions 
affects  this  zone  very  slightly,  so  that  it  probably 

'  Distribution  of  Marine  Life.  By  Professor  Ed  ward  Forbes,  F.RS,, 
President  of  the  Geological  Society.  (From  the  Physical  Atlas  «r 
Xatnral  Phenomena,  by  Alcxnndcr  Keith  Juhnston,  F.R,G.S.,  Ac. 
(Edinbnrgh,  1S54.) 
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maiutaiDS  nearly  the  same  conditions  of  temperature 
through  many  degrees  of  latitude ;  and  when  ns  it 
passes  southwards  it  does  hecome  gradually  affeeted 
by  increasing  warmth,  it  may  be  supposed  merely  to 
sink  a  few  fathoms  deeper,  carrying  its  conditions  and 
its  fauna  along  with  it.  Tor  example,  animal  forma 
which  aI)ound  in  the  eeltic  province  at  25  fathoms 
with  a  mean  temperature  of  10°  C.  may  be  expected 
in  greatest  number  in  perhaps  40  or  SO  fathoms, 
with  the  same  temperature,  in  the  lusitanian  province. 
Such  a  zone  may  thus  be  continuous  for  a  great  dis- 
tance, while  the  surface  climate  has  been  altering 
gi-eatly,  and  the  migrations  of  littoral  forms  have 
been  again  and  again  interrupted.  But  the  deeper 
zone  also  sometimes  meets  with  a  '  natural  barrier,' 
as  at  the  line  of  junction  between  the  warm  and  cold 
areas  already  mentioned ;  which  causes  a  cui-ious 
sifting  out  of  those  species  which  are  intolerant  of  a 
change  of  temperature.  Thus  the  fauna  of  the  tem- 
perate northward  llow  of  water  off  Ihe  west  coast  of 
Scotland  is  materially  different  from  that  of  the  cold 
indraught  along  the  east  coast. 

If  there  be  this  overlapping  between  the  lusitanian 
and  Celtic  provinces,  the  same  relation  may  be  antici- 
pated between  our  own  and  the  boreal  province;  and 
it  is  well  known  that  tins  is  the  case,  for  the  great 
majority  of  the  mollusca  which  liave  been  dredged  by 
McAndrew,  Barlee,  and  especially  by  Gwyn  Jeflfreys, 
from  depths  below  50  fathoms,  are  identical  with  those 
found  in  shallower  water  on  the  Scandinavian  coast. 
Our  recent  work,  while  it  has  hrought  out  more  fully 
the  overlapping,  has  gone  nineh  farther  towards  the 
indication  of  a  general  law. 
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It  seems  probable  that  the  distribution  of  marine 
animals  is  determined  by  the  extremes  of  temperature 
rather  than  by  the  means.  The  mean  winter  tempera- 
ture of  the  surface  and  of  moderate  depths  oflf  the 
north  coast  of  Norway  is  about  2''  C,  and  the  extreme 
about  0°  C. ;  and  on  the  coast  of  Greenland  the  mean 
sinks  to  - 1*  C,  and  the  extreme  to  —  3''  C. 

The  temperature  of  the  trough  between  Scotland 
and  Fabroe  at  the  depth  of  600  fathoms  is  from  O""  to 
— 1*  C,  and  we  find  in  that  trough,  along  with  many 
undescribed  forms  which  are  special  to  very  deep 
water,  every  one  of  the  echinoderms  hitherto  found 
on  the  coast  of  Scandinavia  and  Greenland,  with  the 
single  exception,  I  believe,  of  Ophioglypha  stiiwitzii^  a 
shidlow- water  Greenland  form  among  the  ophiurids, 
and  of  one  or  two  holothurids  which  have  as  yet 
evaded  us. 

The  temperature  of  the  telegraphic  plateau  at  1,000 
to  2,000  fathoms  is  apparently  usually  from  S*'  to  2''  C, 
and  at  2,500  fathoms  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  it  is  2''  C. 
Prom  800  to  2,000  fathoms  all  along  the  west  coasts 
of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Prance,  we  have  dredged 
Scandinavian  echinoderms  in  abundance,  and  from 
the  deep  water  as  far  south  as  the  coast  of  Portugal 
I  have  received  examples  of  some  of  the  best  marked 
northern  forms,  such  as  Echintis  elegans^  D.  and  K. ; 
Toxapneustes  drobachiensisy  O.  P.  Mtjller  ;  Brissopsis 
lyrifera^  Porbes  ;  TripylVrS  fragiliSi  D.  and  K. ;  the 
magnificent  Brisinga  coronaia,  G.  O.  Sars  (Pig.  7), 
and  B.  endecacnemos,  Absjornsen;  Pter aster  mili- 
tariSf  M.  and  T. ;  Ophiacantha  apinulosa^  M.  and  T. ; 
Ophiocten  sericeum,  Porbes  ;  Ophioglypha  samiiy 
LfJTK. ;   Asteronyx   lovSni,  M.  and  T. ;  and  Astero- 


THK  DEPTHS  OF  THE  SUA 


\a 


phtfton  Utickii,  M.  and  T.,  from  Mr.  Gwyu  Jeffreys' 
dredgings  in  1870.  Deep-sea  forms  dredged  round 
our  coast  identical  with  nortliern  species  hare  been 
usually  regarded  aa  'boreal  outliers'  (Forbes),  or  at 
all  events  as  species  which  have  extended  their  dis- 
tribution from  nortbern  centres.  This  idea  probably 
arose  in  a  great  measure  from  their  having  been 
discovered  and  first  described  in  Scandinavia.  AVe 
actually  know  nothing  about  their  centres  of  distri- 
bution ;  all  we  know  of  them  is  that  they  are  the  in- 
habitants of  au  enormously  extended  zone  of  special 
thermal  conditions,  which  '  crops  out,'  as  it  were,  or 
rather  comes  within  range  of  the  ordinary  means  of 
observation,  off  the  coasts  of  Scandinavia. 

Edward  Torbcs  pointed  out  long  ago  the  kind  of  in- 
verted analofjy  which  exists  between  the  distribution  of 
land  animals  and  plants  and  that  of  the  fauna  and  flora 
of  tlie  sea.  In  the  case  of  the  land,  while  at  tlic  level 
of  the  sea  there  is,  in  temperate  and  tropical  regions,  a 
luxuriant  vegetation  with  a  correspondingly  numerous 
fauna,  as  we  ascend  the  slope  of  a  mountain  range 
the  conditions  gradually  become  more  severe;  species 
after  species  belonging  to  the  more  fortunate  plains 
beneath  disappear,  and  are  replaced  by  others  whose 
representatives  are  only  to  be  found  on  other  moun- 
tain ridges,  or  on  the  shores  of  an  arctic  sea.  In  the 
ocean,  on  the  other  hand,  tlierc  is  along  the  shore  line 
and  within  the  first  few  fathoms,  a  rich  and  varied 
flora  and  fauna,  which  participates  and  sympathises 
in  all  the  circumstances  of  climate  which  affect  tht' 
inhabitants  of  the  land.  As  we  descend,  the  condi- 
tions gradually  become  more  rigorous,  the  tempera- 
ture faUs,  and  alteratiuas  of  temperatarc  are  less  felt. 
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The  fauna  becomes  more  uniform  ovei'  a  larger  area, 
and  is  manifestly  one  of  which  the  sliallower  water 
fauna  of  some  colder  region  is  to  a  great  extent  a 
lateral  extension.  Going  still  deeper,  the  severity  of 
the  cold  increases  until  we  reach  the  vast  undulating 
plains  and  valleys  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  with  their 
fauna  partly  peculiar  and  partly  polar — a  region  the 
extension  of  whose  extreme  thermal  conditions  only 
approaches  the  surface  within  the  arctic  and  antarctic 
circles. 

We  have  as  yet  very  little  exact  knowledge  as  to 
the  distance  to  which  the  sun's  light  penetrates  into 
the  water  of  the  sea.  According  to  some  recent 
experiments  which  will  be  referred  to  in  a  future 
chapter,  it  would  appear  that  the  rays  capable  of 
affecting  a  delicate  photographic  film  are  very  rapidly 
cut  off,  their  effect  being  imperceptible  at  the  deptli 
of  only  a  few  fathoms.  It  is  probable  that  some 
portions  of  the  sun's  light  possessing  certain  pro- 
perties may  penetrate  to  a  much  greater  distance,  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  even  the  clearest  sea-water 
is  more  or  less  tinted  by  suspended  opaque  particles 
and  floating  organisms,  so  that  the  light  has  move 
than  a  pure  saline  solution  to  contend  with.  At  all 
events  it  is  certain  that  beyond  the  first  50  fathoms 
plants  are  barely  represented,  and  after  200  fathoms 
they  are  entirely  absent.  The  question  of  the  mode 
of  nutrition  of  animals  at  great  depths  becomes,  there- 
fore, a  very  singular  one.  The  practical  distinction 
between  plants  and  animals  is,  that  plants  prepare 
the  food  of  animals  by  decomposing  certain  inorganic 
substances  which  animals  cannot  use  as  food,  and 
recombining  their  elements  into  organic  compounds 
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Upon  which  animals  can  feed.  Tliis  process  is,  how- 
ever, so  far  as  we  are  at  jircsent  aware,  constantly 
effected  under  the  influence  of  Iig:ht.  There  seems 
to  be  little  or  no  light  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea, 
and  there  are  certainly  no  plants  except  such  as 
may  sink  from  the  surface,  hut  the  bottom  of  the 
sea  is  a  mass  of  animal  life.  At  first  sight  it 
certainly  seems  dliTicult  to  account  for  the  main- 
tenance of  this  vast  animal  population  living  with- 
out any  visible  means  of  support.  Two  explanations 
have  been  suggested.  It  is  conceivable  that  certain 
animal  forms  may  have  the  power  of  decomposing 
water,  carbon  dioxide,  and  ammonia,  and  re-com- 
bining their  elements  into  organic  compounds  without 
the  agency  of  light.  Dr.  Wallich  supports  this  view, 
and  in  doing  so  he  states  that  "  Xo  exceptional  law 
is  invoked,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  proof  of 
these  organisms  being  endowed  with  the  power  to 
convert  inorganic  elements  for  their  own  nutrition 
rests  on  the  undisputed  power  which  they  possess 
of  separating  carbonate  of  lime  or  silica  from  waters 
holding  these  substances  in  solution." '  This,  how- 
ever, seems  scarcely  satisfactory.  All  the  substances 
employetl  in  the  nutrition  of  animals  are  ofi'ered  to 
them  finally  in  solution  in  water,  and  the  abstrac- 
tion of  these  from  their  watery  solutions  cannot  be 
regarded  as  a  '  chemical  separation.'  The  broad  dis- 
tinction still  remains,  that  when  carbon  dioxide  in 
Rulution  h  presented  to  a  green  piimt  in  the  sun- 
shine it  can  decompose  it,  while  an  animal  cannot. 

I    t>elieve   we   have   ti   jiimpler  explanation.      All 
sea-water    contains    a    certain    quantity    of  or)^autc 
■  SntUi  AUutu  SM-Ud,  ff.  131. 
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matter,  in  solution  and  in  suspension.  Its  sources 
are  obvious.  All  rivers  contain  a  considerable  quan- 
tity. Every  shore  is  surrounded  by  a  fringe  which 
averages  a  mile  in  width,  of  olive  and  red  sea- 
weed. In  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic  there  is  a 
marine  prairie,  the  *  Sargasso  sea,'  extending  over 
three  millions  of  square  miles.  The  sea  is  full  of 
animals,  which  are  constantly  dying  and  decay-- 
ing.  The  amount  of  organic  matter  derived  from 
these  and  other  sources  by  the  water  of  the  ocean 
is  very  appreciable.  Careful  analyses  of  the  water 
were  made  during  the  several  cruises  of  the  '  Por- 
cupine* to  detect  it  and  to  determine  its  amount, 
and  the  quantity  everywhere  was  capable  of  being 
rendered  manifest  and  estimated,  and  the  propor- 
tion was  found  to  be  very  uniform  in  all  localities 
and  at  all  depths.  Nearly  all  the  animals  at  extreme 
depths — practically  all  the  animals,  for  the  small 
number  of  higher  forms  feed  upon  these — belong  to 
one  sub-kingdom,  the  Protozoa;  whose  distinctive  cha- 
racter is  that  they  have  no  special  organs  of  nutrition, 
but  absorb  nourishment  through  the  wliole  surface 
of  their  jelly-like  bodies.  Most  of  these  animals 
secrete  exquisitely  formed  skeletons,  some  of  silica, 
some  of  carbonate  of  lime.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
they  extract  both  these  substances  from  the  sea- 
water  ;  and  it  seems  more  than  probable  that  the 
organic  matter  which  forms  their  soft  parts  is 
derived  from  the  same  source.  It  is  thus  quite 
intelligible  that  a  world  of  animals  may  live  in 
these  dark  abysses,  hut  it  is  a  necessary  condition 
that  they  must  chiefly  belong  to  a  class  capable  of 
being  supported  by  absorption  through  the  surface 
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of  thyir  bodii's  of  laatter  iu  solution,  developiug 
but  little  heat,  and  incurring  a  very  small  amount 
of  waste  by  any  manifestation  of  vital  activity. 
According  to  this  view,  it  seems  probable  that  at 
all  periods  of  the  earth's  history  some  form  of  the 
Protozoa — rhizopods,  sponges,  or  both — predominated 
f^reatly  over  all  otlier  forms  of  animal  life  in  the 
depths  of  the  warmer  regions  of  the  sea.  The  rhizo- 
pods,  like  the  corals  of  a  shaUower  zone,  form  huge 
accumulations  of  carbonate  of  lime,  and  it  is  pro- 
bably to  their  agency  that  we  must  refer  most  of 
those  great  bands  of  limestone  which  have  resisted 
time  and  change,  and  come  in  here  and  there  with 
their  rich  imbedded  lettering  to  mark  like  milestones 
the  progress  of  the  passing  ages. 
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Appendix  A.— Paiticulars  of  Depth,  Temperature,  and  Position  at 
the  various  DredgiDg  Stations  of  H.M.S.  'Lightning,'  in  the 
Summer  of  1868  ;  the  Temperatures  corrected  for  Pressure. 
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In  the  spring  of  the  year  1868,  my  friend  Dr.  W. 
B.  Carpenter,  at  that  time  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
of  the  Royal  Soeiety,  was  with  me  in  Ireland,  where 
we  were  working  out  together  the  structure  and 
development  of  the  Crinoids.  I  had  long  previously 
had  a  profound  conviction  that  the  land  of  promise 
for  the  naturalist,  the  only  remaining  region  where 
there  were  endless  novelties  of  extraordinary  interest 
ready  to  the  hand  which  had  the  means  of  gathering 
them,  was  the  bottom  of  the  deep  sea.  I  had  even 
had  a  glimpse  of  some  of  these  treasures,  for  I  had 
seen  the  year  before,  with  Professor  Sars,  the  forms 
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which  I  have  ah-cady  mentioned  dredged  by  his  son  at 
a  depth  of  300  to  AOO  fathoms  oflF  the  LoflFbten  Islands. 
I  propounded  my  views  to  my  fellow-labourer,  and 
we  discussed  the  subject  many  times  over  our  micro- 
scopes. I  strongly  urged  Dr.  Carpenter  to  use  his 
influence  at  head-quarters  to  induce  the  Admiralty, 
probably  through  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society, 
to  give  us  the  use  of  a  vessel  properly  fitted  with 
dredging  gear  and  all  necessary  scientific  apparatus, 
that  many  heavy  questions  as  to  the  state  of  things 
in  the  depths  of  the  ocean  which  were  still  in  a  state 
of  uncertaintv,  mifi^ht  be  definitely  settled.  After  full 
consideration,  Dr.  Carpenter  promised  his  hearty  co- 
operation, and  we  agreed  that  I  should  write  to  him 
on  his  return  to  London,  indicating  generally  the 
results  which  I  anticipated,  and  sketching  out  what 
I  conceived  to  be  a  promising  line  of  inquiry.  The 
Council  of  the  Royal  Society  warmly  supported  the 
proposal  ;  and  I  give  here  in  chronological  order  the 
short  and  eminently  satisfactory  correspondence  which 
led  to  the  Admiralty  placing  at  the  disposal  of  Dr. 
Carpenter  and  myself  the  gunboat  *  Lightning '  under 
the  comn\and  of  Staff'-Commander  May,  R.N.,  in  the 
summer  of  180S,  for  a  trial  cruise  to  the  north  of 
Scotland,  and  afterwards  to  the  much  wider  surveys  in 
ll.lM.S.  *  Torcupine,'  Capt.  Calver,  R.N.,  which  were 
made  with  the  additional  association  of  Mr.  Gwyn 
J  ell  revs  in  the  summers  of  the  vears  1869  and  1870. 

From  Prof.  JVi/nllr  Thomson,  Belfast,  to  Dr.  Carpenter,  V.P.RS, 

May  30,  1868. 

My  iu:ar  CARrKNTER.- When  I  last  saw  you,  I  suggested  how 
very  iinportuut  it  would  be  to  the  advancement  of  science  to 
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determine  with  accuracy  the  conditions  and  distribution  of 
Animal  life  at  great  depths  in  the  ocean ;  I  now  i-eaiime  the 
facts  and  considerations  which  lead  me  to  believe  ihat  researches 
in  this  direction  promise  valuable  results. 

AH  recent  observations  tend  to  negative  Edward  Forbes's 
opinion  that  a  zero  of  animal  life  was  to  be  reached  at  a  depth 
of  a  few  hundred  fathoms.  Two  years  ago,  M.  Sars,  Swedish 
Government  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  had  an  opporiunity  in  his 
official  capacity  of  dredging  off  the  Loffoten  Islands  at  a  depth 
of  300  fathoms.  I  visited  Norway  shortly  after  his  return,  and 
had  no  opportunity  of  studying  with  his  father.  Prof  Sars,  some 
of  his  results.  Animal  forms  were  abundant;  many,  of  them 
were  new  to  science ;  and  among  them  was  one  of  surpassing 
interest,  the  small  Crinoid  of  which  you  have  a  specimen,  and 
which  we  at  once  recognized  as  a  degraded  type  of  the  Ano- 
criniDjG,  an  order  hitherto  regarded  as  extinct,  which  attained 
its  maximum  in  the  Pear-encrinites  of  the  Jurassic  period,  and 
whose  latest  representative  hitherto  known  was  the  Bourguetti- 
crinvs  of  the  Chalk.  Some  years  previously,  M.  Absjomsen, 
dredging  in  200  fathoms  in  the  Hardangerfjord.  procured  several 
examples  of  a  Starfish  {Brisinga)  which  seems  to  find  its  neflrest 
ally  in  the  fossil  genus  Protaster.  These  observations  place  it 
beyond  a  doubt  that  animal  life  is  abundant  in  the  ocean  at 
depths  varying  from  200  to  300  fathoms,  that  the  fonns  at  these 
great  depths  differ  greatly  from  those  met  with  in  ordinary 
dredgings,  and  that,  at  all  events  in  some  cases,  these  animals 
are  closely  allied  to,  and  would  seem  to  be  directly  descended 
from,  the  fauna  of-the  early  Tertiaries. 

I  think  the  latter  result  might  almost  have  been  anticipated  ; 
and  probably  further  investigation  will  add  largely  to  this  class 
,  of  data,  and  wiU  give  us  an  opportunity  of  testing  our  deter- 
mination of  the  zoological  position  of  some  fossil  tj'pes  by  an 
examination  of  the  soft  parts  of  their  recent  representatives. 
The  main  cause  of  the  destruction,  the  migration,  and  the  extreme 
modification  of  Animal  types,  appears  to  be  change  of  climate, 
chiefly  depending  upon  oscillations  of  the  earth's  crust  These 
oscillations  do  not  appear  to  have  ranged,  in  the  northern  portion 
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of  tlie  Northern  Heniispberc,  mucli  beyond  1,000  feet  since  the 
commeucemeiit  of  the  Tertiary  epoch.  The  temperature  of  deep 
water  seems  to  l>e  constant  for  all  latitudes  at  39" ;  so  tliat  an 
immense  area  of  the  North  Atlantic  must  have  had  its  coudiliona 
unaffected  hy  Tertiary  or  Post-tertiary  oscillations. 

One  or  two  other  questions  of  the  highest  scientific  interest 
are  to  be  solved  by  the  proposed  investigations : — 

1st.  The  effect  of  pressure  upon  animal  life  at  yreat  depths. 
There  is  great  misapprehension  on  this  point.  Probably  a  per- 
fectly equal  pressure  to  any  amount  would  have  little  or  no 
effect.  Air  being  highly  compressible,  and  water  compressible 
only  to  a  very  alight  degree,  it  is  probable  that  under  a  pressure 
of  200  atmospheres,  water  may  be  even  more  aerated,  and  in  that 
respect  more  capable  of  supporting  life,  than  at  the  surface. 

2nd.  The  effect  of  the  great  diminution  of  the  stimulus  of 
Light.  From  the  condition  of  the  Cave  Tauna,  this  latter  agent 
probably  affects  only  the  development  of  colour  and  of  the 
organs  of  sight. 

1  have  little  doubt  that  it  is  quite  pi-acticable,  with  a  small 
heavy  dredge,  and  a  couple  of  mUes  of  stout  Manilla  rope,  to 
dredge  at  a  depth  of  1,000  fathoms.  Such  an  undertaking 
would,  however,  owing  to  the  distance  and  the  labour  iuvolved, 
be  quite  beyond  the  reach  of  private  enterprise.  What  1  am 
therefore  anxious  for  is,  that  the  Admiralty  may  be  induced, 
perhaps  at  the  instance  of  the  Council  of  the  Itoyal  Society,  to 
send  a  vessel  (such  as  one  of  those  which  accompanied  the  Cable 
£xpe<lition  to  take  soundings)  to  carry  out  the  research.  1 
should  be  ready  to  go  any  time  after  July;  and  if  you  would 
take  part  in  the  investigation,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  it 
would  give  good  results. 

I  would  propose  to  start  from  Aberdeen,  and  to  go  first  to  the 
Itockall  fishins-bnnks,  where  the  depth  is  moderate,  and  theooQ 
norlh- west  ward,  towards  the  coast  of  Greenland,  rather  lo  the 
north  of  Cape  Farewell.  We  should  thus  keep  pretty  nearly 
along  Uie  iftothemi  of  39°,  sliortty  reiiching  1.000  fathoms  depth, 
where,  allowing  l.OUO  feet  for  oscillations  in  Ic^-ul,  and  1,000  feet  J 
for  intluetiffi  of  eurface-eiirrents,  summer  heat,  Stc,  vo  should  J 


CHAP.  II.]         THE  CRUISE  OF  THE  'LIGHTNING:  53 

still  have  4,000  feet  of  water  whose  conditions  have  probably  not 
varied  greatly  since  the  commencement  of  the  Eocene  epoch. 
Youra  most  truly, 

WyviLLB  Thomsom. 

From  Dr.  Carpenter,  VJ'.E.S.,  to  the  Presideni  of  the  Scn/al  Society. 


Dear  General  Sabine, — During  a  recent  visit  to  Belfast, 
I  bad  the  opportunity  of  examining  some  of  the  specimens 
(transmitted  by  Prof.  Sars  of  Cbristiania  to  Prof.  Wyville 
Thomson)  which  have  been  obtained  by  M.  Sars,  jun..  Inspector 
of  Fisheries  to  the  Swedish  Government,  by  deep-sea  dredgiuga 
otf  the  coast  of  Korway.  These  specimens,  for  reasons  stated  in 
the  enclosed  letter  from  Prof.  Wyville  Thomson,  are  of  singular 
interest  alike  to  the  zoologist  and  to  the  palteontologist ;  and  the 
discovery  of  them  can  scarcely  fail  to  excite,  both  among  natu- 
ralists and  among  geolc^ists,  a  very  strong  desire  that  the  zoology 
of  the  deep  sea,  especially  in  the  Northern  Atlantic  region,  should 
be  more  thoroughly  and  systematically  explored  than  it  has 
ever  yet  been.  From  what  I  know  of  your  own  early  labours  in 
this  field,  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of  your  full  concurrence  in 
this  desire. 

Such  an  exploration  cannot  be  undertaken  by  private  indi- 
viduals, even  when  aided  by  grants  from  Scientific  Societies. 
For  dredging  at  great  depths,  a  vessel  of  considerable  size  is 
requisite,  with  a  trained  crew,  such  as  is  only  to  be  found  in  the 
Government  service.  It  was  by  the  aid  of  such  an  equipment, 
furnished  by  the  Swedish  Government,  that  the  researches  of 
M.  Sara  were  carried  on. 

Now,  as  there  are  understood  to  be  at  the  present  time  an 
unusual  number  of  gunboats  and  other  cruisers  on  our  northern 
and  western  coasts,  which  will  probably  remain  on  their  stations 
until  the  end  of  the  season,  it  has  occurred  to  Prof.  Wyville 
Thomson  and  myself,  that  the  Admiralty,  if  moved  thereto  by 
the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society,  might  be  induced  to  place  one 
of  these  vessels  at  the  disposal  of  ourselves  and  of  any  other 
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naturalUta  who  might  be  willing  to  accompany  us,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  a  syatemfttic  course  of  deep-sea  dredging 
for  a  month  or  six  weeks  of  the  present  summer,  commencing 
early  in  August. 

Though  we  desire  that  this  inquiiy  should  be  extended  both 
in  geographical  range  and  in  depth  as  for  as  is  proposed  in  Prof 
WyriUe  Thomson's  letter,  we  think  it  preferable  to  limit  our- 
selves on  the  present  ot'casion  to  a  request  which  will  not,  we 
believe,  involve  the  exti-a  expense  of  sending  out  a  coaling- 
vessel.  We  should  propose  to  make  Kirkwall  or  Lerwick  our 
port  of  departure,  to  explore  the  sea-bottom  between  the  Shetland 
and  the  Fieroe  Islands,  dredging  around  the  shores  and  in  the 
fiords  of  the  latter  (whicli  have  not  yet,  we  believe,  been 
Ecientificaily  examined),  and  then  to  proceed  as  far  north-west 
into  the  deep  water  between  the  Fferoe  Islands  and  Iceland  as 
may  be  found  practicable. 

It  would  be  desirable  that  the  vessel  provided  for  such 
a  service  should  be  one  capable  of  making  way  under  canvas 
tta  well  as  by  steam-power;  but  as  our  operations  must  neces- 
sarily he  slow,  speed  would  not  be  required.  Considerable 
labour  would  be  spared  to  the  crew  if  the  vessel  he  provided 
with  a  '  donkey-engine '  that  could  be  used  for  pulling  up  the 
dredge. 

If  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  should  deem  it  expedient 
to  prefer  tliis  request  to  the  Admiralty,  I  tnist  that  they  may 
furtlier  be  willing  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  Prof  WyvilJe 
Thomson  and  myself,  either  from  the  Donation  Fund  or  the 
Government-Grant  Fund,  a  sum  of  XlOO  for  the  expenses  we 
must  incur  in  providing  an  ample  supply  of  spirit  and  of  jars  for 
the  preservation  of  specimens,  with  other  scientific  appliances. 
AVe  would  undertake  that  the  choicest  of  such  specimens  sliotdd 
be  dejwsited  in  the  British  lluseum. 

I  aliall  be  obliged  by  your  bringing  this  subject  before  the 
Council  of  the  Hoyal  Society,  and  remain. 

Dent  General  Sabine,  youR  faithfully, 

William  B.  Cahpkntek. 
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From  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society, 
June  18,  1868. 

These  leltets  having  been  considered,  it  was  resolved, — "That 
the  proposal  of  Drs.  Carpenter  and  Wyville  Thomson  be  ap- 
proved, and  recommended  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
authorities  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  that  a  sum,  of  not  exceeding 
£100,  be  advanced  from  the  Donation  Fund  to  meet  the  expenses 
referred  to  in  Dr.  Carpenter's  letter." 

The  following  draft  of  a  letter  to  be  written  by  the  Secretary, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  was  approved : — 

My  Lord, — I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  President 
and  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  have  had  under  their  con- 
sideration a  proposal  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  Vice-President  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  Dr.  Wyville  Thomson,  Professor  of  Natural 
History  in  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  for  conducting  dredging 
operations  at  greater  depths  than  have  heretofore  been  attempted 
in  the  localities  which  they  desire  to  explore — the  main  purpose 
of  such  researches  being  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  ex- 
istence, motle  of  life,  and  zoological  relations  of  marine  animals 
living  at  great  depths,  with  a  view  to  the  solution  of  various 
questions  relating  to  Animal  Life,  and  having  an  important  bear- 
ing on  Geology  and  Palteontology.  Tlie  objects  of  the  opera- 
tions which  they  wUh  to  undertake,  and  the  course  which  they 
would  propose  to  follow,  as  well  as  the  aid  they  desire  to  obtain 
from  the  Admiralty,  are  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  letter  of 
Dr.  Carpenter  to  the  President,  and  that  of  Professor  Thomson, 
copies  of  which  I  herewith  enclose. 

The  President  and  Council  are  of  opinion  that  important 
advantages  may  be  expected  to  accrue  to  science  from  the 
proposed  undertaking;  accordingly  they  strongly  recommend  it 
to  the  favourable  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  earnestly  hope  that  the  Lords  Cdmmissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  may  be  disposed  to  grant  the  aid  requested.    In  such 
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Cftse  tlie  scientific  appliances  required  would  be  provided   for 

from  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Royal  Society. 
I  am.  Sic, 

W.  Sharpey,  Sec.  E.S. 

Lord  li.  Ltnnoz.  M.F.,   Stcrtlanj  of  Hit  Admirally. 

From  t/ie  MintUes  of    the  Council  of  the    Royal  Societt/, 
for  Oct..  20,  18138. 

Aduisilty,  nth  July,  ISSS. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  Bubmitting 
a  proposition  from  I>r.  Carpenter  and  Professor  Thomaoii  to 
investigate,  by  means  of  dredging,  the  bottom  of  the  sea  in 
ceitain  localities,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  existence  and 
zoological  relations  of  marine  animals  at  great  depths, — a  re- 
search which  you  and  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  strongly 
recommend  in  the  interests  of  science  to  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  her  Majesty's  Government,  for  aid  iu  furtherance 
of  the  undertaking, — T  am  commanded  by  my  Lonis  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint  you  that  they  are 
pleased  to  meet  your  wishes  bo  far  as  the  Service  will  admit, aud 
have  given  orders  for  her  Jilaje3ty*8  sl«am-ves3el "  Lightning '  to 
be  prepared  immediately,  at  Pembroke,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing OHt  aiich  dredging  uperations. 

I  am.  Sir. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  KOMAISE. 
Ta  tKr  Prr/idud  «/  (A*  Rtj/al  Soaety. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  letters  from  my  colleague 
and  myself  what  our  ideas  were  at  that  time,  and  what 
our  ant iciiMit ions  sib  to  the  result  of  our  labours.  We 
both  more  than  doubted  the  'anti-biotic'  view  which 
was  then  very  c;enerally  received,  and  we  expected  to 
be  able  to  truce  a  relationship  between  the  living 
inhabitants  of  the  deep  sea  aud  the  fossils  of  some  of 
the  later  i^'eological  formations  which  we  looked  upon 
at  their  direct  and  not  vcrr  remote  anoestors.    We 
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had  adopted  the  current  strange  misconception  with 
regard  to  the  distribution  of  ocean  temperature ;  and 
it  is  perhaps  scarcely  a  valid  excuse  that  the  fallacy 
of  a  universal  and  constant  temperature  of  4°  C. 
below  a  certain  depth  varying  according  to  latitude, 
was  at  the  time  accepted  and  taught  by  nearly  all 
the  leading  authorities  in  Physical  Geography. 

From  the  time  that  the  Admiralty  gave  their 
sanction  to  the  use  of  a  Government  vessel  for  the 
investigation,  Dr.  Carpenter's  labours  in  working  out 
all  the  necessary  arrangements  and  preparations  were 
unceasing,  and  to  his  influence  in  the  Council  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  to  the  confidence  placed  in  his 
judgment  by  members  of  the  Government  and  men 
in  official  positions,  the  success  of  the  undertaking  is 
unquestionably  due. 

The  surveying  ship  *  Lightning '  was  assigned  for 
the  service — a  cranky  little  vessel  enough,  one  which 
had  the  somewhat  doubtful  title  to  respect  of  being 
•  perhaps  the  very  oldest  paddle-steamer  in  her 
Majesty's  navy.  We  had  not  good  times  in  the 
'  Lightning.'  She  kept  out  the  water  imperfectly, 
and  as  we  had  deplorable  weather  during  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  six  weeks  we  were  afloat,  we  were  in  con- 
siderable discomfort.  The  vessel,  in  fact,  was  scarcely 
seaworthy,  the  ii"on  hook  and  screw-jack  fastenings  of 
the  rigging  were  worn  with  age,  and  many  of  them 
were  carried  away,  and  on  two  occasions  the  ship  ran 
some  risk.  Still  the  voyage  was  on  the  whole  almost 
pleasant.  Stafif-Commander  May  had  lately  returned 
from  Annesley  Bay,  where  he  had  been  harbour-master 
during  the  Abyssinian  war ;  and  his  intelligence  and 
vivacity,  and  the  cordial  good-fellowship  of  his  officers, 
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who  heartily  seconded  my  colleague  and  myself  in  our 
work  and  sympathised  with  us  in  our  keen  interest 
in  the  curious  results  of  the  few  trisils  at  great  depths 
which  wc  had  it  in  our  power  to  make,  made  the 
cxporitnicc,  a  very  novel  one  to  us,  certainly  as 
tolonible  as  possible. 

The  *  liii;htning  *  left  Pembroke  on  the  4th  of 
August.  ISiJS.  and  arrived  at  Oban  on  the  evening 
of  the  lUh,  At  Oban  Dr,  Carpenter,  his  son  Herbert, 
and  I  joiuotl.  and,  after  having  taken  observations 
for  the  chrtuiometers,  completed  coals  and  water; 
and  boinsr  otherwise  readv,  we  left  Oban  on  the  8th 
of  AujTUst.  anchored  on  that  evenin?  in  Tobermorv 
Hay,  and  after  a  gusty  passage  through  the  Minch 
wo  rt>acheil  Stomowav  on  the  evenins?  of  the  9th. 
At  Stornoway  we  were  rcceivoil  by  Sir  James  and 
Lady  Maihoson  with  a  courteous  hospitality,  which 
on  ninny  subsequent  occasions  lias  made  us  leave 
their  island  kiu^rdom  with  rosrrot  and  return  to  it 
with  pleasure.  We  took  in  as  much  coal  as  we 
ivuld  carrv.  stowinsr  as  much  as  was  safe  in  basrs 
on  the  deck,  sot  up  a  dredging  derrick  over  the 
stcnu  tov^k  final  observations,  and  departed  to  the 
northward  on  the  mominir  of  the  11th.  We  tsx^k  a 
haul  or  two  I  ho  same  afternvx>n  in  from  iV)  to  liX> 
fathoms,  alvui  lo  miles  to  the  north  of  the  Butt  of 
the  LcA^s*  to  trv  cur  drvxiciuir-tackle  and  donkev- 
ouciuo  ar..i  to  trace  the  limits  of  the  shaliow-water 
sjxvu^  All  ;:ie  applian.vs  worked  well,  but  the 
c.r\x;cx>  Vrvucht  uo  :ow  anin::\l  forms,  ani  all  of  them 
x^ori-kv.ow:;  iiihabiiaats  of  the  s*«is  c:  the  Hebrides^ 
The  ne\t  dav  we  were  m«  bv  a  bweie  from  the  X.E.. 
which  ovvitinued  for  thn?i£^  dajis  with  sadi  force  that 
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we  were  compelled  to  lie-to  under  canvas,  drifting  to 
the  northward  towards  the  edge  of  the  F*roe  Banks, 
any  attempt  to  dredge  being  out  of  the  question. 
On  the  13th,  during  a  lull,  we  sounded  and  found  no 
bottom  at  450  fatlioms  (Station  1,  PI.  I.),  with  a 
minimum  temperature  of  9°'6  C,  the  temperature  of 
the  surface  water  being  la'-S  C.  This  was  so  high  a 
temperature  for  so  considerable  a  depth  that  we  sus- 
pected some  error  in  the  indications  of  the  thermo- 
meters, three  of  Six's  registering  instruments  of  the 
Hydrographie  Office  pattern.  Subsequent  observa- 
tions, however,  in  the  same  locality  showed  us  that 
the  temperature  to  the  depth  of  600  or  700  fathoms 
in  that  region  is  the  moderate  temperature  of  the 
northward  current  of  the  gulf  stream. 

The  Fiferoe  Banks  are  greatly  frequented  in  the 
fishing  season  by  English  and  foreign  fishing-smacks. 
Of  course  the  principal  object  is  to  prepare  cured  or 
hard-fish,  but  many  of  the  English  vessels  are  welled 
for  the  supply  of  fresh  cod  for  the  London  mai-ket. 

A  large  square  tank  occupies  the  middle  of  the 
vessel,  and  holes  in  the  sides  allow  the  water  to  pass 
freely  through  it.  The  water  in  the  tank  is  thus 
kept  perfectly  fresh ;  the  best  of  the  cod  are  put  into 
it,  and  they  stand  the  voyage  perfectly.  It  is  curious 
to  see  the  great  creatures  moving  gracefully  about 
in  the  tank  like  gold-fish  in  a  glass  globa  They  are 
no  doubt  *  quite  unaccustomed  to  man,'  and  conse- 
quently they  are  tame ;  and  with  their  long  smooth 
mottled  faces,  their  huge  mouths,  and  lidless  un- 
speculative  eyes,  they  are  about  as  unfamiliar  objects 
as  one  can  well  see.  They  seem  rather  to  like  to 
be  scratched,  as  they  are  greatly  infested  by  califfi 
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and  all  kinds  of  suctorial  copepods.  One  of  theru  will 
take  a  crab  or  a  lai-ge  fu3U9  or  buccinum  quietly  out 
of  one's  hand,  and  with  a  slight  movement  transfer  it 
down  its  capacious  throat  into  its  stomach,  where  it 
is  very  soon  attacked  and  disintegrated  by  the  power- 
ful gastric  secretions.  In  a  welled  smack  1  visited 
on  one  occasion,  one  of  the  fish  had  met  with  some 
slight  injury  which  spoiled  its  market,  and  it  made 
several  trips  in  the  well  between  London  and  Fseroe 
and  became  quite  a  pet.  The  sailors  said  it  knew 
them.  It  was  mixed  up  with  a  number  of  others  in 
the  tank  when  I  was  on  board,  and  certainly  it  was 
always  the  first  to  come  to  the  top  for  the  chance  of 
a  crab  or  a  hit  of  biscuit,  and  it  rubbed  its  '  head 
and  shoulders '  against  my  hand  quite  lovingly. 

On  the  loth  and  16tb  we  dredged  over  the  Fjieroe 
Banks  at  a  depth  of  from  200  to  50  fathoms,  the 
bottom  gravel  and  nuUipore,  and  the  temperature 
from  8'  to  10°  C.  The  banks  swarm  with  the  com- 
mon brittle  star  Ophiothrlx  fragili^,  with  the  Norway 
lobster  Nephrops  norvft/icii^,  lai-ge  spider  crabs,  several 
Bpecies  of  the  genus  Qalathea,  and  many  of  the  genus 
Crangon.  So  ample  a  supply  of  their  favourite  food 
readily  accounts  for  the  abundance  and  excellence  of 
the  cod  and  ling  on  the  banks. 

There  is  some  rough  rocky  ground  on  tlie  Fjferoe 
Uauks,  and  notwithstanding  all  possible  care  and  the 
use  of  Hodge's  '  accumulators '  to  ease  tlie  strain  on 
tlie  dredge  ropes,  we  lost  two  of  our  best  dredges  and 
some  hundreds  of  fathoms  of  rope.  On  the  morning 
of  the  17th  WD  sighted  I'jftroe,  as  usual  only  getting 
uow  and  then  a  glimpse  of  the  islands  of  this  remote 
little  archipelago  by  the  lifting  of  the  curtain  of  mist 
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which  almost  constantly  envelopes  them.  Towards 
mid-day  the  weather  improved  a  little,  and  as  we 
threaded  among  the  islands  towards  the  little  harbour 
of  Thorshavn  we  g:reatly  enjoyed  our  first  view  of 
their  fantastic  outlioes,  partly  shrouded  in  their  veil 
of  mist ;  their  soft  green  and  brown  colouring  ren- 
dered still  softer  by  the  subdued  subarctic  light,  and 
the  streams  and  cascades  embroidering  the  gentle 
slopes  of  the  hills  and  falling  over  the  cliffs  like 
silver  threads  and  tassels. 

The  Fiferoe  Islands  are  basaltic ;  terrace  over 
terrace  of  soft  easily  decomposed  anamesite  probably 
of  Miocene  tertiary  age.  This  uniform  structure, 
and  the  absence  of  trees  or  any  prominent  form  of 
vegetation,  gives  a  singular  sameness  of  effect.  The 
scattered  habitations  are  usually  sad-coloured  and 
roofed  with  growing  turf,  so  that  they  are  actually 
invisible  at  a  little  distance.  "We  were  greatly  struck 
sometimes  by  the  difficulty  of  estimating  distance 
and  height ;  from  the  total  want  of  familiar'  objects 
for  comparison  it  was  sometimes  difficult  to  tell, 
passing  among  the  islands  and  looking  at  them 
through  the  moist  transparent  air,  whether  the 
ridge  was  500  feet  high,  or  double  or  four  times  that 
height.  The  intermediate  height  is  usually  nearest 
the  truth. 

Thorshavn,  the  capital  of  Fjei"0e,  is  a  strange  little 
place.  The  land  shelves  down  rather  abruptly  to  a 
little  bay,  round  the  head  of  which  the  town  is  built ; 
and  the  liabitations  are  perched  among  the  rocks  on 
such  flat  spaces  as  may  be  found  for  their  reception. 
The  result  is  irregular  and  picturesque ;  and  very 
peculiar,  for  something  like  a  scramble  is  necessary 
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to  get  along  some  of  the  principal  '  streets.'  Above 
the  town  a  little  clearing  forms  a  miniature  lawn 
and  garden  gay  with  bright  flowers  in  front  of  the 
Governor's  house,  a  pretty  wooden  cottage  residence 
like  a  villa  in  a  suburb  of  one  of  the  Scandinavian 
towns. 

F*roe,  with  its  wet  sunless' climate  and  precarioua 
crops  of  barley ;  its  turf-thatched  cottages  and  quiet 
little  churches ;  its  glorious  cliffs  and  headlands  and 
picturesque  islets,  the  haunt  of  the  eider-duck  and 
the  puffin ;  and  its  hardy,  friendly  islanders,  with  their 
quaint,  simple,  semi-Icelandic  semi-Danish  customs, 
has  been  described  again  and  again.  Fseroe  only  came 
to  us  as  a  pleasant  haven  of  rest  in  the  middle  of  our 
northern  work.  We  paid  it  two  visits  of  a  week  each 
in  successive  years,  and  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
memories  in  the  minds  of  all  of  us  connected  with 
these  expeditions  will  always  be  the  cordial  sympathy 
which  we  received  from  our  friend  M.  Holten  the 
Danish  Governor,  and  his  accomplished  wife.  M. 
Holten  received  us  with  the  most  friendly  hospitality, 
and  did  everything  in  his  power  at  all  times  to  render 
us  assistance  and  to  further  our  views.  He  introduced 
us  to  the  leading  inhabitants  of  his  dominion,  and 
during  the  many  pleasant  evenings  which  we  spent 
at  his  residence  wo  heard  all  that  we  could  of  the 
economy  of  this  simple  little  community,  perhaps  the 
most  primitive  and  the  most  isolated  in  Europe.  To 
Governor  Holten  1  have  already  hud  the  ph^asiire  of 
dedicating  a  singularly  beautiful  sponge-form  wliicli 
we  discovered  during  our  return  voyage;  and  to 
Madame  Holten,  to  whose  graceful  pencil  I  nm  in- 
debted for  the  vignettes  of  F*roe  scenery  which  so 
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appropriately  close  these  chajjtors,  I  now  dedicate 
this  volume,  in  remembrance  of  the  gi-eat  kindness 
which  we  invariably  experienced  from  her  and  from 
her  excellent  husband. 

We  lay  in  Thorsbavn  harbour  till  the  2Gtli  of 
August,  the  weather  being  so  bad  as  to  make  all  idea 
of  pursuing  our  work  outside  hopeless.  Whenever  it 
was  possible  we  dredged  in  the  fjords  with  Pafcroese 
hoats  and  native  boatmen,  and  we  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Sysselman  Miillcr,  the  representati\  e  of  Fa-roe 
in  the  Danish  Parliament,  who  liad  made  himself 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  mollusca  of  Piieroe, 
Bud  had  contributed  his  information  to  a  list  published 
in  1867  by  Dr.  O.  A.  L.  Morch.  The  shallow-water 
fauna  seems  to  be  scanty,  as  we  find  frequently  to  be 
the  case  on  a  bed  of  decomposing  trap.  It  is  of  a 
character  intermediate  between  that  of  Shetland  and 
the  Scandinavian  coast  The  forms  which  perhaps 
interested  us  most  were  Fusiis  deapeciua,  L. — a  hand- 
some shell  which  may  possibly  be  only  a  very  marked 
variety  of  Fumta  aniiquus,  L. ;  but  if  so,  it  is  one  with 
very  definite  limit  of  distribution,  as  it  occurs  only 
rarely  in  very  deep  water  in  the  Britisli  seas.  In  water 
of  moderate  depth  among  the  Fccrocs  it  is  abundant, 
apparently  replacing  F.  ctntiqwiis.  Another  common 
Ftferoe  shell  is  Tellina  calcarea,  Cuemnitz, — a  very 
abundant  British  glacial  clay  fossil,  but  not  hitherto 
found  recent  in  the  British  area.  In  the  glacial  clays 
near  Rothesay  it  is  in  regular  beds  associated  with 
Mya  truncata,  L.,  var.  uddetallenstg,  I'ordes;  >S'«^/- 
cava  norvegica,  Speengler  ;  Fecten  MandictiSy  O.  F. 
MfSiLBE,  and  other  northern  forms,  and  frequently 
so  fresh  that  the  two  valves  are  still  in  position  and 
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held  to^etber  by  their  connecting  ligament.  A  some- 
what peculiar  variety  of  ^c,-A/h«s  .*/>/*(«/■«,  O.  F.  SICllek, 
was  met  with  in  one  of  the  fjonls  associated  with  a 
large  form  of  E.  Jlemiiigii,  Ball  ;  and  what  appeai-s  to 
be  a  small  form  of  Citcnmarin  frondosa,  Gu.VNER,  was 
very  common  in  shallow  water  on  tlie  tangles. 

While  we  were  lyinj^  in  Thorsliavn  harbour  the 
Danisli  gunboat  '  Fylla'  and  the  Freneli  steam  trans- 
port 'L'Orieut '  came  in  on  their  way  from  Iceland. 
Both  of  tlic  vessels  from  the  north  had  come  through 
bad  weather,  and  were  glad  to  run  into  shelter.  During 
the  stay  of  tlie  three  war-ships  the  little  capital  was 
quite  gay,  and  the  Governor  had  abundant  opportunity 
'  of  exercising  his  genial  hospitality.  On  the  2t)th  of 
August,  as  the  barometer  rose  a  little  and  there 
seemed  to  be  some  slight  sign  of  improvement,  we 
left  Thorshava  and  steamed  southward  to  dredge  if 
possible  iu  the  deep  channel  between  Vi&roe  and  Shet- 
land ;  but  the  same  evening  wild  weather  set  in  again 
with  a  strong  gale  of  wind  from  tlie  north-westward, 
and  the  barometer  down  to  2908.  Tlie  hook  and 
screw-jack  fastenings  of  the  main-rigging  went  one 
after  another,  and  we  narrowly  escaped  losing  the 
mast.  The  gale  lasted  till  the  29th,  when  there  was 
rather  better  weather;  and  after  lying-to  and  drifting 
to  the  north-east  for  nearly  three  days,  we  look  a 
sounding  in  lat.  GO"  15'  N.,  long.  A"  iO'  \V.  (Station  0). 
This  gave  a  depth  of  510  fathoms  and  a  bottom  tom- 
per.iture  of  0"  C.  On  the  evening  of  the  29tb  and 
on  the  !!(Hh  the  weather  was  aulHciently  moderate  to 
allow  us  to  work  our  dredging  gear,  and  the  first 
trials  were  of  great  interest,  as  it  was  our  first  oppor- 
tunity of  making  the  attempt  in  so  groat  a  depth  of 
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water.  Tbe  operation  seemed,  however,  to  present  no 
special  difficulty,  aud  nearly  every  haul  was  success- 
ful. The  bottom  was  sand  and  gravel,  mostly  derived 
from  the  disintegration  of  the  old  roeks  of  the  Scottish 
plateau.  Animal  life  was  not  abundant,  but  several 
groups  were  fairly  represented.  Sandy  rhizopods  of 
a  large  size  were  numerous,  and  there  were  several 
conspicuous  crustaceans  and  echinoderms,  among  the 
latter  an  example  of  Attlropeclen  tenuitrpiuits,  of  a 
brilliant  scarlet  colour,  which  came  up  entangled  on 
the  line. 

On  the  31st  bad  weather  set  in  again,  and  we  could 
neither  sound  nor  dredge.  On  the  1st  of  September 
we  got  one  temperature  sounding  in  550  fathoms  with 
— 1°*2  C,  but  could  do  no  work. 

The  next  day,  September  2,  was  more  moderate, 
and  we  dredged  all  day  at  a  depth  of  only  170  fathoms 
over  a  very  restricted  shoal,  which,  singularly  enough, 
we  could  not  find  when  we  sought  for  it  the  year 
after  in  the  '  Porcupine'  Here  we  found  animal 
life  abundant  and  varied — a  mixture  of  celtic  and 
Scandinavian  forms.  The  bottom  was  chiefly  small 
rounded  pebbles  of  the  dark  anamesite  of  the  Faroes, 
and  sticking  to  them,  singly  or  in  little  groups  like 
plums  on  their  stems,  were  many  large  specimens 
of  the  rare  brachiopod  TercbraMa  cranium,  O.  F. 
MiJllkr,  along  M'ith  abundance  of  the  commoner 
form  Terehrainliiia  capul-Herpenlis,  L. 

The  following  day,  September  3,  we  were  again  in 
deep  water,  about  600  fathoms,  with  a  bottom  tem- 
perature a  little  below  the  freezing-point,  the  thermo- 
meter at  the  surface  giving  10"'5  C.  Here  we  took 
representatives  of  many  invertebrate  groups— rhizo- 
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pods,  eponges.cchiuodorms,  crustaceans,  and  molluscs; 
among  them  a  magnificent  specimen  of  a  new  star- 
fish which  has  been  since  desciihed  hy  M.  G.  O.  Sars 
under  the  name  of  Brisinga  coronaia  (Fig.  5).  The 
genus  Brisinga  was  discovered  in  1853  by  M.  P.  Chr. 
Absjornsen,  who  then  dredged  several  specimens  of 
another  species,  B.  endecacnemoa,  Absj.,  at  a  depth 
of  100  to  200  fathoms  in  the  Ilardangerfjord  on 
the  Norway  coast  a  little  to  the  soutli  of  Bergen. 
These  are  certainly  very  wonderful  creatures.  At 
first  sight  they  look  intermediate  between  ophiurids 
and  star-fishes,  the  arms  too  thick  and  soft  for  the 
former,  but  much  more  long  and  delicate  than  we 
usually  find  them  in  the  latter  group. 

The  disk  is  small,  about  20  to  25  mm.  in  diameter ; 
in  B.  endecocnemos  nearly  smooth,  in  B.  coronata 
covered  with  spines.  The  madreporiform  tubercle  is 
on  the  dorsal  surface  close  to  the  edge  of  the  disk.  A 
firm  ring  of  calcareous  ossicles  forms  and  supports  the 
edge  of  the  disk,  and  gives  attachment  to  the  arms. 
The  arms  are  ten  or  eleven  in  number :  the  latter 
number  is  probably  abnormal-  They  are  sometimes 
as  much  as  30  centimetres  in  length  ;  narrow  at  the 
base,  where  they  are  inserted  into  the  ring ;  enlarging 
considerably  towards  the  middle,  where  the  ovaries  are 
developed  ;  and  tapering  again  to  the  end.  Rows  of 
long  spines  border  the  ambulacral  grooves ;  the  spines 
are  covered  with  a  soft  skin,  wliich,  when  the  animal  is 
i^uito  fresh,  forms  a  little  transparent,  sack-like  expan- 
sion full  of  fluid  at  the  end  of  each  spine.  The  soft 
covering  of  Ihc  spines  is  full  of  small  pedicellariic, 
and  pedit^UariDP  are  likewise  scattered  in  groups  over 
the  surface  of  the  arms  and  disk. 
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The  arms  in  B.  endecacnemoa  are  nearly  smooth, 
ribbed  transversely  here  and  there  by  slijjhtly  raised 
calcareous  bands  passing  irregularly  partly  or  wholly 
across  them.  In  B.  coronaia  these  ridges  are  sur- 
mounted by  crests  of  spines.  Both  species  are  of 
a  rich  crimson  colour,  passing  into  orange-scaidet. 
The  arms  are  easily  detached  from  the  disk.  We 
never  got  one  of  either  species  nearly  entire,  hut  even 
coming  up  in  pieces  they  were  certainly  the  most 
striking  objects  we  met  with.  One  was  sufficient  to 
give  a  glorious  dash  of  colour  to  a  whole  dredgeful. 
"  Le  nom  Brisinga  est  d<^riv^  d'un  hijou  hrillant 
(Brising)  de  la  d(!;csse  Freya,"  which  brings  a  pleasant 
flavour  of  Scandinavian  heathendom  about  it.  "  J'ai 
trouTo  cette  AsttVie  brillante  h  Uardaugerf jord  ii  I'aide 
du  dredge  k  la  fin  du  mois  d'aoAt  1853,  fi  la  proibn- 
deur  de  100  h  200  brasses,  oii  elle  (:tait  pinede  sur  le 
plan  lat<''ral  et  perpendiculaire  d'une  montague,  qui 
semblait  descendre  de  80  h  90  brasses  jusqu'a  200 
brasses  et  meme  de  plus.  Elle  so  trouve  bien  rare- 
meut ;  en  draguant  plus  de  huit  jours  avec  beaucoup 
d'assiduite  dans  la  m^me  localite  ct  dans  les  environs 
je  trouvais  sculement  quelques  bras,  et  quelques  indi- 
vidus  plus  ou  moins  grands,  dont  le  plus  petit  entre 
les  pointes  des  bras  opposes  avait  une  grandeur  de  6 
pouees,  lo  plus  grand  environ  2  pieds  de  diarnt-tre. 
Aucun  d*eus  nV-tait  sans  etre  endonimagt? ;  ranimal 
est  extr^mement  fragile  et  semble,  comme  les  coma- 
tules  et  quolques  esp^ces  d'Ophiolepis  et  d'Ophiotrix, 
h  cause  de  la  presaion  diminuante  de  I'eau,  tir^  vers 
la  siirfaoe,  par  un  effort  ngoureux,  se  dt'fiiire  de  ees 
bras,  qui  toujours  so  di'-tachent  a  I'endroit  ofi  ils  sont 
B  arec  I'anncau  du  disqne.     Tje  surpois  du  bras  en 
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coiTiparaison  du  disqne  tr^s  petit,  et  la  grandeur  con- 
sid^ralile  de  raninual,  augmcnte  aussi  les  difBcuU(?9  i\ 
le  faire  sortir  du  dredge  sans  6tre  dt^chir^.  Quoique 
je  fusse  assez  heureux  pour  le  saisir  avant  qu'il  sortait 
de  I'eau,  et  malgre  toute  la  precaution  possible,  je 
rfiussis  seulement  k  conserver  deux  disques  d'une  paire 
de  bras  fermes,  mais  il  ceux-ci  m6me  le  peau  <5tait 
tompue.  Quand  I'animal  est  complct  et  colic-vent, 
ildnsi  que  je  I'ai  vu  une  ou  deux  fois  sous  I'cau  dans 
■Je  dredge,  il  est  veritablemert  un  exemplaire  de  luxe, 
une  '  gloria  maris.'  "  ' 

The  bad  weather  was  unrelenting,  and  again  inter- 
nipted  us  for  a  couple  of  days :  wc  got  a  sounding, 
however,  on  the  5th  of  September,  in  lat.  00°  30'  N. 
and  long.  7°  10'  W.,  with  no  bottom  at  150  fathoms 
and  a  minimum  temperature  about  the  freezing-point. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  chart  that  the  last  five  stations, 

>8,  7  to  11,  form  an  oblique  line  from  south-east  to 
north-west  between  the  northern  part  of  Orkney  and 
the  Tderoe  Bank.  The  bottom  is  throughout  a  mixture 
of  gravel  and  sand,  with  patches  of  mud  ;  iS'os.  7  and  8 
principally  the  debris  of  the  metamorphic  rocks  of 
the  north  of  Scotland ;  Nos.  9,  10,  and  11  chiefly 
Tolcanic,  the  detritus  of  the  Fierce  traps.  This  line 
-of  soundings  is  entirely  within  what  we  afterwards 
learned  to  call  the  '  cold  area,'  the  thermometer  for 
depths  below  300  fathoms  indicating  a  temperature 
slightly  above  or  below  0°  C. 

As  we  were  now  again  approaching  tlie  Faeroe 
fishing-banks,  we  shaped  our  course  soutlnvards,  and 

Description  d'un  Xouveau  Genre  des  Asti-riea,  par  P.  Chr.  At»- 
sen,  in  "  Fauna  litturatia  Xorvegiaj,"  by  Dr.  W.  Sare,  J.  Koren, 
id  D.  C.  Daniclssen,     ScitoikIb  LivTBiBon.     Dergen,  i)^ri(i,  p.  '.id. 
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on  the  morning  of  September  Gth  we  sounded  and 
dredged  in  lat.  59°  36',  long.  T  20'  (Station  12),  with  a 
depth  of  530  fathoms  and  a  'warm  area'  temperature 
of  6''-4  C.  The  dredging  here  was  most  interesting. 
The  bottom  was  for  the  first  time  'Atlantic  ooze,'  a 
fine  bluish-grey  tenacious  calcareous  mud,  with  some 
sand  and  a  considerable  admixture  of  OlobigeritK^. 
Imbedded  in  this  mud  there  came  up  an  extraordinary 
number  of  silieious  sponges  of  most  remarkable  and 
novel  forms.  Most  of  these  belonged  to  an  order 
which  had  been  described  by  the  writer  a  couple  of 
years  before  as  '  Porifera  vitrea,'  a  tribe  at  that  time 
but  little  known,  but  which  have  since  become  very 
familiar  to  us  as  denizens  of  the  abyssal  zone. 
Working  from  more  extended  data,  Professor  Oscar 
Schmidt  afterwards  defined  the  group  more  exactly 
as  a  family,  under  the  name  of  Hexactinellkl<s^i\\e 
term  which  I  shall  here  adopt. 

The  relations  and  peculiarities  of  this  singular 
group  will  be  fully  discussed  in  a  future  chapter. 
The  most  characteristic  forms  which  we  met  with  on 
this  occasion  were  the  beautiful  sea-nests  of  the 
Setubal  shark-fishers,  HoUen'ta  carpenleri,  Wy.  T. 
(Fig.  0),  and  the  even  more  strange  Hyalonenia 
litaitaniGum,  Barboza  de  Bocage,  closely  related  to 
the  glass-rope  sponges  of  Japan  which  have  so  long 
perplexed  naturalists  to  determine  tbeir  position  in 
the  animal  series,  and  tUeir  relation  tfl  their  constant 
companion  the  parasitic  Fahjthoa. 

Holtenia  carpenteri  is  an  oval  or  sphere  90  to  100 
mm.  in  height,  with  one  large  oscular  opening  at  the 
top  about  30  mm.  iu  diameter,  whence  a  simple 
cylindrical  cavity  cupped  at  the  bottom  passes  daw 
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vertically  into  the  substance   of  the  sponge  to  the 
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depth  of  55   mm.     The  outer  wall  of  the   sponge 
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cunsists  of  a  comi)licated  network  of  the  cross-like 
heads  of  flvc- rayed  spicules.  One  ray  of  each 
spicule  dips  directly  into  the  body  of  the  sponge, 
and  the  other  four,  whieli  are  at  right  angles  to  it, 
form  a  cross  on  the  surface,  giving  it  a  beautiful 
stellate  appearance.  The  eilicious  rays  of  one  star 
curve  towards  and  meet  the  rays  of  the  neighbouring 
stars,  and  run  parallel  with  them.  All  the  rays  of 
all  the  spicules  are  thickly  invested  with  consistent 
semi-transparent  gelatinous  matter,  which  binds  their 
concurrent  branches  together  by  an  ela^itic  union, 
and  fills  up  the  angles  of  the  meshes  with  softly 
curved  viscous  masses.  This  arrangement  of  the 
spicules,  free  and  yet  adhering  together  by  long 
elastic  connections,  produces  a  strong,  fl,exibie,  and 
very  extensible  tissue.  The  cylindrical  oscular  cavity 
within  the  sponge  is  lined  with  nearly  the  same  kind 
of  network. 

When  the  sponge  is  living,  the  interstices  of  the 
silicious  network  are  filled  up  both  outside  and  in 
with  a  delicate  fenestrated  membrane  formed  of  a 
glairy  substance  like  white  of  egg,  which  is  con- 
stantly moving,  extending  or  contracting  the  fencstraa, 
and  gliding  over  the  surface  of  the  spicules.  This 
*  sarcode,'  which  is  the  living  flesh  of  the  sponge, 
contains  distributed  through  it  an  infiuitc  number 
of  very  minute  spicules,  presenting  the  most  sin- 
gular and  elegant  forms  very  characteristic  of  each 
species  of  sponge.  A  constant  current  of  water 
carried  along  by  the  action  of  cilia  passes  in  by 
apertnres  in  tbc  outer  wall,  courses  through  the 
passages  in  the  loose  texture  of  the  intermediate 
w-suhstanc^  carrying  organic  matter  in  solution 


CDAF.  11.]  TBE  CRUIHE  OF  THS'LIQHTNJNG.'  73 

and  particles  of  noumliment  into  all  its  interstices, 
and  finally  passes  out  by  the  large  '  osculum '  at  the 
top.  Over  the  upper  third  of  the  sponge  a  multitude 
of  radiating  rigid  silicious  spicules  form  a  kind  of 
ornamental  frill,  and  from  the  lower  third  a  perfect 
maze  of  delicate  glassy  filaments,  like  fine  white  hair, 
spread  out  in  all  directions,  penetrating  the  semi-fluid 
mud,  and  supporting  the  sponge  in  its  precarious  hed 
by  increasing  its  surface  indefinitely  while  adding 
but  little  to  its  weight. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  ways  by  which  sponges 
anchor  themselves  in  the  ooze  of  the  deep  sea. 
Myalonema  sends  right  down  through  the  soft 
mud  a  coiled  whisp  of  strong  spicules,  each  as  thick 
as  a  knitting  needle,  which  oi>ea  out  into  a  brush 
as  the  bed  gets  firmer,  and  fix  the  sponge  in  its  place 
somewhat  on  the  principle  of  a  screw  pile.  A  very 
singular  sponge  from  deep  water  off  the  Loffoten 
Islands  spreads  into  a  thin  circular  cake,  and  adds 
to  its  surface  by  sending  out  a  flat  border  of  silky 
spicules,  like  a  fringe  of  white  floss-silk  round  a 
little  yellow  mat ;  and  the  lovely  Evplectella,  whose 
beauty  is  imbedded  up  to  its  fretted  lid  in  the  grey 
mud  of  the  seas  of  the  Philippines,  is  supported  by 
a  frill  of  spicules  standing  up  round  it  like  Queen 
Elizabeth's  ruff. 

The  sponges  of  the  deep-water  ooze  are  by  no 
means  confined  to  one  group.  The  Hexactinellidce 
are  perhaps  the  most  abundant,  but  corticate  sponges 
even,  closely  allied  to  those  which  look  so  rigid  when 
fixed  to  stones  in  shallow  water,  send  out  long  anchor- 
ing spicules  and  balance  themselves  in  the  soft  mud 
(Fig.  7) ;  and  off  the  coast  of  Portugal  Mr.  Gwyn 
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Jeffreys  dredged  in  1870  several  small  forms  of 
tlie  SatichondridcE,  with  long  supporting  fibrous 
beards. 

From  its  appearance  when  brouglit  up  HoUeiiia 
evidently  lives  buried  in  the  mud  to  its  upper  fringe 


of  spicules.  When  freshly  dredged,  it  is  loaded  with 
pnle  Si^'y  semi-fluid  sareode,  full  of  Gh/tigeriiKr, 
TriU»ndin<e,  and  other  rhizopods,  and  covered  in  our 
northern  localities  with  the  little  nphiurid  Amphiura 
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abyssieola,  Sars,  and  the  exquisitely  delicate  trans- 
parent clara,  Penten  vitreua,  Chemnitz.  Holtenia 
extends  from  the  Butt  of  the  Lews  to  Gibraltar,  in 
from  600  to  1,000  fathoms.  Mr.  Saville  Kent, 
dredging  in  Mr.  Marshall  Hall's  yacht  '  Noma,'  found 
a  singular  variety  off  the  coast  of  Portugal,  which 
from  its  flatter,  more  hemispherical  form,  and  more 
rigid  anchoring  spicules,  prohably  inhabits  a  firmer 
medium.' 

As  might  bo  expected,  the  Atlantic  oozo  of  this 
station,  rich  in  rhizopods  giving  an  ample  supply  of 
food,  and  with  a  comparatively  mild  climate,  yielded 
many  living  forms  belonging  to  various  orders.  Along 
with  Globigerin<B  and  other  small  forms  there  were 
many  large  rhizopods,  among  them  Rhabdammina 
ahyasorum,  Sars,  a  singularly  regular  triradiate  sandy 
form  of  a  bright  orange  colour,  and  very  hard ;  from 
analyses  made  by  Dr.  Williamson  at  the  request  of 
Dr.  Carpenter,  its  hardness  is  apparently  owing  to 
the  cement  employed  by  the  animal  in  the  construc- 
tion of  its  case  containing  phosphate  of  iron,  the 
only  instance  of  the  use  of  this  substance  for  such 
a  purpose  of  which  we  are  yet  aware  :  Asiror/tisa 
timicola,  Sandaiil,  a  large  irregularly- formed  rhizo- 
pod  with  a  soft  test  of  mud  and  sand ;  many  large 
Cot^uspirce  and  Tejrlulariw,  and  large  Bi-  and  Tri- 
locutitKs  and  other  miliolincs  :  a  few  zoophytes,  and 
especially  common  the  curious  sea-pen  Kophobelem- 

'  On  tbo  U exact infllidffi,  or  Hezradiato  Spiculed  Silicioua  Sponges, 
tolten  in  the  '  Noma '  Ilxpedjtion  off  the  const  of  Portngiil ;  with 
DeBcriptioD  of  New  Species  and  Revision  of  the  Onlcr,  By  W.  Saville 
Kent,  F.I^S.,  F.R.M.S,  of  the  Geological  Itepartroent.  Brilish 
Mnsetitn.     fMonthlj  Microscopic  Journal,  Novembfir  lit,  1870.) 
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mt^H  m*//m,  Sars,  and  the  fine  branching  coral, 
L^ph^Mh  ptH^t^fera,  Pallas  :  among  Echinoderms 
noiMO  beautiful  varieties  of  Echiniis  no^^vegicusy  D.  and 
K%»  h\  t^t^gona,  D.  and  K.,  Ophiocten  sericeum,  Forbes, 
niul  Ophhcantha  spinuloaa,  M.  and  T.,  which  seems 
to  bo  universal  in  deep  water,  and  the  curious  little 
orlnoid  Bhizocrinns  Iqffbtensis,  Sabs,  which  will  be 
donoribod  hereafter:  some  remarkable  crustaceans, 
iuoluding  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  a  scarlet 
MHuida  with  remarkably  large  brilliant  eyes,  of  the 
tH>lour  and  lustre  of  burnished  copper. 

We  now  proceeded  towards  Stornoway,  which  we 
reached  on  the  9th  of  September,  dredging  on  our 
way  in  shallowing  water,  and  still  meeting  with  in- 
toreating  things  such  as  Antedon  celtictiSy  Barrett, 
collected  previously  by  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  on  the 
ooaat  of  Ross-shire ;  abundance  of  *  the  piper,'  Cidaris 
pupillata^  Leske,  until  lately  one  of  the  prizes  of  the 
Uritiah  collector,  now  known  to  be  perhaps  tlie  most 
abundant  of  the  larger  living  forms  at  depths  from 
2i50  to  500  fathoms  in  the  British  seas. 

The  weather  now  looked  more  promising.  I  was 
\iufurtuuately  obliged  to  return  to  my  duties  in 
Dublin  ;  but  as  the  results  already  obtained  led  Dr. 
(larptmter  strongly  to  desire  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
niuiuiu4;  both  the  temperature  and  the  animal  life 
ut  it  111  deeper  waters,  it  was  thought  by  him  and 
l^nptain  May  that,  notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the 
iKmaoni  it  would  be  worth  while  to  venture  another 
i^Uwt  oruise  in  a  westerly  direction,  where  it  was 
ku^nvu  ttoxa  previous  soundings  that  the  depth  was 
W^rand  ItOOO  fathoms.  Accordingly,  after  refitting, 
Mi   f^pWMiicm  which    in  some  respects   was   sorely 
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needed,  and  restoring  as  far  as  possible  the  lost 
dredging  gear,  the  '  Lightning '  once  more  steamed 
out  of  Stornoway  Harhour  on  the  l-lth  of  Septemher. 
After  a  fine  run  of  140  miles  in  a  north-westerly 
direction  from  the  Butt  of  the  Lews,  a  sounding  was 
taken  on  the  morning  of  Septemher  15th,  in  lat. 
59'  oV,  long.  9°  15',  witii  a  bottom  of  Atlantic  ooze, 
at  a  depth  of  650  fathoms  (Station  It).  Still  running 
north-west M'ard  sixty  miles  further,  another  sound- 
ing was  taken  on  the  18th,  at  570  fatlioms,  when  the 
scoop  of  the  sounding  instrument  brought  up  scarcely 
anything  but  entire  Globlgei'iiiw,  like  the  finest  sago. 
Fifty  miles  further,  in  the  same  direction,  bottom 
was  found  at  050  fathoms  ;  but  on  this  occasion 
the  sounding  lead  and  three  thermometers  were  un- 
fortunately lost  in  hauling  up,  so  tliat  the  tempera- 
ture was  not  ascertained.  A  haul  of  the  dredge  was 
taken,  however,  at  this  great  depth,  120  fathoms 
deeper  than  at  any  of  the  previous  stations,  perfectly 
successfully,  the  dredge  bringing  up  2-J-  owt.  of  very 
viscid  greyish  white  mud.  The  mud  was  everywhere 
traversed  by  the  long  glassy  root-fibres  of  anchoring 
sponges,  and  about  50  fathoms  from  the  dredge  there 
were  two  white  tufts  of  such  fibres  sticking  to  the 
rope,  no  doubt  pulled  off  the  ground,  as  they  en- 
tangled in  their  meshes  some  ophiurids,  some  small 
crustaceans,  and  one  or  two  tube-forming  annelids. 
In  the  mud  was  a  remarkable  sea-pen,  which  Pro- 
fessor KoUiker,  who  has  undertaken  the  description 
of  such  things  procured  in  our  several  expeditions, 
refers  to  a  new  genus  under  the  name  of  Bath}/. 
ptilum  cerpenieri,  and  some  large  foraminifera. 
Dr.  Carjieiitcr  now   stood  due  north,  wisliing  to  get 
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into  the  deep  trough  hetween  the  Hebrides  and 
Rockall,  and  on  the  morning  of  September  17th 
sounded  at  a  depth  of  620  fathoms,  in  lat.  59°  4,9', 
long.  12"  36',  with  a  '  warm  area  '  temperature. 

The  weather  now  again  broke,  became  too  un- 
farourablo  for  work,  and  grew  worse  until  the  fore- 
noon of  the  20th,  when  St.  Kilda  was  in  sight  and  it 
was  blowing  a  strong  gale  with  a  heavy  sea.  At  day- 
light on  Monday  the  21st,  otF  Barra  Head  the  south 
point  of  the  Hebrides,  a  fresh  easterly  wind  blowing, 
the  barometer  low  and  appearances  suspicious,  Capt. 
May  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  stand  to  sea  again. 
He  therefore,  after  consultation  with  Dr.  Carpenter, 
determined  to  conclude  the  work,  proceeded  down  the 
Sound  of  SIull,  and  anchored  at  Oban  on  the  same 
afternoon. 

At  Oban  Dr.  Carpenter  and  his  young  sou,  who 
had  manfully  home  no  little  hardship  and  helped  to 
lighten  the  evil  limes  to  his  seniors,  went  on  shore 
and  proceeded  southwards  by  land. 

Her  fate  pursued  the  ■  Lightning.'  After  lying  a 
couple  of  days  at  Oban,  Captain  May  started  for 
Pembroke  on  tlie  2l.th  September.  On  the  25th, 
off  the  Calf  of  Man,  the  barometer  having  suddenly 
fallen  and  tbe  wind  and  sea  fast  rising,  he  determined 
to  run  for  Holyhead,  when  suddenly,  without  increase 
of  wind  and  in  a  roll  not  heavier  than  usual,  the  whole 
of  the  weather  fore-rigging  went  by  tbe  straightening 
or  breaking  of  the  iron  hooks  which  held  it.  Luckily 
the  mast  did  not  fall,  and  after  an  hour  8[>ent  in 
temporarily  repairing  it  the  '  Lightning '  proceeded 
on  her  course  and  anchored  in  the  now  harbour  of 
Holyhead  about  6  pm. 
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The  general  results  of  the  '  lightning '  expedition 
were  upon  the  whole  as  satisfactory  as  we  had  Ten- 
tured  to  anticipate.  The  vessel  was  certainly  not  well 
suited  for  the  purpose,  and  the  weather  throughout 
the  cruise  was  very  severe.  During  the  six  weeks 
which  elapsed  between  our  departure  from  Oban  and 
our  return  only  ten  days  were  available  for  dredging 
in  the  open  sea,  and  on  four  of  these  only  we  were  in 
water  over  600  fathoms  deep.  On  our  return  Dr. 
Carpenter  submitted  to  the  Royal  Society  a  pre- 
liminary report  on  the  general  results  of  the  cruise, 
and  these  were  regarded  by  the  Council  of  the  Society 
as  sufficiently  new  and  valuable  to  justify  a  strong 
representation  to  the  Admiralty  urging  the  importance 
of  continuing  an  investigation  which  had  already, 
even  under  unfavourable  circumstances,  pf^hieved  a 
&ur  measure  of  success. 

It  had  been  shown  beyond  question  that  animal 
life  is  varied  and  abundant,  represented  by  all  the 
invertebrate  groups,  at  depth  c  in  the  ocean  down  to 
650  fathoms  at  least,  notvtithstanding  the  extra- 
ordinary conditions  to  which  animals  are  there 
exposed. 

It  had  been  determined  that,  instead  of  the  water 
of  the  sea  beyond  a  certain  depth  varying  according 
to  latitude  having  a  uniform  temperature  of  4°C.,  an 
indraught  of  Arctic  water  may  have  at  any  depth 
beyond  the  influence  of  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  a 
temperature  so  low  as  —  2°  C. ;  or  on  the  other  hand, 
a  warm  current  may  have  at  any  moderate  depth  a 
temperature  of  O'-S  C. :  and  it  had  been  shown  that 
great  masses  of  water  at  different  temperatures  are 
moving  about,  each  in  its  particular  course ;  main* 
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taining  a  remarkable  system  of  oceanic  circulation, 
and  yet  keeping  so  distinct  from  one  another  that 
an  hour's  sail  may  be  sufficient  to  pass  from  the 
extreme  of  heat  to  the   extreme  of  cold. 

Finally,  it  had  been  shown  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  forms  living  at  great  depths  in  the  sea  belong 
to  species  hitherto  unknown,  and  that  thus  a  new 
field  of  boundless  extent  and  great  interest  is  open 
to  the  naturalist.  It  had  been  further  shown  that 
many  of  these  deep-sea  animals  are  specifically  identi- 
cal with  tertiary  fossils  liithei'to  believed  to  be  extinct, 
while  others  associate  themselves  with  and  illustrate 
extinct  groups  of  the  fauna  of  more  remote  periods ; 
as,  for  example,  the  vitreous  sponges  illustrate  and 
unriddle  the  ventriculites  of  the  chalk. 
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Particulars  of  D^th,  Temperature,  aiid  Position  at  the  variotts 
Dredging  Staiums  of  H.M.S.  '  Lightning,'  in  the  Summer  of 
1868 ;  the  Temperatures  corrected  for  pressure. 
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THE   CRUISES  OP   THE    '  PORCUPINE. 

The  Kquipment  of  the  Vessel, — The  first  Cruiae,  under  the  directioi 
of  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys,  off  the  Weat  Coast  of  Ireland  and  in  Ihl 
Cliaiinel  between  .Scotland  and  Bockall. — Dredging  carried  dow 
to  1,470  fathom 8. ^-Change  of  Arrangementa. — Second  CriUBe  ;  I 
the  Bay  of  liiscay, — Dredging  Bucceaafiil  at  2,435  fathoms. — Thii 
Cruise  ;  in  the  Channel  between  F^roe  and  Shetland. — The  Faui 
of  llio  'Cold  Area.' 

Appesdis  a. — OQicial  Documents  and  Official  Accounts  of  prellmiuai 
Froceedinga  in  connection  with  the  Exjilorations  in  U.M.  Survey 
iug  vessel  '  Porcupine,"  durin;z  the  Summer  of  1869. 

AiTfsiiix  B. — I'arliculars  of  Depth,  Temperature,  and  Position  at  til 
various  Dredging  Stations  of  H.M  8.  '  Porcupine,'  in  tho  .Summt 
of  18C9. 

*.*  Tht  braekeUd  numi.-r»  (u  Ihr  tcvxicult  in  thU  chapter  rifer  to  tht  dmlgitif 
lUdiooaon  PUtU>  I! .  III.,  and  IK. 

On  the  18tli  of  March,  1869,  an  oral  communicatioi 
was  made  by  the  Ilydrographer  to  the  Navy  that  th 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  had  aceede 
to  the  wisli  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society,  ar 
that  n.M.  Surrey ing-vesscl  'Poreupine'  had  he* 
assigned  for  the  service. 

The  equipment  of  the  *  Porcupine '  progressed  rapidl| 
under  the  iHrection  of  her  commander,  Captain  Calve 
with  the  careful  superintendence  in  all  matters  bearii^ 
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upon  the  efficiency  of  the  scientific  appliances,  of 
Dr.  Carpenter  assisted  by  a  committee  composed  of 
the  officers  and  a  few  of  the  members  of  the  Boyal 
Society.  ITie  '  Porcupine,'  though  a  small  Tessel,  was 
well  suited  for  the  work ;  thoroughly  seaworthy,  very 
steady,  and  fitted  up  for  surveying  purposes.  Captain 
Calver  and  his  officers  had  long  been  engaged  in  the 
arduous  and  responsible  duty  of  conducting  the  sur- 
vey of  the  east  coast  of  Britain,  and  were  trained  to 
minute  accuracy  and  thoroughly  versed  in  the  use  of 
instnunents  and  in  the  bearings  of  scientific  investi- 
gation. The  crew  were  chiefly  known  and  tried  men, 
Shetlanders  who  had  spent  many  successive  summers 
in  the  '  Porcupine '  under  Captain  Calver's  command ; 
returning  to  their  homes  in  Shetland  for  the  ^^inter, 
while  the  vessel  was  laid  up  and  the  officers  employed 
in  bringing  up  their  office  work  at  their  head-quarters 
in  Sunderland. 

The  working  of  the  dredge  was  superintended 
throughout  by  Captain  Calver,  whose  trained  ability 
very  early  gave  him  so  complete  a  mastery  over  the 
operation  that  he  found  no  difficulty  in  carrying  it 
down  to  depths  at  which  this  kind  of  exploration 
would  have  been  previously  deemed  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  skill 
he  displayed,  or  too  warmly  of  the  sympathy  he  showed 
in  our  work.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  add  that  the  other 
officers  of  the  '  Porcupine,'  Stafl^-Conunander  Inskip, 
Mr.  Davidson,  and  Lieutenant  Browning,  most  heartily 
and  zealously  seconded  their  commander  in  promoting 
alike  the  scientific  objects  of  the  expedition  and  the 
welfare  and  comfort  of  all  who  were  engaged  in  carry- 
ing them  out. 

G  2 
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As  it  was  intended  that  the  exploration  in  the 
'  Porcupine '  in  the  summer  of  1869  should  occupy 
much  more  time,  and  if  possible  be  much  more 
thorough  than  that  in  the  '  Liffhtning '  the  year 
before,  the  preparations  for  the  '  Porcupine '  expedi- 
tion were  much  more  elaborate  and  comprehensive. 
The  Committee  of  the  Royal  Society  were  desirous 
that  various  important  questions  as  to  the  physical 
condition  and  chemical  composition  of  the  water  at 
^reat  depths  should  be  investigated  ;  and  the  singular 
temperature  results  of  tiie  former  cruise  ably  discussed 
by  Dr.  Cai'jwnter  in  his  preliminary  report  had  excited 
so  much  curiosity  and  interest  that  tlieir  further  elu- 
cidalion  was  regarded  as  vicing  in  importance  with 
that  of  the  distribution  and  conditions  of  animal  Ufe. 
It  was  consequently  decided  that  the  uaturalists  direct- 
ing the  expedition  should  be  accompanied  by  assistants 
trained  in  chemical  and  physical  work,  and  the  chart- 
room  of  the  vessel  was  fitted  up  as  a  temporary 
laboratory,  with  physical  and  chemical  apparatus 
and  microscopes. 

The  vessel  was  available  from  the  beginning  of 
May  to  the  middle  of  September,  and  as  it  was  im- 
(Mjssible  for  those  who  had  conducted  the  previous 
expedition  to  be  absent  so  long  from  their  public 
duties,  it  was  resolved  to  have  tlu-ee  separate  cruises; 
und  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys,  F.B.S.,  whose  co-operation 
was  specially  valuable  from  his  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  species  and  distribution  of  recent  and  fossil 
mollusca,  was  associated  with  Dr.  Carpenter  and 
myself,  and  undertook  the  scientific  charge  of  the 
first  cruise. 

;u-v.i  .t..)rr.-v«  iv!!*.  •■"'■■■iiTTipanied  by  Mr.  W. 
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Lant  Carpenter,  B.Sc.,  as  chemist  and  physicist ;  and 
during  the  first  cruise  they  explored  the  west  coast  of 
Ireland,  the  Porcupine  Bank,  and  the  channel  betvreen 
Rockall  and  the  coast  of  Scotland.  It  was  origiually 
arranged  that  the  second  expedition,  under  the  charge 
of  the  writer  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Hunter, 
M.A.,  F.C.S.,  assistant  in  the  Chemical  Laboratory  in 
Belfast,  in  the  physical  department,  should  take  up 
the  ground  to  the  north  of  Rockall,  leading  northwards 
to  the  point  where  we  had  left  off  the  year  before ; 
but  subsequently,  for  reasons  which  will  be  explained 
hereafter,  we  altered  our  plan  and  took  the  second 
cruise  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  Dr.  Carpenter  took  the 
direction  of  the  last  cruise,  in  which  we  carefully 
worked  over  the  '  Lightning  channel,'  and  checked 
our  previous  observations  ;  Mr.  P.  Herbert  Carpenter, 
our  former  companion  in  the  '  Lightning,'  doing  the 
analyses  of  water,  and  determining  the  amount  and 
composition  of  its  contained  air ;  while  I  went  as 
supernumerary  and  made  myself  generally  useful. 

The  special  appliances  and  apparatus  which  were 
prepared  under  Dr.  Carpenter's  superintendence,  after 
much  consultation  among  experts  in  different  depart- 
ments, for  carrying  out  the  various  investigations,  will 
be  described,  each  in  its  place,  when  describing  the 
several  methods  of  investigation  and  their  general 
results. 

For  the  management  of  the  dredging  operations 
two  assistants  were  appointed  on  the  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys,— Mr.  Laughrin,  of  Polperro, 
an  old  coast-guard  man  and  an  associate  of  the 
Linnsean  Society,  for  dredging  and  sifting ;  and  Mr. 
B.  S.  Dodd,  for  picking  out,  cleaning,  and  storing 
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the  specimens  jirocured.     Both  reraained  Avith  us  the 
whole  summer. 

The  first  cruise  of  the  '  Porcupine  '  under  the  scien- 
tific charge  of  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  commenced  on  the 
18Ih  of  May  and  ended  on  the  13th  of  July.  It  ex- 
tended for  a  distance  of  about  450  miles  along  the 
Atlantic  coasts  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  from  Cape 
Clear  to  Rockall ;  and  included  Lough  Swilly  and 
Lough  Foyle  and  the  North  Channel  to  Belfast. 

The  first  dredgings  were  made  about  40  miles  off 
Valentia,  in  110  fathoms  water  with  a  bottom  of 
mud  and  sand.  The  result  of  this  dredging  gives  a 
fair  idea  of  the  fauna  of  the  100-fathom  line  on  the 
west  coast  of  Ireland.  The  mollusca  are  mostly 
northern  species,  such  as  Netera  rostrata,  Sprengler  ; 
Verticordia  abyasicola,  Jeffreys  ;  Dentalium  abt/a- 
«or«m,  Sars;  Bucotnum  humphrei/simmm,  BliKtiUTt; 
and  Pleurotonm  cartnatnm,  Bivona.  Some  however, 
as  Osiren  cochlear,  Poli  ;  AporrhaU  aerresianus, 
lIicHALD  ;  Murex  lanielloaus,  Cristofori  and  Jan  ; 
and  Trochvs  firatudalus,  Born, — are  Mediterranean 
forms,  and  impart  somewhat  of  a  southern  character 
to  the  assemblage.  C'ulm-ia  papillata,  Leske  ;  Echi- 
nus rarispina,  G.  O.  Sars  ;  E.  elegana,  D.  and  K. ; 
Spatnngua  raschi,  Lov6n  ;  and  several  varieties  of 
C'nryophijUia  borcalis,  FLEMING,  were  abundant: 
but  these  species  seem  to  abound  at  a  depth  of  from 
100  to  200  fathoms  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the 
North  Cai)e. 

After  coaling  at  tialway  they  proceeded  southwards, 
and  as  the  weather  was  very  rough  and  unpromising 
they  dredged  in  shallow  water,  from  20  lo  40  fathoms, 
in  Dingle  Hay:  and  thf  next  week,  with  improving 
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weather,  oif  Valentia  and  between  Valentia  and 
Galway,  at  dcjiths  varying  from  80  to  808  fathoms 
{Station  2),  witli  ii  temperature  at  the  latter  depth  of 
5"'2  C,  The  general  character  of  the  fauna  was  that 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  in  the  hiihit  of  regard- 
ing' as  Northern.  Several  interesting  things  were 
met  with — Nticnla  iitmhluln,  SrALM.  ;  Li'da  J'rigida, 
ToUELL  ;  Verticordia  abi/ssicola^  JEFFREYS  ;  and 
SiphonodeniuUum  quinqiiangulare,  Forbes.  Among 
the  ccliinoderms  a  multitude  of  the  large   form  of 


Echiuus  uorft'f/icn8,  1).  and  K.,  whicli  I  am  now 
inclined  to  regard,  along  with  several  of  its  allies,  as 
a  mere  variety  of  K  JJemingii,  Ball  ;  and  the  fine 
asterid  abready  mentioned,  Brisiiiga  coroiiala,  G,  O, 
Sars.  Some  interesting  crustaceans,  including 
Qonoplax  rhombvklea.  Fab.  (Fig.  8),  a  well-known 
Mediterranean  species,  and  a  young  specimen  of 
Gen/on  trkleus^  Kuotkk  (Fig.  9),  a  rare  Scandinavian 
form,    and    the    only  known   North    European    bra- 
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chyurous  crustacean  which  had  not  previously  been 
taken  in  the  British  seas. 

Here  the  Miller-Casella  thermometers  were  tried 
for  the  iirst  time  and  compared  with  those  of  the 
ordinary  construction.  The  minimum  recorded  hy 
one  of  the  former  was  5°-2  C,  while  that  recorded  hy 
one  of  the  best  ordinary  instruments  of  the  Ilydro- 
graphic  Office  pattern  was  TS  C-  As  this  difference 
of  2"  C.  was  almost  exactly  what  the  results  of  the  ex- 
periment previously  made  had  indicated  as  the  effect 


of  a  pressure  of  1  Ion  on  the  square  inch,  which  is 
about  equal  to  the  pressure  of  a  column  of  sea-water 
of  800  fathoms,  this  close  coincidence  gave  great 
confidencTC  in  the  practical  working  of  the  protected 
instrument,  a  confidence  which  all  subsequent  ex- 
perience has  fully  justified. 

Mr.  Owyn  Jeffreys  and  his  companions  next  pro- 
posed t.o  examine  the  sea-bod  between  tialway  and 
J'orcupino  Bank,  a  sIiohI  discovered  during  one  of 
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the  previous  cruises  of  our  little  vessel  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Hoskyn,  R.N.  The  deepest 
dredging  of  this  excursion  was  1,230  fathoms,  with 
a  minimum  temperature  of  3°-2  C,  and  a  bottom  of 
fine  grey  mud  with  a  considerable  admixture  of 
sand.  Animals  were  abundant  even  at  this  great 
depth  :  among  the  moUusca  several  new  forms  allied 
to  Area ;  Trochua  mmutissimus,  MiOHEL,  a  North 
American  species;  and  several  others;  several  crus- 
taceans, and  many  interesting  foraminifera.  As  in 
previous  dredgings  in  deep  water,  the  mUiolines  were 
of  very  large  size,  and  the  large  cristellarians  showed 
every  gradation  in  their  axis  of  growth  from  the 
rectilineal  to  the  spiral.  In  the  shallower  dredgings 
of  this  cruise  the  general  character  of  the  fauna  was 
much  the  same  as  before.  It  had  what  we  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  considering  a  northern  'facies,'  but 
probably,  as  already  explained,  because  the  largely 
extended  deep-water  fauna  at  a  temperature  of 
0°  to  -H  3°  C,  of  which  it  forms  a  part,  has  hitherto 
only  been  investigated  oflF  the  coast  of  Scandinavia, 
where  it  crops  up  within  reach  of  observation. 

Iiimopais  auriia,  Brocchi  ;  Area  glacialis,  Grat; 
Verticordia  abyasicola,  Jeffreys;  Denialiutn  ahya- 
sorwm,  Bars  ;  Trochits  cinereus,  Da  Costa  ;  Fustis 
despectus,  L. ;  F.  ialandicua,  Chem  ;  F.  fenesirata^, 
Turt;  Columbella  haliweti,  Jeffrets;  Cidaris  papil- 
lata,  Leske  ;  Echinus  norvegicua,  D.  and  E. ;  and 
Lophohelia  prolifera,  Pallas,  were  found  in  these 
dredgings. 

The  '  Porcupine '  next  put  into  Killibegs  Bay,  on 
the  north  coast  of  Co.  Donegal,  and  coaled  there  for 
her  trip  to  Kockall.     As  it  was  anticipated  that  this 


THK  hKrrns  of  run  sea. 


[a 


trip  would  require  a  clear  fortnight,  as  much  coal 
was  stacked  on  deck  as  was  considered  prudent. 

This  cruise  was  entirely  successful.  The  weather 
was  remarkably  fine,  and  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys'  party 
found  it  possible  to  work  the  dredge  during  seven 
days  at  depths  exceeding  1,200  fathoms,  and  on  four 
days  at  less  depths.  The  greatest  depth  achieved  was 
1,476  fathoms  (Station  21),  and  this  dredging  yielded 
moUusca,  a  stalked-eyed  crustacean  with  unusually 
large  eyes,  and  a  fine  specimen  of  Holothuria  trcmula. 

The  deep  dredgings  in  this  trip  yielded  an  abund- 
ance of  novel  and  most  interesting  results  in  every 
sub-kingdom  of  the  invertebrates.  Among  the  mol- 
lusca  were  valves  of  an  imperforate  brachiopod,  with 
a  septum  in  the  lower  valve,  which  Mr.  Jelfreys 
proposes  to  name  Airelia  gnomon.  Among  the  Crus- 
tacea were  new  species  of  the  DiaatylidtF,  and  many 
forms  of  Tsopoda,  Aniphipoda,  and  Ostracocht,  several 
of  them  new  to  science. 

Two  or  three  specimens  were  obtained  at  a  depth 
of  1,215  fathoms  (Station  28)  of  a  very  remark- 
able eeliinodcrm  belonging  to  the  genua  Poiir- 
tatesta,  A.  Ad.  All  these  specimens  were  appa- 
rently immature,  judging  by  the  condition  of  the 
ovaries.  I  have  named  this  species  provisionally 
Paurtateda  phiale.  After  careful  consideration  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  the 
young  of  a  form  of  which  we  afterwards  took  a 
mature  example  in  the  cold  area  between  Fbltoc  and 
Shetland  (Station  6i),  which  will  be  described  here- 
after. Fine  corals  were  constantly  dredged  in  the 
mure  moderate  depths,  particularly  great  living  masses 
of  Lopkohelia  proli/era  (Fig.  30),  with  smaller  lufls 
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of  Amjihihelia  ramea,  and    everywhere   tlie    several 
varieties  of  CaryophylUa  boreaUs. 

The  foraminifera,  as  before,  were  remarkable  for 
tlieir  size,  and  the  same  types  were  predominant ; 
but  species  were  here  obtained  for  the  first  time  of  a 


]>eculiarly  interesting  Orbitolite,  a  type  not  hitherto 
discovered  farther  north  than  the  Mediterranean, 
and  there  attaining  a  comparatively  small  size. 
Orbitolitea  tenuissimus.  Carpenter  MSS.  (Fig.  10), 
is  when  complete  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence)  and  as 
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thin  as  paper.  From  its  extreme  tenuity  and  the 
ease  with  which  the  rings  and  chamberlets  of  wliich 
it  is  composed  separate  from  one  another,  all  our 
large  specimens  were  more  or  less  injured.  All 
the  chamberlets  are  on  the  same  plane;  this  spe- 
cies therefore  belongs  to  the  '  simple  type '  of  the 
genus,  though  tbe  form  of  the  chamberlets  corre- 
sponds, as  Dr.  Carpenter  has  pointed  out,  witli  those 
of  the  superficial  layer  in  the  complex  type.  Another 
peculiarity  which  Dr.  Carpenter  regards  as  of  special 
importance  in  its  general  bearings,  is  that,  instead  of 
commencing  with  a  '  central '  and  '  circumambient ' 
chamber  like  the  ordinary  Orhitoliten,  this  form  com- 
mences with  a  spine  of  several  turns  like  that  of  a 
young  CoriiuspJra,  thus  showing  the  fundamental 
couformily  of  this  cyclical  type  to  the  spiral  plan  of 
growth.^ 

As  I  have  already  mentioned,  it  was  the  original 
intention  to  devote  the  second  cruise  to  the  exploration 
of  an  area  to  the  west  of  the  outer  Hebrides,  between 
Kockall  and  the  south-western  limit  of  last  year's 
work  in  the  '  Lightning.'  During  the  first  cruise, 
however,  dredging  had  been  carried  down  successfully 
to  a  depth  of  nearly  1,500  fathoms;  and  the  result 
80  far  realized  our  anticipations,  and  confirmed  the 
experience  of  last  year.  The  conditions  (to  that 
great  depth  at  all  events)  were  consistent  with  the  life 


'  Kesettrches  on  tho  Fomminifera,  Purt  I.  In  the  Philonophical 
Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London  fot  the  year  1855. 
P.  193  H  etq. 

Iiitiwluction  to  Uifl  Stuiiy  of  tli«  Foniminifeni.  By  William  II. 
Carpenter.  M.I),.  V.R.S.,  F  US.,  F.G.S,,  Ac  PuUisheil  for  the  Kay 
,  1862.     r.  Hiii  ft  *<■/. 
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of  all  the  types  of  marine  invertebrata ;  though 
undoubtedly  in  very  deep  water  the  number  of  species 
procured  of  the  higher  groups  was  greatly  reduced, 
and  in  many  cases  the  individuals  appeared  to  be 
dwarfed.  From  these  observations  (which  thoroughly 
corroborated  those  of  Dr.  Wallich  and  others,  about 
which  there  had  been  some  difference  of  opinion  on 
account  of  the  imperfection  of  the  appliances  at  the 
command  of  the  observers),  we  concluded  that  prob- 
ably in  no  part  of  the  ocean  were  the  conditions  so 
altered  by  depth  as  to  preclude  the  existence  of 
animal  life, — that  life  had  no  bathymetrical  limit. 
Still  we  could  not  consider  the  question  thoroughly 
settled;  and  when  upon  consultation  with  Captain 
Calver  we  found  him  perfectly  ready  to  attempt  any 
depth,  and  from  his  previous  experience  sanguine  of 
success,  we  determined  to  apply  to  the  Hydrographer 
to  sanction  an  attempt  to  dredge  in  the  deepest  sound- 
ings within  our  reach,  viz.  2,600  fathoms  indicated 
on  the  chart  250  miles  west  of  Ushant.  The  deepest 
reliable  soundings  do  not  go  much  beyond  3,000 
fathoms ;  and  we  felt  that  if  we  could  establish  the 
existence  of  life,  and  if  we  could  determine  the 
conditions  with  accuracy  down  to  2,500  fathoms,  the 
general  question  would  be  virtually  solved  for  all 
depths  of  the  ocean,  and  any  further  investigation  of 
its  deeper  abysses  would  be  mere  matter  of  curiosity 
and  of  detail.  The  Hydrographer  cordially  acquiesced 
in  this  change  of  plan ;  and  on  the  17th  of  July  the 
'  Porcupine '  left  Belfast  under  the  scientific  direction 
of  the  writer ;  Mr.  Hunter,  F.C.S.,  Chemical  Assistant 
in  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  taking  charge  of  the 
examination  and  analysis  of  the  sea-water. 


94 


THE  DEPTHS  OF  THE  SEA. 


{cr 


The  weatlier  was  very  settled.  On  the  Sunday,  as 
we  steamed  down  the  Irisli  Channel  there  was  nearly 
a  dead  calm,  a  slight  mist  hanging  over  the  water 
and  giving  some  very  beautiful  effects  of  coast 
scenery.  On  the  evening  of  Sunday  the  18th  we 
anchored  for  the  night  off  Ballycottin,  a  pretty  little 
port  about  fifteen  miles  from  Queenstown,  and 
dropped  round  to  Queenstown  on  Monday  morning, 
where  we  anchored  off  Haulbowline  Island  at  7  a.m. 
At  Queenstown  Mr.  P.  Herbert  Carpenter  joined 
Mr.  Hunter  in  the  laboratory,  to  practice  under  his 
direction  the  gas-analysis,  which  it  had  been  arranged 
that  he  should  undertake  during  the  third  cruise. 
Monday  the  18th  was  employed  in  coaling  and  pro- 
curing in  Cork  some  things  which  were  required  for 
the  chemical  department ;  and  at  7  p.m.  we  cast  off 
from  the  wharf  at  Haulbowline  and  proceeded  on 
our  voyage. 

During  Monday  night  we  steamed  in  a  south- 
westerly direction  across  the  mouth  of  the  Channel. 
On  Tuesday  we  dredged  in  71-  and  75  fathoms  on 
the  plateau  which  extends  between  Cape  Clear  and 
Ushant,  on  a  bottom  of  mud  and  gravel  with  dead 
shells  and  a  few  living  examples  of  the  generally 
diffused  species  of  moderate  depths.  The  weather 
was  remarkably  fine,  the  barometer  3025  in.,  and 
the  temperature  of  the  air  22°'5  C. 

On  Wednesday,  July  21,  we  continued  our  south- 
westerly course,  the  chart  indicating  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  day  that  we  were  still  in  the  shallow 
water  of  the  plateau  of  the  Channel.  At  4.30  ,\.m. 
Me  dredged  gravel  and  dead  shells  in  95  fathoms,  but 
towards  nild-day  the  lead  gave  a  much  greater  depth  ; 
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and  in  the  afternoon,  rapidly  passing  over  the  edge 
of  the  plateau,  we  dredged  in  725  fathoms  with  a 
bottom  of  muddy  sand  (Station  36).  This  is  about 
the  bathymetrical  horizon  at  which  we  find  the 
vitreous  Sponges  in  the  northern  area ;  and  although 
the  bottom  is  here  very  different,  much  more  sandy 
with  but  a  slight  admixture  of  globigerina  ooze,  we 
dredged  a  specimen,  tolerably  perfect  though  dead, 
of  Aphrocallistee  bocagei,  Wright,  a  vitreous  sponge 
lately  described  by  Dr.  E.  Perceval  Wright  from  a 
specimen  procured  by  Professor  Barboza  de  Bocage 
from  the  Cape- Verde  Islands,  and  one  or  two  small 
specimens  of  Holtenia  carpenteri,  Wy.  T.  The 
muddy  sand  contained  a  considerable  proportion  of 
gravel  and  dead  shells. 

On  Thursday,  July  22,  the  weather  was  still  re- 
markably fine.  The  sea  was  moderate,  with  a  slight 
swell  from  the  north-west.  We  sounded  in  lat.  47°  38' 
N.,  long.  12°  08'  W.,  in  a  depth  of  2,436  fathoms 
(Station  37),  when  the  average  of  the  Miller-Casella 
thermometers  gave  a  minimum  temperature  of 
2°-6  0. 

As  this  was  about  the  greatest  depth  which  we  had 
reason  to  expect  in  this  neighbourhood,  we  prepared 
to  take  a  cast  of  the  dredge.  This  operation,  rather 
a  serious  one  in  such  deep  water,  will  be  described 
in  detail  in  another  chapter.  It  was  perfectly  suc- 
cessful. The  dredge-bag  which  was  safely  hauled 
on  deck  at  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd, 
after  an  absence  of  7^  hours  and  a  journey  of  up- 
wards of  eight  statute  mileti,  contained  1^  cwt.  of 
very  characteristic  grey  chalk-mud.  The  dredge 
appeared  to   have   dipped  rather    deeply    into    the 
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soft  mud,  as  it  contained  amorphous  paste  witli  but 
a  small  proportion  of  fresh  shells  of  Globiyerina 
and  Orbulina.  There  was  an  appreciable  quantity 
of  diffused  amorphous  organic  matter,  which  we 
were  inclined  to  regard  as  connected,  whether  as 
processes,  or  '  mycelium,'  or  germs,  with  the  various 
shelled  and  shell-less  Protozoa,  mixed  very  likely 
with  the  apparently  universally  distributed  moner 
of  deep  water,  Batkybiua. 

On  careful  sifting,  the  ooze  was  found  to  contain 
fresh  examples  of  each  of  the  Invertebrate  sub-king- 
doms. When  examined  at  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  23rd  none  of  these  were  actually  living,  but 
their  soft  parts  were  perfectly  fresh,  and  there  was 
ample  evidence  of  their  having  been  living  when 
they  entered  the  dredge.  The  most  remarkable 
species  were : — 

MoLLUSCA. — Dentatium,  sp.  n.,  of  large  size. 
Pecten  fenestratus,   Forbes,    a    Mediterranean 

species. 
I>acri/diutnvi(reu7n,'£oa.Ei.i.;  Arctic,  Norwegian, 

and  Mediterranean. 
Scrobictdaria     nitida,     MiJLLER ;     Norwegian, 

British,  and  Mediterranean. 
Nem'u  obesa,  LovfiN  ;  Arctic  and  Norwegian. 
CB.vssxcEA.—Ano)3T/z  hdlboUii,  ICroyee  {=  A.  den- 
ticiilaius,  Bate},  with  the  secondary  appendage 
of  the  upper  antennic  longer  and  more  slender 
than  in  shallow-water  specimens. 
Ampclisca  (Bquiconiia,  BjtrzELirs. 
Mutma,  sp.  n. 
One  or  two  Annelides  and  Gei'UYKEa,  which  have 
not  yet  been  determined. 
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EcHiNODERMATA. — Ophiocten  aericeum,  Forbes  ; 
several  well-grown  specimens. 
Echinocttcumia  lypica,  Saks.  This  seems  to  be  a 
very  widely  distributed  species ;  we  got  it  in 
almost  all  our  deep  dredgiugs,  both  in  tbe 
warm  and  in  tbe  cold  areas. 

A  remarkable  stalked  crinoid  allied  to  Jthizocrinus, 
but  presenting  some  very  marked  differences. 

ToLYZOA.  —  Salicomar^f  sp.  n. 

CfELENTERATA. — Two  fragments  of  a  bydroid 
zoopbyte. 

Protozoa. — Numerous  foraminifera  belonging  to 
tbe  groups  already  indicated  as  specially  cbarac- 
teristic  of  these  abyssal  waters;  together  with  a 
branching  flexible  rhizopod,  having  a  cbitinous  cortex 
studded  with  globigerinae,  which  encloses  a  sarcodic 
medulla  of  olive-green  hue.  This  singular  organism, 
of  which  fragments  had  been  detected  in  other  dredg- 
ings,  here  presented  itself  in  great  abundance. 

One  or  two  small  Sponges,  which  seem  to  be 
referable  to  a  new  group. 

On  Friday,  July  23,  we  tried  another  haul  at 
the  same  depth ;  but  when  the  dredge  came  up  at 
1.30  F.u.  it  was  found  that  tbe  rope  had  fouled,  and 
lapped  right  round  tbe  dredge-bag,  and  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  dredge.  The  dredge  was  sent 
down  again  at  3  p.m.,  and  was  brought  up  at  11  p.m., 
with  upwards  of  2  cwt.  of  ooze. — We  got  from 
this  haul  a  new  species  of  Pleurotoma  and  one  of 
Dentalium  ;  Scrobicularia  nitida,  Mvller  ;  Dacry- 
dium  vilreum,  Torell  ;  Ophiacantha  spinnlosa,  M. 
and  T. ;  and  Ophiocten  krdyeri,  Lutken  ;  with  a 
few  crustaceans  and  many  foraminifera. 
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In  both  of  these  last  deep  dredgings  the  dredj 
hrought  up  a  largo  number  of  extremely  heautift 
Folycyslina,  and  some  forms  apparently  intermediate 
between  Tolycijstina  and  Sponges,  which  will  be 
described  shortly.  These  organisms  did  not  seem  to. 
be  brought  from  the  bottom,  but  appeared  to  be  sifti 
into  the  dredge  on  its  way  up.  They  were  as  numeroi 
adhering  to  the  outside  of  the  dredging-bag  as  within 
it.  During  the  soundings  taken  near  this  locality 
quite  a  shower  of  several  beautiful  species  of  the 
Fohjcystiun  and  Acajithometrina  fell  upon  the  charti 
room  skylight  from  the  whole  length  of  the  soundings 
line  while  it  was  being  hauled  in. 

We  were  now  steaming  slowly  back  towards  tlH 
coast  of  Ireland;  and  on  Monday,  July  26,  w< 
dredged  in  depths  varying  from  557  to  584  fathom 
(Stations  39-41)  in  ooze,  with  a  mixture  of  sand  ani 
dead  shells.  In  these  dredgings  we  got  one  or  twt 
very  interesting  alcyonarian  zoophytes,  and  seven 
o\Auur\Ae.^n%/inc\uf\in^Ophiothrix  fragilis,  Amphim 
ballii,  and  Ophiacnntha  spinulosa.  Many  of  th* 
animals  were  most  brilliantly  phosphorescent,  and 
were  afterwards  even  more  struck  by  this  phenomenon 
in  our  northern  cruise.  In  some  places  nearly  every 
thing  brought  up  seemed  to  emit  light,  and  the  mud 
itself  was  perfectly  full  of  luminous  specks.  Tin 
alcyonarians,  the  brittle-stars,  and  some  annelid 
were  tlic  most  brilliant.  The  Peunalul<n,  the  Virgn 
luri(f,  and  the  Oorgoiii(e  shone  with  a  lambent  whitr 
light,  so  bright  that  it  showed  quite  distinctly  thi 
hour  on  a  watch  ;  while  the  light  from  OphUicant] 
spinulosa  was  of  a  brilliant  green,  uoruscafiug  fi 
th«  Cfutr*'  of  iJH'  disk,  now  iilon?  nnn  Jii-m.  now  n\i 


OH-VF.  HI.]        THE  CRUISES  OF  THE  'PORCUPINE:  •)<» 

another,  and  sometimes  vividly  illuminating  the  whole 
outline  of  the  star-Gsh. 

On  the  27th  we  dredged  in  862  fathoms  (Station  42), 
the  weather  being  still  very  fine,  and  the  sea  quite 
smooth.  The  bottom  was  ooze,  with  sand  and  dead 
shells.  Among  the  Mollusca  procured  were  a  new 
species  oi Pleuronectia,  Jjeda  abys»icola  {Arctic),  Leda 
meeainensis  (a  Sicilian  tertiary  fossil),  Dentalium 
gigaa  (sp.  n.),  Siphonodentalitim  (sp.  n.),  Cerilhivm 
TnetulayAmaura  (sp.n.),  Columbella  halueeti,  Cylichna 
pyramidata  (Norwegian  and  Mediterranean),  and 
many  dead  shells  of  CavoUnn  trispinosa.  These 
latter  were  very  common  in  all  the  northern  dredg- 
ings,  though  we  never  saw  a  living  specimen  on  the 
surface. 

During  the  afternoon  we  took  a  series  of  inter- 
mediate temperatures,  at  intervals  of  50  fathoms,  from 
the  bottom  at  862  fathoms  to  the  surface. 

On  the  28th  we  dredged  in  1,207  fathoms  (Station 
43),  with  a  bottom  of  ooze.  A  large  Fiisus  of  a  new 
species  {F,  atienuatus,  Jeffreys)  was  brought  up  alive, 
with  two  or  three  Gephyrea,  and  an  example  each  of 
Ophiocten  aericeum  and  Eckinocucumia  typica.  We 
again  dredged  on  the  29th  and  30th,  gradually  draw- 
ing in  towards  the  coast  of  Ireland  in  865,  458,  180, 
and  113  fathoms  successively  (Stations  44,  45).  In 
458  fathoms  (Station  45)  we  procured  a  broken 
example  of  Brisinga  endecacnemos,  previously  taken 
by  Mr.  Jeffreys  off  Valentia,  and  a  number  of 
interesting  Mollusca  ;  and  in  458  and  180  fathoms 
(Stations  45  and  45a-)  an  extraordinary  abundance  of 
animal  life,  including  many  very  interesting  forma— 
Dentalium  abyssorum,  AporrhaU  aen-esianua, Solarium 
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faUnrlosttm,   Fitstm  fenealratus,   with    abundance 
Cjft/op/ii/llia   borealia,   and   all   the   ordinary    dee] 
watt'r  forms  of  the  region. 

The  last  station,  45«,  gave  us  a  most  singular 
semblage    of    Oph'iurideana.     Ophioglypha    laeerti 
was  in  large  numbers  and  of  extraordinary  size,  a 
associated  with  it  were  two  most  conspicuous  speci" 
new  to  science ;    one  a  large  species  of    Opfiiothrij:, 
coming  near  O,  fragilis,  but  of  much  larger  size ; 
the  disk  in  the  larger  specimens  25  mm.  in  diameterj 
and  the  span  from  tip  to  tip  of  the  rays 
The  colours  of  the  disk  are  very  vivid,  purple  am 
roje;  and  all  the  plates  of  the  disk,  and  the  dorsal' 
plates  of  tlie  arms,  are  studded  with  delicate  spines. 
Notwithstanding  its  totally  different  aspect,  I  had  a 
misgiving  that  this  might  yet  prove  only  an  extrei 
variety  of  O.  fragilis.     My  friend  Dr.  Lt'TKEN,  ho' 
ever,  protests  that  it  is  totally  distinct.     On  such 
question  I    bow  to  bis  authority,  and  dedicate  it  t< 
him,  doubts  and  all,  under  the  name  of  Ophioth. 
lutkeni.     The  second  novelty  was  a  fine  species 
Ophiomusium. 

About  mid-day  on  Saturday,  the  31st  of  July, 
steamed  into  Qucenstown.     Having  coaled  at  Haul- 
bowline  on  Monday,  the  2nd  of  August,  we  were 
moored    in    the    Abercorn     Hasin,    Belfast,    after 
pleasant     return    passage    up    the    channel,    on   tl 
evening   of  AVeduesday,    the   Hh. 

As  it  was  necessary  that  bcr  boilers  should 
thoroughly  cleared  out  after  having  been  so  long 
sea,  the  'Poreupine'  did  not  leave  Belfast 
AVednesday,  the  lllh  of  Auirust;  when  she 
led  to  Stornoway,   her  final  port  i 
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The  Bcientific  staff  consisted  of  Dr.  Carpenter, 
Mr.  P.  Herbert  Carpenter  (who  had  gone  through  his 
apprenticeship  in  making  analyses  under  unfavourahle 
circumstances  in  the  former  cruise  with  Mr.  Hunter, 
and  was  now  prepared  to  undertake  this  task  on  his 
own  account),  and  myself;  and  our  intention  was,  in 
accordance  with  our  original  programme,  to  go  care- 
fully over  again  the  region  which  we  had  examined 
in  the  '  Lightning,'  to  test  with  better  appliances  and 
more  trustworthy  instruments  the  singular  distri- 
bution of  temperatures  in  the  '  warm '  and  '  cold ' 
areas,  to  map  out  as  accurately  as  we  eoiild  the 
paths  of  the  warm  and  cold  eurronts,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  influences  of  these  currents  upon  the 
character  and  distribution   of  animal   life. 

We  left  Stomoway  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday, 
the  15th  of  August,  and  made  straight  for  the  scene 
of  our  most  successful  '  warm  area'  dredging  of  the 
year  before.  "We  were  equally  successful  on  this 
occasion,  and  procured  several  good  specimens  of 
Holtenia,  and  a  beautiful  series  of  Hyalonema,  ranging 
from  2  mm.  in  length  up  to  30  and  40  centimetres, 
and  thus  giving  all  the  stages  in  the  development  of 
the  wonderful  'glass  rope,'  and  proving  to  demon- 
stration its  relation  to  the  body  of  the  sponge — 
Dr.  J.  E.  Gray's  so-called    Carteria. 

The  most  interesting  novelty,  however,  which  re- 
warded us  was  a  very  fine  Echinid  belonging  to  the 
Cidaridse  to  which  T  had  given  the  name  Porocidaris 
purpurata  (Fig.  11).  I  believe  I  am  justified  in 
referring  this  handsome  species  to  the  genus  Poroci- 
daris, although  in  it  the  special  character  is  absent 
on  which  that  genus  was  founded  by  Desor.     Some 
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^  radicles,'  as  the  fossil  spines  of  Cidarites  are  usually 
called,  presenting  a  very  marked  character,  had  been 
found  in  various  formations  from  the  lower  oolite 
upwards.  These  spines  are  paddle-shaped,  compressed, 
longitudinally  grooved,  flattened  almost  into  plates, 
and  strongly  serrated  on  the  edges.  In  the  nummu- 
litic  beds  of  Val-Dominico  near  Verona  such  spines 
were  found  associated  with  plates  much  resembling 
those  of  OidariSy  but  with  the  unique  peculiarity  of  a 
row  of  holes  penetrating  the  test  in  the  areolar  space 
round  the  primary  tubercle.  This  cliaracter  our  new 
Urchin  does  not  possess,  but  the  radioles  have  the 
flatness,  the  longitudinal  striae,  and  the  serrated  edges 
of  those  of  PorocidafHs. 

I  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  the  perfora- 
tions in  the  plates.  From  Desor's  figures  they  are 
not  round  and  defined  in  outline,  but  lengthened  and 
somewhat  irregular,  and  they  radiate  from  the  inser- 
tion of  the  spine.  Our  species  has  a  set  of  depres- 
sions occupying  the  position  of  these  perforated 
grooves  which  are  undoubtedly  for  the  insertion  of 
the  muscles  moving  the  large  long  spines,  and  as  the 
test  is  thin  these  grooves  might  readily  penetrate  the 
plate,  or  so  nearly  penetrate  it  as  to  be  worn  into 
holes  by  very  little  drifting  or  wear. 

Our  recent  species  and  the  eocene  form  have 
another  character  in  common;  the  areolar  circles 
are  not  well  defined,  and  the  areolae  tend  to  become 
confluent. 

Scattered  plates  only  of  this  genus  have  been 
found  fossil,  and  the  ovarial  plates  were  till  now 
unknown.  They  present  a  very  singular  character, 
which  is  certainly   of  generic  value.      The   ovarial 
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aperture  does  not  penetrate  the  plate,  but  perforates 
a  membrane  which  fills  up  a  diamond-shaped  space, 
one-half  of  which  is  cut  out  of  the  outer  edge  of  the 
orarial  plate  in  the  form  of  a  large  triangular  notch, 
while  the  other  half  is  formed  by  a  separation  into  a 
like  notch  of  the  two  upper  interradial  plates,  in  the 
middle  line  of  the  interradial  space.  The  charac- 
teristic paddle-shaped  spines  are  ranged  in  several 
rows  round  the  mouth.  The  large  spines  round  the 
equator  of  the  corona  are  diverse  in  form,  some  of 
tiiem  cylindrical,  only  slightly  tapering  towards  the 
tip,  and  others  bulging  out  and  thick  near  the  neck 
and  coming  somewhat  rapidly  to  a  sharp  point.  The 
colouring  of  the  animal  is  very  remarkable.  The 
short  spines  covering  the  test  are  of  a  rich  purple, 
and  a  purple  of  even  a  deeper  and  richer  hue  dyes 
about  one-tliird  of  the  length  of  the  spine,  fiom  the 
head  of  the  spine  outwards,  ending  abruptly  in  a 
sharply  defined  line.  The  spine  beyond  this  purple 
portion  is  of  a  beautiful  pale  rose  colour.  Two 
mature  examples  of  this  fine  species  were  found, 
and  two  young  ones,  one  nearly  half-grown  and  the 
other  much  smaller. 

T\"e  now  moved  slowly  to  the  northward  towards 
the  Freroe  Bank,  and  soundings  were  taken  to  fix  as 
closely  as  possible  the  jwint  of  passage  from  the  warm 
water  into  the  cold  ;  a  temperature  sounding  taken  tn 
iat.  59'  37,  long.  T  W,  gave  a  depth  sliglilly  less 
than  that  of  the  *  JIolteHio  ground,' — ITS  fathoms — 
with  a  slightly  higher  bottom  tcm[)erature,  T"'-!  C;  and 
at  Station  50,  Iat.  50'  5  V ,  long.  7'  52  ,  with  a  depth  of 
!tft5  fathoms,  the  minimum  temperature  had  risen  tn 
T'-gC.     A  soundinff  at  Station  51,  Iat.  60'  6',  long. 
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8*  14',  gave  440  fathoms,  and  a  bottom  temperature  of 
b'^'b  0.,  showiiig  that  we  were  passing  into  another  set 
of  conditions;  and  at  Station  52,  lat.  60''  25',  long. 
8"*  10',  only  a  few  miles  further  on,  with  a  depth  of 
384  fathoms,  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  Station  20, 
ihe  thermometers  recorded  a  minimum  of  —  0°-8  C. 
We  now  altered  our  course  towards  the  east-south- 
east, and,  after  a  run  of  about  25  miles,  sounded  in 
490  fathoms,  with  a  bottom  temperature  of  -  l^'l  C. 
The  following  six  stations,  Nos.  54  to  59,  were  all  in 
the  cold  area  with  a  temperature  below  the  freezing- 
point  of  fresh  water.  At  the  last  station.  No.  59,  lat.  60"* 
21',  long. 5° 41',  at  a  depth  of  580  fathoms,  the  guarded 
thermometer  recorded  the  lowest  temperature  which 
was  met  with  — 1°"3  C.  While  we  were  passing  through 
the  cold  area  and  making  these  observations,  the 
weather  was  extremely  settled  and  fine,  and  under  the 
careful  management  of  Captain  Calver  all  our  appli- 
ances worked  admirably.  The  temperatures  were  noted 
in  every  case  by  the  same  pair  of  Miller-Casella  ther- 
mometers, which  were  sometimes  compared  with  other 
instruments  and  found  to  give  perfectly  accurate  indi- 
cations, even  after  bein^  so  frequently  subjected  to 
prodigious  pressure.  The  sounding  instruments  and 
the  dredges  never  failed,  and  an  ingenious  device,  for 
which  we  are  indebted  to  our  Captain,  enabled  us 
sometimes  to  multiply  our  prizes  a  hundred-fold.  A 
number  of  tangles  of  teazed-out  hemp,  like  the 
*  swabs '  for  cleaning  the  deck,  were  hung  in  a  way 
which  will  be  explained  hereafter  at  the  bottom  of  the 
dredge.  These  hempen  tangles  swept  by  the  sides  of 
the  dredge,  pulling  along  and  picking  up  everything 
which  was  moveable  and  rough.     As  echinoderms. 
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crustaceans,  and  sponges  were  very  umuerous  in  tlie 
cold  area,  tbe  tangles  often  came  up  absolutely  loaded, 
while  there  was  but  little  within  the  dredge-bag. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  series  of  dredgings  we 
crossed  the  position  of  the  bank  on  which  we  got 
large  specimens  of  Terebratula  cranium  in  so  g^at 
abundance  the  year  before,  but  we  could  not  find  it. 
The  bank  appears  to  be  of  very  limited  area,  and 
both  on  this  occasion  and  on  tbe  prerious  one  the 
sky  was  so  overcast  for  several  days  together,  just 
when  we  were  in  this  neighbourhood,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  fix  the  position  either  of  the  '  Lightning ' 
or  of  the  '  Porcupine '  by  observation.  A  dead-reckon- 
ing is  of  course  kept  under  great  disadvantages  when 
the  vessel  is  drifting  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
half  anchored  by  a  dredge. 

From  Station  59  we  proceeded  northward  to  Thors- 
havn,  where  we  were  warmly  received  by  our  kind 
friend  Governor  Uolten,  who  had  been  forewarned  of 
our  visit,  and  at  once  came  off  in  his  barge  to  welcome 
us.  Governor  Holten  was  uncommonly  proud  of  this 
barge,  and  he  had  some  reason.  She  was  a  very  hand- 
some trim  boat ;  and,  manned  by  a  dozen  stout  FSroese 
boatmen  in  their  neat  uniform,  and  with  the  Danish 
ensign  flying  at  the  stern,  and  our  handsome  friend 
muEQed  in  his  military  cloak,  and  with  a  thick  hood 
to  keep  out  the  somewhat  paljuible  and  intrusive  *  cli- 
mate *  of  Faeroe,  she  looked  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Wlien  the  Governor  came  on  hoard,  he  proposed  to 
Captain  Calver  to  try  a  race  with  him  for  the  honour 
of  old  England  and  the  white  ensign.  Some  of  ns 
were  ^ing  ashorr,  and  when  the  Governor  came  up 
Gnmi  tbe  cabin  our  whule-ltoat  was  lyinj;  alongside 
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with  twelve  blue-jacketed  Slietlanders  sitting  like 
statues,  their  white  oars  glittering  in  the  sun.  The 
Governor  looked  with  the  critical  eye  of  a  sailor  at 
the  two  boats, — he  still  spoke  lovingly  of  the  *  Maid 
of  F&roe,*  but  I  suppose  he  saw  that,  as  Tennyson 
says,  *  we  were  all  of  us  Danes ; '  and  the  question 
of  a  trial  of  strength  lapsed  by  mutual  consent ! 

We  were  obliged  to  remain  a  few  days  at  Thorshavn 
replenishing  in  various  ways,  and  while  there  we  were 
very  anxious  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
My  ling  Head — a  magnificent  cliff  at  the  north-western 
point  of  StromcB,  which  falls  perpendicularly,  even 
slightly  overhanging  its  base,  from  a  height  of  upwards 
of  2,000  feet  into  the  sea.  The  tide  runs  among  and 
round  these  islands  like  a  mill-race,  and  the  Governor 
told  us  that  if  we  started  with  the  morning  flood, 
and  our  vessel  kept  pace  with  the  tide,  we  might 
make  the  circuit  of  the  island,  passing  under  Myling, 
and  returning  to  Thorshavn  in  six  hours.  If  we  did 
not  carry  the  tide  with  us,  it  became  a  matter  of  dif- 
ficulty only  to  be  achieved  at  considerable  expense 
both  of  fuel  and  time. 

We  found  that  high  water  would  occur  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday,  Aug.  23,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  ; 
and  as  the  weather  was  brilliant  up  to  the  evening 
of  Sunday — unusually  brilliant  for  those  regions — we 
made  all  our  arrangements  in  high  hope  of  a  pleasant 
trip,  as  we  had  persuaded  our  kind  host  and  hostess 
to  accompany  us.  With  the  first  dawn  of  Monday 
morning  it  was  blowing  and  pouring,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  defer  our  visit  to  the  celebrated  headland 
to  some  possible  future  opportunity. 

The   next   morning  was   fine  again,  and  we  left 
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Thorsliavn  about  noon,  steaming  east  by  south,  so 
as  to  cross  the  deep  channel  between  Faeroe  and 
Shetland.  Our  first  two  stations  were  on  the  rieroe 
plateau,  at  deptlis  a  little  over  a  hundred  fathoms,  but 
the  third  sounding,  taken  in  the  evening  of  the  2*l:th 
at  a  depth  of  317  fatlioms,  gave  a  bottom  temperature 
of  —CO  C. ;  we  were  therefore  once  more  in  tlie  cold 
current.  Uaving  kept  the  same  course  under  easy 
steam  during  the  night,  we  took  a  sounding  next 
morning,  lat.  fjl'  21'  N.,  long.  3°  41*  W.,  at  a  depth  of 
640  fathoms,  with  a  hoftora  temperature  of  —  1°1  G. 
A  haul  of  the  dredge  brought  up  rolled  pebbles  and 


fine  gravel  with  few  animal  forms,  but  among  them 
one  of  extraordinary  interest,  a  large  specimen  of  a 
fine  species  of  the  genus  Ponrtalesia,  a  heart-urchin, 
one  of  whose  congeners  had  been  discovered  by 
M.  de  Poiirtales  in  the  gulf-stroam  explorations  off 
the  American  coast,  and  a  second  by  Mr.  Gwyn 
Jeffreys  near  Roekall.  The  present  example  (Fig.  12) 
was  much  larger  than  cither  of  those  previously 
dredged,  and  it  appeared  to  he  specifically  distinct. 


p.  the  pleasure  of  dedicating  thin  interestJi 
I,  J.  Qwyn  Jeflireyii,  KUB. 


[  species  tu  uttr 
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The  shell  is  singularly  unlike  that  of  any  other 
known  living  echinoderm.  It  is  about  two  inches  in 
length,  almost  cylindrical,  ending  posteriorly  in  a 
blunt  rostrum,  and  the  anterior  extremity  is  truncated. 
The  surface  of  the  shell  is  covered  with  sliort 
spatulate  spines,  and  near  the  anterior  end  there  is 
a  kind  of  fringe  of  long  thin  cylindrical  spines,  espe- 
cially congregated  on  tlie  upper  surface.  The  mouth 
is  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  anterior  and  inferior  groove, 
and  the  excretory  opening  is  at  the  bottom  of  a  pit 
on  the  dorsal  surface,  above  the  terminal  rostrum. 
The  arrangement  of  the  ambulacra  is  most  peculiar. 
The  four  ovarial  openings  and  the  madreporic  tubercle 
are  on  the  dorsal  surface,  just  above  the  truncated 
anterior  end  at  the  base  of  which  the  mouth  lies, 
and  the  three  ambulacral  vessels  of  the  'trivium'  take 
a  short  course  from  the  oral  vascular  ring,  one  along 
the  centre  of  the  anterior  face,  and  the  ot!ier  two 
round  its  edges  to  meet  in  a  ring  surrounding  the 
ovarial  openings.  The  two  vessels  of  the  '  bivium ' 
have  a  very  singular  course.  They  run  back  into 
the  great  posterior  prolongation  of  the  shell,  on  the 
sides  of  which  they  form  long  loops,  sending  conical 
water-feet  through  single  pores  in  long  double  lines  of 
somewliat  irregularly-formed  ambulacral  plates,  which 
finally  converge  in  a  point  a  considerable  distance 
behind  the  point  of  convergence  of  the  three  am- 
bulacra of  the  bivium.  Between  these  two  points  of 
convergence,  which  are  both  on  the  middle  line  of 
the  back,  several  plates  are  intercalated.  "U'e  liave 
thus  the  three  anterior  ambulacra  ending  in  their 
ocular  plates,  meeting  at  one  point,  where  there 
are  likewise  four  genital  plates,  and  the  madreporic 
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ttilii'rdo;  and  the  two  posterior  ambulacra,  with 
tlioir  ocular  plntes,  mcctiog  at  another  point  and 
t'oriuiii^  a  kind  of  8Ccoiid:iry  npox.  The  fifth  genital 
plate  is  ohsoleto.  The  specially  interesting  point  is 
that,  M'hilo  ^Ye  lind  so  far  as  Me  were  aware  no  liring 
represiMitative  of  this  peculiar  arrangement  of  what 
is  ealUnl  'disjunct*  ambulacra,  we  have  long  been 
well  aciiuaintwl  with  a  fossil  familvithe  Dyaattendie, 
pi>$stvssini>  this  character.  Slany  species  of  the 
jH*nora  I>imi«tfr,  Aga$$iz>  Collj/riiea,  Desmgulins. 
Mfiaptirhium,  MlCHKUS.  and  Gra*ia,  iliCHELix, 
aiv  found  friMu  the  lower  oolite  to  the  white  chalk, 
hut  then^  the  family  had  previously  been  supposed  to 
have  brtvme  extinct. 

The  next  attempt  was  one  of  owr  very  few  entirely 
nnsuivcsstiil  hauls,  the  dreilge  coming  up  empty. 
This  we  attributetl  to  an  increase  of  wind  and  swell, 
and  ct,>ns»x|uent  drift  on  the  vessel,  which  seemed  to 
have  preveute^l  the  drvHlgi'  frv^m  n.'achinir  the  ground. 

We  dovvUed  the  raorninj  to  a  st'ries  of  tomperatnre 
souudinsT*  at  intenals  of  oO  tathoms  from  the  surface 
to  the  bottom,  and  this  we  acwnnplished  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner,  with  results  which  will  Iv  fully 
disi*nss«.\l  herv'atter.  Alter  a  rapid  descent  for  the 
tlrst  o'.»  tathotus  the  next  loO  fathoms  maiatained 
a  hiirh  atui  a  tolon\bly  eiiuable  temperature,  and 
ther\»  was  thcEi  a  rayivi  t'all  K't»een  i*"*  and  3*^y 
fathv".v,s.  the  :luTmor.'.etcr  at  the  crv'ater  depth  ir.di- 
caiiv.j  i»  V\  Frv>m  :>»  tathoms  to  the  Krtom  the 
temivrature  tVU  little  more  :>.au  a  vlei::w.  "Thus 
the  ea!:r^"  mas*  of  tt"ator  iti  this  ohanuel  is  nearly 
ei^uallv  div:de\i  into  an  upjvr  and  lower  stratum,  the 
:..>irer-  Nhu;  -.tm   ArvtU'  *iiti*M  of  nearly  i.iXKt  fert 
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deep,  flowing  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  beneath 
an  upper  stratum  of  comparatively  warm  water 
moving  slowly  towards  the  north-east;  the  lower 
half  of  the  latter,  however,  having  its  temperature 
considerably  modified  by  intermixture  with  the 
stratum  over  which  it  lies/'  ^ 

Our  next  few  dredgings  were  on  the  Shetland 
plateau,  in  depths  under  100  fathoms,  and  over 
ground  already  carefully  worked  by  our  colleague 
Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys.  We  got  few  novelties,  but 
owing  to  our  very  effective  dredging  appliances,  we 
took  some  of  the  *  Haaf '  rarities,  such  as  Fiisus  nor- 
vegicusj  Chemn.  ;  Fastis  bernidefisiSy  King  ;  Pleura- 
toma  carinatum^  BrvoNA ;  in  considerable  numbers. 
The  hempen  tangles  stood  us  in  good  stead  with  the 
echinoderms.  On  one  occasion  the  dredge  brought  up 
at  a  single  haul,  in  the  bag  and  on  the  tangles,  cer- 
tainly not  less  than  20,000  examples  of  the  pretty 
little  urchin.  Echinus  norvegicus^  D.  and  K. 

On  the  28th  of  August  we  anchored  in  Lerwick 
Harbour.  We  remained  at  Lerwick  several  days 
taking  in  necessary  supplies,  looking  at  the  geology 
and  the  many  remarkable  antiquities  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  ransacking  the  haberdashers'  shops  for 
those  delicate  fleecy  fabrics  of  wool  which  imitate  in 
a  scarcely  grosser  material,  and  with  almost  equal 
delicacy  of  design,  the  fretted  skeletons  of  JSolteniay 
Euplectella^  and  Aphrocallistes. 

In  this  earlier  part  of  the  cruise  nearly  all  the 
dredgings  had  been  confined  to  the  cold  area,  and 

^  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  "  Preliminary  Report  on  the  Scientific  Explora- 
tion of  the  Deep  Sea,  1869."  (Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society, 
voL  xviL  p.  441.) 
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over  that  region  we  had  found  a  great  uniformity  of 
conditions.  As  already  mentioned,  the  averag;e  bottom 
temperature  tlirouglioutM'as  a  little  below  the  freezing- 
point  of  fresh  water,  and  it  sometimes  fell  to  nearly 
2"  C.  below  the  zero  of  the  centigrade  scale.  The 
bottom  was  uniformly  gravel  and  clay,  the  gravel  on 
the  Scottish  side  of  the  channel  consisting  chiefly  of 
the  ddbrls  of  tlie  laurcntian  gneiss  and  the  other 
metamorphic  reeks  of  the  North  of  Scotland,  and  the 
devonian  beds  of  Caithness  and  Orkney.  On  the 
Tieroe  side  of  the  channel,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
pebbles  were  chiefly  basaltic.  This  ditference  shows 
itself  very  markedly  in  the  colour  and  composition  of 
tlie  tubes  of  aimelids,  and  the  tests  of  sundry  fora- 
niinifera.  The  jjebhles  are  all  rounded,  and  the 
varying  size  of  the  pebbles  and  roughness  of  the 
gravel  in  different  places  give  evidence  of  a  certain 
amount  of  movement  of  material  along  the  bottom. 

There  seems  to  be  but  little  doubt,  from  the 
direction  of  the  series  of  depressions  in  the  isothermal 
lines  of  the  region  (PI.  7),  that  there  is  a  direct  move- 
ment of  cold  water  from  the  Spitzbergen  Sea  into  the 
North  Sea,  and  that  a  branch  of  this  cold  indraught 
passes  into  the  F^roe  Channel.  The  fauna  of  the  cold 
area  is  certainly  characteristic,  although  many  of  its 
most  marked  species  are  common  to  the  deep  water 
of  the  warm  area  whenever  the  temperature  sinka 
below  2°  or  3°  C. 

Over  a  considerable  district  in  the  Fieroe  Channel 
there  is  a  large  (juantity  of  a  sponge  which  is  pro- 
bably identical  with  Cladvrhi:a  abyssicola,  Sars, 
dredged    by    (j.    O.    Bars    in    deep   water  off    the 

ffoten    Islands.      This    sponge   forms   a    kind   of 
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bush  or  shrub,  which  appears  to  clothe  tho  bottom 
in  some  places  over  a  hirg^  area  like  heather  on  a 
moor.  There  are  at  least  three  species.  In  one  the 
bi"aaches  are  strict  and  rigid ;  while  in  another  the 
arrangement  is  more  lax,  side  branches  coming  off 
from  a  flexible  central  rachis  like  the  barbs  from  the 
shaft  of  an  ostrich  feather.  The  branches  seem  in 
some  cases  to  be  from  50  to  80  centimetres  in  height, 
and  the  stems  near  the  base  are  2  to  3  centimetres  in 
diameter,  llie  stem  and  branches  consist  of  a  firm 
central  axis,  semi-transparent  and  of  a  peculiar 
yellowish  green  colour  ;  composed  of  a  continuous 
horny  substance  filled  with  masses  of  needle-shaped 
spicules  arranged  loagitudinally  in  dense  sheaves. 
This  axis  is  overlaid  by  a  soft  bark  of  sponge  sub- 
stance supported  by  needle-shaped  spicules,  and  full 
of  the  biliamate  '  spicules  of  the  sareode  '  so  charac- 
teristic of  the  genus  Eaperia  and  its  allies.  The 
crust  is  covered  with  pores,  and  rises  here  and  there 
into  papilla)  perforated  liy  large  oscula.  This  sponge 
appears  to  belung  to  a  group  allied  to  the  Espe- 
riada?,  and  perhaps  even  more  closely  allied  to 
some  of  the  fossil  branching  forms  whose  remains 
are  so  abundant  in  some  beds  of  the  cretaceous 
period.  A  still  finer  species  of  the  same  group 
was  dredged  by  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  in  the  first 
cruise  of  the  following  year. 

Another  peculiar  sponge  (Fig.  13)  is  very  abundant 
and  of  a  large  size.  This  form  was  admirably  described 
by  Professor  Lovdn — unaccountably  under  the  name 
of  Hyalonema  horeale.  It  is  certainly  very  far  from 
Hyalon&ma.  It  is  more  nearly  allied  to  Tethya,  for 
the  body  of  tlie  sponge  must  certainly  be  referred  to 
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tlie  corticate  type,  tliough  it  difters  from  all  the  other 
known  members  of  the  order  in  being  supported  on  a 
long  symmetrical  stalk  formed,  as   Professor  Ijov^n  | 
has  shown,  of  sheaves  of  short  spicules  bound  together 


by  horny   cement.     A  luft  of  delicate  fibres  fix*>s  thol 
base  of  the    stem  in  its  position.      Professor  Oscar 
Schmidt,  in   his  "Outline  of  llic  Sponge  Fauna  of 
»  Atlantic,"  refers  this  form  to  his  frmiis  Comeiei 
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and  this  he  associates  with  Suberites^  Tethya  greatly 
restricted,  and  one  or  two  other  generic  groups,  to 
form  a  family,  the  Suberitidinse,  a  part  of  the  old 
order  Corticatse,  which  order  he  now  proposes  to 
dismember.  I  doubt  if  this  arrangement  will  hold 
good,  for  the  silicious  sponges  whose  skeleton  con- 
sists mainly  of  radiating  sheaves  of  long  spicules, 
form  a  conspicuous  and  natural  assemblage.  Stylo- 
cardtfla  is  evidently  nearly  related  in  habit  and 
general  character  to  the  Mediterranean  stalked 
sponge  figured  by  Schmidt  under  the  name  of 
Tetilla  euplocamos} 

Foraminifera  are  not  very  abundant  in  the  cold 
area,  though  here  and  there  in  isolated  patches 
large  numbers  of  large  and  remarkable  forms  came 
up  on  the  *  hempen  tangles.'  These  were  principally 
of  the  Arenaceus  type.  On  one  occasion,  at  Station 
51,  one  of  the  intermediate  dredgings  between  the 
warm  area  and  the  cold,  the  tangles  brought  up 
a  multitude  of  tubes  three-quarters  of  an  iDch  to 
an  inch  long,  composed  of  sand-grains  cemented 
together,  and  with  a  slight  appearance  externally  of 
beading,  as  if  they  were  divided  into  segments. 
During  the  *  Lightning '  excursion  the  year  before, 
on  the  middle  bank  along  with  the  specimens  of 
Terehratula  cranium^  we  had  found  in  abundance  a 
sandy  Lituola  with  very  much  the  same  appearance, 
except  that  at  one  end  the  Lituolce  had  a  promi- 
nent mouth,  and  on  breaking  them  open  this 
mouth  was  repeated,  definitely  moulded  of  peculiarly 

*  Die  Sposgien  der  Kiiste  von  Algier.  Von  Dr.  Oscar  Schmidt, 
Profeasor  der  Zoologie  und  vergleichenden  Anatomie,  Director  des 
Landschaftlichen  zoologischen  Museums  zu  Gratz.     Leipzig,  1868. 

I  2 


116 


THE  DEl'THH  OF  THE  .-tEA. 


coloured  sand  grains,  for  every  chamber  of  the  series 
into  winch  tlie  test  was  divided.  The  new  form,  how- 
ever, was  found  not  to  be  divided  into  chambers,  but 
to  have  its  cavity  continuous  throughout,  "  though 
traversed  in  every  part  of  its  length  by  irregular 
processes,  built  up  partly  of  sand-grains  and  partly  of 
sponge-spicules,"  resembling  those  described  by  Dr. 
Carpenter  in  the  gigantic  fossil  form  Parkeria?  One 
extremity  of  this  chamber  is  arched  over,  spaces  being 
left  between  the  agglutinated  sand-grains,  through 
which  it  appears  that  the  gelatinous  being  within 
communicates  with  the  outer  world  by  protruding  its 
sarcode  processes.  The  other  end  was  so  constantly 
broken  off,  leaving  a  rough  fracture,  that  Dr. 
Carpenter  was  inclined  to  believe  that  this  form,  to 
which  be  gave  the  generic  name  of  Botellitia,  grew 
attached  to  the  bottom  or  to  some  foreign  body. 

The  cold  area  teems  with  echinoderms.  In  the 
channel  north  and  west  of  Shetland,  we  added  to  the 
fauna  of  the  British  area  besides  a  large  number  of 
species  new  to  science,  nearly  every  one  of  the  forms 
described  by  the  Scandinavian  naturalists  as  inhabit- 
ing the  seas  of  Norway  and  Greenland. 

la  comparatively  shallow  water  Ctdaria  hyslrix 
was  most  abundant,  and  of  large  size.  The  large 
form  of  Echinus  Jlemiugii,  Ball,  was  rare;  but  every 
haul  at  all  depths  brought  up  some  variety  or  other 
which  was  referred  with  doubt  to  E.  elegans,  D.  and 
K.,  to  one  or  other  form  of  E.  noitegtcus,  D.  and  K., 
or  to  E.  ra}'itubcrcu/a/us,  G.  O.  S\iis ;  and  although 
il  may,  |)erhaps,  be  necessary  still  to  describe  all  these 
which  certainly  in  their  extreme  forms  prcscnt  very 
'  I'hilosophical  'rranMcliom.  I  f  Oft.  p.  snc. 
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marked  differences  as  distinct  species,  after  having 
gone  over  some  thousands  of  them — some  brought 
up  in  nearly  every  haul  of  the  dredge  from  Fseroe  to 
Gibraltar^I  am  inclined  to  suspect  that  they  may 
be  all  varieties  of  Echimia  JieminijU.  I  hare  already 
alluded  to  the  countless  myriads  in  which  the 
small  form  of  E.  norvegicua,  D.  and  K.,  15  mm.  in 
diameter,  swarms  on  the  '  Haaf'  fishing  banks. 
These  little  urchins'are  mature  so  far  as  the  develop- 
ment of  their  i^euerative  products  is  concerned;  and 
I  suspect  from  the  abimdance  of  three  sizes,  that  they 
attain  their  full  size  in  two  years  and  a  half  or  three 
years  ;  but  in  colouring,  in  sculpture,  and  in  the 
form  of  the  pedicellarite,  I  do  not  see  any  character  to 
distinguish  them  from  a  form  four  times  the  size, 
common  in  deep  water  off  tlie  coast  of  Ireland  ;  nor, 
again,  can  I  distinguish  these  last  by  any  definite 
character  which  one  would  regard  as  of  specific  value 
from  the  shallow-water  form  of  Echinus  Jteiniiigii,  as 
large  as  the  ordinary  varieties  of  E.  sphara. 

The  Shetland  variety  of  Eqiiiis  cabalhis  is  certainly 
not  more  than  one-fourth  the  size  of  an  ordinary 
London  dray-horse,  and  I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
any  good  reason  why  there  should  not  be  a  pony 
form  of  an  urchin  as  well  as  of  a  horse. 

Professor  Alexander  Agassiz '  has  discovered  that 
the  Florida  species  of  EchhiocJ/amns  is  nothing  more 
than  the  young  of  a  common  Florida  clypeastroid, 
Slolonochfpus  prostrates,  Ag.,  and  he  suggests  the 
possibility  of  our  Echinocyanms  angulosua,  Leske, 
being  one  of  these  stunted  'pony'  varieties,  or  un- 
developed  young,   either  of  the  American   Utolono- 

'  Bulletin  of  tlie  Museum  of  (.'ompanttive  Zoology,  No.  9,  ]>.  291. 
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clffptis,  the  pluteiis  '  pseudembryo '  having  been  car- 
ried along  and  distributed  by  the  gulf-stream,  or 
of  some  European  deep-water  clypeastroid  hitherto 
unknown. 

The  three  so-called  species  of  the  genus  Toxo- 
pncitstes  of  the  cold  area  must,  I  fear,  submit 
to  fusion.  T.  pictits,  Norman,  and  T.  palHdus, 
G.  O.  Sabs,  are  certainly  varieties  of  T.  drohachi- 
ensis,  O.  F,  MtJLLER. 

The  young  of  Briasopais  lyrifera,  Forbes,  wore 
abundant  at  all  depths,  but  mature  examples  did 
not  occur  beyond  200  fathoms,  and  were  larger 
and  more  abundant  from  50  to  100  fathoms.  Tri- 
pylus  fragilu,  T).  and  K.,  a  rather  scarce  Scandinavian 
form,  was  added  to  the  British  fauna ;  several  speci- 
mens having  been  taken,  unfortunately  usually 
crushed  on  account  of  its  great  delicacy,  in  the 
deeper  and  colder  hauls.  Magniticeut  specimens  of 
the  handsome  heart-urchin,  Spatangns  rasclti,  were 
very  abundant,  associated  in  the  same  zone  of  depth 
with  Cidaria. 

Star-tishcs  were  very  numerous,  rare  and  new 
species  sometimes  actually  crowding  the  hempen 
tangles.  The  two  species  of  Urisinga,  B.  cndeca- 
cnemos,  Absj,,  and  B.  coronala,  G.  O.  Sars,  came  up 
occasionally  and  were  always  regarded  as  prizes, 
although  it  was  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  ex- 
tricate their  spiny  arms  one  after  the  other  from  the 
tangles;  they  were  scarcely  ever  within  the  dredge. 
.Su;a»^er^a/i;jo#w*,  Forbes,  apparently  tlicir  nearest  of 
kin  though  far  removed,  was  represented  abundantly 
by  a  very  pretty  deep-water  variety,  with  ten  arms 
about    forty    millimetres    across    from    tip    to    tip, 
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oi'  a  lirii^Ut  orange  scarlet  even  at  Station  GJr,  at  a 
depth  of  640  fathoms ;  and  we  dredged  abundantly 
S.  Jiirclfei;   D.  and  K,    (Fig.   14),  previously  known 


only  in  the  Scandinavian  seas.    Fedicellaster  typicus, 
Saus,  occurred  but  sparingly,  and  more  frequently  the 


pretty   biscuit-like  Anlroyonivm  granvlnrr,  Mvller 
unci  TuoscKEL.     A.  phri/ifinmini,  O.  V.  Miller,  and 
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Aateropais  pulmllus,  O.  F.  MiJLLEK,  were  not  met 
witli  heyoud  tUe  100-fathom  line.  A  curious  little 
group  of  cushion  stars,  hitherto  supposed  to  be  con- 
tiued  to  high  latitudes,  were  represented  by  IPteraster 
militaris,  JI.  and  T.,  and  P.  pulvillua,  Sars,  and  by 
two  forms  new  to  science, — one,  Korethraster  hia- 
pidus,  sp.  a.,  with  the  whole  of  tlie  upper  surface 
covered  with  long  free  paxilla>  like  sable  brushes  (Fig. 
15).     Rauges  of  delicate  spatulate  spines  border  the 
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mmbnlacnil  groorce.  As  in  Ptermtfr,  there  is  a  double 
TOW  of  ccMUOal  water  feet.  Hie  other  genus  (^g.  16) 
\  ifi  perlia^  eren  more  raDarkabt(.\  The  star-fish  is 
T«tT  flat,  tbe  dorsal  surface  con-red  with  short  paxiUie 
t  which  support  a  metnbtuie  as  in  Ftrrm^er.  A  row 
y  of  qunes  fringing  the  ambubfnl  grooT«s  is  givativ 
,  teugtbcsed  and  webbed,  and  (he  web  running  along 
Itfae  lide  of  one  arm  merts  and  unitr«  with  tbe  wvb 
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of  tho  adjacent  arm,  so  that  the  angles  between  the 
arms  are  entirely  filled  up  by  a  delicate  membrane 
stretched  on  and  supported  by  spines,  and  the  body 
thus  becomes  regularly  pentagonal.  There  is  no  trace 
on  the  ventral  surface  of  the  arms  of  the  trans- 
verse ranges  of  membranous  comb-like  plates  which 
are  so  characteristic  in  Pteraater. 

By  far  the  most  abundant  and  conspicuous  forms 
among  tho  star-fishes  in  deep  water  were  the  genera 
Astropeclen  and  Archaster,  and  their  allies.  At  one 
to  two  hundred  fathoms  the  small  form  of  Astro- 
peclen irregularity  A.  acicularis  of  Norman,  literally 
swarmed  in  some  places,  usually  in  company  with 
the  small  form  of  Luidia  savignii,  M.  and  T.,  L. 
sarsii,  D.  and  K.  I  feel  no  doubt  that  these  two 
forms,  A.  acicularis  and  L.  sarsH,  are  mere  deep- 
water  varieties  of  the  formswhieh  attain  so  much  larger 
proportions  in  shallow  water.  The  late  Mr.  Edward 
Waller  took  charge  of  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys'  yacht 
during  the  summer  of  1869,  on  a  dredging  cruise  off 
the  south  coast  of  Ireland.  He  worked  principally 
about  tho  100-fathom  line  and  a  little  within  it,  and 
procured  a  magnifieeut  series  both  of  Astropecten  and 
Luidia  showing  a  gradual  transition  through  all 
intermediate  stages  between  the  large  and  the  small 
varieties. 

The  cold  area  gave  us  Astropecten  tenvispinn*  in 
great  abxmdance  and  beauty.  The  tangles  sometimes 
came  up  scarlet  with  them,  and  associated  with  this 
species  a  handsome  new  form  of  a  peculiar  leaden 
grey  colour,  and  with  paxillse  arranged  on  the 
dorsal  surface  of  the  disk  in  the  form  of  a  rosette,  or 
the  petaloid  ambulacra  of  a  Clypeaster.    Astropeclen 
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arcticus,  Saks,  was  met  witli  sparing;ly  in  some  of 
the  deeper  dredgings.  The  known  uortliern  species 
of  Archasler  were  abundant  aad  of  large  size  ;  A. 
pareilii,  D.  and  K.,  passing  into  comparatively  shal- 
low water;  and  A.  andronieda  abundant  at  greater 
depths. 


At  Stations  57  nud  58,  and  at  various  others  in 

tho  cold  area,  we  look   many  spocimens  of  a  fine 

Archasfer  (Fig.   17)    with    a   double    row  of    large 

M)uare  marginal  plates  giving  the  edges  a  thickened 

are-cui    appearance    like   those  of    Ctenoditcus; 
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each  marginal  plate  covered  with  miliary  grains, 
and  with  a  prominent  rigid  central  spine.  This  is 
a  large  form,  one  of  our  most  striking  additions  to 
the  tale  of  known  species.  It  measures  120  mm.  from 
tip  to  tip  of  the  arms  across  the  disk.  The  colour 
is  a  rich  cream,  or  various  shades  of  light  rose. 

Ctenodiecua  crispattia  occurred  rarely  and  of  rather 
small  size,  not  more  than  25  mm.  across.  Nearly 
every  haul  brought  up  small  specimens  of  Aster- 
acanthion  mulleri,  M.  Sabs,  and  specimens  of  all  sizes 
of  Cribrella  sanguinolenta,  O.  F.  Muller. 

The  distribution  of  Ophiuroidea  was  altogether 
new  to  a  British  dredger.  By  far  tlie  most  abundant 
form  in  moderate  depths  was  Amphiura  abysncola, 
M.  Sars,  a  species  hitherto  unknown  in  the  British 
seas  ;  and  at  greater  depths  this  species  was  associated 
in  about  equal  numbers  with  Opkiocten  aericeum, 
Forbes. 

Everywhere  Ophiacantha  gpinulosa,  M.  and  T., 
abounds,  and  the  common  Ophioglypha  lacertosa  of 
shallow  water  is  replaced  by  O.  aaraii,  Lutken, 
while  Ophiopholis  aculeata,  O.  F.  Mulleb,  loves  to 
nestle  among  the  branches  of  corals  and  stony 
polyzoa.  In  such  characteristic  cold  area  dredg- 
ings  as  Stations  54,  55,  57,  and  64,  we  find  the 
two  species  of  Ophioacolex,  O.  purpurea,  D.  and 
K.,  and  0.  glactalia,  M.  and  T. ;  the  former  in 
some  places  in  great  abundance,  and  the  latter 
much  more  scarce.  Both  species  are  new  to  the 
British  area,  and  two  very  remarkable  forms  which 
accompany  them  are  new  to  science.  One  of  these 
is  a  very  large  ophiurid  with  thick  arms,  up- 
wards of  three  decimetres  long,  and  a  large  soft  disk 
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resembling  that  of  Ophiomyxa,  to  which  genus  it 
seems  to  be  allied.  The  specimens  which  have  been 
hitherto  procured  are  scarcely  sufficiently  ])erfect  to 
allow  of  its  being  thoroughly  worked  out.  The  other 
is  a  large  handsome  species  of  Ljungman's  genus 
Ophiopua.  The  plates  covering  tlie  disk  are  small  and 
obscure,  and  partly  masked  by  a  netted  membrane. 
In  moderate  depths  Amphivra  balli,  Thompson,  was 
common,  and  we  now  and  then  dredged  a  stray 
example  of  the  beautiful  little  Ophiopeltis  securigera, 
1).  and  K.,  lately  added  to  the  Shetland  fauna  by 
the  Rev.  A.  Merle  Norman. 

It  was  a  matter  of  some  surprise  to  us  as  well  as 
of  great  pleasure  to  bring  up  in  many  of  our  cold 
area  hauls  considerable  numbers  of  the  handsomest 
of  the  northern  free  erinoids,  Antedon  eacrk-htii. 
So  far  as  I  am  aware,  this  species  has  not  hitherto 
been  met  with  iu  the  Scandinavian  or  Spitzbergen 
seas;  all  our  museum  specimens  come  from  Green- 
land or  Labrador.  This  is  also  the  case  with  Cleno- 
disctts  crispatu8.  In  neither  instance  do  the  speci- 
mens from  the  north  of  Scotland  appear  to  be  quite 
so  large  as  those  from  Greenland.  One  or  two 
hauls  in  moderate  water  gave  us  abundant  examples 
of  Anledon  netticHS,  Bakiiett,  a  form  still  more  com- 
mon however  in  the  11  inch;  and  almost  every  haul 
we  found  a  broken  specimen  or  some  fragments  of 
Antedvn  aarsii. 

Once  or  twice  we  found  a  fragment  of  the  stem  of 
Uhizocriittis,  hut  singularly  enough  no  living  specimen 
of  this  interesting  little  crinoid  rewarded  us  from  the 
cold  water,  although  our  conclusion  seemed  to  be 
just,  that  the  Arctic  indraught  sets  into  the  l'd>roc 
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Channel  directly  from  the  seas  of  the  Loffotens  where 
it  abounds. 

AVe  dredged  many  Holothnrije;  notably  everywhere 
below  200  or  300  fathoms  tiie  delicate  little  Ech'mo- 
cucumis  typlca,  M,  Sars  ;  and  Psoliis  sguamalus, 
KoREN,  whicli  does  not  seem  however  to  be  common, 
though  we  dredged  it  in  great  profusion  on  one  occa- 
sion in  the  '  Lightning,'  its  white  scaly  disks  showing 
out  against  the  smooth  black  pebbles  of  Fiieroe  basalt 
to  which  they  were  attached.  JTololhuria  ecalcarea, 
Sars,  was  met  with  occasionally,  and  formed  another 


interesting  addition  to  the  British  fauna.  It  always 
bad  a  peculiar  elfect  coming  up  among  a  number  of 
much  smaller  and  more  delicate  things,  likea  massive 
German  sausage  twenty  or  thirty  centimetres  long. 

In  the  characteristic  hauls  in  the  cold  area  we  met 
with  some  very  interesting  crustaceans,  one  or  two  of 
which  I  figure  as  they  are  highly  suggestive  of  the 
source  of  the  oold  water.  Tlioy  are  some  of  the 
gigantic  forms  of  amphipoda  and  isopoda  of  the 
Arctic  sea. 
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Stmrm  cuaptdaius,  Kroyer  (Fig.   18),  had  pre- 
viously been  known  only  in  the  Greenland  sea,  and 


the  genus  was  represented  for  the  seas  of  Britain  by 
nn  imperfect  example  of  another  species. 

Fig.  19  is  a  large  and  hitherto  unknown  species  of 
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the  genus  Caprella,  tbe  odd-looking  group  of  skeleton 
shrimps  which  fix  themselves  by  their  hind  claapers, 
usually  in  this  locality  to  branching  sponges,  and  wave 
their  gaunt  grotesque  bodies  about  in  the  water. 

jSga  nasuia,  Norhan  (Fig.  20),  is  another  new 
species,  one  of  the  '  normal '  isopods.  Much  larger 
specimens  of  this  curious  genus  are  however  known 
on  the  British  coasts,  usually  semi-parasitical  on  large 
fishes. 

Arctuma  biiffini,  Sadikb  (Pig.  21),  is  another  of 
the  '  isopoda  normalia ' — normal  to  a  certain  extent  in 
its  structure,  but  very  peculiar  in  its  appearance  and 


habits.  Arctttnts  has,  like  Caprella,  the  habit  of 
clinging  to  some  foreign  body  by  its  claspers,  and 
rearing  up  the  anterior  part  of  its  body  in  a  queer 
manner;  but  it  has  in  addition  a  p  .ir  of  enormously 
developed  antennae,  and  to  these  -he  young  cling  by 
their  claspers,  and  range  themselves  along  like  a 
couple  of  living  fringes.  Idotea  {Arcturus)  baffini 
was  first  described  in  the  Appendix  to  Captain  Parry's 
fourth  voyage.  This,  or  a  nearly  allied  species, 
seems  to  occur  also  in  the  Antarctic  Seas.  Sir  Jamea 
Clark   Ross  remarks,*  that  in  dredging  at  a  depth 

'  A  Voyage  of  Discovery  and  Research,  tuI.  i.  p.  203. 
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of  270  fathoms,  lat.  72°  31'  S.,  long.  173'  39'  E., 
"  corallines,  flustrEe,  and  a  variety  of  marine  inverte- 
brate animals  came  up  in  the  net,  showing  an  abun- 
dance and  great  variety  of  animal  life.  Amongat 
them  I  detected  two  species  of  Pycnogomnn,  Idotea 
baffini,   hitherto    considered   peculiar    to    the  Arctic 


seas  " — and  some  other  forms.  The  figure  represents 
Arctunis  hajjini  and  a  few  of  its  progeny,  which 
however  have  got  somewhat  into  disorder.  The  nur- 
sery arrangements  are  usually  much  more  regular. 

One  or  two  species  of  the  singular  marine  arachnida 
of  the  ^nus   Nymphon,  of  a  very  largo  size,  were 
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frequeutly  entangled  in  large  numbers  on  the  loose 
hemp.  This  group  seems  to  be  specially  characteristic 
of  the  sea  at  an  arctic  temperature.  They  are  re- 
ported of  almost  incredible  size,  thirty  centimetres  or 
80  across,  from  the  late  German  and  Swedish  polar 
expeditions,    and    they    have    also    been  found  enor- 


I 


mously  large  in  deep  water  in  the  antarctic  regions. 
They  often  come  up  clinging  to  the  sounding-line. 

The  Moliusca,  which  in  the  preceding  cruises 
usually  constituted  the  principal  results  of  the 
dredging,  were  here  quite  subordinate  as  regards 
both    number   and  variety  to    the    groups   already 
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mentioned;  and  the  difference  between  the  molluscan 
fauna  of  the  cold  and  that  of  the  warm  area  was  not 
by  any  means  so  great  as  that  shown  in  other  groups. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  types  wliich  we  met  with 
was  Terebratida  aeptata,  Philippi  =.  T.  septigera, 
Lov^y,  a  hrachiopod  found  living  at  Station  65  in 
the  Shetland  Cliannelj  at  a  depth  of  345  fathoms, 
and  a  bottom-temperature  of— 1'''1C.  A  variety  of 
this  species,  from  the  riiocene  beds  of  Messina,  has 
been  described  and  figured  by  Professor  Seguenza 
under  the  name  of  Jfuldhebaia  peloritana  ;  and  it  is 
clearly  the  same  as  the  Waldhehnm  jloridana,  found 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by  De  Pourtales,  which  our 
own  numerous  specimens  so  considerably  exceed  in 
size  as  to  show  that  its  more  congenial  home  is  in 
frigid  water. 

Only  a  small  number  of  Fishes  were  procured,  but 
their  scarcity  may  probably  have  been  due  to  the 
urisuitableness  of  the  dredge  as  a  means  for  their 
capture.     Tlie  few  species  taken  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Couch  of  Polperro  by  Mr.  Loughrin, 
and  were  examined  by  him  after  our  return.    The  list 
includes  a  new  generic  form  intermediate  between 
ChhiKBra  and  Macrounis,  Avhich  was  brought  up  from 
n  depth  of  540  fathoms  in  the  cold  area ;  a  new  species  i 
of  a  genus  allied  to  Zem ;  a  new  Qadii«  approaching 
the  common  Whiting ;   a  new  species  of   Ophidion ; 
a  species  of  a  new  genus  near  Cyclopterus ;  litenniua  I 
fasciaim,  Bt.0CH,new  to  Britain;  Am/nodi/ te»  siculus ;  I 
a  6ne  new  Serranua  ;  and  a  new  Sifngnalhus. 

Death  put  an  end  to  the  labours  of  the  veteran  I 
Coruish  naturalist  while  he  was  preparing  descrip-J 
tjons  and  iigurcs  of  our  new  species.     Me  died  full  of  J 
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years  and  work,  and  this  last  task,  on  which  he  had 
entered  with  keen  interest,  must  be  finished  by  other' 
hands. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  bottom -temperature  of  the 
cold  area,  at  500  fathoms,  does  not  differ  by  more 
than  two  or  three  degrees  from  that  of  the  warm 
area,  at  depths  beyond  1,500  fathoms.  It  seems,  in 
fact,  as  Dr.  Carpenter  has  well  pointed  out,  as  if  all 
the  extreme  climatal  conditions  which,  in  the  deep 
water  of  the  Atlantic,  are  extended  over  a  vertical 
distance  of  two  or  three  miles,  are  here  compressed, 
without  greatly  altering  their  proportions,  into  the 
compass  of  half  a  mile.  We  have  the  same  surface 
super-beating  and  rapid  fall  for  the  first  short  dis- 
tance ;  the  same  hump  on  the  curves,  indicating  the 
presence  of  a  layer  of  water  heated  by  some  other 
cause  thao  direct  solar  radiation;  the  same  rapid  fall 
through  '  a  stratum  of  intermixture ; '  and,  finally, 
the  same  long  excessively  slow  depression  through  a 
deep  bottom  bed  of  cold  water  nearly  at  a  uniform 
temperature. 

As  might  be  anticipated,  if  the  view  be  correct 
that  arctic  conditions  are  in  a  broad  sense  con- 
tinuous throughout  the  abyssal  regions  of  the  sea,  a 
large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  *  cold  area '  are 
common  to  the  deep  water  off  Rockall  and  as  far  south 
as  the  coast  of  Portugal ;  but  the  fauna  of  the  Ffieroe 
channel  includes,  besides  these  generally  distributed 
forms,  an  assemblage  of  species — for  example,  the 
large  crustaceans  and  arachnida  and  some  of  the  star- 
fishes— which  are  not  only  generally  characteristic  of 
frigid  conditions,  but  specially  of  that  part  of  the 
arctic  province  represented  by  the  seas  of  Spitzbergen, 
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Greealanil,  Jind  Loffoten.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  this  especially  arctic  character  of  the  fauna  is 
maintained  by  the  continual  migration  of  arctic 
species  along  with  the  arctic  current  indicated  by 
the  depressions  in  the  lines  of  equal  temperature. 
Many  sjjecies  characteristic  of  the  '  cold  area '  were 
not  met  with  beyond  its  limits,  owing  doubtless  to 
the  entire  banking  in  and  disappearance  of  the  cold 
water,  and  the  obliteration  of  the  arctic  current 
as  such  at  the  western  opening  of  the  channel 
between  the  Fiieroe  banks  and  the  ITobrides. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

Official  Documents  and  Official  Accounts  of  Preliminary  Pro- 
ceedings in  connection  Kith  the  Explorations  in  H-M.  Sur- 
veying-vessel 'Porcupine'  during  tlte  Summer  of  1869. — 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  tlie  Royal  Society, 
setting  forth  the  m-igin  of  the  '  Porcupine '  Ejcpcdition,  and 
the  objects  v:hich  it  was  designed  to  carry  out: — 

January  21,  1869. 

The  Preliminary  Report  of  the  Dredging  Operations  conducted 
by  Dra.  Carpenter  and  Wy ville  Thomson  (in  the  '  Lightning ') 
having  been  considered,  it  was 

Eesolved, — That,  looking  to  the  valuable  resnUs  obtained  fi-om 
these  Marine  Rvsearches,  restricted  in  scojie  as  they  have 
been  in  a  first  trial,  the  President  and  Council  consider  it 
most  desirable,  with  a  view  to  the  advancement  of  Zoology 
and  other  branches  of  science,  that  the  exploration  should 
be  renewed  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer,  and 
carried  over  a  wider  area;  and  that  the  aid  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  so  liberally  affordeil  Inst  year,  be 
again  requested  in  furtherance  of  the  undertaking. 

Itesolved, — That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  to  the 
Council  on  the  measures  it  will  be  advisnble  to  take  in 
order  to  cany  the  foregoing  resolution  most  advantageously 
into  eflect.  The  Committee  to  consist  of  the  President 
and  Officers,  with  Dr.  Carpenter,  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys,  and 
Captain  Eichards. 

FArvary  18,  1869. 

Read   the   following  Report   of  the   Committee   on   ifarine 
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"The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Couucil  on  the  21st  of 
January,  to  consider  the  njeaaurea  advisable  for  tlie  further  pro- 
secution of  llesearches  into  the  Physical  and  Biological  Condi- 
tious  of  the  Deep  Sea  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  British  Coest, 
beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : — 

"  The  results  obtained  by  the  Dredgings  and  Temperature- 
Soundings  carried  on  during  the  brief  Cruise  of  H.M.S.  '  Light- 
ning '  in  August  and  September,  18fi8,  taken  in  connection  with 
tliose  of  Uie  Dredgings  recontly  prosecuted  under  the  direction 
of  the  Governments  of  Sweden  and  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  the  remarkable  Temperature- Soundings  of  Captain  Short- 
laud  in  the  Arabian  Gulf,  have  conclusively  shown — 

"  1.  That  the  Ocean -bottom,  at  depths  of  SOU  fathoms  or  more, 
presents  a  vast  field  for  research,  of  which  tlie  systematic 
exploration  can  scarcely  fail  to  yield  results  of  the  liighest 
interest  and  importance,  in  regard  alike  to  Physical,  Biological, 
and  Geological  Science. 

■'  2,  That  the  prosecution  of  such  a  systematic  exploration  ia 
altogether  beyond  the  reach  of  private  enterprise,  requiring 
means  and  appliances  which  can  only  be  fnraiahed  by  Govern- 
ment. 

"  It  may  be  hoped  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  be 
induced  at  some  future  time  to  consider  this  work  as  one  of  the 
special  duties  of  the  British  Navy;  which  possesses,  in  the 
worid-wide  distribution  of  ita  Ships,  far  greater  opportunities  for 
sncli  researclies  than  the  Navy  of  any  other  couutry, 

'■  At  present,  however,  the  Committee  consider  it  desirable  that 
the  Uoyal  Society  should  represent  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
the  importance  of  at  once  following  up  the  su^estiona  appended 
tu  Dr.  Carpenter's  '  Preliminary  lieport '  of  the  Cmise  of  the 
'  IJghtning.'  by  instituting,  during  the  coming  season,  a  detailed 
survey  of  Uie  deeper  part  of  the  Ocean-bottom  between  the 
North  of  Scotland  and  the  Fit-roe  Islands,  aud  by  extending  that 
survey  in  I)oth  a  N,E.  and  a  S.\V.  direction,  so  as  thoroughly  to 
investigate  the  Physical  and  the  Biological  conditions  of  the  two 
Submarine  I'rovinces  included  in  that  area,  which  are  chkraclui^ 
i2ed  by  a  stroDgly  marked  contrast  in  Climate,  with  a  correspond- 
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ing  dissimilarity  id  Animal  Life,  and  to  trace  ibis  climatic 
dissimilarity  to  its  source ;  as  well  as  to  carry  down  the  like 
survey  to  depths  much  greater  than  have  been  yet  explored  by 
the  Dredge, 

"  This,  it  ia  believed,  can  be  accomplished  without  difficulty 
(unless  the  weather  should  prove  extraordinarily  unpropitious) 
by  the  employnient  of  a  suitable  vessel,  provided  with  the 
requisite  appliances,  between  the  middle  of  May  and  the  middle 
of  September.  The  Ship  should  be  of  sufQcient  size  to  furnish 
a  Crew  of  which  each  '  watch '  could  carry  on  the  work  con- 
tinuously without  undue  fatigue,  so  as  to  take  the  fullest  advan- 
tage of  calm  weather  and  long  summer  days  ;  and  should  also 
provide  adequate  accommodation  for  the  study  of  the  specimens 
when  freshly  obtained,  whicli  should  be  one  of  the  primary 
objects  of  the  Expedition.  As  there  would  be  no  occasion  to 
extend  the  Survey  to  a  greater  distance  than  (at  the  most)  400 
miles  from  land,  no  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  obtaining 
the  supplies  necessary  for  such  a  four  months'  cruise,  by  running 
from  time  to  time  to  the  port  that  might  be  nearest.  Thus, 
supposing  that  the  Ship  took  its  departure  from  Cork  or  Galway, 
and  proceeded  first  to  the  channel  between  the  British  Isles  and 
Bockall  Bank,  where  depths  of  from  1,000  to  1,300  fathoms  are 
known  to  exist,  the  Bredgings  and  Temperature-Soundings  could 
be  proceeded  with  in  a  northerly  direction,  until  it  would  be 
convenient  to  make  Stomoway.  Taking  a  fresh  departure  from 
that  port,  the  exploration  might  then  be  carried  on  over  the  area 
to  the  N.W.  of  the  Hebrides,  in  which  the  more  moderate 
depths  (from  500  to  600  fathoms)  would  afford  greater  facility  for 
the  detailed  survey  of  that  part  of  the  Ocean-bottom  on  which  a 
Cretaceous  deposit  ia  in  progress — the  Fauna  of  this  area  having 
been  shown  by  the  '  Lightning'  researches  to  present  features  of 
most  especial  interest,  while  the  careful  study  of  the  deposit 
may  be  expected  to  elucidate  many  phenomena  as  yet  unex- 
plained which  are  presented  by  the  ancient  Chalk  Formation.  A 
month  or  six  weeks  would  probably  be  required  for  this  part  of 
the  Survey,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  vessel  might  again  nm 
to  Stomoway  for  supplies.     The  area  to  the  N.  and  N.K  of 
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Lewis  should  then  be  worked  in  the  like  careful  manner ;  and  as 
the  '  cold  area '  would  here  1)6  encountered,  special  attention 
should  be  given  to  the  determination  of  its  boundaries,  and  of 
the  sources  of  its  climatic  peculiarity.  Thcee  would  probably 
require  the  extension  of  the  survey  for  some  distance  in  a  N.K 
direction,  which  would  carry  the  vessel  into  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Shetland  Isles;  and  Lerwick  would  then  be  a  suitable 
port  for  supplies.  "Whatever  time  might  then  remain  would  be 
advantageously  employed  in  dredging  at  such  a  distance  round 
the  Shetlands  as  would  give  depths  of  from  250  to  400  fathoma, 
Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys'  dredginga  in  that  locality  having  been 
limited  to  200  fathoms. 

"  Tlie  Natural-History  work  of  such  an  Expedition  should  be 
prosecuted  under  the  direction  of  a  Chief  (who  need  not,  how- 
ever, be  the  same  throughout),  aided  by  two  competent  Assistants 
(to  be  provided  by  the  Royal  Society),  who  should  be  onpged 
for  the  whole  Cruise.  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  is  ready  to  take  charge 
of  it  during  the  first  five  or  six  weeks,  say,  to  the  end  of  June^ 
when  Professor  Wyv ill e  Thomson  would  be  prepared  to  take  his 
place ;  and  Dr.  Carpenter  would  be  able  to  join  the  Expedition 
early  in  Augast,  remaining  with  it  to  the  end.  It  would  be  a 
great  advantage  if  the  Sui^eon  appointed  to  the  Ship  should 
have  sufBeient  knowledge  of  Natural  Ilistor)',  and  auttlcient 
interest  in  the  inqiiiiy,  to  participate  in  the  work. 

"The  experience  of  the  previous  Expedition  will  fumisli 
adequate  guidance  as  to  the  appliances  which  it  would  be 
necessary  lo  ask  the  Government  to  provide,  iu  case  they  accede 
to  the  present  application. 

"  With  reference  to  tlie  Scieutilic  instruments  and  apparatus 
U>  be  provided  by  the  Ijoyid  Society,  the  Committee  recummend 
that  tlie  detailed  consideration  of  them  be  referred  to  a  Special 
Conumtlee,  conRisttnj;  of  gentlemen  practically  conversant  with 
the  construction  and  wurking  of  sncli  instnimenta." 

Iteaulwd, — That  Xhv.  Report  now  read  Iw  rccdved  and  ailopted, 
and  that  applicalivu  be  made  to  Her  AL^eciy's  GovenuuDDt 
accordinpily. 
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The  following  Draft  of  a  Letter  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Secre* 
tary  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  was  approved : — 

"The  Rotal  Societt,  Burlinoton  Hodbe, 
"FOrruttTg  18,  1869. 

"  Sib, — Referring  to  the '  Preliminary  Eeport '  by  Dr.  Carpenter 
of  the  Beaults  of  the  Deep-Sea  Exploration  carried  on  during 
the  brief  Cruise  of  Her  Majesty's  Steam-vessel  'Lightning'  in 
August  and  September  last,  which  has  already  been  transmitted 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty — I  am  directed  by  the  President  and  Council  of  the 
Boyal  Society  to  state  that,  looking  to  the  valuable  information 
obtained  from  these  Marine  Researches,  although  comparatively 
restricted  in  duration  and  extent,  they  deem  it  most  desirable, 
in  the  interests  of  Biological  and  Physical  Science,  and  in  no 
small  degree  also  for  the  advancement  of  Hydrographical  know- 
ledge, that  a  fresh  exploration  should  be  entered  upon  in  the 
ensuing  summer,  and  extended  over  a  wider  area ;  and  they  now 
desire  earnestly  to  recommend  the  matter  to  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  My  Lords,  in  the  hope  that  the  aid  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  which  was  so  readily  and  liberally  bestowed  last 
year,  may  be  afforded  to  the  undertaking  now  contemplated,  for 
which  such  support  would  be  indispensable. 

"  In  favour  of  the  practicability  and  probable  success  of  the 
proposed  fresh  exploration,  I  am  directed  to  explain  that  the 
objects  to  be  aimed  at,  as  well  as  the  course  to  be  followed  and 
the  measures  to  be  employed  for  their  attainment,  have  mainly 
been  suggested  by  the  observations  made  and  the  experience 
gained  in  the  last  Expedition. 

"  Further  information  as  to  the  proposed  exploration  will  be 
found  in  the  Report,  herewith  transmitted,  of  a  Committee  to 
whose  consideration  the  subject  was  referred  by  the  Council. 

"  It  is  understood  that  the  requisite  Scientific  Apparatus  and 
the  remuneration  of  the  Assistants  to  be  employed  would  be 
provided  by  the  Royal  Society.  With  regard  to  the  appliances 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  be  asked  to  provide,  the 
experience  of  the  previous  Expedition  will  furnish  adequate 
guidance,  whenever  the  general  scheme  may  be  approved.     It 
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Iiaa  appeared  to  the  President  and  CoimeiJ,  that  if  the  ship 
required  for  the  proposed  service  could  be  provided  by  the 
temporary  employment  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Snrveyiug 
Vessels  now  in  commission,  anything  beyond  a  trifling  outlay  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  would  be  rendered  unnecessary. 
"  I  remain, 

"  Your  obedient  Servant, 

"  W.  SHAItPEY,  MD., 

"  Tht  Seerelary  lo  l/if  AdmiraUij."  "  Stc.  S.S." 

Eesolved, — Tliat  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
Scientific  Apparatus  it  will  be  desirable  to  provide  for  the 
proposed  Expedition,  The  Committee  to  consist  of  the 
President  and  Officers,  with  Dr.  Carpenter,  Captain  Kichards, 
Mr.  Siemens,  Dr.  Tyndall,  and  Sir  Charles  Wheatstone, 
with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

That  a  sum  of  £2(J0  from  the  Government  grant  he  assigned 
to  Dr.  Carpenter  for  the  further  prosecution  of  llesearches 
into  the  Temperature  and  Zoolc^  of  the  Deep  Sea, 

AfanA  18, 1860. 
An  oral  communication  was  made  by  the  Hydrographer  to  the 
efifect  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  had 
acceded  to  the  request  conveyed  in  Dr.  Sharpey's  lett«r  of 
Februaiy  18  ;  that  Her  Majesty's  Survey ing-vesael  'Porcupine* 
had  been  assigned  for  the  service ;  and  that  the  special  equip- 
ment needed  for  its  efficient  performance  was  proceeding  under 
the  direction  of  her  Commander,  Captain  Calver. 

April  l.\lS6a 
Pead  the  following  letter  from  the  Admiralty ; — 

••  AvunUiVri,  Utmh  IB,  18fl9. 
"  Sm, — With  reference  to  previous  correspondence,  1  am  com- 
manded by  ^ly  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 
ticrjuaint  yon  that  Dr.  Caritenter  and  his  Assistants,  who  have 
been  deputed  by  tlie  Royal  Society  to  accompany  the  Kxpt'ditiua 
about  to  be  dispatched  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Fferoo  lules 
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for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  bottom  of  the  Ocean  by 
means  of  deep-sea  soundings,  will  be  entertained  whilst  embarked 
on  board  the  '  Porcupine '  at  the  Goveroment  expense. 
"  I  am.  Sir, 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  W.  G.  RoMAfflt" 

'■  Tlu  PraidaU  of  the  Royal  Soeitly." 


Read  the  following  Keport : — 

"The  Committee  appointed  Feb.  18,  1869,  to  consider  the 
Scientific  Apparatus  it  will  be  desirable  to  provide  for  the  pro- 
posed Expedition  for  Marine  Besearches,  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
the  Council  the  following  Report : — 

"  The  chief  subjects  of  Physical  Enquiry  which  presented 
themselves  as  interesting  on  their  own  account,  or  in  relation  to 
the  existence  of  Life  at  great  depths,  were  as  follows ; — 

"  (1)  The  temperature  both  at  the  bottom  and  at  various 
depths  between  that  and  the  surface. 

"  (2)  The  nature  and  amount  of  the  dissolved  Gases. 

"  (3)  The  amount  of  Organic  matter  contained  in  the  water, 
and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  Inoiganic  salts. 

"  (4)  The  amount  of  Light  to  be  found  at  great  depths. 

"  Among  these  subjects  the  Committee  thought  it  desirable  to 
confine  themselves  in  the  tirst  instance  to  such  as  had  previously 
to  some  extent  been  taken  in  hand,  or  could  pretty  certainly  be 
carried  out. 

"  The  determination  of  Temperatures  has  hitherto  rest«d 
chiefly  upon  the  K^stration  of  minimum  Thermometers.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  temperature  registered  by  minimum  thermo- 
meters sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  even  if  their  registration 
were  unaffected  by  the  pressure,  would  only  give  the  lowest 
temperature  reached  BomeiokeTt  between  top  and  bottom,  not 
tuetssarily  at  the  bottom  itself.  The  temperatures  at  various 
depths  might  indeed,  provided  they  nowhere  increased  on  going 
deeper,  be  determined  by  a  series  of  minimum  thermometers 
placed  at  different  distances  along  the  line,  though  this  would 
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involve  considerable  difficulties.  Still,  the  liability  of  tlie  index 
to  slip,  and  the  probability  that  the  indication  of  the  thermo- 
meters would  be  affected  by  the  great  pressure  to  which  they 
were  exposed,  rendered  it  very  desirable  to  control  their  indica- 
tions by  ftu  independent  method. 

"  Two  plans  were  proposed  for  this  purpose,  one  by  Sir  Charles 
Wheatstone,  and  one  by  Mr.  Siemens.  Both  plans  involved  the 
employment  of  a  voltaic  current,  excited  by  a  battery  on  deck  ; 
and  required  a  cable  for  the  conveyance  of  insulated  wires.  The 
former  plan  depended  upon  the  action  of  an  immersed  Breguet's 
thorraometer,  which,  by  an  electro-mechanical  arrangement,  was 
read  by  an  indicating  instrument  placed  on  deck.  The  latter 
plan  made  the  indication  of  temperature  depend  on  the  existence 
of  a  thermal  variation  in  the  electric  resistance  of  a  conducting 
wire.  It  rested  on  the  equalization  of  the  derived  currents  in 
two  perfectly  similar  partial  circuits,  containing  each  a  copper 
wire  running  the  whole  length  of  the  cable,  the  sea,  and  a 
resistance-coil  of  fine  platinum  wire ;  the  coil  in  the  one  cu-cuit 
being  immersed  in  the  sea  at  the  end  of  the  cable,  and  that  in 
the  other  being  immersed  in  a  vessel  on  deck,  containing  water 
the  temperature  of  which  could  be  regulated  by  the  addition  of 
hot  or  cold  water,  and  determined  by  an  ordinary  thermometer. 

"  The  instruments  required  in  Sir  Charles  Wheatstone's  plan 
were  more  expensive,  and  would  take  longer  to  construct ;  and. 
besides,  the  Comniittee  were  unwilling  to  risk  the  loss  of  a 
somewhat  costly  instrument  in  case  the  cable  were  to  break. 
On  these  accounts  they  thought  it  best  to  adopt  the  simpler 
plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Siemens  ;  and  the  ojiparutus  required  for 
carrying  the  plan  into  execution  is  now  completed,  and  in  use  in 
the  expedition, 

"Meanwhile  a  plan  had  been  devised  by  Dr,  Miller  for 
obviating  the  effect  of  pressure  on  a  minimum  thtnnometcr, 
without  preventing  access  tii  the  stem  for  the  purjxise  of  Hutting 
the  index.  It  consists  in  enclosing  the  bulb  in  an  outer  bulb 
riveted  on  a  little  way  up  the  stem,  the  inter\'al  between  the 
bulbs  being  partly  filled  with  liquid,  for  the  eake  of  quicker 
conduction.     The  Committee  have  had  a  few  minimum  thermo- 
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meters  constructed  on  this  principle,  which  have  been  found  to 
answer  perfectly.  The  method  is  described  in  a  short  paper 
which  will  be  read  to  the  Society  to-morrow, 

"For  obtaining  specimens  of  water  from  any  depth  to  which 
the  dredging  extends,  tlie  Committee  have  procured  an  inatni- 
ment  constructed  as  to  its  leading  features  on  the  plan  of  that 
described  by  Dr.  Marcet  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for 
1819,  and  used  successfully  in  the  eaidier  northern  expeditious. 

"  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  is  now  out  on  the  first  Cruise  of  the 
'  Porcupine,'  the  vessel  which  the  Admiralty  have  sent  out  for 
the  purpose,  and  is  accompanied  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Carpenter,  B.Sc. 
(son  of  Br.  Carpenter),  who  undertakes  the  general  execution  of 
the  physical  and  chemical  part  of  the  inquiry.  A  letter  has 
been  received  by  the  President  from  Mr.  Jeffreys,  who  speaks 
highly  of  the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  Mr.  Carpenter.  The  ther- 
mometers protected  according  to  Dr.  Miller's  plan,  and  the 
instrument  for  obtaining  specimens  of  water  from  great  depths, 
have  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily  in  actual  practice.  Mr. 
Siemens'  instrument  wag  not  quite  ready  when  the  vessel  started 
on  her  first  Cruise,  and  was  not  on  board  when  the  above  letter 
was  written.  The  gas-analyses  have  been  succesafully  carried 
on,  notwithstanding  the  motion  of  the  vessel.  From  a  letter 
subsequently  received  from  Mr.  Carpenter,  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Siemens'  apparatus,  so  far  as  it  has  yet  been  tried,  works  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  thermometers  protected  according  to 
Dr.  Miller's  plan. 
"June  18,  188B." 

Resolved, — That  the  Report  now  ivad  be  received  and  entered 
on  the  Minutes. 
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Particulars  of  Depth,  Temperature,  and  Position  at  the  various 
Dredging  Stations  of  H.M.S.  'Porcupine'  in  the  Summer 
of  1869 :~ 
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CHAPTEE  IV. 

THE   CRUISES  OF   THE   'PORCUPINE*    (continued). 

From  Shetland  to  Stornowaj. — Phospliore»ceiice. — The  Ec/Unothurida. 
—The  Fauna  of  the  'Warm  Area.'— End  of  the  Cruise  of  1869. 
— Arrengementa  for  the  Expedition  of  1870. — From  England  to 
Gibraltar. — Peculiar  Conditions  of  the  Mediterranean, — lietum  to 
Cowea. 

Appenciz  a. — Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  tbe  Boyal 
Society,  and  other  official  documents  referring  to  the  Cruise  of 
H.M.S.  '  Porcupine '  during  the  Summer  of  1870, 

Appbkdix  B. — Particulars  ot  Depth,  Temperoture,  and  Position  at 
the  variouB  Dredging  Stations  of  H.M.S.  'Porcupine,'  in  the 
Summer  of  1870, 

•,•  The  bracketed  numberi  to  the  teoodcula  iit  this  chapter  rr/er  ia  the  dredijimj 
italions  <m  FliUei  H'.  aud  V. 

We  left  Lerwick  on  the  31st  of  August,  and  ran 
south-  and  westward,  passing  close  to  Sumhurgh 
Head ;  Fair  Isle,  of  evil  repute  among  mariners, 
lying  on  the  southern  horizon  like  a  little  grey 
cloud.  The  weather  was  still  very  fine,  and  we 
had  a  good  tossing  with  scarcely  a  hreath  of  wind 
in  the  famous  Koost  of  Sumhurgh.  Fast  Noma's 
eyrie  on  the  *  Fitful  Head ; '  past  in  the  falling 
shadows  of  the  autumn  night  the  rocky  Island  of 
Foula,  still  the  haunt  of  one  or  two  pairs  of  the 
great   skua  gull,  Leatria  cataraetea,  a   species   fast 
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hastening  to  join  the  dodo  and  the  gair-fonl  among 
thfl  creatures  of  bygone  times. 

We  now  steered  somewhat  to  the  north  of  west,  and 
early  on  the  1st  of  September  sounded  in  lat.  60°  17', 
long.  2"  53',  at  a  depth  of  103  fathoms,  and  a  bottom 
temperature  of  9'-2C.  We  were  still  in  the  shallow 
water,  and  had  not  touched  the  arctic  stream.  All 
day  we  slipped  over  the  edge  of  the  plateau,  dredging 
ehiefly  well-known  Shetland  forms,  and  the  tempera- 
lure  falling  slightly,  reaching  in  the  afternoon  at  a 
depth  of  203  fathoms,  8°-7  C.  (Station  74).  The  next 
sounding,  about  ten  miles  farther  north,  gave  us  the 
stratum  of  intermixture,  a  temperature  of  o°o  C.  at  a 
depth  of  250  fathoms.  AYe  ran  about  thirty  miles  in 
the  night,  and  early  next  morning  dredged  in  the 
frigid  water  again  in  lat.  00"  36'  N.,  long.  3°  58'  W.,  at 
a  deptli  of  341  fathcms,  with  a  bottom  temperature  of 
—  l''-l  C,  the  temperature  at  the  surface  being  lO"!  C. 
Five- and- twenty  miles  to  the  westward,  wc  sounded 
again  at  noon  of  the  same  day  at  660  fathoms,  with 
-r-2C. 

In  these  two  or  three  last  cold  dredgings  the 
character  of  the  bottom  was  much  the  same — gravel 
of  the  older  rocks,  and  clay.  The  preponderance 
of  echinoderms  and  sponges  was  again  remarkable, 
and  tlie  paucity  of  mollusca,  though  in  this  region 
we  took  a  single  specimen  of  a  mollusk  which 
heeraed  to  be  greatly  out  of  its  latitude.  This  was  a 
pretty  little  brachiopod,  Vlatydiaan  omioides,  Saucui 
{Morriaia,  Davidson),  hitherto  found  only  in  the 
Mediterranean.  The  size  of  this  specimen  greatly 
exceeded  that  of  Mediterranean  examples  of  tite 
same  species,  a  singular  circumstanci'  which   leads  | 
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our  friend  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  to  the  somewhat 
hazardous  presumption  that  "  its  original  home  is 
in  the  boreal,  perhaps  even  in  the  arctic  region." 

Two  Tery  peculiar  little  sponges  were  met  with  here 
rather  frequently  sticking  to  stones.  A  short  smoofli 
column,  ahout  20  mm.  in  hei£;ht,  is  surmounted  in 
one  species,  which  must  I  think  he  identified  with 
Thernphoro  scniiHuhin-iffs,  OsCAit  Schmidt,  by  a  soft 


pad  of  spongy  matter,  with  one  or  two  projecting 
tubes  with  oscula  in  the  centre.  Tiie  other,  wliicli  1 
sliall  call  'i'ltecophoni  ibla  (Fig.  2i),  from  its  resem- 
blance to  the  cirripede  of  that  name,  ends  in  a  scaly 
cone  with  a  single  osculum  in  the  middle.  The  outer 
wall  of  the  column  in  both  forms  is  firm  and  glossy, 
under  the  microscope  composed  of  closely-packed 
sheaves  of  needle-shaped  spicules  with  their  termi- 
nation l)lunt  and  slightly  bulbous.     The  sheaves  are 

I,  2 
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arranged  vertically,  and  this  peculiar  tissue  forms  a 
complete  sheath  surrounding  a  pulpy  mass  of  gra- 
nular horny  and  sarcodic  matter  which  fills  the 
interior.  In  this  inner  spongy  substance  sheaves  of 
similarly  shaped  spicules  are  likewise  arranged  ver- 
tically, hut  much  move  loosely;  and  the  projecting 
scales  forming  the  head  of  Thecophora  ilila  are  formed 
hy  the  projecting  ends  of  sueh  sheaves.  Among 
ei'hinoderms,  Ophiaeantha  ^inulota  was  one  of  the 


preraiUng  forms,  and  we  were  gnatfy  struck  tfitk 
the  briUiutcy  of  its  phosphorescence.  Some  of 
[  then  haob  wet«  taken  late  in  the  evening,  and  tte 
I  taacles  vere  sprinkled  orer  with  stars  of  the  aoA 
\  brillianl  aiantum  green ;  little  star&>  for  the  phos- 
I  phocesi.'«nS  U^c  was  much  moc«  nnd  in  the  jonn^er 
I  and  smaller  indiridoaU.  The  K^ht  was  not  constaa^ 
r  coaturaoa*  all  over  the  ^tar^  bnt  : 
i  oat  ft  tine  of  fire  all  round  the  disk.  I 
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or  one  might  rather  say  glowing,  up  to  the  centre; 
then  that  would  fade,  and  a  defined  patch,  a  centi- 
metre or  so  long,  break  out  in  the  middle  of  an  arm 
and  travel  slowly  out  to  the  point,  or  the  whole  five 
rays  would  light  up  at  the  ends  and  spread  the  fire 
inwards.  Very  young  OphiacantkcB,  only  lately  rid 
of  their  'plutei,'  shone  very  brightly.  It  is  difficult 
to  doubt  that  in  a  sea  swarming  with  predaceous 
crustaceans,  such  as  active  species  of  Dorynchua  and 
Munida  with  great  bright  eyes,  phosphorescence 
must  be  a  fatal  gift.  We  bad  another  gorgeous 
display  of  luminosity  during  this  cruise.  Coming 
down  the  Sound  of  Skye  from  Loch  Torridon, 
on  our  return,  we  dredged  in  about  100  fathoms, 
and  the  dredge  came  up  tangled  with  the  long 
pink  stems  of  the  singular  sea-pen  Pavonaria  qua- 
drangularis.  Every  one  of  these  was  embraced  and 
strangled  hy  the  twining  arms  of  Aateronyx  lovini, 
and  the  round  soft  bodies  of  the  star-fisbes  hung  from 
them  like  plump  ripe  fruit.  The  Pavonaria  were 
resplendent  with  a  pale  lilac  phosphorescence  like 
the  flame  of  cyanogen  gas;  not  scintillating  like  the 
green  light  of  Ophiacantha,  but  almost  constant,  some- 
times flashing  out  at  one  point  more  brightly  and 
then  dying  gradually  into  comparative  dimness,  but 
always  sufficiently  bright  to  make  every  portion  of  a 
stem  caught  in  the  tangles  or  sticking  to  the  ropes 
distinctly  visible.  From  the  number  of  specimens  of 
Pavonaria  brought  up  at  one  haul  we  bad  evidently 
passed  over  a  forest  of  them.  The  stems  were  a  metre 
long,  fringed  with  hundreds  of  polyps. 

Ophiocten  aericeum,  Forbes,  and  Ophioacolex  pur- 
purea,  1).  and  K.,  were  likewise  very  common,  and 
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in  sand  patches,  Ophioglypha  saraii,  LtJTKEN'.  The 
most  abundant  asterid  was  Anlerojieclen  teuuispi- 
nns,  always  a  marked  object  from  its  bright  red 
colour— with  here  and  there  an  exam^ile  of  Arckaster 
andromeda  and  Pteraater  militavis.  Every  haul 
brought  U]>  several  specimens  of  the  so  called  large 


form  of  Echinus  norvegicus,  here  of  a  pale  colour, 
somewhat  conical,  and  looking  suspiciously  like 
small  forms  of  E.  Jtemuigii. 

Along  with  one  or  two  specimens  of  Archmter 
andrmneda,  we  took  at  Station  76  an  exceedingly 
beautiful  Archaster  (Fig.  25),  certainly  by  far  the 
finest  species  yet  dredged  in  the  Northern  Seas. 

The  arms  arc  flattened,  somewhat  st|aare  in  section 
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owing  to  the  position  and  size  of  the  margina]  plates, 
which  run  up  nearly  vertically  from  the  side  of  the 
unusually  wide  ambulacral  groove  till  they  meet  the 
edge  of  the  perisom  of  the  dorsal  surface.  The  mar- 
ginal plates  are  tliickly  covered  with  rounded  scales 
and  bear  three  rows,  of  spines — one  at  the  upper  edge 
(and  this  series  in  combination  form  a  fringe  round 
the  dorsal  surface  of  the  star-fish),  one  near  the  centre, 
and  one  a  little  farther  down  towards  the  ventral 
edge.  The  ambulacral  groove  is  bordered  by  ob- 
liquely placed  combs  of  spines,  short  towards  the 
apex  and  centre  of  the  arm,  but  becoming  longer 
towards  its  base,  and  forming  at  the  re-entering 
angles  between  the  ambulacral  grooves  large  sin- 
gularly beautiful  pads ;  each  plate  bearing  a  double 
row  of  spines,  and  each  spine  having  a  second  short 
spine  or  scale  on  the  end,  an  arrangement  which 
adds  greatly  to  the  richness  of  the  bordering.  The 
inner  spine  of  each  comb  on  the  side  of  the  ambu- 
lacral groove  is  longer  than  the  others,  and  bears 
on  the  end  a  little  oblong  calcareous  plate  usually 
hanging  from  it  somewhat  obliquely  like  a  flag, 
with  sometimes  a  rudiment  of  a  second  attached  to 
it  in  a  gelatinous  sheath,  which  makes  it  pro- 
bable that  it  is  an  abortive  pedicellaria.  From 
this  character,  which  is  one  which  cannot  escape 
observation,  I  have  called  the  species  *  vexill\fer' 
I  know  no  star-fish  in  which  the  ambulacral  grooves 
are  so  wide  and  the  ambulacral  tubes  so  large  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  animal  as  in  this  species. 
The  dorsal  perisom  is  closely  covered  with  rosette-like 
paxillte.  The  colour  is  a  pale  rose,  with  a  tinge  of 
buff.    The  ambulacral  tubes,  which  when  the  animal 
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is  living  present  a  very  marked  feature  from  their 
great  size,  are  semi-transparent  and  of  a  pale  pink 
colour. 

We  now  took  a  run  once  more  to  the  southward, 
recrossing  the  boundary  of  the  cold  stream,  and 
sounding  successively  in  290  fathoms,  with  a  bottom 
temperature  of  5'3  C,  and  in  70  fathoms,  with  a 
temperature  of  O"-!,  practically  the  same  result  ns 
in  the  former  case ;  and  in  the  next  four  Stations, 
80,  81,  62,  and  83,  we  repeated  the  operation  in- 
versely, sounding  in  92  fathoms,  with  a  tempera- 
ture of  9°-7  C;  in  li2,  with  Q'-Q;  in  312,  with  5'-2; 
and  in  3G2,  with  3°-0. 

After  a  run  of  about  sixty  miles  in  a  south-easterly 
direction  nearly  parallel  with  the  100-fathom  line,  on 
the  morning  of  Saturday  the  ■Ith  of  September  we 
sounded  in  lat.  59°  3Jf'  N.,  long.  0°  3i'  W.,  with  a 
depth  of  155  fathoms  and  a  temperature  of  9'''5  C.  ' 
Two  other  Stations  after  running  distances  of  six 
and  eight  miles  only  took  us  once  more  over  the 
edge  of  the  bank  and  into  tlie  cold  river,  the  first 
giving  a  depth  of  190  fathoms,  with  a  temperature 
of  9°"3,  and  the  second  445  fathoms,  and  -  1°0. 

As  we  were  satisfied  for  the  present  with  our  work 
in  the  cold  area,  and  as  the  next  day  was  the  day  of 
rest,  we  steamed  quietly  westwards  for  about  100 
miles,  past  the  Butt  of  the  Lews  and  beyond  the 
entrance  of  the  channel  to  Station  87,  lat.  59"  35'  N., 
long.  i°  11'  W.,  a  point  nearly  in  tlie  middle  line  of 
the  deep  water  of  the  channel,  and  consequently  in 
the  axis  of  the  cold  stream,  the  line  in  which  tho 
peculiarities  of  the  cold  area  are  most  pronounced. 
Here  a  sounding  gave  us  a  depth  of  767  fathoms  and 
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a  bottom  temperature  of  6°-2  C.  We  were  thus  in 
the  warm  area,  and  the  dead-cold  water  of  t)te  cold 
area  lying  fifty  or  sixty  miles  off,  with  the  bottom 
at  a  higher  level,  was  completely  banked  in.  The 
bottom  temperature  here  corresponded  so  closely 
with  that  of  the  same  depth  in  the  Rockall  Channel 
that  apparently  scarcely  a  drop  of  the  Arctic  in- 


draught makes  its  escape  in  this  direction.  The 
dredge  here  brought  up  half  a  ton  of  Atlantic 
'globigerina  ooze,'  a  load  which  tested  its  tackle 
and  the  donkey-engine  to  the  utmost.  The  weight 
of  the  dredge  itself  with  the  weight  attached  was 
8  cwt.,  so  that  altogether  the  burden  reached  not 


154 


TRS  DRPTIIS  OF  THE  SBA. 


[" 


far  short  of  a  ton,  and  the  distance  it  had  to  he 
(Irnj^ged  through  the  water  was  not  much  less  than 
a  mile.  As  was  frequently  the  case  when  these 
great  loads  came  up,  there  were  few  of  the  higher 
animal  forms  in  the  dredge.  The  tangles  brought 
u|>,  however,  two  or  three  specimens  of  a  rery  hand- 
some star-fish,  the  type  of  a  new  genus. 

Zoroaefer  fnlffeits  (Fig.  26)  is  a  five-rayed  star-fish, 
250  mm.  from  tip  to  tip  of  the  arms,  which  run  close 
up  to  the  centre  leaving  a  small  disk  not  more  than 
20  nun,  in  diameter.  There  are  four  rows  of  sucking 
feet  in  the  amhulacral  grooves,  a  character  which 
places  the  genus  in  the  first  division  of  the  Asterida, 
along  with  Atleracanthion.  The  arms  are  compressed 
laterally,  and  run  up  to  a  central  longitudinal  ridge, 
which  bears  a  row  of  large  pointed  spines  articulated 
to  a  nnr  of  projecting  knob-like  ossicles.  From  this 
ridge  bands  of  ossicles  curve  downwards  to  the  edge 
of  the  ambolacral  groove  so  close  together  and  so 
tludc  and  solid  that  the  arms  are  continuously  and 
i  StroB^ly  mailed  over.  The  disk  is  pared  with  large 
ous  tubercles  with  articulated  spines ;  the  tuber- 
9  and  spines  becoming  larger  towards  the  centre  of 
the  disk.  The  whole  surface  of  the  body  is  covered 
vith  long  fine  spines,  with  here  and  there  a  group 
l^of  podiccUariie  on  short  soft  stalks  attached  to  the 
E  of  ^lecial  spines,  while  a  row  of  such  spines 
;  large  groups  of  pedicellariat  runs  along  the 
t  of  the  ambulactal  grooves.  'When  living,  the 
sorftoe  of  the  yniwml  is  covered  with  n 
r  of  glaiiy  mucus.  The  colour  of  the  pcrisom 
I  a  ugnifierat  yellow  scarlet,  bat  it  is  very  evan- 
itunediatcly    tu    spirit.      Tliis    is   a 
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distinct,  aa  well  as  a  rery  Btrikiug  form.  We  only 
met  with  it  on  this  occasion.  The  skeleton  of  this 
star-fish  at  first  sight  closely  resembles  that  of  some 
species  of  Ophidiaster,  for  instance  0.  aeperulits, 
LuTKBN.  It  is  at  once  distinguished,  however,  by  the 
fundamental  character  of  the  quadruple  row  of  ambu- 
lacral  suckers;  and  the  texture  of  the  surface  of 
the  star-fish  is  utterly  different.  The  arrangement 
of  the  ossicles  of  the  frame- work  is  perhaps  nearest 
to  that  in  Arthraater  dizoniy  Forbes,  from  the  lower 
chalk  of  Balcombe  pit  near  Amberley,  Sussex ;  but 
the  only  specimen  of  that  species,  now  in  the  British 
Museum,  unfortunately  does  not  show  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  plates  in  the  ambulacral  grooves. 

As  our  coals  were  beginning  to  run  short,  and 
what  remained  were  blowing  o£F  fast — steaming 
against  rather  a  strong  head  wind — ^we  thought  it 
prudent  to  retrace  our  steps  slowly  towards  Stomo- 
way,  dredging  on  our  way.  Accordingly,  in  the 
afternoon,  we  took  a  haul  in  lat.  69°  26'  N.,  long. 
8°  23'  W.,  with  a  depth  of  705  fathoms,  and  a 
temperature  of  5°'9  C.  Coptinuing  our  easterly 
course  during  the  night,  but  heading  slightly  north- 
wards so  as  to  come  upon  the  ground  where  we 
had  been  previously  so  successful  in  dredging  the 
singular  anchoring  sponges,  we  dredged  in  the 
morning  in  lat.  59°  38'  N.,  long.  7°  46'  W.,  with  a 
depth  of  445  fathoms  and  a  temperature  of  7°*6  C. 
This  haul  was  not  very  rich,  but  it  yielded  one  speci- 
men of  extraordinary  beauty  and  interest.  As  the 
dredge  was  coming  in  we  got  a  glimpse  from  time 
to  time  of  a  large  scarlet  urchin  in  the  bag.  We 
thought  it  was   one  of   the  highly -coloured  forms 
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of  Echinus  Jlern'mgii  of  unusual  size,  and  as  it  was 
blowing  fresh  and  there  was  some  little  difficulty  in 
getting  the  dredge  capsized,  we  gave  little  heed  to 
what  seemed  to  be  an  inevitable  necessity — that  it 
should  be  crushed  to  pieces.  We  were  somewhat 
surprised,  therefore,  when  it  rolled  out  of  the  bag 
uninjured;  and  our  surprise  increased,  and  was  cer- 


tainly in  my  case  mingled  with  a  certain  amount  of 
nervousness,  when  it  settled  down  quietly  in  the  fonn 
of  a  round  red  cake,  and  began  to  pant — a  line  of 
conduct.,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  very  unusual  in  its 
rigid  undemonstrative  order.  Yet  there  it  M'as  with 
nil  tlie  ordinary  characters  of  a  sea-urchin,  its  infer- 
ambnlacral  areas,  and  its  ambulacral  areas  with  their 
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rows  of  tube  feet,  its  spines,  and  five  sharp  lilue  teeth  ; 
and  curious  undulations  were  passing  through  its 
perfectly  flexible  leatlier-like  test.  I  had  to  summon 
up  some  resolution  before  taking  tlie  weird  little 
monster  in  my  hand,  and  congratulating  myself  on 
the  most  interesting  addition  to  my  favourite  family 
which  had  been  made  for  many  a  day. 

Cah-eria  hyalrix — for  I  have  named  this  genus  and 
species  after  our  excellent  Commander  and  his  tidy 


little  vessel,  in  grateful  commemoration  of  the  plea- 
sant tiine.s  we  had  together— is  circular  and  depressed, 
rather  more  than  120  mm.  in  diameter,  and  about 
25  mm.  high  (Fig.  28).  Both  interambulacral  and 
ambulacral  areas  are  wide.  The  peristome  and  the 
periproct  are  unusually  large ;  the  former  covered  with 
calcareous  scale-like  plates,  perforated  up  to  the  rim  of 
the  mouth  for  the  passage  of  ambulacral  tube-feet,  as 
in  Cidaris ;  the  latter  with  a  large  madreporic  tubercle 
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and  five  largo  round  openings  in  the  ovarial  plates 
in  the  centre  of  which  open  the  wide  ducts  from  the 
ovaries.  The  jaw  pyramid,  'Aristotle's  lantern,'  is 
large  and  strong,  and  formed  on  the  plan  of  the  Dia- 
dematida;,  and  the  teeth  are  large  and  simply  chan- 
nelled. The  point  of  structure,  however,  in  which 
Cakeria  differs  from  all  previously  described  recent 
urchins  is  the  arrangement  of  the  ambulacra!  and 
interambulacral  plates.  These,  instead  of  meeting 
edge  to  edge  and  abutting  against  one  another  so  as 
to  form  a  continuous  rigid  shell  as  in  most  other 
echinids,  overlap  one  another;  the  plates  of  the  inter- 
ambulacral arose  from  the  apical  pole  towards  the 
mouth,  those  of  the  ambulaeral  area;  from  the  mouth 
towards  the  apical  disk  (Fig.  28).  In  Calveria,  the 
outer  portions  of  the  interambulacral  plates  leave 
spaces  between  them  which  are  filled  up  with  mem- 
brane, and  tlie  inner  ends  of  the  plates  form  large  wide 
expansions,  which  overlap  greatly.  The  ambulaeral 
pairs  of  pores  are  singularly  arranged :  they  are  in 
ares  of  three,  but  two  of  the  pairs  of  each  arc  penetrate 
small  special  accessory  plates,  while  the  third  pair 
penetrates  the  ambulaeral  plate  near  the  end.  The 
outer  ends  of  the  interambulacral  plates  overlap  the 
outer  ends  of  the  ambulaeral  plates,  so  that  the 
ambulaeral  arese  are  essentially  within  the  interambu- 
lacral. The  interambulacral  plates  bear  each  close  to 
the  outer  end  where  they  overlap  the  ambulaeral 
plates,  a  large  primary  tubercle;  and  two  imperfect 
rows  of  primary  tubercles  bearing  long  spines  are 
ranged  in  the  middle  of  the  amhulncral  arere ;  the 
remainder  of  the  surface  of  the  plates  is  tliickly 
studded  with  sscondary  tubercles  and  miliarj-  grains. 
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The  spines  are  very  delicate  and  hollow,  with  pro- 
jecting proceBses  arranged  in  an  imperfect  spiral ;  and 
resemble  somewhat  the  small  spines  of  the  Diade- 
matidfe.   The  colour  of  the  test  is  a  rich  crimson  with 
a  dash  of  purple,  and  it  is  very  permanent ;  the  only 
perfect  specimen  procured  which  is 
preserved  in   spirit    has  not  lost 
colour  greatly  to  the  present  time. 
In   the  summer  of    1870,   Mr. 
Gwyn  Jeffreys,   dredging  on   the  j 
coast  of  Portugal,  took  two  nearly 
perfect  specimens  and  several  frag- 
ments of  another  species   of  the 
genus    Calveria;    and   subsequent 
careful  examination  of  fragments 
and  dibris  has    shown  that   this 
second  species,  C.feneatrata,  occurs 
likewise  in  the  deep  water  off  the 
coast  of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  The 
interambulacral    plates    are    nar- 
rower, and  leave  larger  membra- 
nous spaces  between  them,  and  tlie 
great  key-like  overlapping  expan- 
sions in  the  middle  line  are  much 
larger.     The  spines  have  the  same 
form  and  are  arranged  nearly  in 
the   same  way ;    but    parallel    to 
the    outer    row    of    large    spines 
on    each    interambulacral    space    there    is    a    row 
of  four  or  five  or    more  pedicellarise,   of  quite  a 
peculiar  type.    The  head  of  the  pedicellaria,  which 
is  supported  on  a  long  stalk,  consists  of  four  valves 
(Fig.  29),  the  wide  terminal  portion  of  each  forming 
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a  beautiful  double  fenestrated  frame,  with  a  peculiar 
twist  in  it  reminding  one  of  a  Campylodiscim,  and  a 
very  elegant  crenated  border.  These  disks  are  raised 
on  delicate  hollow  pedicels,  which  expand  beneath, 
at  their  point  of  attachment  to  the  common  stalk. 
A  large  mass  of  muscle  envelopes  the  lower  part  of 
the  group  of  pedicels,  and  doubtless  determines  the 
movement  of  the  valves  in  reference  to  one  another. 

it  is  diffieult  to  see  what  relation  in  position  the 
valves  can  occupy  when  the  instrument,  whatever 
may  be  its  use,  is  closed. 

We  now  steamed  onwards  to  the  south-east  for 
about  ten  miles,  and  put  down  our  dredge,  fully 
equipped  with  '  hempen  tangles'  and  every  accessory 
device  for  entrapping  the  denizens  of  the  deep,  exactly, 
as  our  Commander  assured  us,  over  the  spot  where  we 
had  dredged  the  Uoltenuv  early  in  the  cruise.  "We 
got  there  in  the  evening,  and  adopted  a  plan  which 
we  had  tried  successfully  once  or  twice  before;  we 
allowed  the  dredge  to  remain  down  all  night,  moving 
along  with  the  drift  of  the  vessel,  and  hauled  it  up 
in  the  early  morning.  I  do  not  believe  human 
dredger  ever  got  such  a  haul.  The  special  inliabil- 
ants  of  that  particular  region  ^vitreous  sponges  and 
echinoderms — had  taken  quite  kindly  to  the  tangles, 
warping  themselves  into  them  and  sticking  through 
them  and  over  them,  till  the  mass  ivas  such  that  we 
could  scarcely  got  it  on  board.  Dozens  of  great  Jlot- 
tduiip,  like 

"Wrinkled  heads  and  aged, 
With  eilvoT  tward  and  hair," 

a  dozen  of  the  best  of  them  breaking  off  just  at 
that   critical    point    where    everything    doubles    its 
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weight  by  being  lifted  out  of  tbe  water,  and  sink- 
ing slowly  away  back  again  to  our  inexpressible 
anguisb ;  glossy  whisps  of  Ilyalonema  spicules  ;  a 
bushel  of  the  pretty  little  mushroom-like  Tisiphotiia; 
a  fiery  constellation  of  the  scarlet  Astropecten  ienuts- 
pinus ;  while  a  whole  tangle  was  ensanguined  by  the 
'  disjecta  membra '  of  a  splendid  BrUinga. 

There  was  not  much  in  the  dredge-bag  that  was 
new.  Some  large  MunidcE,  with  their  '  spheery  eyne ; ' 
some  fine  specimens  of  Kopkobelemnon  mulleri;  an 
example  of  tbe  Euryalid,  Aateronyx  loveni,  nearly 
the  only  Scandinavian  echinoderm  which  we  had  not 
previously  taken  ;  and  an  injured  specimen  of  a 
flexible  urchin,  which  we  supposed  to  be  of  the  same 
species  as  that  procured  the  day  before,  although  it 
difiered  greatly  in  colour,  being  of  a  uniform  pale 
grey.  Upon  further  examination,  however,  it  proved 
to  be  the  type  of  a  totally  difi'erent  generic  group  of 
tbe  same  family. 

Phoitnosoma  placenta  rescmhles  Calveria  in  having 
ihe  perisom  flexible,  tbe  plates  overlapping  in  tbe 
same  way  and  in  the  same  directions;  but  the  plates 
overlap  one  another  only  slightly,  and  they  leave  no 
membranous  spaces  between,  so  that  they  form  a 
continuous  shell.  The  great  peculiarity  of  this  form 
is  that  the  upper  surface  is  quite  different  from  the 
lower.  Above,  the  ambulacral  and  interambulacral 
arese  are  well  defined  and  in  ordinary  proportion, 
the  interambulacral  arese  being  just  twice  as  wide 
as  the  ambulacral,  and  the  spines  are  much  like 
those  of  Calveria,  and  are  arranged  nearly  in  the 
same  manner.  At  the  periphery  the  shell  comes  to 
a  kind  of  ridge,  and  alters  entirely ;  from  the  edge 
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to  the  mouth  the  distinction  hetween  ambulacral 
aud  iuterambiilacral  area?  is  apparently  lost,  and 
the  sutures  between  the  plates  can  scarcely  be  made 
out ;  the  pore  area?  are  reduced  to  mere  lines  of 
double  pores,  and  the  wliole  of  tlie  surface  of  the 
shell  is  studded  over  uniformly  «*ith  the  very  lar^e 
areola?  of  primary  tubercles,  bearing  spines  which 
are  small  and  delicate  and  apparently  quite  out  of 
proportion  to  the  mass  of  muscle  connected  with 
Ihcm  which  fills  the  areola).  As  in  Caherin,  the 
tubercles  arc  perforated. 

We  have  thus  become  acquainted  with  three  mem- 
bers of  a  family  of  urchins  which,  while  diiFering 
in  a  most  marked  way  from  all  other  known  living 
groups,  bear  a  certain  relation  to  some  of  these,  and 
easily  fall  into  their  place  in  urchin  classification. 
They  are  'regular  echinids,'  and  have  the  normal 
number  and  arrangement  nf  the  principal  parts. 
They  resemble  tlie  CidaridiE  in  the  continuation  of 
the  lines  of  ambulacral  pores  over  the  scaly  membrane 
of  the  peristome  to  the  mouth,  and  they  approach 
the  Diadematidie  in  their  hollow  spines,  in  the  form 
of  their  small  pedicellariai,  and  in  the  general  structure 
of  the  jaw  pyramid.  From  both  of  these  families  they 
differ  in  the  imbricated  arrangement  of  the  plates  and 
in  the  structure  of  the  pore  area*,  to  the  widest  extent 
coftipatible  with  belonging  to  the  same  sub-order. 

Many  years  ago  Mr.  "Wickham  Tlowcr  of  Park 
Hill,  Croydon,  procured  a  very  curious  fossil  from 
the  upper  chalk  of  Iligham  near  Rochester.  It  con- 
sisted of  a  number  of  series  of  imbricated  plates 
radiating  from  a  centre,  and  \\  hilo  certain  sets  of  these 
plates  ViVYC  perforated  with  the  characteristic  double  i 
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pores  of  the  urchins,  these  were  absent  id  alternate 
series.  Some  points  about  this  fossil,  particularly 
the  imbricated  arrangement  of  the  plates  over  portions 
indicating  a  circle  at  least  four  inches  in  diameter, 
caused  great  difficulty  in  referring  it  to  its  place. 
Edward  Forbes  examined  it,  but  would  not  hazard 
an  opinion.  The  general  impression  was  that  it  must 
be  the  scaly  peristome  of  some  large  urchin,  possibly 
of  a  large  Cyphoioma,  a  genus  abundant  in  the  same 
bed.  Some  years  after  the  discovery  of  the  first 
specimen,  a  second  was  obtained  by  the  Rev.  Norman 
Glass,  from  Charlton  in  Kent.  Tliis  specimen  ap- 
peared at  first  to  solve  the  difficulty,  for  it  contained 
inthe  centre  a  well-developed  '  lantern  of  Aristotle ; ' 
there  then  was  the  peristome  of  the  urchin,  of  which 
Mr.  Flower's  specimen  was  the  periproct.  The  late 
Dr.  S.  P.  Woodward  examined  the  two  specimens 
carefully,  and  found  that  the  question  was  not  so 
easily  settled.  He  detected  the  curious  reversal  of 
the  imbrication  of  the  plates  in  the  ambulacral  and 
interambulacral  area;  which  I  have  described  in 
Calveria,  and  at  one  point  he  traced  the  plates 'over 
the  edge  of  the  specimen,  and  found  that  they  were 
repeated  inverted  on  the  other  side.  With  great 
patience  and  great  sagacity  he  worked  the  thing  out, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  dealing 
with  the  representative  of  a  lost  family  of  regular 
echinids. 

Woodward  names  bis  new  genus  Echinothnria,  and 
describes  the  chalk  species,  E.  Jloria,  almost  as  fully 
and  accurately  as  we  could  describe  it  now  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  its  relations — for  Echinothnria  is 
closely  related  to  Calveria  and  Phonnosoma.     In  all 
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essfiutial  family  cliaracters  they  agroc.  Tlie  plates 
imbricate  in  tlie  same  directions  and  on  the  same 
plan,  and  the  structure  of  the  ambulacral  area?, 
which  is  so  special  and  characteristic,  is  the  same. 
Echinothur'm  differs  from  Caherta  in  tho  wider  inter- 
ambulacral  and  ambulacral  plates,  in  the  smaller 
amount  of  overlapping,  and  in  the  absence  of  mem- 
branous intervals;  and  from  Fhormosomn  it  differs 
in  having  the  structure  and  ornament  of  the  apical 
and  oral  surfaces  of  the  tost  the  same. 

As  the  genus  Echinothuria  was  the  first  described, 
1  have  felt  justified  in  naming  the  family  the  Echino- 
thuridie.  I  have  done  this  with  the  greater  pleasure, 
as  it  brings  into  prominence  a  term  suggested  by 
my  late  friend  Dr.  "Woodward,  whose  early  death 
was  a  serious  loss  to  science.  In  Dr.  Woodward's 
memoir,  the  following  curious  paragraph  occurs : — 

"  After  this  apparently  conclusive  demonstration, 
it  appears  desirable  to  give  a  name  to  lliis  fossil  and 
to  attempt  a  short  description,  although  its  rank  and 
affinities  are  still  a  matter  of  conjecture.  At  present 
it  is  "one  of  those  anomalous  organisms  which  Milne 
Edwards  compares  to  solitary  stars  belonging  to  no 
constellatiou  in  particular.  Tho  disciples  of  Von  Bacr 
may  regard  it  as  a  *  generalized  form '  of  echinoderm, 
coming,  however,  rather  late  in  the  geological  day. 
Tim  publication  of  it  should  be  acceptable  to  those 
who  base  their  hopes  on  the  '  imperfection  of  the 
geological  n^cord,'  as  it  seems  to  indicate  the 
former  existence  of  a  family  or  tribe,  whose  full 
hiKtory  must  ever  remain  unknown."  The  special 
bearings  of  the  discovery  of  Ihis  group,  and  of 
several   other  animal  forms   allied  to  chatk  fossils 
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living  aiiions;  the  recent  clmlk-raud  of  the  Atlantic 
sea-bed,  will  be  discussed  in  a  future  chapter. 

AV'hile  ive  were  examining  our  wonderful  dredge- 
load  the  little  '  Porcupine '  was  steaming  slowly 
southwards — past  the  island  of  Rona,  and  Cape  Wrath 
looking  out  into  tlie  north  cold  and  blue,  with  the 
waves  now  curled  up  asleep  at  its  feet,  as  if  they 
never  did  any  harm;  past  the  welcome  Butt  of  the 
Lews,  and  into  tiie  little  harbour  of  Stornoway.  Here 
we  remained  some  days ;  not  sorry — even  although 
our  cruise  had  been  thoroughly  pleasant — to  exchange 
the  somewhat  cramped  routine  of  life  in  a  gun-boat 
for  the  genial  hospitalities  of  Stornoway  Castle. 

The  fauna  of  the  '  warm  area '  is  under  circum- 
stances altogether  special  and  peculiar,  which  must 
be  discussed  in  full  hereafter.  While  the  cold  area 
is  sharply  restricted,  the  warm  area  extends  con- 
tinuously from  the  Faroes  to  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar. 
At  all  events  the  same  conditions  arc  continuous; 
but  as  will  be  explained  more  fully  hereafter,  the 
whole  600  or  700  fathoms  of  water  down  to  the 
bottom  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ficroe  Channel,  corre- 
sponds with  the  surface  layer  only  to  a  like  depth  in 
the  Rockall  Channel  or  in  the  Atlantic  basin.  The 
first  700  to  800  fathoms  in  all  cases  are  actually 
warm,  but  Avhere  the  depth  greatly  exceeds  BOO 
fathoms,  there  is  a  mass  of  cold  water  beneath  sink- 
ing slowly  to  nearly  the  freezing-point.  The  bottom 
therefore,  the  habitation  of  tlie  fauna,  is  only  warm 
where  the  depth  is  not  greater  than  800  fathoms, 
and  in  such  a  case  only  can  the  term  '  warm  area ' 
be  correctly  applied.  Such  arc  the  conditions  off 
Faferoe,   and   it   is  this  which    makes   the    contrast 
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betweca  the  warm  aud  cold  areas  so  marked  in  that 
region.  The  warm  area,  however,  even  as  thus  re- 
stricted, is  continuous  southwards  so  far  as  we  know 
indetinitcly  for  the  North  Atlantic,  occupying  the 
zone  of  depth  along  the  coast  from  say  300  to  800 
fathoms.  At  great  depths  everywhere  the  cUmatal 
conditions  approach  those  of  tlie  cold  area,  and  the 
actual  character  of  a  fauna — an  assemhlage  of  animals 
at  any  one  spot — must  depend  not  merely  upon  tem- 
perature but  upon  the  laws  regulating  the  distribu- 
tion of  deep-sea  animals;  a  subject  on  which  we  know 
as  yet  very  little. 

T!ie  bottom  in  the  cold  area  in  the  Faeroe  Channel 
is  rough  gravel.  That  in  the  warm  is  everywhere 
nearly  homogeneous  '  globigerina  ooze.'  This  cir- 
cumstance alone  is  sufficient  to  determine  a  marked 
difference  in  the  habits  of  the  animals  and  their 
mode  of  life. 

lleferring  then  to  the  foramiuifera,  the  dredge  came 
up  throughout  the  warm  area  full  of  Globigerhui  and 
Orhuliaa,  and  fine  calcareous  mud,  tiie  product  of 
their  disintegration.  Among  these  were  multitudes  of 
other  forms,  most  of  them  of  large  size.  I  ijuote  from 
Dr.  Carpenter.  Speaking  of  the  Uoltenia  ground,  he 
says  : — "  The  Foraminifera  obtained  on  this  aud  tlio 
neighbouring  parts  of  the  warm  area  presented  many 
features  of  great  interest.  As  already  stated,  several 
arenaceous  forms  (some  of  them  new)  were  extremely 
abundant;  but  in  addition  to  these  we  found  a  great 
abundance  of  Milioliiies  of  various  types,  many  of 
them  attaining  a  very  unusual  and  some  even 
an  unprecedented  size.  As  last  year,  we  found 
Comuspinti  resemltling  in   general  aspect  the  large 
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Opercutina  of  tropical  seas,  and  Biloculino!  and 
TriloculincB  far  exceeding  in  dimensions  the  littoral 
forms  of  British  shores;  and  with  these  were  asso- 
ciated Cristellarke  of  no  less  remarkable  size,  pre- 
senting every  gradation  from  an  almost  rectilineal 
to  the  nautiloid  form,  and  having  the  animal  body  in 
80  perfect  a  state  as  to  enable  it  to  be  completely 
isolated  by  the  solution  of  the  shell  in  dilute  acid." 

Sponges  were  extremely  abundant,  but  they  were 
restricted  to  only  a  small  number  of  species ;  all  of 
them  with  one  form  or  another  of  the  curious  an- 
choring habit.  Among  the  Hexactinellida^  HoUenia 
was  the  most  striking  and  the  most  abundant  form. 
Myalonema  was  also  common ;  but  we  got  few  per- 
fect specimens  with  the  sponge  and  glass-rope  in 
connection.  The  conical  sponge  heads  were  very 
numerous;  they  seemed  to  have  been  torn  off  by 
the  edge  of  the  dredge,  the  rope  remaining  in 
the  mud,  and  the  ropes  were  frequently  brought 
up  without  the  sponge.  Almost  all  the  ropes  were 
encrusted  with  the  constant  '  commensal '  of  lli/a- 
lonema,  Palytkoa  faiua.  Very  young  examples  of 
Hyalonema,  with  the  wliisp  from  5  mm.  to  20  mm. 
long,  had  usually  no  Pylathoa  on  them ;  but  when 
they  had  attained  above  the  latter  dimensions  in 
almost  every  case  one  could  see  the  first  polyp  of 
the  Palytkoa  making  its  appearance  as  a  small 
bud,  and  its  pink-encrusting  ccenosarc  spreading 
round  it.  By  far  the  most  common  sponge  in  the 
chalk-mud  is  the  pretty  little  hemispherical  corti- 
cate form  Tisiphonut  agaricifomiia.  This  species, 
though  differing  from  it  greatly  in  appearance  and 
habit,  seems  to  be  closely  allied  to  a  strong,  heavy 
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encrusting  sponge  which  we  met  with  frequently 
ptickiiig  to  stones  in  the  *  cohl  arc-a.'  The  form  of 
the  spicules  was  nearly  though  not  quite  the  saiin-, 
and  their  arrangement  was  very  similar.  It  appeared 
as  if  the  two  forms  placet!  in  intermediate  circum- 
stances might  have  approached  one  anotht'i-  very 
closely. 

In  the  warm  area,  as  in  the  cold  at  these  great 
depths,  there  is  a  singular  ahsence  of  Hydrozoa.  A 
few  species  of  Sertularia  and  Plumularia,  and  oue  or 
two  allied  forms  occurred,  and  they  are  now  iu  the 
skilful  hands  of  Br.  Allman  for  determination ;  hut 
their  small  number  and  insignificance  is  remarkahle. 

Neither  are  the  true  corals  represented  by  numer- 
ous species,  although  in  some  places  iudividuals 
are  enormously  abundant.  During  the  'Porcupine' 
cruises  of  1869  twelve  species  of  Madreporaria  were 
procured  which  have  been  determined  by  Professor 
Martin  Duncan.  None  of  these  belong  to  *  reef- 
building  '  genera,  but  to  a  group  which  are  recog- 
nized as  deep-sea  corals,  a  group  which  appears  to 
have  had  numerous  representatives  during  all  the  later 
geological  periods.  In  a  band  somewhat  restricted 
in  depth,  extending  downwards  from  the  100-fathom 
line,  we  mot  in  some  places  with  very  large  mmibers 
of  many  varieties  of  Cuiyophi/Uia  borealis,  Fleming 
(Pig.  4);  and  at  depths  of  300  to  600  fathoms  the 
bandsome  branching  Lophohelia  prolifern,  Pallas 
(Fig.  30),  forms  stony  copses  covering  the  bottom 
for  many  miles,  the  clefts  of  its  branches  affording 
fully  appreciated  shelter  to  multitudes  of  Arc<» 
Hudulosa,  Pnolm  squamatua,  OphiophoUe  aculeaiit, 
and  other  iudulcut  '  commensals.' 


•icL'i.-iisff  uf  Tim  'FuH'-upisa: 


Pive  species  of  Amphihel'tu  are  cited  by  Professor 
Martin  Duncan  from  tlie  '  Porcupine  '  expedition  : — 
A.  profunda,  Pourtales  ;  A.  oculata,  L.  sp. ;  A.  niio- 
cc/iica,  Seguenza  ;  A.  allanlica,  n.  sp.  ;  and  A.  ormita. 


I 
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n.  sp. ;  and  on  one  or  two  occasions,  chiefly  on  tlio 
verge  of  tlie  cold  area,  the  hempen  tangles  involved 
some  elegant  fragments  of  tlie  stony  coral  Allopora 
ocuUna,  Ehrenberg  (Fig.  31). 
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Although  many  of  the  eohitioderms  of  tho  coiti 
area  are  common  to  tlie  warm,  the  general  facies 
of  the  echinoderm  fauna  is  different,  and  tlicre  are 
a  number  of  additional  and  very  striking  forms. 

Citlaris  pap'illata,  Leske,  is  abundant  at  moderate 


depths.  On  our  second  visit  to  the  Hollenm  ground 
we  dredged  one  small  specimen  of  the  handsome 
urchin  already  described,  Porocidaris  pnrpitrata. 
A   tiny   hrilliant!v*eolourcd   urcliin   of    the   Echi»u« 
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Jlemingii  group,  but  diatiuguishod  from  E.  JteminyU 
by  characters  whicli  I  must  regard  as  of  specific 
value,  Etihimis  microstoma,  Wyville  Thomson,  was 
coinraon  and  of  large  size ;  aud  along  with  it  many 
very  beautiful  brightly-coloured  examples  of  the 
smallest  form  of  E.  norvegicna. 

The  tbree  species  of  the  Ecbinothuridffi,  Calverta 
hyatrix,  C.fctieatruta,  and  Phormosoma  phwenta  have 
as  yet  been  met  witli  in  this  region  only,  and  they 
seem  to  have  a  wide  distribution,  stretching  at  about 
the  same  depth  and  temperature  from  the  F*roe 
Islands  to  the  south  of  Spain.  I  hear  from  Pro- 
fessor Alexander  Agassiz  that  Count  Pourtales  has 
dredged  fragments  of  one  of  the  species  under  nearly 
similar  circumstances  in  the  Strait  of  Florida. 
Cribrella  sangmnolcnta  was  in  thousands,  of  all 
colours — scarlet,  bright  orange,  and  chocolate  brown. 
Several  examples  were  found  of  a  tine  Svyiasfcr, 
probably  identical  with  the  Asteriaa  canarienats  of 
D'Orbigny,  and  if  so  having  a  southern  distribu- 
tion. The  curious  little  Pftlicellualer  lypicua  of 
Sars  was  not  unfrequent ;  a  form  which  loaks  very 
much  like  the  young  of  something  else.  One  small 
specimen  of  Pleraatei-  militaria  came  up  from  the 
Soltenia  ground,  but  witb  the  exception  of  Astro- 
pccten  temtiapiiuis,  which  seemed  to  be  more  abun- 
dant than  ever,  the  characteristic  arctic  echino- 
derms  were  absent.  We  took  no  examples  here  of 
Toxopneusiea  drobachietisis,  Tripylna  fragilis,  Ar- 
chaster  andrmnedu,  Clenodisciia  cri^atus,  Aatropecten 
arcticua,  Euri/ale  linkii,  Ojihioscolex  glacialts,  or 
Antedon  cacrichtii.  It  is  very  likely  that  there  may 
bo  colonies  in  the  '  warm  area '  of  some  or  of  all  of 
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these— for  the  region  in  which  tliey  are  common 
under  very  different  climatal  conditions  is  within  a 
few  miles,  and  there  is  I'o  interveniiii'  barrier — hut 


ttiey  certainly  are  not  abundant.  Amphhira  abgiu 
aicotii,  S^iLS.  was  in  ^^veM.  numbers  stickini^  to  the 
sponges,  and  Ophincniilha  spinnlmn  was  nearly  us 
common  ns  in  the  cold  area. 


rH*p,  TV,]      Tin:  I'ni'isHs  of  the  •  I'liuvvtisi::  i  7;! 

We  took  one  or  two  small  examples  of  a  very  fine 
ophiurid,  of  whicii  larger  specimens  had  been  pre- 
viously found  at  about  the  same  depth  and  tem- 
perature during  the  second  cruise  of  the  same 
season  off  the  coast  of  Ireland.  This  form  probably 
ought  to  be  referred  to  Lyman's  i^enus  Oplnomtmn>ii, 


though  the  characters  of  the  genus  must  be  some- 
what altered  to  admit  it.  Ophlomusium  eburneum, 
Lyman,  of  which  several  specimens  were  taken  by 
Count  Pourtales  at  deptlis  of  from  270  to  335 
fathoms,  off  Sandy  Key,  is  distinguished  by  the 
great    solidity    and    complete    calcification    of    the 
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perisom.  The  plates  of  the  disk  are  soldered 
together,  so  as  to  form  a  close  mosaic  (ftvtrttoi.). 
The  mouth-papillic  are  fused  into  two  lines,  their 
number  being  only  indicated  by  grooves.  The 
lateral  arm-plates  are  united  together  above  and 
below,  the  upper  and  lower  arm-plates  are  reduced 
to  mere  rudiments,  and  there  are  no  tentacle  pores 
beyond  the  first  arm-joints. 


In  our  new  species,  which  I  name  provisionally 
Ophiomushim  lymani,  the  diameter  of  the  disk  is 
28  mm.,  and  the  length  of  each  arm  100  mm.  in 
large  specimens.  The  two  lateral  m-ui-plates,  fused 
together  above  and  below,  form  complete  rings,  their 
distal  edge  notched  on  caeh  side  for  the  insertion  of 
seven  arm  spines,  of  which  the  lowest  is  mueh  longer 
than  the  re.st.  Tlie  dorsal  arm-plates  are  small  and 
diamcind-sliapi'il,  let  in  between  the  lateral  arni- 
at    the    distal    end    of    their    upper    line    of 
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junction.  The  ventral  arm-plates  arc  entirely  absent. 
This  is  a  large  handsome  star-fisb.  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  fossil  form  which  can  he  referred  to  the  same 
genus ;  hut  it  looks  likf  a  thing  which  might  he 
expected  to  have  congeners  in  the  upper  chalk, 
llolothurida  were  not  frequent,  but  the  singular 
little  Eckinocncumis  (ypica  of  Sars,  covered  with 
spiny  plates,  turned  up  in   every  sifting. 


Crustacea  are  numerous  ;  hut  we  have  here  entirely 
lost  the  gigantic  Arctic  amphipods  and  isopods  of 
the  '  cold  area.'  A  pretty  little  stalk-eyed  form 
Doryiwhiis  Ihomgon't,  Nokman  (FJg.  31),  small  and 
delicate,  and  very  distinct  from  all  previously  de- 
scribed ii;])ccies  of  the  genus,  is  very  widely  diifused. 
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This  crab,  from  its  long  spiny  legs  and  light  body, 
very  often  comes  up  entangled  on  the  part  of  the  rope 
which  had  been  passing  over  the  ground.  Another 
handsome  new  species,  Ainalhia  cirpenieri,  Norman 
(Fig.  35),  was  common  in  the  sandy  ehalk-murt  of  the 
'  Hoi  tenia  ground.'  The  genus  had  jireviously  been 
familiar  as  a  Mediterranean  form. 

I  quote  from  a  preliminary  notice  of  the  Crus- 
tacea by  the  llev,  A.  Merle  Norman :  "  Ethu^a 
grnnulata  (sp.  n.),  the  same  species  as  that  found 
off  Valentin,  but  exhibiting  a  most  extraordinary 
modification  of  structure.  The  examples  taken  at 
110—370  fathoms  in  the  more  southern  habitat 
have  the  carapace  furnished  in  front  with  a  spi- 
nose  rostrum  of  considerable  length.  The  animal 
is  apparently  blind,  but  has  t»o  remarkable  spiny 
eye-stalks,  with  a  smooth  rounded  termination 
where  the  eye  itself  is  ordinarily  situated.  In  the 
specimens  however  from  the  north,  which  live  in 
542  and  705  fathoms,  the  eye-stalks  are  no  longer 
moveable.  They  have  become  firmly  fixed  in  their 
sockets,  and  their  character  is  quite  changed.  They 
are  of  much  larger  size,  approach  nearer  to  each 
other  at  tlieir  base,  and  instead  of  being  rounded 
at  their  apices  they  terminate  in  a  strong  rostrate 
point.  No  longer  used  as  eyes,  they  now  assume  the 
functions  of  a  rostrum;  wliile  the  true  rostrum  so 
conspicuous  in  tlie  soutliem  specimens  has,  marvellous 
to  state,  become  absorbed.  Had  tliere  been  onJy  a 
single  example  of  this  form  procured,  we  should  at 
onco  hare  concluded  that  we  had  found  a  raonstro.sity, 
but  there  is  no  room  for  such  an  hypothesis  by  which 
to  escape  from  Ibis  most  strange  instance  of  niodili- 
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cation  of  structure  under  altered  cooditious  of  life. 
Three  apeeimens  were  procured  on  two  different 
occasions,  and  they  are  in  all  respects  similar. 

Mollusca  are  much  more  abundant  and  varied 
in  the  warm  area  than  in  the  cold.  Mr.  Gwyii 
Jeffreys  remarks,  however,  that  there  is  not  such 
a  decided  difference  in  the  Molluscan  fauna  of  the 
two  regions  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
difference  in  their  conditions  ;  very  many  species 
being  common  to  both.  At  500  fathoms  the  sponges 
are  full  of  Pecten  viireus,  Chem.,  and  Columbella 
haliceti,  Jeffreys;  and  throughout  the  area  species 
occur  of  many  Molluscan  genera,  including  Lvtaa, 
Dacridium,  Nticula,  Leda,  Montacttta,Axinua,Aatarte, 
Tellina,  Necera,  Dentalium,  Cadulua,  Siphonoden- 
taliuin,  S-iaaoa,  Aclia,  Odoslomia,  Aporrhais,  Pleuro- 
toma,  Fuma,  and  Baccinuni. 

Taken  as  a  whole  the  fauna  of  the  warm  area  off 
the  north  of  Scotland  seems  to  be  an  extension  of 
a  fauna  with  which  we  are  as  yet  very  imperfectly 
acquainted,  occupying  what  we  must  now  call 
moderate  depths,  say  from  300  to  800  fathoms, 
along  coasts  which  are  bathed  by  currents  of  equa- 
torial water.  The  fauna  of  this  zone  is  evidently 
extremely  rich ;  and  as  it  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
ordinary  dredging  from  an  open  boat,  and  yet  not 
at  a  sufficient  depth  to  present  any  very  great  diffi- 
culty from  a  yacht  of  average  size,  its  exploration 
seems  to  present  just  the  combination  of  adventure 
and  novelty  to  stimulate  amateurs ;  so  we  may 
hope  shortly  to  have  its  conditions  and  distribution 
cleared  up.  A  most  successful  step  in  this  direction 
has  been  made  already  by  Mr.  Manhall  Hall,  who 
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with  his  yacht  '  Noma,'  and  with  the  aid  of  Mr. 
Baville  Kent,  has  thrown  a  good  deal  of  additional 
light  upon  the  zoology  of  the  *  warm  area '  off  the 
coast  of  Portugal. 

We  left  Stomoway  on  the  13th  of  September,  and 
in  the  afternoon  dredged  for  a  few  hours  in  Loch 
Torridon  without  much  result,  Late  in  the  evening, 
steaming  down  Raasay  Sound,  we  came  upon  the 
luminous  forest  of  Favonaria  to  which  I  have  already 
referred.  At  noon,  on  the  14th,  we  were  abreast  of 
the  Island  of  Mull,  and  on  ttie  loth  we  were  once 
more  moored  in  the  Ahercorn  Basin,  Belfast,  where 
we  took  leave  of  the  *  Porcupine '  and  our  highly- 
valued  friends  her  captain  and  officers ;  in  the  hope 
of  meeting  them  again  shortly,  and  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  the  success  of  our  summer's  Avork, 

On  the  21th  of  March,  1870,  a  letter  was  read  at 
the  council  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  from  Dr.  Car- 
penter, addressed  to  the  President,  suggesting  that  an 
exploration  of  the  deep  sea,  such  as  was  carried  out 
during  1808  and  1SG9  in  the  regions  to  the  nortli  and 
west  of  the  British  Islands,  should  now  he  extended 
to  the  south  of  Europe  and  the  Mediterranean,  and 
that  the  council  of  the  Royal  Society  should  recom- 
mend such  an  undertaking  to  the  favourahle  con- 
sideration of  the  Admiralty,  with  a  view  to  obtain 
the  assistance  of  Iler  Majesty's  Giovermnent,  as  on 
the  previous  occasions.  The  official  correspondence, 
with  reference  to  tlie  expedition  of  the  summer  of 
1870,  is  given  in  Appendix  A  to  the  present  chapter. 

It  was  intended,  as  on  the  previous  occasion,  to 
divide  this  yoar'.H  expedition  into  cruises;  and  again 
Mr.  Gw)Ti  Jcflreys  undertook  the  scientific  direction 
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of  thu  first  cruise,  at  a  time  wlien  both  Dr.  Carpenter 
and  I  were  occupied  with  our  ollicial  work.  A  young 
Swedish  naturalist,  Mr.  Joshua  Lindahl  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Lund,  accompanied  him  as  zoological 
assistant,  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Carpenter  took  charge  of 
the  chemical  department.  It  was  arranged  that  Mr. 
Jeffreys'  cruise  should  extend  from  Talmouth  to 
Gibraltar.  Dr.  Carpenter  and  I  were  to  have  re- 
lieved him  at  Gibraltar,  meeting  the  vessel  there,  and 
to  have  worked  toifether  as  we  did  the  year  before; 
but  I  was  unfortunately  laid  up  with  an  attack  of 
fever,  and  the  whole  charge  of  the  last  cruise  in  the 
Mediterranean  rested  with  Dr.  Carpenter.  Owing  to 
this  untoward  circumstance,  I  must  give  at  second- 
hand the  brief  account  of  the  first  part  of  the  work 
of  the  year  1870  wliich  is  necessary  to  comi)lete  the 
sketch  of  what  has  been  done  towards  the  illus- 
tration of  the  condition  and  fauna  of  the  North 
Atlantic.  In  the  Mediterranean  Dr.  Carpenter  found 
the  conditions  of  temperature  and  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  animal  life  entirely  exceptional,  as  might 
have  been  to  a  certain  extent  anticipated  from  the 
exceptional  circumstances  of  that  land-locked  sea. 
The  investigation  of  1S70  can  only  be  said  to  have 
broken  ground  towards  the  solution  of  a  series  of 
very  special  and  peculiar  problems ;  and  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  go  farther  at  present  than  to  indicate 
the  general  results  at  which  my  colleasue  has  arrived. 
The  *  Porcupine  '  left  Falmouth  on  the  4th  of  July, 
but  was  detained  in  the  Channel  for  several  days  by 
fogs  and  contrary  winds.  On  the  71h  of  July,  they 
reached  the  slope  from  the  plateau  of  the  Channel  to 
the  deep  water  of  the  Atlantic,  and  took  a  first  haul 
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in  567  fathoms.  Mr.  Jeffreys  reports  the  contents  of 
the  dredf^e  as  small  but  very  interesting.  Among 
the  mollusca  he  notes  Terebratnla  septata,  L'miopaia 
boreal!^,  Mela  tenella,  Verticordia  abysslcola.  Turbo 
Jilostis,  and  Ringicula  ventricoaa.  Turbo  filosua  and 
its  variety  T  glnbratiia  had  previously  been  known 
only  as  fossils  in  the  tertiaries  of  Calabria  and  Mes- 
sina, Tfii'ebraiula  septata,  Jjimopnia  borealis,  and 
Ilela  tenella  are  likewise  fossil  in  the  Pliocene  beds  of 
southern  Italy,  and  are  found  living  in  the  Scandi- 
navian seas.  Mr.  Norman  notes  among  the  crus- 
taceans new  species  of  AmpeUaca  and  of  six  other 
genera  ;  and  the  beautiful  scarlet  i'c/imHa  microatoiTia 
was  the  most  conspicuous  echinoderm. 

The  wind,  as  the  vessel  passed  over  the  slope  of  the 
Channel,  was  rather  too  light  For  successful  dredging : 
the  drift-way  was  scarcely  sufBcient  to  carry  the 
■  dredge  along.  The  tangles  were  most  valuable, 
coming  in  as  highly  effective  aids,  paHicularly  in 
securing  all  things  provided  with  anything  in  the 
form  of  spines  or  other  asperities. 

On  the  8th  the  first  haul  was  nearly  a  failure.  Other 
hauls  later  in  tlie  day,  at  090  and  500  fathoms,  gave 
important  results.  Rhynchonella  aicula,  Seguenza  ; 
Pleuroncctin,  sp.  n. ;  and  Acliwn,  sp.  n.,  occurred  : 
besides  the  usual  northern  species.  Mr.  Norman 
reports  as  to  No.  3 :  "  A  most  important  dredging, 
the  results  among  the  crustacea  being  more  valu- 
able than  all  the  rest  put  together — at  any  rate 
of  the  first  cruise.  It  contains  almost  all  of  the 
choicest  of  the  new  s])ecics  in  lasl  year's  expedi- 
tion, and  ibur  stalk-eyed  crustaceans  of  great  in- 
tereat,    three   of    which   arc   new,   and   the    fourth. 
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'  Geryon  tridena,  is  a  fine  Norwegian  species.  With 
these  are  associated  two  forms  of  a  more  aouthem 
character,  Inachua  dorsetteiiais  and  Ebalia  cranohii, 
which  I  should  not  have  expected  at  so  great  a 
depth."  The  echinoderms  were  a  very  northenj 
group.  They  included  Ctdaris  papiUata,  Echinus  nor- 
vegictts  and  E.  microstoma,  the  young  of  Briaaopaia 
lyrifera,  Aatropecten  arciioua,  Archaeter  andromeda, 
and  A.  pnrellii,  with  a  small  specimen  of  Ophio- 
muairtm  lymani,  several  examples  of  Ophiacontha 
apinuloaa,  and  as  usual  one  or  two  of  the  universally 
distributed  Echinocucumis  typica.  Dr.  Mcintosh,  to 
whom  the  annelids  were  referred,  notices  as  a  species 
supposed  to  be  specially  northern,  Thelepua  coro- 
natua.  Fab.  ;  and  Sollenia  carpenteri,  our  familiar 
anchoring  sponge,  of  all  sizes  and  ages  and  in  consider- 
able numbers,  was  entangled  in  the  hempen  '  swabs.' 
July  9th. — The  wind  still  too  light  for  effective 
work.  Dredged  in  717  and  358  fathoms,  the  assem- 
blage of  moUusca  having  the  usual  character  of  being 
to  a  great  extent  common  to  the  recent  fauna  of  the 
seas  of  Norway  and  to  the  pliocene  fauna  of  Sicily 
and  the  Mediterranean.  It  included  on  this  occasion 
Terebratella  apitzbergenaia,  an  arctic  and  Japanese 
form,  Pecten  viireua,  and  P.  aratua,  Leda  pemula, 
Trochua  auturalia,  Odoatomia  nitena,  and  Pleurotoma 
hiapidulum.  Among  the  echinoderms  was  a  fine 
specimen  of  Briainga  endecacnemoa,  Absjornsbn, 
very  markedly  different  from  B.  coronata,  which  was 
the  form  commonly  met  with  in  the  north.  The 
corals  were  represented  by  Amphihelia  oculata  and 
Desmophyllum  criata-galU.  Among  the  annelids  were 
Piata  criatata,  O.  F.  M£lleii,  and  Trvpkonia  gktuca^ 
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Maxmgren,  both  of  them  Arctic  species.  The  10th 
was  Sunday,  and  the  vessel  lay-to,  and  on  the  11th 
they  dredged,  stUl  on  the  slope  of  the  channel  plateau, 
with  nearly  the  same  result  as  before,  the  fauna 
maintaining  the  same  character. 

Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  was  now  anxious  to  get  a  haul 
or  two  in  the  very  deep  water  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  which  we  had  explored  successfully 
in  1869.  They  therefore  steamed  southwards,  going 
a  considerable  distance  without  dredging,  as  they 
were  afraid  of  coming  in  contact  with  the  cable 
between  Brest  and  North  America.  "When  they  got 
to  their  ground  unfortunately  bad  weather  set  in, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  make  for  Vigo.  On  Thiurs- 
day,  July  14th,  they  passed  Cape  Fiuisterrc,  and 
dredged  in  81  fathoms  about  9  miles  from  the 
Spanish  coast.  Along  with  a  number  of  familiar 
forms,  some  of  them  with  a  wide  northern  exten- 
sion, they  here  took  on  the  tangles  two  specimens, 
one  young  and  one  apparently  mature,  both  con- 
siderably injured,  of  the  singular  Eehinidean  already 
mentioned,  Calceria  fenestrata.  This  is  evidently 
not  a  rare  form,  nor  is  it  confined  to  very  deep  water  ; 
it  is  rather  remarkable  that  it  should  have  escaped 
notice  so  long.  On  the  15th,  they  sounded  in  from 
100  to  200  fathoms,  abimt  -10  miles  from  Vigo,  and 
on  the  10th  took  one  or  two  hauls  in  Vigo  Bay  at 
a  depth  of  20  fathoms.  This  locality  had  already 
beeu  well-nigh  exhausted  by  Mr.  McAndrew  in  1849, 
and  only  u  few  additions  were  made  to  his  list. 

They  left  Vigo  on  the  18th.      I  quote  from  Mr.  j 
Gwyn  Jell'reys  :— 

•  Wedmsday,  Juli/  20tk. — Dredged  nil  day  with  J 
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considerable  success  at  depths  from  380  to  994 
fathoms  (Stations  14-16) :  the  wind  and  sea  had  now 
gone  down ;  and  we  took  with  the  scoop-net  a  few 
living  specimens  of  Clio  cuspidata.  The  dredgings  in 
380  and  469  fathoms  yielded  among  the  moUusca 
Leda  lucida  {Norwegian  and  a  Sicilian  fossil),  Axinus 
eumyarius  (also  Norwegian),  Neara  obeaa  (Spitz- 
bei^n  to  the  west  of  Ireland),  Odostomia,  n.  sp.,  O. 
minuta  (Mediterranean),  and  Cerithium,  n.  sp. ;  and 
among  the  echinoderms  were  Briainga  endecacnemos 
and  Aeteronyx  lov&ni.  But  the  results  of  the  dredg- 
ing in  994  fathoms  were  so  extraordinary  as  to  excite 
our  utmost  astonishment.  It  heing  late  in  the  even- 
ing, the  contents  of  the  dredge  could  not  be  sifted 
and  examined  xmtil  daylight  the  next  morning.  We 
then  saw  a  marvellous  assemblage  of  shells,  mostly 
dead,  but  comprising  certain  species  which  we  had 
alvrays  considered  as  exclusively  northern,  and  others 
which  Mr.  Jeffreys  recognized  as  Sicilian  tertiary  fos- 
sils, while  nearly  40  per  cent,  of  the  entire  number 
of  species  were  undescrihed,  and  some  of  them  repre- 
sented new  genera.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of 
the  moUusca  perfect  and  fragmentary  taken  in  this 
one  haul :  — 
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The  northern  species  above  referred  to  are  34  in  num- 
ber, and  include  DacrkUum  vUreiim,  Nucvla  pumila, 
Leda  lucida,  L.  frigida,  T'erticordia  ahyssicola,  Netsra 
jugosa,  N.  obeaa,  Tecturafulvn,  Fissurisepta  papillosa, 
Torellia  vestita,  Pleurotmna  tnrricula,  Admete  viridula, 
Cylichna  alba,  Cglickna  ovala,  Jeffreys  n.  sp.,  BuUn 
contdiis,  S.  Wood  not  Desuayes  (Coralline  Crag), 
and  Scaphander  Ubrarius.  Leda  lucida,  Neara  jugosa, 
Tectura  fuha,  Fissunsepla  papillosa,  Torellm  vestita, 
as  well  as  several  other  known  species  in  this  dredging, 
are  also  fossil  in  Sicily.  Nearly  all  these  shells,  as 
well  as  a  few  small  echinoderms,  corals,  and  other 
organisms,  had  evidently  been  transported  by  some 
current  to  the  spot  where  they  were  found ;  and  they 
must  have  formed  a  thick  deposit  similar  to  those  of 
which  many  tertiary  fossiliferous  strata  are  composed. 
It  seemed  probable  also  that  the  deposit  was  partly 
caused  by  tidal  action,  because  a  fragment  of  Jlelam- 
pm  myosolis  (a  littoral  pulmonibranch)  was  mixed 
with  dcep*water  and  oceanic  Pectinibranchiates  and 
Lamellibrauohiates.  None  of  the  shells  were  Miocene 
or  of  an  older  period. 

"  This  remarkable  collection,  of  which  not  mueb 
more  than  one-half  is  known  to  conch ologists,  not- 
withstanding their  assiduous  labours,  teaches  us  how 
mucli  remains  to  be  done  before  we  can  assume  that 
tlie  record  of  Marine  Zoology  is  complete.  Let  us 
compare  the  vast  expanse  of  the  sea-bed  in  the  North 
Atlantic  with  that  small  fringe  of  the  coast  on  Itoth 
sides  of  it  which  has  yet  been  partially  explored,  and 
consider  with  reference  to  the  dredging  last  men- 
tioned what  are  the  prospects  of  our  ever  becoming 
acquainted   witli   »11   the  iuliHliilant!!    of    tlio   d(M>p 
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throughout  the  globe  !  We  believe,  however,  that  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  newer  Tertiaries  would 
materially  assist  us  in  the  inquiry ;  and  such  exami- 
nation is  feasible  and  comparatively  easy.  Much 
good  work  has  been  done  in  this  line ;  but  although 
the  researches  of  Brocchi,  Bivona,  Cantraine,  Phi- 
lippi,  Calcara,  Costa,  Aradas,  Brugnone,  Seguenza, 
and  other  able  palseontologists  in  the  south  of  Italy 
have  extended  over  more  than  half  a  century,  and 
are  still  energetically  prosecuted,  many  species  of 
molluscous  shells  are  continually  being  discovered 
there,  and  have  never  been  published.  Besides  the 
MoUusca  in  this  dredging  from  994  fathoms,  Pro- 
fessor Duncan  informs  us  that  there  are  two  new 
genera  of  corals,  and  Flabellum  distinctum,  which  last 
he  regards  as  identical  with  one  from  North  Japan. 
It  coincides  with  the  discovery  on  the  Lusitanian 
coasts  of  two  Japanese  species  of  a  curious  genus  of 
MoUusca,  Verticordia,  both  of  which  are  fossil  in 
Sicily  and  one  of  them  in  the  Coralline  Crag  of 
Suffolk." 

In  the  same  dredging  there  are  a  number  of  very 
singular  undescribed  sponges,  many  of  them  recalling 
some  of  the  most  marked  characters  of  one  of  the 
sections  of  Ventriculates.  These  will  be  referred  to 
in  a  future  chapter. 

On  Thursday,  the  2l8t  of  July,  dredging  was 
carried  on  all  day  at  depths  from  600  to  1095  fathoms, 
lat.  39°  42'  N.,  long.  9°  43'  W.,  with  a  bottom  tempera- 
ture at  1096  fathoms  of  4°-3C.  and  at  740  fathoms 
of  9°-4  C.  The  dredging  was  most  successful ;  many 
of  the  new  and  peculiar  moUusca  of  the  last  dredging 
were  taken  here  alive,  with  several  additional  forms. 
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Several  undescribed  crustaceans  were  added; — a  new 
species  of  the  genus  Ccenocyathus  among  the  corals, 
and  a  species  of  an  unknown  genus  allied  to  Bathy- 
cyathus.  Brisinga  eiidecaciienws  and  some  new  ophi- 
urids  were  part  of  the  treasures,  but  the  greatest 
prize  was  a  splendid  Bentacnims  about  a  foot  long,  of 
which  several  specimens  came  up  attached  to  the  tan- 
gles. Tins  northern  Sea-lily,  on  which  my  friend  Mr. 
Gwyn  Jeffreys  has  bestowed  the  name  Pentacrlnus 
wyi:ille-tho»iso7ii,  will  be  described  hereafter  with  some 
other  equally  interesting  members  of  the  same  group. 

Cape  Espichel  was  reached  on  the  25th.  The 
weather  was  now,  however,  so  rough  that  Captain 
Calver  was  obliged  to  take  shelter  in  Setubal  Bay. 
Professor  Barboza  de  Bocage  of  Lisbon  had  given 
Mr.  Gwyn  Jefireys  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the 
coastguard  officer  at  Setubal,  who  knew  the  place 
where  the  deep-sea  shark  and  the  Ilytdonema  are 
taken  by  the  fishermen,  but  the  state  of  the  weather 
prevented  his  taking  advantage  of  it. 

Off  Cape  Espichel  in  740  and  718  fathoms,  with  a 
temperature  of  10^"2  C,  the  moUusca  were  much  the 
same  as  those  from  Station  16,  but  included  Leda 
pjisio,  Limopsis  pygmaa  (Sicilian  fossils),  and  Verti- 
coi'dks  acuticogfata.  The  last-named  species  is  in- 
teresting in  a  geological  as  well  as  a  geographical 
point  of  view.  It  is  fossil  in  the  Coralline  Crag 
and  the  Sicilian  Pliocene  beds,  and  it  now  lives  in  the 
Japanese  archipelago.  Mr.  Jeffreys  suggests  a  mode 
of  accounting  for  the  community  of  so  many  species 
to  the  eastern  borders  of  the  Atlantic  basin  and  the 
Mediterranean,  in  which  several  Japanese  bracM- 
opods  and  crustaceans   arc   found,  and  the  seas  of 
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Northern  Asia,  by  supposing  a  migration  through 


Pli>,  M.-CkoKinKladia  t:r^lii,  WwiLLI  Ibomwjs.  OutbiU  Che  ulunl  ilia,  (No,  SS.FLV.) 

the  Arctic  Sea.     We  must  know,  however,  much 
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more  than  we  yet  do  of  the  extension  both  in  time 
and  space  of  the  fauna  of  deep  water  before  we  can 
come  to  any  certain  conclusion  on  these  questions. 

Dredging  across  the  entrance  of  the  Strait  of  Gib- 
raltar in  477,  651,  and  551  fathoms,  Stations  31,  32, 
and  33,  with  a  bottom  temperature  of  10"-3,  10°  1, 
and  lO^O  respectively,  many  remarkable  foi-ms  were 
dredged,  including  a  very  elegant  sponge,  apparently 
allied  to,  if  not  identical  with,  Oscar  Schmidt's 
Camintis  vulcani,  and  some  beautiful  forms  of  the 
CoralUo-spongiBe,  which  will  be  noticed  in  a  future 
chapter.  Station  No.  31  yielded  a  sponge  form 
which  recalled  the  branching  heather-Iikc  Cladorhha 
of  the  cold  area  off  Fjferoe.  Cliomhocladia  virgala 
(Fig.  30)  is  a  graceful  branching  organism  from 
twenty  to  forty  centimetres  in  height.  A  branching 
root  of  a  cartilaginous  consistence,  formed  of  densely 
packed  slieaves  of  needle-shaped  spicules  bound 
together  by  a  structureless  organic  cement,  attaches 
the  sponge  to  some  foreign  body,  and  supports  it 
in  an  upright  position  ;  and  the  same  structure  is 
continued  as  a  solid  axis  into  the  main  stem  and  the 
branches.  The  axis  is  made  up  of  a  set  of  very  definite 
strands  like  the  strands  of  a  roi)e,  arranged  spirally, 
so  as  to  present  at  first  sight  a  strong  resemblance  to 
the  whisp  of  Uynlonema  ;  but  the  strands  are  opaque, 
and  break  up  under  the  point  of  a  knife ;  and  under 
the  microscope  they  are  found  to  consist  of  minute 
ueedle-like  spicules  closely  felted  together.  The  soft 
sponge  substance  spreads  over  the  surface  of  the  axis 
and  rises  into  long  curving  conical  processes,  towards 
the  end  of  which  there  is  a  dark  greenish  oral  mass 
nular  sponge  matter,  and  tin-  oulliiii-  of  the 
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cone  is  continued  beyond  this  by  a  number  of 
groups  of  needle-shaped  spicules  which  surround  a 
narrow  oscular  opening^.  All  parts  of  the  sponge 
are  loaded  with  triplc-toothcd  '  hihamate  '  spicules  of 
the  sarcode. 

On  the  5th  of  August  the  '  Porcupine  '  steamed  into 
Tangier  Bay,  after  ineflFcctually  trying  to  dredge  in 
190  fathoms  off  Cape  Spartel.  In  Tangier  Bay  two 
casts  were  taken  at  a  depth  of  35  fathoms.  The 
fauna  was  chiefly  British,  with  a  few  more  southern 
forms. 

On  the  6th  of  August  Mr.  Jeffreys  went  to  Gib- 
raltar, and  tlierc  yielded  up  the  reins  to  Dr.  Car- 
penter, going  on  to  Sicily  rid  Malta,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  newer  tertiary  formations  in  the 
south  of  Italy,  and  the  collections  of  fossil  shells  at 
Catania,  Messina,  Palermo,  and  Naples,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  results  of  bis  cruise. 

On  Monday,  the  loth  of  August,  Captain  Calver, 
with  Dr.  Carpenter,  who  fortunately  retained  the 
services  of  Mr.  Lindalil  as  assistant,  in  charge  of  the 
science  department,  steamed  out  into  the  middle  of 
the  Strait  for  the  pui-pose  of  commencing  a  series 
of  observations  on  the  currents  of  the  Strait  of 
Gibraltar. 

Theso  experiments,  which  at  the  time  were  not 
considered  very  satisfactory,  n^ere  repeated  and  ex- 
tended in  the  summer  of  1871  by  Captain  Nares. 
R.N.,  and  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  H.M.S.  '  Shearwater.' 
Tbeir  curious  results  have  been  given  in  great  detail 
by  Dr.  Carpenter  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  London,  and  by  Captain  Nares  in  a  special 
report  to  the  Admiralty.     As  it  is  my  purpose   to 
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confine  myself  at  present  almost  exclusively  to  the 
description  of  the  phenomena  of  the  deep  water  in 
the  Atlantic  so  far  as  these  have  been  worked  oiit,  I 
will  not  here  repeat  the  narrative  of  the  experiments 
in  the  Strait.  I  will,  however,  ^ive  a  brief  sketch  of 
Dr.  Carpenter's  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean,  aS  the 
remarkable  iihenomena  connected  with  the  distribu- 
tion of  temperature  and  of  animal  life  which  he 
observed,  illustrate  while  they  contrast  with  the 
singularly  different  conditions  ivhieh  have  been 
already  described  in   the  outer  ocean. 

The  first  sounding  in  the  basin  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean was  taken  on  the  16th  of  August,  lat.  SCO' 
N.,  long,  i"  10' W.,  at  a  depth  of  586  fathoms,  with  a 
bottom  of  dark  grey  mud.  The  surface  temperature 
was  23''-6  C,  and  the  bottom  temperature  12°  8  0., 
about  three  degrees  higher  than  at  the  same  depth 
in  the  ocean  outside.  A  serial  sounding  was  taken  to 
determine  the  rate  of  the  diminution  of  temperature, 
with  the  following  curious  result : — 


Surface 23'i5U. 

10  fathoms 20  ■  II 

20        „ lyG 


40 


Id- 


Thus  the  temperature  fell  rapidly  for  the  first  30 
fathoms,  more  slowly  for  the  next  20,  from  50  to  100 
lost  only  S'C,  and  before  reaching  the  dojith  of  a 

adred  fiilhoms  had  obtained  its  minimum  tempera- 
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ture,  there  being  no  further  diminution  to  the  bottom. 
This  aerial  sounding  and  all  the  subsequent  tempera- 
ture observations  taken  during  the  Mediterranean 
cruise  sliowed  that  the  trough  of  the  Mediterranean 
from  the  depth  of  100  fathoms  downwards  is  filled 
with  a  mass  of  water  at  almost  exactly  the  same 
temperature  througboul,  a  temperature  a  little  above 
or  below  12''-75  C. 

The  following  instances  have  been  cited  by  Dr. 
Carpenter  from  the  earlier  observations  in  the  Medi- 
terranean basin,  to  show  the  great  uniformity  of  the 
bottom  temperature  for  all  depths : — 
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At  this  last  Station  (No.  47)  a  serial  sounding  was 

taken,  which  entirely  confirmed  the  results  of  the 
first  (No.  40)  :~ 

Surface 20°-  9  C. 

10  fatlioma 16-2 

20      „  14-4 

30      „  13-8 

40      , 13-3 

50      „  13-1 

100     „  12-6 

845      „  12-6 
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^again  a  mass  of  water  lyin^  at  the  bottom,  745 
fathoms— not  far  from  a  mile^in  depth,  at  the 
uniform  temperature  of  12"-6C.  (o4°7  F.) 

The  dredge  was  sent  down  at  each  successive 
station,  but  with  very  poor  result ;  and  I)r.  Car- 
penter was  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  the  bottom 
of  the  Mediterranean  at  depths  beyond  a  few  hundred 
fathoms  is  nearly  azoic.  The  conditions  are  not 
actually  inconsistent  with  the  existence  of  animal 
life,  for  at  most  of  the  stations  some  few  living  forms 
were  met  with,  but  they  are  certainly  singularly  un- 
favourable. Thus  at  Station  49,  at  a  depth  of  1412 
fathoms,  and  a  temperature  of  1%°7  C,  the  following 
species  of  moUusca  were  obtained  :  Nucula  quadrata, 
n.  sp.  ;  N.  jmmihi,  Adsjornsen  ;  Leda,  n.  sp. ;  Verti- 
cordia  granulata,  Seg.  ;  Uela  tenella,  Jeffreys  ; 
Trochiis  geimmdafns.  Ph.;  Bissoaanbsolutu,XviktiKs; 
Natica  affinis,  Gmeltn  ;  Trophon  multilamellosus. 
Ph.  ;  Naasa  prismalica,  Br.  ;  Colitmheila  haltaCi, 
Jeff.  ;  Bticcmium  acuficosiatum.  Ph.  ;  Pleuratoma 
carinatum,  Cristofori  and  Jan  ;  P.  torqvatum,  Ph.  ; 
JP.  decuatatmn.  Ph. 

Near  the  African  coast  the  fauna  was  more  abun- 
dant, but  the  bottom  was  so  rough  that  it  was  unsafe 
to  use  the  dredge,  and  tlie  tangles  were  usually  sent 
down  alone.  Many  polyzoa,  echinoderms,  corals,  and 
sponges  were  taken  in  this  way,  but  they  were  mostly 
well-known  Mediterranean  species.  After  remaining 
for  a  few  days  at  Tunis  and  visiting  the  ruins  of 
Carthage,  dredging  was  resumed  on  the  6th  of 
September  on  the  '  Adventure  '  Bank,  so  called  from 
its  having  been  discovered  by  Admiral  Smyth  when 
surveying  in  H.M.S.  '  Advcuturo.'     Here,  at  depths 
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from  30  to  250  fathoms,  animal  life  was  tolerably 
abundant.  With  other  mollusca  the  following  were 
found : — Trochua  auturalia.  Ph.  (Sicilian  fossil) ; 
Xenophora  oHepa^  KoNlG  (Sic.  fossil)  ;  Cylichna 
atriatula,  Forbes  (Sic.  fossil) ;  C.  ocnlata,  Buocchi 
(Sic.  fossil)  ;  Gadinia  excentrica,  Tiberi  ;  Scalaria 
frondoaa,  3.  Sowerby  (Sicilian  and  Coralline  Crag 
fossil) ;  Pyramidella  plicoaa,  Bronn  (Sic.  and  Cor. 
Crag  fossil) ;  Actceon  pusillus,  Forbes  (Sic.  fossil). 
The  Echinodermata  were  abundant  so  far  as  indi- 
viduals went,  but  the  number  of  species  was  small, 
and  they  were  nearly  all  well-known  Mediter- 
ranean forms.  Cidaris  papillata,  Leske,  showing 
many  varieties,  but  differing  in  no  specific  character 
from  the  many  forms  of  the  same  species  which 
range  from  North  Cape  to  Cape  Spartel  in  the 
ocean  outside.  The  Mediterranean  varieties  of  this 
species  are  certainly  Cidaria  hyatrix,  of  Lamarck. 
I  feel  a  degree  of  uncertainty  about  the  pretty 
little  Cidaria,  described  by  Philippi  under  the  name 
of  C.  offinia.  Characteristic  examples  of  it,  which 
are  abundant  on  the  'Adventure'  Bank  and  along 
.  the  African  coast,  look  very  distinct.  They  are  of 
a  beautiful  deep  rose  red,  the  spines  are  banded 
with  red  and  brownish  yellow,  and  come  to  a  fine 
point,  while  those  of  C.  papillata  are  usually  blunt 
at  the  point,  and  frequently  even  a  little  expanded 
or  cupped ;  and  the  portion  of  the  interambu- 
lacral  plates  covered  with  miliary  granules  is  wider, 
and  two  defined  rows  of  body  spines  nearly  of  equal 
size  lie  up  against  the  bases  of  the  primary  spines, 
over  the  alveoloj.  These  would  appear  to  be  cha- 
racters of  specific  value,  but  then  again  there  are 
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a  mass  of  intermediate  forms ;  and  although  after 
careful  consideration  I  have  descrihed  the  two 
species  as  distinct,  I  find  it  a  matter  of  great  diffi- 
culty to  draw  the  line  hetween  them.  Several 
specimens  of  a  handsome  Astrogonium  allied  to 
A.  gratmlare  were  taken  on  the  '  Adventure ' 
Bank.  Professor  Duncan  reports  some  interesting 
corals,  and  Professor  AUman  two  new  species  of 
Aglaophenia  ;  and  Dr.  Carpenter  detected  once 
more  the  delicate  OrhitolUes  (enitissimiis,  and  the 
large  nautiloid  Libiola,  with  which  he  was  familiar 
in  the  dredgings  in  the  Atlantic. 

After  a  short  stay  at  Malta,  on  Septemher  20th  the 
'  Porcupine '  steamed  out  of  Valetta  Harbour,  and 
steered  in  a  north-easterly  direction,  towards  a  point 
seventy  miles  distant,  at  which  a  depth  of  1,700 
fathoms  was  marked  on  the  chart.  This  was  reached 
early  the  next  morning,  and  the  line  ran  out  1,7-1<3 
fathoms,  lat.  36°  31'  30"  N.,  long.  15°  46'  30"  (No.  CO), 
with  a  temperature  of  13'''4  C,  more  than  half  a 
degree  higher  than  the  temperature  of  the  deepest 
sounding  in  the  western  basin.  The  tube  of  the 
sounding  apparatus  brought  up  a  sample  of  yellow 
clay,  so  like  the  bottom  at  some  of  the  most  unpro- 
ductive spots  in  the  western  Mediterranean,  that 
it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  delay  the  time 
necessary  for  even  a  single  cast  of  tbe  dredge,  which 
at  that  depth  would  have  occupied  nearly  a  day. 
llaving  thus  satisfied  themselves  as  far  as  they 
could  by  a  few  observations  that  the  physical  con- 
ditions of  the  eastern  basin  of  the  Mediterranean 
were  similar  to  those  of  the  western,  they  steered  for 
the  coast  of  Sicily.     Quietly  along  the  Sicilian  coast 
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during  the  night,  in  early  morning  through  the 
narrowest  part  of  the  Strait  between  Messina  and 
Reggio,  past  Charybdis  and  the  castled  rock  of  Scylla, 
and  80  out  of  the  'Faro'  into  the  open  sea  to  the 
north  of  Sicily,  studded  with  the  Lipari  Islands. 
A  temperature  sounding  taken  near  Stromboli,  lat. 
38°  26'  30'  N.,  long.  15°  32'  E.,  gave  a  depth  of  730 
fathoms,  and  a  bottom  temperature  of  13°*1  C,  while 
the  temperature  of  the  surface  was  22°- 5  C. 

Under  the  rugged  cone  of  Stromboli  the  dredgers 
took  another  set  of  temperatures,  with  the  result  com- 
mon to  the  whole  volcanic  neighbourhood  of  Sicily, 
of  a  temperature  slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  deep 
water  in  the  western  basin  of  the  Mediterranean,  a 
phenomenon  of  which  it  would  take  long  and  careful 
observation  to  determine  the  cause ;  and  while  doing 
BO  they  pondered  on  the  cloud  of  smoke  hanging  over 
the  peak,  so  suggestive  of  the  theatre  of  subterranean 
change  beneath,  and  admired  the  industry  and  enter- 
prise of  those  who,  rendered  contemptuous  by  the 
familiarity  of  ages,  carried  their  vineyards  "  all  over 
the  cone,  save  on  two  sides,  looking  north-west  and 
south-east,  over  one  or  other  of  which  there  is  a  con- 
tinual discharge  of  dust  and  ashes." 

Their  course  was  now  laid  straight  for  Cape  de 
Gat,  which  they  passed  on  the  27th  of  September, 
arriving  at  Gibraltar  on  the  28tb.  At  Gibraltar, 
Dr.  Carpenter  resumed  his  observations  and  experi- 
ments on  the  currents  of  the  Strait.  These  obser- 
vations were  continued  until  the  2nd  of  October, 
when  it  became  necessary  for  Captain  Calver  to  re- 
turn homewards.  The  coast  of  Portugal  was  repassed 
in  fine  weather,  the  time  at  their  disposal  not  allow- 
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Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  the  Royal  Society,  and 
other  Official  Dacunmnts  referring  to  the  Cruise  of  HM.&. 
'  Porcupine '  during  the  Sumvier  of  1870 ; — 

Marth  24,  1870. 

A  Letter  vas   read  from  Dr.  Carpenter,  addressed   to  the 

President,  suggesting  that  an  Exploration  of  the  Deep  Sea,  sucli 

as  was  carried  out  during  1868  and  1869  in  the  regions  to  the 

North  of  the  British  Islands,  should  now  be  extended  to  the 

South  of  Europe  and  the  Mediterranean,  and  that  the  Council 

of  the  Koyal  Society  should  recommend  such  an  undertaking  to 

the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Admiralty,  with  a  view  to 

obtain  the  assistance  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  on  the 

previous  occasions. 

Kesolved, — That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the  President 

and  OfBcers,  with  the  Hydrographer,  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys, 

Mr.  Siemens,  Professor  Tyndall,  and  Dr.  Carpenter,  with 

power  to  add  to  their  number,  be  appointed,  to  consider 

the  expediency  of  adopting  the  proposal  of  Dr.  Carpenter, 

and  the   plan  to  be  followed  in  carrying   it  out,  as  well 

as  the  instruments  and   other  applinuces  tliat  would  be 

required,   and    to   report   their   opinion    tliereon    to    the 

Council ;   but  with  power  previously  to  communicate  to 

the  Admiralty  a  draft  of  such  report  as  they  may  agree 

upon,  if   it  shall  appear  to  them  expedient  to  do  so  in 

order  to  sitve  time. 

April    8,  1870. 
Sead  the  following  Report : — 

"  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  24th  of  March  to  consider 
a  proposal  for  a^  further  Exploration  of  the  Deep  Sea  during  the 
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ensuing  summer,  as  well  as  the  scientific  pn>parations  wliicb 
would  be  required  for  a  new  expedition,  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows : — 

"  The  general  course  proposed  to  be  followed,  and  the  chief 
objects  expected  to  be  attained  in  a  new  expedition,  are  pointed 
out  in  the  following  extract  from  the  letter  of  Dr.  Carpenter, 
read  to  the  Council  on  the  24th  ulL,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee : — 

" '  The  plan  which  has  been  marked  out  between  my  colleagues 
in  last  year's  work  and  myself  ia  aa  follows  : — 

"'Having  reason  to  hope  that  the  "Porcupine"  may  be  spared 
towards  the  end  of  June,  we  propose  that  she  should  start  early 
in  July,  and  proceed  in  a  S.W.  direction  towards  the  furthest 
point  to  which  our  survey  was  carried  last  year;  carefully 
exploring  the  bottom  in  depths  of  400  to  800  fathoms,  on 
wliich,  as  experience  has  shown  ns,  the  most  interesting  collec- 
tions are  to  be  made ;  but  also  obtaining  a  few  casts  of  the 
Dredge  with  Temperature-soundings  at  greater  depths,  as  oppor- 
tunities may  occur. 

" '  The  course  should  then  be  nearly  due  South,  in  a  direction 
of  general  parallelism  with  the  coast  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Portugal,  keeping  generally  within  the  deptlis  just  mentioned, 
bat  occasionally  stretching  westwards  into  yet  deeper  waters. 
From  what  has  been  already  done  in  about  400  fathoms'  water 
off  the  coast  of  Portugal,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  ground  is 
thete  exceedingly  rich.  ^Vhen  approaching  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar,  the  sun'ey,  both  Physical  and  Zoological,  should  be 
carried  out  with  great  care  and  minuteness ;  in  order  that  the 
important  problem  as  to  the  currents  between  the  Mediterranean 
and  Atlantic  Seas,  and  the  relation  of  the  Mediterranean  Fauna 
to  that  of  the  Atlantic  (on  wJiich  Mr,  Gwyn  Jeffreys  is  of 
opinion  that  the  results  of  our  last  year's  work  throw  aa  entirely 
new  light),  may  be  cleared  up. 

"  '  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  is  prepared  to  undertake  the  scientlfio 
cimrgo  of  tills  part  of  the  expedition ;  and  if  Professor  AVyville 
Thomson  should  not  be  able  to  accompany  luin,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  find  him  a  suitable  assistant 

'■ '  The  ship  would  probably  reach  Gibraltar  early  ia  August 
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and  there  I  should  be  myself  prepared  to  join  her,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Jeffreys,  with  one  of  my  sona  aa  an  assistant.  We  should 
propose  first  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
if  that  should  not  have  been  fully  accomplished  previously;  and 
then  to  proceed  eastwards  along  the  Mediterranean,  making 
stretches  between  the  coasts  of  Europe  and  A&ica,  so  as  to  carry 
out  as  complete  a  survey,  Physical  and  Zoological,  of  that  part 
of  the  Medit«rranean  basin  as  time  may  permit.  Malta  would 
probably  be  our  extreme  point ;  and  this  we  should  reckon  to 
reach  about  the  middle  of  September. 

" '  It  is  well  known  that  there  are  questions  of  great  Geolo- 
gical interest  connected  with  the  present  distribution  of  Animal 
life  in  this  area  ;  and  we  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  we 
shall  here  find  at  considerable  depths  a  laige  number  of  Tertiary 
species  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  extinct.  And  in  regard 
to  the  Physics  of  the  Mediterranean,  it  appears,  from  all  that 
we  have  been  able  to  learn,  that  very  little  is  certainly  known. 
The  Temperature  and  Density  of  the  water,  at  different  depths, 
in  a  basin  so  remarkably  cut  off  from  the  great  ocean,  and 
having  a  continual  influx  from  it,  form  a  most  interesting  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  to  which  we  shall  be  glad  to  give  our  best 
attention,  if  the  means  are  placed  within  our  reach.' 

"  Considering  the  success  of  the  two  previous  Expeditions,  and 
especially  that  of  the  '  Porcupine '  last  year,  the  Committee  are 
persuaded  that  no  less  important  acquisitions  for  the  furtherance 
of  scientific  knowledge  would  be  gained  by  the  renewed  explora- 
tion as  now  proposed ;  and  they  accordingly  recommend  that  a 
representation  to  that  effect  be  made  to  the  Admiralty,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  the  aid  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  on  the 
previous  occasions. 

"  The  Committee  approve  of  a  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Gwyn 
Jeffreys  to  accept  the  services  of  Mr.  lindahl,  of  Lund,  in  the 
expedition  as  unpaid  Assistant  Naturalist. 

"  Aa  regards  scientific  instruments,  the  Committee  have  to 
report  that  those  employed  in  last  year's  voyage  will  be 
again  available  for  use ;  and  Mr.  Siemens  hopes  to  render 
his  electro-thermal  indicator  of  more  easy  employment  on 
ship-board. 
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"  The  Committee,  having  learned  that  Dr.  FranMand  has  con- 
trived an  BX'paratus  for  bringing  up  the  deep-sea  water  charged 
with  its  gaseous  contents,  have  resolved  to  add  his  name  to 
their  number ;  and  they  req^ueat  leave  to  meet  again  in  order 
to  complete  the  arrangements  and  make  a  final  report  to  the 
Council" 

Itesolvcd, — That  the  Report  now  read  be  received  and  adopted, 
and  that  the  Committee  be  requested  to  continue  their 
meetings  aud  report  t^jiiu  on  the  arrangements  when  finally 
decided  on. 

Resolved, — That  the  following  draft  of  a  Letter  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  be  approved, 
viz.: — 

"  Sir. — I  am  directed  by  the  President  and  Council  of  the 
Royal  Society  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  informatdon  of  the 
Lords  Commiasiouers  of  the  Admiralty,  that,  considering  the 
important  scientific  results  of  the  Physical  and  Zoological 
Kxploration  of  the  Deep  Sea  carried  on  in  1868  aud  18G9 
thraugh  the  aid  of  Her  Majciity's  Government,  they  deem  it 
highly  desirable  that  the  investigation  sliould  be  renewed  during 
the  ensuing  summer,  aud  extended  over  a  new  area. 

"  The  course  which  it  would  be  proposed  to  follow  in  a  new 
Expedition,  the  principal  objects  to  be  attained,  and  the  general 
plan  of  operations,  are  sketched  out  in  the  enclosed  extract  from 
a  Letter  addressed  to  the  President  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  and  have 
in  all  points  been  approved  by  the  Couucil. 

"  The  President  and  Council  would  therefore  earnestly  recom- 
mend such  an  undertaking  to  the  fuvnurable  consideration 
of  My  Lords,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  assistance  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  so  liberally  accorded  and  effectively 
rendered  on  the  previous  occasions. 

"  The  scientific  conduct  of  the  Expedition  would,  as  in  the 
last  year,  be  shared  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  Professor  AVyville  Thomson, 
pravided  that  gentleman  is  able  to  undertake  the  duty,  nnd  Mr. 
Owyn  JefTreys.  It  is  also  pi-oposed  that  Mr.  Lindahl,  a  young 
Swedish  gentleman  accustomed  to  marine  researches,  should 
accompany  tlia  expodiliou  as  Assistant  Naturalist 
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"  I  have  to  add  that  whatever  appertains  to  the  strictly 
Scientific  equipmeat  of  the  Expedition  will,  as  formerly,  be  at 
the  chaise  of  the  Royal  Society. 

"  W,  Shabpet,  Secretary." 

A  sum  of  £100  bom  the  Government  Grant  was  assigned 
for  the  Scientitjc  purposes  of  tlie  Expedition. 

May  19,  1870. 
Bead  the  following  Letter  from  the  Admiralty : — 

"  Adhiualty,  lOUiMay,  1S70. 
"  Sib, — Having  laid  before  My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  your  letter  of  the  2nd  inat.,  requesting  that  further 
researches  may  be  made  of  the  deep  sea,  I  am  commanded  by 
their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  they  will  spare  Her 
Majesty's  Steam-vessel  '  Porcupine '  for  this  service,  and  that 
the  Treasury  has  been  requested,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  to 
defray  the  expense  of  the  messing  of  the  scientific  gentlemen 
composing  the  Expedition. 

"  I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  Servant, 

"  Vernon  Lusbikgion." 

"  To  W.  SJiarpcy,  Esq.,  M.D., 
"  Secrdary  of  At  Royal  Society,  Burlingtim  Home." 
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Particulars  of  Depths,  Temperature,  and  Position,  ai  the  various 
Dredginff'Stations  of  H,M,S.  ^Porcupine!  in  the  Summer 
of  1870:— 


Knmber 

Depth  in 

i 

Bottom 

Snrfkee 

Pln^ 

M^,m 

ofSUtiun. 

FathoiQ]!. 

Teuipentiire. 

Temperature. 

IrUBlkAUU. 

1 

5G7 

'    48°38'N. 

10*  15'  W. 

2 

305 

14°-  8  C. 

16°-  2  C. 

48  37 

10    9 

3 

690 

1 

48  31 

10    3 

4 

717 

7 

•  0 

,     16 

•3 

48  32 

9  59 

5 

100 

10 

■7 

16 

•8 

48  29 

9  45 

6 

358 

10 

•0 

16 

■9 

48  26 

9  44 

7 

93 

10' 

■6 

16 

•2 

.    48  18 

9  11 

8 

257 

9 

•9 

15 

•9 

48  13 

9  11 

9 

539 

8 

■9 

17 

•8 

48     6 

9  18 

10 

81 

11  • 

■9 

16' 

•4 

42  44 

9  23 

n 

332 

10' 

•2 

16 

•1 

42  32 

9  24 

12 

128 

11' 

■3 

16' 

3 

42  20 

9  17 

13 

220 

11 

•0 

18' 

•1 

40  16 

9  37 

14 

409 

10' 

•8 

18 

■4 

40     6 

9  44 

15 

722 

9' 

•8 

20' 

•0 

40     2 

9  49 

Hi 

994 

4' 

•5 

21' 

•0 

39  55 

9  56 

17 

1095 

4' 

3 

19' 

•8 

39  42 

9  43 

18 

1005 

4' 

•5 

18' 

■2 

39  29 

9  44 

19 

248 

11 

■0 

18' 

•1 

39  27 

9  39 

20 

9fi5 

^ 

39  25 

9  45 

21 

620 

10- 

.  9 

19- 

5 

38  19 

9  30 

22 

718 

10- 

7 

19- 

1 

38  15 

9  33 

23 

802 

9- 

0 

19- 

0 

37  20 

9  30 

24 

292 

11  -5 

1 

19-6 

37  19 

9  13 
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Komter 
DrdUUua. 

STi 

Bottom 

,..'SSU 

PMitiOIL 

25 

374 

ir-9c. 

20'-  9  C. 

37- 11'  N. 

9'  7'W. 

26 

364 

11  -5 

22  -0 

36  44 

8    8 

27 

322 

10  -6 

22-7 

36  37 

7  33 

2S 

304 

11-7 

21-8 

36  29 

7  16 

28» 

286 

— 

— 

36  27 

6  54 

29 

227 

12-9 

22-8 

36  20 

6  47 

30 

386 

11-7 

22-6 

36  15 

6  52 

31 

477 

10-3 

21-7 

35  56 

7  6 

32 

651 

10    1 

21-8 

35  41 

7  8 

33 

654 

10-0 

22-4 

35  32 

6  54 

34 

414 

10    1 

21-8 

35  44 

6  53 

35 

335 

10-9 

23-2 

35  39 

6  38 

36 

128 

12-9 

23-8 

35  35 

6  26 

37 

190 

11  -8 

22-0 

35  60 

6     0  . 

38 

603 

11  -8 

22  0 

35  68 

5  26 

39 

517 

13-3 

21-0 

35  59 

5  27 

40 

586 

13-4 

23-6 

36    0 

440 

41 

730 

13-4 

23-6 

35  67 

4  12 

42 

790 

13-2 

23-2 

35  45 

3  57 

43 

162 

13-4 

23-8 

35  24 

3  54 

44 

455 

13-0 

21  -0 

35  42 

3     0 

45 

207 

12-4 

22-6 

35  36 

2  29 

46 

493 

13  0 

23-0 

36  39 

1  56 

47 

845 

12-6 

21  -0 

37  25 

1  10 

48 

1328 

12-8 

23-0 

37  10 

0  31 

49 

1412 

12-7 

22-0 

36  29 

0  31 

60 

51 

— 

— 

36  14 

0  17  E. 

60o 

152 

— 

— 

36  18 

0  24 

61 

1415 

12-7 

24  0 

36  55 

1  10 

52 

660 

— 

36  38 

1  38 

62o 

590 

— 

— 

36  36 

1  38 

53 

112 

13  0 

25  0 

36  63 

5  55 

54 

1508 

13  0 

24-4 

37  41 

6  27 

55 

1456 

12-8 

24-8 

37  29 

6  31 

56 

390 

13-6 

25-6 

37    3 

11  37 

67 

224 

— 

— 

37    6 

13  10 

58 

266 

13-6 

24-1 

36  43 

13  36 

59 

446 

13-6 

24-6 

36  32 

14  12 

60 

1743 

18-4 

23-3 

36  31 

15  46 
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Nuinber 

Depth  in 
FathuuiK. 

ofStaUon. 

61 

392 

62 

730 

63 

181 

64 

460 

1     65 

198 

'■     66 

147 

■     67 

188 

Bottom         I        Surface 
Temperature.        Temiicrature. 


12-8 


13°-  1  C. 

22<- 

5C. 

13    0 

22  • 

6 

12-4 

20 

2 

12-4 

18 

■8 

12    1 

17 

•3 

22-9 


PoaitUuL                        1 

38°  26' 

N. 

15»32'K 

38  38 

15  21 

36     1 

5  26  W. 

35  58 

5  28 

35  50 

5  57 

'     35  56 

5  57 

35  49 

1 

6  21 

CHAPTER  V. 

DEEP-SEA    SOUNDING. 

The  ordinary  Sounding-lead  for  moderate  Depths. — Liable  to  Error 
when  employed  in  Deep  Water. — Early  Deep  Soundings  un- 
reliable.— Improved  Methods  of  Sounding. — The  Cup-lead. — 
Brooke's  Sounding  Inatniment. — The  'Bnlldog'j  Fitigerald'a ; 
the  '  Hydra,' — Sounding  from  the  '  Porcupine.' — The  Contour 
of  the  Bed  of  the  North  Atlantic. 

In  all  deep-sea  inrestigations  it  is  of  course  of  the 
first  importance  to  have  a  means  of  determining  the 
depth  to  the  last  degree  of  accuracy,  and  this  is  not 
so  easy  a  matter  as  might  be  at  first  supposed- 
Depth  is  almost  invariably  ascertained  by  some 
modification  of  the  process  of  sounding.  A  weight 
is  attached  to  the  end  of  a  line  graduated  by  attached 
slips  of  different  coloured  buntine  (the  woollen  mate- 
rial of  which  flags  are  made,  in  which  the  colours  are 
particularly  bright  and  fast)  into  fathoms,  tens  of 
fathoms,  and  hundreds  of  fathoms ;  or,  for  deep-sea 
work,  with  white  buntine  at  every  60,  black  leather 
at  every  100,  and  red  buntine  at  every  1,000  fathoms. 
The  weight  is  run  down  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
the  number  of  fathoms  out  when  the  lead  touches 
the  bottom  gives  a  more  or  less  close  approximation 
to  the  depth. 
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The  ordinary  deep-sea  lead  is  a  prismatic  leaden 
block  about  two  feet  in  length  and  80  to  120  lbs.  in 
weight,  narrowing  somewhat  towards  the  upper  end, 
where  it  is  furnished  with  a  stout  iron  ring.  Uefore 
heaving,  the  lead  is  '  armed,'  that  is  to  say  the  lower 
end,  which  is  slightly  eupped,  is  covered  with  a  thick 
coating  of  soft  tallow.  If  the  lead  reach  the  bottom 
it  brings  up  evidence  of  its  having  done  so  in  a 
sample  sticking  to  the  tallow.  Usually  there  is 
enough  to  indicate  roughly  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  it  is  on  the  evidence  of  samples  thus  brought 
up  on  the  '  arming '  of  the  lead  that  our  charts  note 
*  mud,'  '  shells,'  '  gravel,'  '  ooze,'  or  '  sand,'  or  a  com- 
bination of  these,  as  the  kind  of  bottom  at  the 
particular  sounding;  thus  we  have  m""^,.,  mud,  shells, 
and  sand  at  2,000  fathoms ;  t,^;"i" ,  ooze  and  stones  at 
2,050  fathoms ;  „  ^:^^_  ,r.,  mud,  sand,  shells,  and  scoriie 
at  2,200  fathoms,  and  so  on. 

"When  no  bottom  is  found,  that  is  to  say,  when 
there  is  no  arrest  to  the  running  out  of  the  line  and 
nothing  on  the  '  arming' of  the  lead,  the  sounding 
is  entered  on  the  chart  thu.s,  ^^^f  no  bottom  at  3,200 
fathoms.  Sucii  soundings  are  not  to  be  depended 
upon  in  deep  water,  but  they  are  usually  quite 
reliable  for  moderate  depths,  so  far  as  they  go.  They 
give  us  no  help  in  the  exploration  of  the  bottom  of 
the  sea,  but  they  are  of  great  practical  value,  and 
imlecd  they  give  all  the  information  wliicli  is  directly 
required  for  the  purposes  of  navigation ;  for  if  there 
be  '  no  bottom  '  at  200  fathoms,  there  is  probably  no 
dangerous  shoal  in  the  immediate  neighbourhodd. 

Soundings  are  usually  taken  from  the  vessel,  and 
while  there  is  some  way  on.    Where  great  accuracy 
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is  required,  as  in  coast-surveying,  it  ia  necessary  to 
sound  from  a  boat,  which  can  be  kept  in  position  by 
the  oara  and  reference  to  some  fixed  objects  on  shore. 
This  ordinary  system  of  sounding  answers  perfectly 
well  for  comparatively  shallow  water,  but  it  breaks 
down  for  depths  much  over  1,000  fathoms.  The 
weight  is  not  sufficient  to  carry  the  line  rapidly  and 
vertically  to  the  bottom ;  and  if  a  heavier  weight  be 
used,  ordinary  sounding  line  is  unable  to  draw  up  its 
own  weight  along  with  that  of  the  lead  from  great 
depths,  and  gives  way.  No  impulse  is  felt  when  the 
lead  reaches  the  bottom,  and  the  Hue  goes  on  running 
out,  and  if  any  attempt  be  made  to  stop  it  it  breaks. 
In  some  cases  bights  of  the  line  seem  to  be  carried 
along  by  submarine  currents,  and  in  others  it  is 
found  that  the  line  has  been  running  out  by  its  own 
weight  only,  and  coiling  itself  in  a  tangled  mass 
directly  over  the  lead.  All  these  sources  of  error 
Titiate  very  deep  soundings.  In  many  of  the  older 
observations  made  by  officers  of  our  own  navy  and 
of  that  of  the  United  States,  the  depth  returned 
for  many  points  in  the  Atlantic  we  now  know  to 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated ;  thus  Lieutenant 
Walsh,  of  the  U.S.  schooner  '  Taney,'  reported  a 
cast  with  the  deep-sea  lead  at  34,000  feet  without 
bottom ; '  Lieutenant  Berryman,  of  the  U.S.  brig 
'  Dolphin,*  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  sound  mid- 
ocean  with  a  line  39,000  feet  long ;  *  Captain 
Denham,  of  H.M.S.  'Herald,'  reported  bottom  in  the 

\  Maary's  Sailing  Directions,  6th  edition,  p.  165,  and  6th  edition 
(1864),  p.  213. 

*  iSnuj,  Fhyaical  Cieognphy  of  the  Sn.  Eleventh  Edition, 
p.  309. 
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South  Atlantic  at  a  depth  of  40,000  feet;'  and 
Lieutenant  Parker,  of  the  U.S.  frigate  '  Congress,'  ran 
out  a  line  50,000  feet  without  reacliing  tlie  bottom.* 
In  these  cases,  however,  the  chances  of  error  were 
too  numerous;  and  in  the  last  chart  of  the  North 
Atlantic,  published  on  the  authority  of  Kear-Admiral 
liiehards  in  Nov.  1870,  no  soundinfis  are  entered 
heyond  4,000  fathoms,  and  very  few  beyond  3,000. 

A  great  improvement  in  deep-sea  sounding,  first 
introduced  in  the  United  States  navy,  was  the  use 
of  a  heavy  weight  and  a  fine  line.  The  weight,  a 
32  or  G8  lb.  shot,  is  rapidly  run  down  from  a  boat; 
and  when  it  is  supposed  to  have  readied  the  bottom, 
which  is  usually  indicated  with  tolerable  certainty  by 
a  sudden  change  in  the  rate  of  running  out  of  the 
line,  the  line  is  cut  at  the  surface,  and  the  depth 
calculated  by  the  length  of  line  left  on  the  reel. 

As  the  great  problems  of  jdiysieal  geography,  the 
strength  and  direction  of  currents,  and  the  general 
conditions  of  the  bottom  of  the  sea  began  to  acquire 
more  general  interest,  the  particles  brought  up  on  the 
'  arming  '  of  the  lead  from  great  depths  were  eagerly 
sought  for  and  scrutinized ;  it  thus  became  important 
that  a  greater  quantify  should  be  procured,  enough 
at  all  events  for  the  purposes  of  chemical  and  micro- 
scopical examination.  Many  instruments  have  been 
contrived  from  time  to  time  for  tliis  purpose,  and  a 
vast  amount  of  information  has  been  gained  by  their 
use.  It  has  now  been  shown  that  dredging  on  a  large 
scale  is  possible  at  all  depths,  but  dredging  can  only 
be  performed  under  specially  favourable  circum- 
stances, and  requires  a  vctsel  speciaPy  fitted  at  con- 
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siderable  expense.  We  must  still,  therefore,  depend 
mainly  upon  some  form  of  sounding  apparatus  for 
the  gradual  accumulation  of  observations  which  will 
give  us  in  time  a  consistent  idea  of  the  nature  of 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  throughout.  A  simple  instru- 
ment which  will  bring  up  a  surface  sample  of  a 
pound  or  so,  from  a  depth  of  2,000  fathoms,  with- 
out much  trouble  and  with  some  certainty,  is  still  a 
desideratum. 

In  the  year  1818,  Sir  John  Boss,  in  command  of 
H.M.8.  '  Isabella,'  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  for  the 
purpose  of  exploring  BaflSn's  Hay,  invented  a  machine 
"  for  taking  up  soundings  from  the  bottom  of  any 
fathomable  depth,"  which  he  called  a  '  deep-sea 
clamm.'  A  large  pair  of  forceps  were  kept  asunder 
by  a  bolt,  and  the  instrument  was  so  contrived  that 
on  the  bolt  striking  the  ground  a  heavy  iron  weight 
slipped  down  a  spindle  and  closed  the  forceps,  which 
retained  within  them  a  considerable  quantity  of  the 
bottom,  whether  sand,  mud,  or  small  stones.'  On 
the  1st  of  September,  1818,  Sir  John  Boss  sounded  in 
1,000  fathoms,  lat.  73"  37'  N.,  long.  76°  26'  W.  The 
soundings  consisted  of  "  soft  mud,  in  which  there 
were  worms,  and,  entangled  on  the  sounding-line,  at 
the  depth  of  800  fathoms,  was  foimd  a  beautiful  Caput 
MeduscB."  On  the  6th  of  September  Sir  John  Boss 
sounded  in  1,050  fathoms,  lat.  72°  23'  N.,  long. 
73°  076'  W.,  and  the  clamms  brought  up  6  lbs.  of  very 

^  A  Voyage  of  Discovery  made  under  the  Orders  of  the  Admiralty 
in  Uia  Majesty's  Ships  '  Isabella'  aud  '  Alexander,'  for  the  purpose  of 
exploring  Baffin's  Bay,  and  inquiring  into  the  Possibility  of  a  North- 
vest  Passage.  By  John  Ross,  E.S.  Captain  Royal  Navy.  London; 
1619;  p.  178. 
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soft  mud.  I  mention  these  soundint^s  thus  particu- 
larly because  they  are  Ihe  first  authentic  instances 
of  any  quantity  of  the  bottom  having  been  brought 
up  from  sucli  depths.  The  clamms  were  used  with 
strong  whale  line,  made  of  the  best  hemp,  2^  inches 
in  circumference.  The  weight  recommended  by  Sir 
Jolin  Eoss  for  tlie  sounding  in  the  North 
Sea  is  fifty  pounds. 

One  of  the  earliest  and  certainly  not  the 
worst  of  these  miniature  dredges  is  a  simple 
riJ  ILF^H  modification  of  the  common  deep-sea  lead, 
I IW  -m^  ^^^  '  c"p-lcail '  (Fig.  37).  A  rod  of  iron 
passes  through  the  lead,  and  ends  a  few 
inches  beneath  it  in  a  conical  iron  cup. 
A  thick  bend-leather  washer  slides  freely 
on  the  rod  between  the  end  of  the  lead  and 
the  cup.  The  theory  of  this  instrument  is, 
that  as  tlie  lead  runs  down,  the  current  of 
water  keeps  up  the  washer,  leaving  the 
mouth  of  the  cup  free.  On  reaching  the 
ground,  the  weight  of  the  lead  drives  the 
cup  into  tlie  mud  or  sand,  and  the  lead  falls 
I  to  one  side.  "VVhon  the  lead  is  hauled  up, 
a  sample  of  the  bottom  goes  into  the  cup, 
and  is  retained  there  by  the  washer,  which 
is  pressed  down  upon  the  top  of  the  cup 
'•"ci^'x^^  during  its  upward  journey  by  the  reversal 
of  the  current.  The  '  cup-lead '  is  very 
useful  for  moderate  dejiths.  Twice  out  of  three 
times  it  brings  up  a  sample,  but  the  cup  is  too  open 
and  the  means  of  closing  it  are  too  crude,  and  the 
third  time  evenr'thing  is  washed  out  and  the  cup 
e<jme8  up  perfectly  clcAn.     Deep  soundings  take  too 
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AhoLiI   the    year  1854,  J.  M.  Brooke,  passed-mid- 
shipmau  in  the  U.S.  navv,  a  clever  voung  officer  who 
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was  at  the  time  doing  duty  in  the  Observatory,  pro- 
jiosed  to  Captain  Maury  a  contrivance  by  which  the 
shot  might  be  detached  as  soon  as  it  reached  the 
bottom,  and  specimens  brouglit  up  in  its  stead.  .The 
result  of  this  suggestion  was  Brooke's  deep-sea  sound- 
ing apparatus  (Figs.  38  and  39),  of  which  all  the  more 
recent  contrivances  have  been  to  a  great  extent  modi- 
fications and  improvements,  retaining  its  fundamental 
principle,  the  detaching  of  the  weight.  The  instru- 
ment as  devised  by  Mr.  Brooke  is  very  sini])le.  A 
04  lb.  shot  E  is  cast  with  a  hole  through  it.  An 
iron  rod  A  has  a  chamber  B  at  the  lower  end,  and 
two  movepble  arms  hinged  to  the  upper  end  with 
eyes  to  fasten  two  cords  by  which  the  rod  is  sus- 
pended ;  so  that  when  the  instrument  is  hanging  free 
the  arms  are  nearly  vertical  (Fig.  38).  Each  arm 
bears  a  projecting  notched  tooth,  and  before  sounding 
the  shot  is  suspended,  with  the  rod  passing  through 
it,  in  a  canvas  or  leather  sling  c  attached  by  cords 
whose  loops  pass  over  the  teeth.  The  cup  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  rod  is  filled  with  tallow  '  arming,'  in 
which  a  chamber  has  been  made  by  pushing  in  a 
wooden  plug.  When  the  instrument  strikes,  the  end 
of  the  rod  is  driven  into  the  material  of  the  bottom, 
which  fills  the  chamber  in  the  arming,  the  two  jointed 
arms  fall  down,  the  loops  of  the  sling  are  relieved 
from  the  teeth,  and  the  rod  slips  through  the  hole  in 
the  shot  and  comes  up  alone  with  its  enclosed  sample 
of  sediment. 

In  this  simplest  and  earliest  form  Brooke's  sound- 
ing apparatus  had  some  of  the  defects  of  the  cup-lead. 
The  sample  of  the  bottom  was  too  small,  and  ran  a 
risk  of  being  wasljfd  out  in  hauling  up.     Modifica- 
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H.it.S.  "Cyclops  '  in  1857.'  He  used  iron  nire  braces 
to  support  the  sinker,  as  tl»es<?  detach  more  freely 
than  slings  of  r«pe  ;  he  replaced  Brooke's  round-shot 
by  a  leaden  cylinder  to  diminish  the  resistance  and 
thus  increase  the  velocity  in  descending ;  and  he 
adapted  a  ralve  opening  inwards,  to  the  terminal 
chamber  in  the  rod.  to  prevent  the  washing  out  of 
tlie  sample.  Commander  Dayman  seems  to  have 
found  the  apparatus  thus  improved  to  answer  well. 
He  used  it  throughout  his  important  survey  of  the 
'telegraph  plateau.' 

The  '  Bull-dog '  sounding  machine  (Fig.  40)  is  now 
probably  the  most  generally  known  of  these  dredging- 
leads.  This  instrument  is  an  adaptation  of  Sir  John 
Boss*  deep-sea  clamms,  with  the  addition  of  Brooke's 
principle  of  the  disengaging  weight.  It  was  invented 
during  the  famous  sounding  voyage  of  H.XI.S.  '  Bull- 
dog '  in  the  year  1860,  and  Sir  Tx!opold  M'CUntock 
gives  the  chief  credit  of  its  invention  to  the  assistant- 
engineer  on  board,  3Ir.  Steil.*  A  pair  of  scoops  a 
close  upon  one  another  .scissorwise  on  a  hinge,  and  have 
two  pairs  of  appendages  b,  which  stand  to  the  open- 
ing and  closing  of  the  scoops  in  the  relation  of  scissor 
handles.  This  apparatus  is  iK-rmanently  attached  to 
the  sounding-line  by  the  rope  F,  which  in  the  figure 
is  represented  hanging  loose,  and  which  is  tixed  to 

*  I)eep-Soa  SounilincH  in  the  Nortli  .Itl^nUc  Ocean,  between 
livlnnil  Bnil  Newfound liind.  made  in  iI.M.8.  'Cyclops.'  I.iciit..Coin- 
maiidtr  Jasi^ph  Pavman.  in  Juno  aiiJ  July.  1S57,  Published  by 
onlur  or tbe  Lordu  Cuuuutssionen  uf  tliu  Adiniraltjr.     Loudon:   1S9S. 

'  KemnThs  illustmttvc  of  the  Sountling  Voyogo  of  H.M.S.  'ItuU- 
Aog'  ill  1860  ;  CapUin  Sir  Leopold  AT'Clintook  coiniuanding.  PaV 
lUhed  bjr  otiler  of  thit  L<ir<le  duntuLtMuuHn  of  tlie  iViliiiiuItjr. 
LoDdon:  l^-l. 
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tlie  spindle  on  which  the  cups  turn.  Attached  to 
the  same  spiudle  is  the  rope  D,  which  ends  above  in 
an  iron  ring.  E  represents  a  pair  of  tumhler  hooks, 
fastened  likewise  to  the  end  of  the  sounding-line ; 
c  a  heavy  leaden  or  iron  weight,  with  a  hole  tlirough 
it  wide  enough  to  allow  the  rope  u  with  its  loop  and 
ring  to  pass  freely  ;  and  u,  a  strong  iudia-ruhber  hand 
which  passes  round  the  handles  of  the  scoops.  In  the 
figure  the  instrument  is  represented  as  it  is  sent 
down  and  hefore  it  reaches  tlie  hottom.  The  weight 
c  and  the  scoops  a  are  now  suspended  hy  the  rope  d, 
whose  ring  is  caught  hy  the  tumbler  hooks  b.  The 
elastic  ring  b  is  in  a  state  of  tension,  ready  to  draw 
together  the  scoop  handles  and  close  the  scoops,  but 
it  is  antagonized  hy  the  weight  c,  wliich,  pressing 
down  into  a  space  between  the  handles,  keeps  them 
asunder.  The  moment  the  scoops  are  driven  into  the 
ground  by  the  weight,  the  tension  on  the  rope  D  is 
relaxed,  the  tumblers  fall  and  release  the  ring,  and 
the  weight  falls  and  allows  the  elastic  band  to  close 
the  scoops  and  to  keep  them  closed  upon  whatever 
they  may  contain  ;  the  ro])c  u  slips  through  the 
Mcigbt,  and  the  closed  scoops  are  drawn  up  hy  the 
rope  F.  This  is  a  pretty  idea,  and  an  ingenious  and 
elegant  apparatus,  but  it  is  rather  complicate.  I 
have  never  seen  it  in  use,  hut  I  should  fear  that  the 
observer  might  often  be  thwarted  by  the  scoops  fall- 
ing in  a  wrong  direction,  or  by  pebbles  getting  into 
the  binges  and  preventing  their  closing  thoroughly. 
The  simpler  all  these  things  are  the  better. 

AVe  used  in  our  trip  in  the  '  Ligblning '  in  1808  an 
instrument  (I'ig.  11)  wliich  at  first  sight  scareely 
looks  promising  from  its  apparent  want  of  compact- 
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ness,  but  I  will  say  this  for  the 
'  Fitzgerald '  sounding  apparatus 
that  I  never  knew  it  fail ;  and 
we  were  obliged,  unfortunately 
for  ourselves,  to  try  it  fre- 
quently in  very  bad  weather 
and  under  most  unfavourable 
circumstances.  The  sounding- 
line  ends  in  a  loop  passing 
through  an  eye  in  the  centre  of 
a  bar  of  iron  f.  The  bar  ter- 
minates at  one  end  in  a  claw 
and  at  the  other  in  a  second 
eye,  to  which  a  chain  is  at- 
tached. A  scoop  A,  with  a 
sharp,  spade-like  lip,  is  fixed  to 
a  long  and  rather  heavy  iron 
rod  D,  witli  an  expanded  rudder- 
shaped  end  to  steady  it  in  pass- 
ing quickly  through  the  water, 
and  beneath  this  an  eye,  which 
fits  the  claw  of  the  bar  f.  A 
door  B  fits  the  scoop  to  which 
it  is  hinged,  and  it  is  also 
hinged  to  the  arm  c,  which, 
when  hehl  in  a  vertical  posi- 
tion, keeps  it  open.  The  arm  c 
is  attached  by  tlie  chain  to  the 
eye  in  the  bar  F,  and  the  arm  " 
and  chain  correspond  in  length 
to  the  rod  i>.  Two  teeth  e  e 
project  from  n,  and  on  these 
are  hung  a  heavy  weight.     The  ' 
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apparatus  is  so  adjusted,  that  when 
the  weight  is  attached  and  the  instru- 
ment hanging  ready  for  use,  as  repre- 
sented in  the  figure,  the  rod  F  main- 
tains a  horizontal  position.  When  the 
instrument  strikes  the  ground,  the 
tension  on  the  bar  f  is  relieved,  the 
weight  draws  the  rod  d  off  the  claw 
and  slips  off,  at  the  same  time  filling 
the  scoop.  When  hauling  up,  all  the 
instrument  tails  into  a  nearly  vertical 
line,  and  the  scoop  comes  up  full  in 
the  middle,  the  weight  of  d  keeping 
its  mouth  closed  up  against  its  lid. 

The  apparatus  used  during  the 
cruise  of  the  '  Porcupine,'  where 
sounding  was  carried  on  to  the  ut- 
most attainahle  accuracy  and  at  great 
depths,  was  a  somewhat  elaborate 
modification  of  Brooke's  sounding 
machine  which  had  been  previously 
'■  employed  by  Captain  Shortland  in 
the  voyage  of  H.M.S.  '  Hydra,'  sound- 
ing across  the  Arabian  Gulf,  prepara- 
tory to  laying  the  Indian  Cable. 

This  special  modification,  whicli  cer- 
tainly answered  remarkably  well,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  duo  entirely  to 
Mr.  Gibbs,  the  blacksmith  on  board 
the    vessel'     We    christened    it    the 


■  Sounding  Voyojje  of  H.M.S.  ■  ICydm,'  CnpUin 

P.  F.  ShorUand.  tKi;a     l»ubli«lii-.l  l.y  onlcr  oflho 

ii"f,»"     Lords  ComiaiM.  of  tho-Vdaiimltj.    London:  lH6y. 
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'  ITydra,'  in  recognition  of  ita  inventor  and  of  the 
vessel  in  which  it  was  first  used. 

The  axis  of  the  '  Hydra '  (I'ig-  42)  is  a  strong  brass 
tube,  which  unscrews  into  four  cliamhers.  The  three 
lowest  of  these  are  closed  above  by  conical  valves 
opening  upwards  but  not  fitting  absolutely  tightly,  so 
as  to  allow  a  little  water  to  pass ;  and  the  lowest 
chamber  B  is  closed  by  a  butterfly  valve  also  opening 
upwards.  The  upper  (fourth)  chamber  a  contains 
a  piston,  and  the  piston-rod  c  is  continued  upwards 
into  a  rod  which  ends  in  the  ring  to  which  the 
sounding-line  is  attached.  The  upper  chamber  in 
which  the  piston  works  has  a  large  hole  on  either 
side  about  the  middle  of  its  length,  and  a  small  hole 
passes  througli  the  piston  itself.  Projecting  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  rod  there  is  a  notched  tooth  D,  and 
over  the  tooth  passes  an  arclied  steel  spring,  with 
a  slit  which  allows  the  tooth  to  pass  through  its 
centre,  and  its  two  ends  fastened  moveably  to  the 
rod.  When  the  spring  is  forcibly  pushed  back,  it 
allows  the  tooth  with  its  notch  to  protinide  through 
the  central  slit.  The  weight  consists  of  three  or  four 
cylinders  of  iron  f,  toothed  and  notched  so  as  to  fit 
into  one  another  and  make  one  mass.  The  weight 
used  in  the  '  I'oicupine '  was  from  two  to  three 
hundredweight,  according  to  the  depth.  Tlie  weight 
is  suspended  by  an  iron  wire  sling  which  passes  over 
the  notched  tooth,  the  spring  having  been  pressed 
back.  The  weight  is  amply  sufficient  to  retain  the 
spring  in  that  position. 

The  figure  represents  the  instrument  prepared  to 
let  go,  the  whole  weight  suspended  from  the  ring  at 
!  top  of  the  piston-rod,  which  is  thus  fully  di'awn 
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out  of  its  cylinder.  As  the  instrument  runs  down  the 
water  passes  freely  througli  the  tube  and  valves,  and 
pours  out  by  the  holes  in  the  wall  of  the  cylinder. 
"When  it  touches  the  ground  the  piston  is  pulled 
down  by  the  weight,  but  its  progress  is  somewhat 
arrested  by  the  water  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
cylinder,  which  can  only  escape  slowly,  thus  giving 
the  weight  time  to  force  the  terminal  chamber  with 
the  butterfly  valves  into  the  ground.  The  weights 
then  rest  upon  the  bottom  and  relieve  the  spring 
which  throws  the  sling  off  the  tooth.  The  tube 
comes  up  free  with  all  the  valves  closed,  and  the  last 
chamber  filled  with  the  substance  of  the  bottom,  and 
the  other  chamber  with  bottom  water. 

In  the  skilful  hands  of  Captain  Calver  the  '  Hydra' 
never  once  failed,  and  from  tlie  great  weight  used  it 
is  admirably  suited  for  accurate  soundings  in  deep 
water ;  but  it  is  somewhat  complicated,  and  it  brings 
up  very  small  samples  of  the  bottom.  In  the  case  of 
the  cruise  of  the  '  Porcupine,'  where  the  large  dredge 
was  sent  down  at  almost  every  sounding-station,  this 
was  of  little  consequence;  but  where  dredging  is  im- 
practicable, and  all  information  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  bottom  must  be  got  from  soundings,  some  simple 
adaptation  of  the  '  Bull-dog'  scoops  or  the  Fitzgerald 
apparatus  would  certainly  have  a  great  advantage. 

During  the  cruise  of  the  '  Porcupine '  in  1869 
soundings  were  taken  with  the  utmost  care  at  ninety 
stations,  and  in  1870  at  sixty-seven  stations,  and  on 
every  occasion  the  operation  was  conducted  by  Capt. 
Calver  himself,  whose  great  experience  on  the  sur- 
veying  service  was  in  itself  a  guarantee  of  the  greatest 
possible  accuracy.     Captain  Calvpr  told  me  that  on 
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every  occasion,  even  at  the  greatest  depths,  he  felt 
distinctly  the  shock  of  the  arrest  of  the  wcio'bt  upon 
the  bottom  communicated  to  his  hand.  A  careful 
sounding  was  always  taken  immediately  before  letting 
go  the  dredge.  I  will  take  as  an  example  the  sound- 
ing which  determined  the  depth  of  the  deepest  haul 
of  the  dredge  yet  made,  in  2,435  fathoms  in  the  Bay 
of  Biscay  on  the  22nd  of  July,  1809,  and  describe 
the  modus  operandi. 

The  '  Porcupine '  was  provided  at  "Woolwich  with 
an  admirable  double  cylinder  donkey-engine  of  12- 
horse  power  (nominal),  placed  on  the  deck  amidships, 
with  a  couple  of  surging  drums.  This  little  engine 
was  the  comfort  of  our  lives;  nothing  could  exceed 
the  steadiness  of  its  working  and  the  ease  with  which 
its  speed  eould  be  regulated.  During  the  whole  ex- 
pedition it  brought  in  with  the  ordinary  drum,  the 
line,  whether  sounding-line  or  dredge-rope,  with 
almost  any  weight,  at  a  uniform  rate  of  a  foot  per 
second.  Once  or  twice  it  was  over-strained,  and  then 
we  pitied  the  willing  little  thing  panting  lilte  an  over- 
taxed horse ;  and  sometimes  we  put  on  a  small  drum 
for  very  hard  work,  gaining  thereby  additional  power 
at  some  expense  of  speed. 

Two  powerful  derricks  were  rigged  for  sounding 
and  dredging  operations,  one  over  the  stern  and  one 
over  the  port  bow.  The  bow  derrick  was  the  stronger, 
and  we  usually  found  it  the  more  convenient  to 
dredge  from.  Sounding  was  most  frequently  carried 
on  from  the  stern.  Both  derricks  were  provided  with 
accumulators,  accessory  pieces  of  apparatus  which 
we  found  of  great  value.  The  block  through  which 
the  sounding-line  or  dredging  rope  passed  was  not 
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attached  directly  to  the  derriirk,  but  to  a  rope  which 
passed  through  an  eye  at  the  ead  of  the  spar,  and 
was  fixed  to  a  '  hitt '  on  the  deck.  On  a  bight  of 
this  roi)e  between  the  block  and  the  '  bitt '  the  accu- 
mulator was  lashed.  This  consists  of  thirty  or  forty 
or  mare  of  Hodge's  vulcanized  india-rubber  springs 
fastened  together  at  the  two  extremities,  and  kept 
free  from  one  another  by  being  passed  through 
holes  in  two  round  wooden  ends  like  the  heads  of 
churn-staves.  The  loop  of  the  rope  is  made  long 
enough  to  permit  the  acenmulatorto  stretch  to  double 
or  treble  its  length,  but  it  is  arrested  far  within  its 
breaking  point.  The  accumulator  is  valuable  in  the 
first  place  as  indicating  roughly  the  amount  of  strain 
upon  the  line;  and  in  order  that  it  may  do  so  with 
some  degree  of  accuracy  it  is  so  arranged  as  to  play 
along  the  derrick,  which  is  graduated  from  trial  to 
the  number  of  cwts.  of  strain  indicated  by  the  greater 
or  less  extension  of  the  accumulator ;  but  its  more 
important  function  is  to  take  off  the  suddenness  of 
the  strain  on  the  line  when  tlie  vessel  is  pitching. 
The  friction  of  one  or  two  miles  of  cord  in  tJie  water 
is  so  great  as  to  prevent  its  yielding  freely  to  a  sudden 
jerk  such  as  that  given  to  the  attached  end  when  the 
vessel  rises  to  a  sea,  and  the  line  is  apt  to  snap.  A 
letting-go  frame  like  that  used  on  board  the  '  Hydra,' 
a  board  with  a  slit  tlirnugb  which  the  free  end  of  the 
sounding  machine  passed,  and  which  supported  the 
weights  while  the  iustruiueut  was  being  prepared,  was 
fitted  under  the  stern  derrick.  The  sounding  instru- 
ment was  the  '  Hydra,'  weighted  with  33C  lbs.  The 
Bouuding-liue  was  wound  aToidships  just  abaft  the 
donkey-engine  on  a  large  strong  reel,  its  revolution 
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commanded  by  a  brake.  The  reel  held  about  4,000 
fathoms  of  medium  No.  2  line  of  the  best  Italian 
hemp,  the  No.  of  threads  18,  the  weight  per  100 
fathoms  12  lbs.  8  ozs.,  the  circumference  0'8  inch,  and 
the  breaking  strain,  dry,  1,402  lbs.,  soaked  a  day 
1,211  lbs.,  marked  for  60, 100,  and  1,000  fathoms. 

The  weather  was  remarkably  clear  and  fine  ;  the 
wind  from  the  north-west,  force  =  4 ;  the  sea  mode- 
rate, with  a  slight  swell  from  the  north-west.  We 
were  in  lat.  47°  38'  N.,  long.  12°  08'  W.,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  about  200  miles  to  the 
west  of  Ushant.  The  sounding  instrument,  with  two 
Miller-Casella  thermometers  and  a  water  bottle 
attached  a  fathom  or  two  above  it,  was  cast  off  the 
letting-go  frame  at  2h.  44m.  208.  p.m.  The  line  was 
run  off  by  hand  from  the  reel  and  given  to  the 
weight  as  fast  as  it  would  take  it,  so  that  there  might 
not  be  the  slightest  check  or  strain.  The  following 
table  gives  the  absolute  rate  of  descent : — 
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In  this  case  the  timing  was  only  yaluable  as  cor- 
roborating other  evidence  of  tlio  accuracy  of  the 
sounding,  for  even  at  this  great  depth,  nearly  three 
miles,  the  shock  of  the  arrest  of  the  weight  at  the 
bottom  was  distinctly  perceptible  to  the  commander, 
who  passed  the  line  through  his  hand  during  the 
descent.  This  was  probably  the  deepest  sounding 
which  had  been  taken  up  to  that  time  which  was 
perfectly  reliable.  It  was  taken  under  unusually 
favourable  conditions  of  weather,  with  the  most 
perfect  appliances,  and  with  consummato  skill.  The 
whole  time  oceupied  in  descent  was  33  minutes 
35  seconds ;  and  in  heaving  up,  2  hours  2  minutes. 
The  cylinder  of  the  sounding  apparatus  came  up 
filled  with  fine  grey  Atlantic  ooze,  containing  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  fresh  shells  of  Globigerina. 
■  The  two  Miller-Casella  thermometers  registered  a 
minimum  temperature  of  2°  "5  C. 

Various  attempts  have  been  made  to  devise  an 
instrument  which  should  determine  accurately  the 
amount  of  vertical  descent  of  the  lead  by  self-regis- 
tering machinery.  The  most  successful  apparatus  for 
this  purpose,  and  the  one  most  in  use,  is  'Massey's 
sounding-machine*  This  instrument,  in  its  latest  and 
most  improved  form,  to  be  used  with  the  common 
lead,  is  shown  in  Fig.  43.  Two  thimbles  f  f  pass 
through  the  two  ends  of  the  heavy  oval  brass  shield 
A  A ;  to  the  upper  of  these  the  sounding-line  is 
attached,  and  lo  the  lower  the  weight  at  aliout  half 
a  fathom  from  the  machine.  A  set  of  four  brass 
vanes  or  Avings  b  are  soldered  obliquely  to  an  axis 
in  such  a  position  that  as  the  machine  descends  the 
axis  revolves  by  the  pressure  of  the  water  against 
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the  vanes.  The  revolving  axis  communicates  its 
motion  to  the  indices  on  the  dial-plate  c,  whicli  are 
80  adjusted  that  the  index  on  the  right-hand  dial 
through    a    division    for    every    fathom    of 


vertical  descent,  whether  quick  or  slow,  and  makes 
an  entire  revolution  for  15  fathoms,  while  the  left- 
hand  index  passes  through  a  division  on  the  circle  for 
15  fathoms,  and  makes  an  fcntire  revolution  during 
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a  descent  of  225  fathoms.  Where  greater  depths 
are  required  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  another 
dial  and  index.  This  sounding  instrument  answers 
very  well  in  moderately  deep  water,  and  is  extremely 
valuable  for  checking  soundings  by  the  ordinary 
method,  where  deep  currents  are  suspected,  as  it 
ought  to  register  vertical  descent  only.  It  is  not 
satisfactory  in  verj'  deep  water,  and  its  uncertainty 
is  shared  apparently  hy  all  instruments  involving 
metal  wheel-work.  It  is  difficult  to  tell  the  reason. 
The  machinery  seems  to  get  jammed  in  some  way 
under  the  enormous  pressure  of  the  water. 

The  '  IVIassey's  sounding-machine  '  in  common  use 
is  somewhat  different  from  the  '  shield '  instrument 
described  and  figured  abova  It  is  constructed  on 
precisely  the  same  principle,  but  it  is  bolted  to  a 
special  form  of  sounding  lead,  and  is  thus  somewhat 
more  cumbrous. 

Besides  the  increasing  attention  which  has  been 
paid  of  late  years  to  all  subjects  of  scientific  interest, 
and  especially  to  those  connected  with  physical  geo- 
graphy, the  conditions  of  the  depths  of  the  sea,  the 
nature  of  the  bottom,  the  force  and  direction  of  deep 
currents,  the  temperature  at  great  depths,  and,  in 
fact,  all  the  conditions  affecting  the  sea  bottom, 
have  lately  acquired  great  practical  importance  in 
connection  with  telegraphic  communication  by  ocean 
cables. 

The  Atlantic  Ocean,  witli  the  accessible  portions 
of  the  Arctic  Sea,  has  naturally,  from  the  relation  in 
which  it  stands  to  the  first  maritime  and  commercial 
nations  of  the  present  period,  been  the  most  carefully 
surveyed;  and  as  it  appears  to  contuin  dcptiis  nearly 
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if  not  quite  as  great  as  any  to  be  found  in  the  other 
ocean  basins,  it  may  probably  be  taken  as  a  fair 
example  of  ordinary  conditions.  It  is  open  from 
pole  to  pole,  and  thus  participates  in  all  conditions 
of  climate,  and  it  communicates  freely  with  the 
other  seas.  We  bave  still  but  scanty  information 
about  the  beds  of  tbe  Indian,  the  Antarctic,  and  the 
Pacific  oceans,  but  the  few  observations  which  have 
hitherto  reached  us  seem  to  indicate  that  neither  is 
tbe  depth  extreme  in  these  seas,  nor  does  the  nature 
of  the  bottom  differ  greatly  from  what  we  find  nearer 
home.  "  Tbe  Mediterranean  —  a  closed  cul-de-sac 
almost  Cttt  off  from  the  general  ocean — is  under 
most  peculiar  circumstances,  which  will  he  discussed 
hereafter.  The  general  result  to  which  we  are  led 
by  the  careful  and  systematic  deep-sea  soundings 
which  have  been  undertaken  of  late  years  by  our 
own  Admiralty  and  by  the  American  and  Swedish 
Governments,  is  that  the  depth  of  tbe  sea  is  not  so 
great  as  was  at  one  time  supposed.  I  have  already 
mentioned  that  in  some  of  the  earlier  sounding  expe- 
ditions enormous  depths  were  registered  from  various 
parts  of  the  Atlantic,  and  I  have  also  mentioned  the 
reasons,  depending  chiefly  upon  defective  appliances, 
why  many  of  these  soundings  are  now  considered  un- 
trustworthy. Lieutenant  Berryman  of  the  U.S.  brig 
'  Dolphin,'  reported  4,680  fathoms  (27,480  feet),  equal 
to  the  height  of  Dwalagiri,  in  lat.  41°  7'  N.,  long. 
49°  23'  W.,  half-way  between  New  York  and  the 
Afores;  'no  bottom'  at  4,920  fathoms  (29,520  feet), 
deeper  than  the  height  of  Deodunga,  the  highest 
peak  in  the  world,  in  lat.  38°  3'  N.,  long.  67°  14'  W. ; 
and   '  no  bottom  '   at  6,600   fathoms  (39.600  feet), 
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lat.  32"  55'  N.,  long.  -iT  58'  "W.,  indicating  a  chasm 
between  tlie  coast  of  America  and  the  Western 
Islands,  whicli  might  easily  engulph  the  whole  range 
of  the  Himalayas.  TliJs  space  probahly  represents 
the  deepest  part  of  the  North  Atlantic ;  but  there  is 
little  doubt  that  these  depths  are  greatly  exagge- 
rated. Tile  average  depth  of  the  ocean  bed  does  not 
appear  to  be  much  more  than  2,000  fatlioms  (12,000 
feet),  about  equal  to  the  moan  height  of  the  elevated 
table  lands  of  Asia. 

The  thin  shell  of  water  whicli  covers  so  much  of 
tlie  face  of  the  eartli  occupies  all  the  broad  general 
depressions  in  its  crust,  and  it  is  only  limited  and 
more  abrupt  prominences  which  project  above  its 
surface  as  masses  of  land  witJi  their  crowning  pla- 
teaux and  mountain  ranges.  The  Atlantic  Ocean 
covers  30,000,000  of  square  miles  and  the  Arctic  Sea 
3,000,000,  and  taken  together  they  almost  exactly 
equal  tlie  united  areas  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa 
— the  whole  of  the  old  world;  and  yet  there  seem 
to  be  few  depressions  in  its  hed  to  a  greater  depth, 
than  15,000  or  20,000  feet— a  little  more  than  tho 
height  of  Mont  Bhine — and  except  in  llie  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  sliores  there  is  only  one  very 
marked  mass  of  mountains,  tlie  volcanic  group  of 
the  Ajores. 

The  central  and  southern  parts  of  the  Atlantic 
appear  to  be  an  old  depression,  probably  at  all  event! 
coajval  with  the  deposition  of  the  Jurassic  forma- 
tions of  Europe,  and  tlirougbout  these  lor 
the  tendency  of  tliat  great  body  of  water  has  no 
ouht  been  to  ameliorate  the  outlines,  softening  down 
.isperities  by  the  disintegrating  action  of  its  ware 


ii 


CHAP,  v.]  DEEP.,^BA  :^OUNDTXO.  229 

and  currents,  and  filling  up  hollows  by  drifting  about 
and  distributing  their  materials. 

The  first  careful  surveya  of  the  Atlantic,  in  which 
great  depths  were  determined  with  considerable  accu- 
racy, are  the  cruises  of  Lieut. -Commanding  Lee,  in 
the  U.S.  brig  *  Dolphin '  (1851-52),  and  of  Lieut.- 
Coramanding  O.  II.  Berryman,  in  the  same  vessel 
in  1852-53  ;  but  the  sounding  voyage  in  which 
modem  appliances  were  first  employed  with  perfect 
accuracy  with  a  practical  object  was  that  of  Lieu- 
tenant Berryman  in  1856,  in  the  U.S.  steamer 
'  Arctic,'  in  which  twenty-four  deep-sea  soundings 
were  taken  with  the  Brooke's  and  Massey's  sounding 
machines  on  a  great  circle  between  St.  John's,  New- 
foundland, and  Valentia  in  Ireland,  with  a  view 
to  the  laying  of  the  first  cable.  The  same  ground 
was  gone  over  by  Lieutenant  Dayman,  in  H.M.S. 
•Cyclops,'  in  June  and  July,  1857,  and  thirty-four 
soundings  were  taken,  the  depth  being  estimated  by 
Massey's  sounding-machine  and  a  modification  of 
Brooke's  machine  already  described.  The  next  im- 
portant sounding  expedition  was  that  of  Commander 
Dayman,  in  H.M.S.  '  Gorgon,'  from  Newfoundland 
to  the  Azores,  and  thence  to  England.  The  depths 
were  taken  in  this  case  with  a  lead  usually  188  lbs. 
in  weight  which  was  lost  at  each  cast,  and  alba- 
core  line  with  a  breaking  strain  of  420  lbs.  Only 
on  one  occasion,  about  a  third  of  the  way  from  the 
A90res  to  England,  a  cup-lead  was  let  go,  attached 
to  a  stronger  line,  in  1,900  fathoms,  and  came  up 
half  filled  with  grey  ooze. 

Another  route  for  a  telegraph  cable  having  been  pro- 
posed, H.M.S.  'Bull-dog'  started  in  July,  18G0,  under 
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the  command  of  Captain  Sir  Leopold  M'Clintock,  and 
took  depths  hetween  the  Fiitroe  Islands  and  Iceland, 
and  thence  to  Greenland  and  Labrador.  The  sound- 
ings were  taken  tirst  by  cod-line  and  an  iron  sinker 
of  about  1  cfft.,  the  line  and  sinker  being  cut  off  at 
each  operation ;  and  the  soundini,'  was  then  usually 
repeated  with  the  *  Bull-dog'  sounding-machine,  with 
which  large  samples  of  the  bottom  were  procured. 
A  diary  of  this  voyage  was  kept  by  Dr.  Waliich, 
Naturalist  to  the  Expedition,  and  was  afterwards 
published  by  him  as  part  of  tbe  extremely  important 
memoir  ou  the  North  Atlantic  sea-bed,  to  which 
I  have  already  referred.  Some  furtlier  questions 
having  arisen  as  to  the  best  line  to  be  taken  hy 
an  Atlantic  telegraph  cable,  Captain  Hoskyn,  B.N., 
was  despatched  in  the  '  Porcupine '  to  examine  the 
curious  dip  from  550  to  1,750  fathoms,  described 
by  Captain  Dayman  in  1857  as  occurring  about  170 
miles  west  of  Valentia.  One  important  result  of  this 
cruise  was  the  discovery  of  the  '  Porcupiue '  Bank, 
about  120  mUes  west  from  tialway  Bay,  with  a  mini- 
mum depth  of  82  fathoms. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1868  RM.S. 
'  Gannet,'  Commander  W.  Chimmo,  R.N.,  was 
ordered  hy  the  Admiralty  to  define  during  her 
homeward  voyage  from  tbe  West  India  Station 
the  northern  limits  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  to 
take  deep  soundings  and  temperatures.  Tliirteen 
soundings  were  taken  with  tbe  Brooke's  machine 
over  an  area  of  upwards  of  10,000  square  miles 
from  Sable  Island  (lat.  4:r  20'  N.,  long.  00"  M*.),  at 
dcptlis  varying  from  HO  to  2,700  fathoms. 

For   many   y('.^^s  past  Ihc  Amerii-nn  (invernment 
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have  been  prosecuting  a  moat  careful  and  elaborate 
surrey  of  their  coast-line;    and  latterly  the  Coast 
Surrey,  under  the  late  Professor  Bache  and  the  pre- 
sent energetic  head  of  the  Bureau,  Professor  Pierce, 
has  pushed  its  operations  into  deep  water,  particu- 
larly in  the  Gulf-stream  region  north-westwards  of 
the   Strait   of   Florida.     Dredging  operations   have 
been  conducted  most  successfully  under  Count  Pour- 
tales,  and  it  will  be  seen  hereafter  that  his  results 
are  a  valuable  complement  and  corroboration  of  our 
own.     The  Swedish  Government  has  twice  executed 
careful  soundings  in  the  sea  between  Spitzbergen  and 
Greenland  and  to  the  south-west  of  Spitzbergen ;  in 
1860   under  the  direction  of  Otto  Thorell,  and  in 
1868  through  the  Swedish  Arctic  Exploring  Expe- 
dition under  Captain  Count  von  Otter  of  the  Royal 
Swedish   steamer   '  Sophia.'     In   1869   the  Swedish 
corvette  'Josephine'   sounded  and  dredged  in  the 
North  Atlantic,  taking   soundings  to  the  depth  of 
upwards  of  3,000  fathoms,  and  discovered  tlie  '  Jose- 
phine Bank,*  with  a  minimum  depth  of  102  fathoms, 
in  lat.  36°  45'  N.,  long.  14.°  10'  W.  to  the  north-west 
of  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar.    The  North-German  Polar 
expeditions  greatly  increased  our  knowledge  of  the 
Spitzbergen  and  the  Greenland  Seas;    and   finally, 
on   December   20th,   1870,   the    American    nautical 
school-ship  '  Mercury,'  Captain  P.  Giraud,  crossed  the 
Tropical  Atlantic  to  Sierra  Leone,  which  she  reached 
on   the   14th   of  February,   1871.     She  left   Sierra 
Leone  on  February  21st,  and  soundings  and  other 
observations  were  continued  till  she  reached  Havan- 
nah  on  the  13th  of  April,    The  object  of  this  ex- 
pedition   and    the  character   of   the   observers  are 
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singular  and  instructive.  It  seems  that  the  '  Mer- 
cury '  is  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  Commissioners 
in  charge  of  the  hospitals  and  prisons  of  New  York, 
and  it  is  employed  for  the  purpose  of  training  boys, 
committed  by  the  magistrates  for  vagrancy  and  slight 
misdemeanours,  to  become  thorough  seamen.  One 
important  part  of  the  training  in  this  ship  is  that 
she  makes  long  cruises,  and  the  boys  are  thus  fitted 
quickly  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  na\-y  or  the 
mercantile  marine.  In  the  present  cruise  the  Com- 
missioners desiring  to  promote  the  education  of  the 
lads  and  to  advance  the  interests  of  science  as  much 
as  lay  in  their  power,  instructed  the  captain  to  obtain 
a  aeries  of  soundings  on  the  line  of  or  near  the 
equator  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Amazon,  and  to  observe  the  set  of  the  surface  currents 
and  the  temperature  of  the  water  at  various  depths. 

The  Commissioners  report  most  favourably  of  this 
mode  of  training,  whicli  is  now  being  so  generally 
adopted  in  this  country.  For  such  boys  the  adven- 
turous life  has  a  special  charm,  and,  "  instead  of 
growing  up  to  be  a  curse  to  the  community,  they 
are  made  into  valuable  men."  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  scapegraces  were  sent  out  on  this  voyage,  and 
on  the  return  of  the  ship,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
captain  100  of  these  were  capable  of  discharging  tho 
duties  of  ordinary  seamen. 

Brooke's  detaching  sounding  apparatus  was  used 
in  the  '  Mercury,'  and  in  the  report  of  the  scientific 
results  of  the  voyage,  which  was  drawn  out  by  Pro- 
fessor Henry  Draper  of  New  York,  a  diagram  of  the 
bed  of  the  Atlantic  at  the  twelftli  parallel  is  intro- 
duced, based  on  iiftecn  soundings.     It  shows  that, 
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"parting  from  the  African  coast,  the  bed  of  the 
ocean  sinks  very  rapidly.  A  couple  of  degrees  west 
of  the  longitude  of  Cape  Verde  the  soundings  are 
2,900  fathoms.  From  this  point  the  mean  depth 
across  the  ocean  may  be  estimated  at  about  2,400 
fathoms,  but  from  this  there  are  two  striking 
departures — first,  a  depression,  the  depth  of  which 
is  3,100  fathoms ;  and,  second,  an  elevation,  at  which 
the  soundings  are  only  1,900,  the  general  result  of 
this  being  a  deep  trough  on  the  African  side  and  a 
narrower  and  shallower  trough  on  the  American." ' 

Referring  to  the  chart  (PI.  VII.),  in  which  the 
greater  depths  are  indicated  by  the  deeper  shades  of 
blue,  a  shade  to  every  1,000  fathoms ;  in  the  Arctic 
Sea  there  is  deep  water  ranging  to  1,500  fathoms  to 
the  west  and  south-ivest  of  Spitzbergen.  Extending 
from  the  coast  of  Norway  and  including  Iceland,  the 
Fseroe  Islands,  Shetland  and  Orkney,  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  bed  of  the  North  Sea  to  the 
coast  of  Trance,  there  is  a  wide  plateau  on  which  the 
depth  rarely  reaches  500  fathoms,  but  to  the  west  of 
Iceland  and  communicating  doubtless  with  the  deep 
water  in  the  Spitzbergen  Sea  a  trough  500  miles  wide 
and  in  some  places  nearly  2,000  fathoms  deep, 
curves  along  the  east  coast  of  Greenland.  This  is 
the  path  of  one  of  the  great  Arctic  return  currents. 

•  Cruiee  of  tlie  School-ahip  '  Mercury '  in  the  Tropical  Atlantic,  with 
a  Report  to  the  CommiBaionera  of  Public  Charities  and  Correction  of 
the  City  of  New  York  on  the  Chemical  and  Physical  Facts  collected 
from  the  Deep-Sea  Kesearehes  made  during  the  Voyage  of  the  Nautical 
School-ship  '  Mercury,'  undertaken  in  the  Tropical  Atlantic  and  Carib- 
bean Sea,  1870-71.  By  Henry  Draper,  M.D.,  ProfesBor  of  Analytical 
Cfaemiatry  and  Physiology  in  the  University  of  New  York.  Abstracted 
in  Mature,  vol.  v.  p.  .124. 
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After  sloping  gradually  to  a  depth  of  600  fathoms 
to  the  westward  of  the  coast  of  Ireland  in  lat.  52°  N., 
the  bottom  suddenly  dips  to  1,700  fathoms  at  the 
rate  of  about  fifteen  to  nineteen  feet  in  the  100 ; 
and  from  tliis  point  to  within  about  200  miles  of 
the  coast  of  Newfoundland  when  it  begins  to  shoal 
again,  there  is  a  vast  undulating  submarine  plain, 
averaging  about  2,000  fathoms  in  depth  below  the 
surface — the  'telegraph  plateau.' 

A  valley  about  500  miles  wide,  and  with  a  mean 
depth  of  2,500  fathoms,  stretches  from  off  the  south- 
west coast  of  Ireland,  along  the  coast  of  Europe, 
dipping  into  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  past  the  Strait  of 
Gibraltar,  and  along  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  Oppo- 
site the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  it  seems  to  merge  into 
a  slightly  deeper  trough,  which  occupies  the  axis  of 
the  South  Atlantic  and  passes  into  the  Antarctic  Sea. 
A  nearly  similar  valley  curves  round  the  coast  of 
North  America,  about  2,000  fathoms  in  depth  off 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  and  becoming  consider- 
ably deeper  to  the  sonthward ;  where  it  follows  the 
outline  of  the  coast  of  the  States  and  the  Bahamas 
•and  AVindward  Islands,  and  finally  joins  the  central 
trough  of  the  South  Atlantic  off  the  coast  of  Brazil, 
with  a  depth  of  2,500  fathoms.  A  wide  nearly  level 
elevated  tract  with  a  mean  depth  below  the  surface 
of  1,500  fathoms,  nearly  equal  in  area  to  the  con- 
tinent of  Africa,  extends  southwards  from  Iceland  as 
far  as  the  20th  parallel  of  north  latitude.  This 
plateau  culminates  at  the  parallel  of  iO"  north 
latitude  in  the  volcanic  group  of  the  A5ores.  Pico, 
the  highest  point  of  the  A9ore8,  is  7,013  feet  (l.SOl 
fothoms)  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  which  gives  from 
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the  level  of  the  plateau  a  height  of  16,206  feet  (2,701 
fathoms),  a  little  more  than  the  height  of  Moat 
Blanc  above  the  sea-level. 

Accurate  soundings  are  as  yet  much  too  distant 
to  justify  anything  like  a  detailed  contour  map  of  the 
bed  of  the  Atlantic,  and  such  a  sketcii  as  the  one 
here  given  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  first  rough 
draft.  Nothing,  however,  can  give  a  more  erroneous 
or  exaggerated  conception  of  its  outline  than  the 
ideal  section  in  Captain  Maury's  '  Physical  Geo- 
graphy of  the  Sea,'  although  it  ia  in  a  certain  sense 
correct. 

According  to  our  present  information,  we  must 
regard  tlie  Atlantic  Ocean  as  covering  a  vast  region 
of  wide  shallow  valleys  and  undulating  plains,  with 
a  few  groups  of  volcanic  mountains,  insignificant 
both  in  height  and  extent,  when  we  consider  the 
enormous  area  of  the  ocean  bed. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


IJEICP-SEA    DREDGING. 

The  NalaralUfa  Dredge.— 0,  I-\  Miiller,— Ball's  DieJge.— DreJ^-ing 
■t  modarnte  DoptliB. — The  Dredge- rope. — Ilreilging  in  Deep 
Water, — Tlie  ■  Hempen  Tunglus.'^ — Dredging  on  Board  tlio  'Pofcu- 
pine.' — The  Sieves. — The  Dredger's  Note-book. — The  Dredging 
Coramittus  of  the  J^tish  Assoeiation. — DredKing  on  t!ie  C'dbsI  of 
Britain. — Dredging  abroad.^Hwtory  of  the  Pmgross  of  Know- 
ledge of  Ibe  Abyssal  Fauns. 

AtTBN'Dix  A. — One  of  the  Dredging  l*dp«re  isaned  by  the  BritUli 
Association  Committee,  filled  up  by  Mr.  MacAndrow. 

(7p  to  the  middle  of  last  century  the  Httle  tbat 
was  known  of  ths  inhabitants  of  the  bottom  of  the 
sea  beyond  low- water  mark,  seems  to  liave  been 
gathered  almost  entirely  from  the  few  objects  foiled 
thrown  upon  the  hcaeb  from  time  to  time  after 
storms,  and  from  chance  captures  on  lead-lines,  and 
by  fisliermen  on  their  long  lines  and  in  trawls  and 
oyster  and  clam  dredges.  Kven  these  precarious 
sources  of  iufortnation  could  not  be  used  to  the 
utmost,  for  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  induce  fisher- 
men to  bring  ashore  anything  excejit  the  regular 
objects  of  their  industry.  Even  now  the  schoolmaster 
has  scarcely  made  May  enough  to  eradicate  old  pre- 
judices. Fishermen  are  often  so  absolutely  ignorant 
of  the  nature  of  these  cxtrnncous  anituuls,  that  it 
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is  conceivable  to  them  that  they  may  be  devils  of 
some  kind  which  may  have  the  power  in  some  occult 
way  of  influencing  them  and  the  results  of  their 
fishing.  I  believe,  however,  that  with  the  progress 
of  education  this  notion  is  dying  out  in  most  places, 
and  that  now  fewer  rarities  and  novelties  are  lost 
because  it  is  '  unlucky '  to  keep  them  in  the  boat. 

The  naturalist's  dredge  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  systematically  used  for  investigating  the  fauna 
of  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  until  it  was  employed  by 
Otho  Frederick  Miiller  in  the  researches  which 
afforded  material  for  the  publication  in  1779  of  his 
admirable  "Descriptions  and  History  of  the  rarer  and 
less  known  Animals  of  Denmark  and  Norway."  In 
the  preface  to  the  first  volume  MuUer  gives  a  quaint 
account  of  his  machinery  and  mode  of  working  which 
it  is  pleasant  to  read. 

The  first  paragraph  quoted  gives  a  description  of  a 
dredge  not  very  unlike  that  used  by  Ball  and  Forbes 
(Fig.  44),  only  the  mouth  of  the  dredge  seems  to 
have  been  square,  a  modification  of  the  ordinary 
form  which  we  find  useful  for  some  purposes  still, 
but  in  most  cases  it  gives  fatal  facilities  for  '  wash- 
ing out '  in  the  process  of  haulini*  in. 

"  Praecipuum  instrumentum,  quo  fundi  maris  et 
sinuum  incolas  extrabere  conabar,  erat  Sacculus  re- 
ticularis, ex  funiculis  cannabinis  concinnatus,  mar- 
gine  aperturae  alligatusla  minis  quatuor  ferreis  ora 
exteriori  acutis,  vlnam  longis,  quatuor  vncias  latis, 
et  in  quadratum  dispositis.  Angulis  laminarum  ex- 
surgebant  quatuor  bacilli  ferrei,  altera  extremitate  in 
annulum  liberum  iuncti.  Euic  annectitur  funis  du- 
ccittarum  et  plurium  orgyarum  longitudine.     Saccus 
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mari  immissus  pondere  ferrei  apparatus  fundam 
plerumque  petit,  iuterdum  diuersorum  et  contra- 
riorum  saepe  flmninum  maris  inferiorum  aduersa 
actione  molequc  ipsius  funis  plurium  orgyarum  in 
via  retineri,  nee  fundiini  attingere  crcditur." 

The  figure  of  this  first  'naturalist's  dredge'  is 
taken  from  an  ornamental  scroll  on  the  title-page 
of  Mliller's  book. 

"  Fundo  iniacens  ope  remorum  aut  venti  modici 
trahitur,  donee  tractum  quendam  quaeuis  obuia  exci- 
piendo  eonfecerit.  In  cynibam  denique  retraliitur  spe 
et  labore,  at  opera  et  oleum  saepe  perditur,  nubesque 
pro  lunone  captatur,  vel  enim  totus  argilla  fumante 
aut  limo  foetente,  aut  meris  silicibus,  aut  testaceorum 
et  coralliorum  emortuorum  quisquiliis  impletur,  vel 
saxis  praeniptis  et  latebrosis  cautibus  implicitus 
horarum  interuallo  vel  in  perpetuum  omnia  esperi- 
entis  retrabendi  inuenta  frustrat ;  interdum  quidem 
vnum  et  alterum  molluaciim,  helminlkicttm,  aut  fes- 
taceum  minus  notum  in  dulce  laborum  lenimcn 
reportat."  Miiller  graphically  describes  the  difficul- 
ties which  ho  encountered  in  carrying  on  his  work. 
The  paucity  of  animal  life  on  the  Scandinavian  coasts ; 
the  wild  and  variable  climate,  "  aeris  intemperies, 
marisque  in  sinubus  et  oris  maritimis  Norvegiae 
ineonstantia  adeo  pracpropera  et  praepostera,  vt  aUr 
calidissimus  vix  minutorum  interuallo  in  frigidum, 
tempestas  serena  in  horridam,  malacia  infida  in  aestu 
fcrvcatempelagunihaud  niromutetur."  Still  nothing 
can  quell  the  energy  of  the  enthusiastic  old  nnturallst, 
who  looks  upon  all  bis  hardship;;  as  part  of  the  day's 
work  :  "  Itauc  mutationem  saepius  cum  vitac  perieulo 
ct    sanitatis   dispendio    cxiHTtus    sum,    nfc    tnmen. 
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membra  licet  fractus,  animum  demisi,  nee  ali  ineepto 
desistere  potui.  Discant  dehinc  historiae  naturalis 
scituli,  rariora  naturae  absque  indei'esso  labore  nee 

I  comparari,  nee  iuste  nosci,"  '  It  does  not  appear, 
bowcver,  that  Otho  Frederick  MiiUer  dredged  much 
beyond  thirty  fathoms,  and  in  his  day  the  knowledge 
of  marine  animals  was  not  sufficiently  advanced  to 

,  warrant  any  generalization  as 

I  to  their  bathymetrical  distri- 

f  bution. 

The  instrument  usually  em- 
ployed in  this  and  other 
northern  countries  for  dredg- 

I  ing   oysters   and    clams   is   a 

I  light  frame  of  iron  about  five 
feet  long  by  a  foot  or  so  in 
width  at  the  mouth,  witli  .1 
scraper  like  a  narrow  hoe  on 

I  one  side,   and   a    suspending 

[  apparatus  of    thin  iron  bars 

I  which  meet  in  an  iron  ring  for 
the  attachment  of  the  dredge 

I  rope    on    the    other.      From 

'  the  frame  is  suspended  a  bag  '''"'Vwi^"  ru,1;5o. "  "' 
about  two   feet   in   depth,  of 

iron  chain  netting,  or  of  wide-meshed  hempen  cord 
netting,  or  of  a  mixture  of  both.  Naturalist  dredgers 
at  first  used  the  oyster  dredge,  and  all  the  different 
dredges  now  in  use  are  modifications  of  it  in  one 

I  direction  or  in  another ;  for  in  its  simplicity  it  is  not 


'  Zoolo^a  Daoioa.     Sct  Animalivni  Doniae  ct  Norvegioc  i 
ic  minva  notorvm  Descriptioues  ot  Hiatoria.    Avctore  Othone  FriUerico 
iMiiller.     Hnvniac,  1788. 
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suitable  for  scientific  purposes.  Tiie  oyster  dredge 
has  a  scraper  only  on  one  side.  In  the  skilled  hands 
of  the  fishermen  this  is  no  disadvantage,  for  it  is 
always  sent  down  in  such  a  way  that  it  falls  face 
foremost,  hut  philosophers  using  it  in  deep  water 
very  generally  found  that 
whether  from  elumsinesii 
or  from  want  of  sufficient 
practice,  they  had  got  the 
dredge  down  on  its  back, 
and  of  course  it  came 
141  empty.  Again,  oyster 
dredgers  ai*c  only  allowed 
to  take  oysters  of  a  certain 
size,  and  the  meshing  of 
tiie  commercial  dredge  is 
so  contrived  as  to  allow 
all  bodies  under  a  certain 
considerable  size  to  pass 
through.  This  defeats  the 
object  of  the  naturalist ; 
for  some  of  the  prizes 
to  which  he  attaches  the 
highest  value  are  mites  of 
things  scarcely  visible  to 
the  unaided  eye. 

Tlie  remedy  for  these  de- 
fects is  to  have  a  scraper 
on  eacU  side,  with  the  arms  attached  in  such  a  way 
that  one  or  other  of  the  scrapers  must  reach  the 
grouTid  in  whatever  position  the  dredge  may  fall ;  and 
to  have  the  hag  deeper  in  proportion  to  the  size  of 
the  frame,  and  of  ii  niatprial  which  is  onlv  suffielently 
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open  to  allow  the  water  to  pass  freely  through,  with 
the  openings  so  distributed  as  to  leave  a  part  of  the 
bag  close  enough  to  bring  up  the  finest  mud. 

The  late  Dr.  Robert  Ball  of  Dublin  devised  the 
modification  which  has  since  been  used  almost  uni- 
versally by  naturalists  in  this  country  and  abroad 
under  the  name  of  '  Ball's  Dredge'  (Fig.  45).  The 
dredges  on  this  pattern  used  in  Britain  for  ten 
years  after  their  first  introduction  about  the  year 
1838,  were  usually  small  and  rather  heavy — not 
more  than  from  twelve  to  fifteen  inches  in  length 
by  four  or  four  and  a  half  inches  in  width  at  the 
mouth.  There  were  two  scrapers  the  length  of  the 
dredge-frame,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches 
wide,  set  at  an  angle  of  about  110°  to  the  plane 
of  the  dredge's  mouth,  so  that  when  the  dredge 
was  gently  hauled  along  it  took  hold  of  the  ground 
and  secured  anything  loose  on  its  surface.  I  have 
seen  Dr.  Ball  scatter  pence  on  the  drawing-room 
floor  and  pick  them  up  quite  dexterously  with 
the  dredge  drawn  along  in  the  ordinary  dredging 
position. 

Latterly  we  have  used  Ball's  dredges  of  consider- 
ably larger  size.  Perhaps  the  most  convenient  form 
and  size  for  dredging  from  a  row-boat  or  a  yawl  at 
depths  under  a  hundred  fathoms  is  that  represented 
by  Fig.  43.  The  frame  is  eighteen  inches  long,  and 
its  width  is  five  inches.  The  scrapers  are  three 
inches  wide,  and  they  are  so  set  that  the  distance 
across  between  their  scraping  edges  is  seven  inches 
and  a  half.  The  ends  of  the  frame  connecting  the 
scrapers  are  round  bars  of  iron  five-eighths  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  and  from  these  two  ourved  arms  of 
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round  iron  of  the  same  thickness,  dividing  beneath 
into  two  hranches,  whieh  are  attached  to  the  ends  of 
the  cross-bars  by  eyes  allowine;  the  arms  to  fold  down 
over  the  dredi^e-mouth,  meet  in  two  heavy  eyes  at  a 
point  eighteen  inches  above  the  centre  of  the  frame. 
The  total  weight  of  the  dredge-frame  and  arms  is 
twenty  pounds.  It  ought  to  be  of  the  best  Low- 
moor  or  Swedish  wrought-iron.  I  have  seen  a  stout 
dredge-frame  of  Lowinoor  iron  twisted  like  a  bit 
of  wax  in  extricating  it  from  a  jam  between  two 
stones,  and,  singularly  enough,  the  dredge  which 
came  up  in  that  condition  contained  the  unique 
example  of  an  echinoderm  never  found  before  or 
since. 

The  thick  inner  edges  of  the  scrapers  are  perforated 
by  round  holes  at  distances  of  about  an  inch,  and 
through  these,  strong  iron  rings  about  an  inch  in 
diameter  are  passed,  and  two  or  three  like  rings  run 
on  the  short  rods  which  form  the  ends  of  the  dredge- 
frame.  A  light  ii'on  rod  bent  to  the  form  of  the 
dredge  opening  usually  runs  through  these  rings,  and 
to  this  rod  and  to  the  rings  the  mouth  of  the  dredge- 
bag  is  securely  attached  by  stout  cord  or  strong 
copper  wire. 

In  the  dredge  now  before  me,  which  has  worked 
well  and  seen  good  service,  tlic  bag  is  Imo  feet  in 
depth,  and  is  of  hand-made  net  of  very  strong  twine, 
the  meshes  half  an  inch  to  the  side.  80  open 
a  network  would  let  many  of  the  smalh-r  things 
through,  and  to  avoid  this  the  bottom  of  the  bag, 
to  the  hfight  of  about  nine  inches,  is  lined  witU 
'  bread-bag,'  a  light  open  kind  of  canvas. 

Many  other  materialK  have  been  used  for  dredge- 
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bags.  Raw  buffalo-  and  cow-hides  are  very  strong, 
but  they  are  apt  to  become  offensive.  When  these 
are  used  it  la  necessary  to  punch  holes  here  and  there 
to  let  the  water  through  or  to  leave  the  seams  which 
are  sewed  with  thongs  a  little  open.  Another  bag 
which  I  have  used  frequently  is  made  of  sail-cloth, 
with  a  window  of  strong  brass  wire  gauze  let  in  on 
either  side.  Nothing,  however,  seems  to  me  so  good 
as  strong  cord  netting.  The  water  passes  easily 
through  and  carries  with  it  a  large  part  of  the  hne 
mud,  while  enough  mud  is  retained  by  the  bread-bag 
lining  in  the  bottom  to  give  a  fair  sample  of  its 
contents.  It  may  be  said  that  many  small  valuable 
objects  may  be  washed  through  the  meshes  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  dredge  along  with  the  mud,  and 
thus  lost ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  bag  be  very 
close  it  is  apt  to  get  filled  up  with  mud  at  once,  and 
to  collect  nothing  more. 

It  is  always  well  when  dredging,  at  whatever 
depth,  to  ascertain  the  approximate  depth  with  the 
lead  before  casting  the  dredge;  and  the  lead  ought 
always  to  be  accompanied  by  a  protected  thermome- 
ter, for  the  subsequent  haul  of  the  dredge  will  gain 
greatly  in  value  as  an  observation  in  geographical 
distribution  if  it  be  accompanied  by  an  accurate  note 
of  the  bottom  temperature.  For  depths  under  100 
fathoms  the  amount  of  rope  paid  out  should  be  at 
least  double  the  depth.  Under  thirty  fathoms,  where 
one  generally  works  more  rapidly,  it  should  be  more 
nearly  three  times.  This  gives  a  good  deal  of  slack 
before  the  dredge  if  the  boat  be  moving  very  slowly, 
and  keeps  the  lip  of  the  dredge  well  down ;  and  if  the 
boat  be  moving  too  quickly  through  the  water,  by 
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far  the  most  common  error  in  amateur  drpd^n^, 
from  the  low  angle  at  which  the  line  is  lying  in  tbe 
water  the  dredj^e  has  its  best  chance  of  getting  an 
occasional  scrape.  It  is  had  economy  to  use  too 
light  a  rope.  For  a  dredge  such  as  that  described, 
and  for  work  round  the  coasts  of  Europe  at  depths 
attainable  from  a  row-boat  or  yawl,  I  would  recom- 
mend holt-rope  of  the  best  Russian  hemp,  not  less 
than  one  and  a  half  inch  in  circumference,  which 
sliould  contain  from  eighteen  to  twenty  yama 
in  three  strands.  Each  yarn  should  bear  nearly  a 
hundredweight,  so  that  the  breaking  strain  of  such  a 
rope  ought  to  be  upwards  of  a  ton.  Of  course  it  is 
never  voluntarily  exposed  to  such  a  strain,  but  in 
shallow  water  the  dredge  is  often  caught  among 
rocks  or  coral,  and  the  rope  ought  to  ho  strong 
enougii  in  such  a  case  to  bring  up  the  boat,  even  if 
there  were  some  little  way  on. 

Dredging  in  sand  or  mud,  the  dredge-rope  may 
simply  be  passed  through  the  double  eye  formed  by 
the  extremities  of  the  two  anus  of  the  dredge  ;  but  in 
rocky  or  unknown  ground  it  is  better  to  fasten  the 
rope  to  the  eye  of  one  of  the  arms  only,  and  to  tie  the 
two  eyes  togetlier  with  about  three  or  four  turns  of 
rope  yarn.  This  breaks  much  more  readily  than  the 
dredge  rope,  so  that  if  the  dredge  get  caught  it  is 
the  first  thing  to  give  way  under  a  strain,  and  in 
doing  so  it  very  often  so  allers  the  position  and  form 
of  the  dredge  as  to  allow  of  its  extrication. 

The  dredge  h  slipped  gently  over  the  side,  either 
from  the  bow  or  fn)m  the  stern— in  a  small  boat 
more  usually  tlie  latter — while  then:  is  a  little  way 
pQ,  And   the   direction    which    the   rope   takes  indi- 
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cates  roughly  whether  the  dredge  is  going  down 
properly.  "When  it  reaches  the  ground  and  hegins 
to  scrape,  an  experienced  hand  upon  the  rope  can 
usually  at  once  detect  a  tremor  given  to  the  dredge 
by  the  scraper  passing  over  the  irregularities  of  the 
bottom.  The  due  amount  of  rope  is  then  paid  out, 
and  the  rope  hitched  to  a  bench  or  roUock-pin. 

When  there  is  anything  of  a  current,  from  what- 
ever cause,  it  is  usually  convenient  to  attach  a  weight 
varying  from  fourteen  pounds  to  half  a  hundred- 
weight, to  the  rope  three  or  four  fathoms  in  front  of 
the  dredge.  This  prevents  in  some  degree  the 
lifting  of  the  mouth  of  the  dredge.  If  the  weight 
be  attached  nearer  the  dredge,  it  is  apt  to  injure 
delicate  objects  passing  in. 

The  boat  should  move  very  slowly,  probably  not 
faster  than  a  mile  an  hour.  In  still  water,  or  with 
a  very  slight  current,  the  dredge  of  course  anchors 
the  boat,  and  oars  or  sails  are  necessary ;  but  if 
the  boat  be  moving  at  all  it  is  all  that  is  required. 
I  like  best  to  dredge  with  a  close-reefed  sail  before  a 
light  wind,  with  weights,  against  a  very  slight  tide 
or  current ;  but  these  are  conditions  which  cannot 
always  be  commanded.  The  dredge  may  remain 
down  from  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  twenty  minutes, 
by  which  time,  if  things  go  well,  it  ought  to  be 
fairly  filled. 

In  dredging  from  a  small  boat  the  simplest  plan  is 
for  two  or  three  men  to  haul  in  hand  over  hand  and 
coil  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  For  a  large  yawl 
or  yacht,  and  for  depths  beyond  fifty  fathoms,  a 
winch  is  a  great  assistance.  The  rope  takes  a  couple 
of  turns  round  the  winch,  which  is  worked  by  two 
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men,  while  a  third  takes  it  from  the  winch  and 
coils  it. 

Dredging  in  deep  water — that  is,  at  depths  beyond 
200  fathoms — is  a  matter  of  some  difficulty,  and  can 
scarcely  be  compassed  witli  the  ordinary  machinery 
at  the  disposal  of  amateurs.  Deep-sea  dredging  can 
no  doubt.be  carried  on  from  a  good-sized  steam  yacht, 
but  the  appliances  are  so  numerous  and  so  bulky, 
and  the  work  is  so  really  hard,  that  it  is  scarcely 
compatible  with  pleasure-seeking. 

I  do  not  know  that  much  improvement  can  be 
made  upon  the  apparatus  and  method  employed  in 
the  '  Porcupine  '  in  1869  and  1870,  I  will  therefore 
dcscriiie  her  dredging  gear  and  the  dredging  opera- 
tion carried  on  from  her  at  the  greatest  depths  in 
the  Bay  of  Biscay,  that  Avhich  tested  our  resources 
most  fully,  somewhat  in  detail. 

The  '  Porcupine '  is  a  382-ton  gun-boat,  fitted  up 
for  the  surveying  service,  in  which  she  has  been  em- 
ployed for  some  years  past  among  tlie  Hebrides,  and 
latterly  on  the  cast  coast  of  England.  She  was 
assigned  for  our  special  work  in  18C9,  with  all  her 
ordinary  surveying  fittings ;  and  certain  very  im- 
portant additions  were  made  ;  among  others  the 
double-cylinder  donkey  engine,  which  worked  uj) 
to  about  twelve  horse-power,  with  surging  drams 
of  different  sizes,  large  drums  for  bringing  up  light 
weights  rapidly,  and  smaller  drums  for  heavy  work. 
This  engine  was  set  up  amidships,  so  that  Hne^  could 
be  led  to  the  drums  either  from  fore  or  aft.  The 
donkey  engine  proved  a  most  serviceable  Uttlo 
macliine.  Wo  almost  always  used  the  large  dram, 
both  in  dredging  and  sounding ;   and  except  on  one 
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or  two  occasions,  when  an  enormous  load,  once 
nearly  a  ton,  came  up  in  the  dredge-hag,  it  de- 
livered the  rope  steadily,  at  a  uniform  rate  of  more 
than  a  foot  per  second,  for  the  whole  summer. 

A  powerful  derrick  projected  over  the  port  how. 
A  large  block  was  suspended  at  the  end  of  the 
derrick  by  a  rope  which,  as  in  the  case  of  the  sound- 
ing-line, was  not  directly  attached  to  the  spar  but 
passed  through  an  eye,  and  was  attached  to  a  '  hilt ' 
on  deck.  On  a  bight  of  this  rope  was  lashed  a 
powerful  accumulator,  the  machine  already  described 
(p.  222),  as  of  so  much  use  in  the  management  of 
the  sounding-line.  In  dredging  from  a  large  vessel 
the  '  accumulator '  is  invaluable.  From  the  great 
strength  of  the  springs  the  dredge  is  usually  drawn 
along  without  stretching  them  to  any  great  degree ; 
th^  become  tense  and  taut,  and  yield,  with  a  kind 
of  slight  pulsation,  to  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  vessel. 
Whenever  they  run  out  it  is  a  sure  indication  that 
either  the  dredge  has  caught  or  the  weight  in  it  is 
becoming  too  great,  and  that  the  dredge-rope  ought 
to  be  relieved  by  a  turn  of  the  paddle-wheel  or  screw. 
Care  should  be  taken  not  to  have  the  bight  of  the 
rope  to  which  the  accumulator  is  attached  more 
than  about  twice  the  length  of  the  unstretched 
springs.  Springs  in  good  order  ought  to  stretch  to 
much  more  than  double  their  length  ;  but  it  is  unsafe 
to  try  them  too  far,  as  a  lash  from  one,  if  it  were  to 
give  way,  would  be  most  serious.  When  a  great 
strain  comes  upon  the  rope,  it  acts  first  upon  the 
accumxilator,  pulling  down  the  block  and  stretching 
the  elastic  bands;  and  a  graduated  scale  on  the 
derrick,  against  which  the  accumulator  plays,  gives 
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in  cwls.  an  approximation  at  all  events  to  the  strain 
on  the  rope. 

A  second  derrick,  nearly  equally  strong,  was  rigged 
over  the  stem,  and  we  dredged  sometimes  from  one 
and  sometimes  from  the  other.  The  stem  derrick  was, 
however,  principally  used  for  sounding ;  the  letting- 
go  board,  &c.,  heing  fitted  up  in  connection  with  it. 
We  had  an  excellent  arrangement  for  stowing  the 
dredge-rope  in  the  *  Porcupine  ;'  an  arrangement 
which  made  its  manipulation  singularly  easy,  not- 
withstanding its  great  weight — about  5,600  lbs.  A  row 
of  about  twenty  great  iron  pins,  about  two  and  a  half 
feet  in  length,  projected  over  one  side  of  the  quarter- 
deck, rising  obliquely  from  the  top  of  the  bulwark. 
Each  of  these  held  a  coil  of  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred fathoms,  and  the  rope  was  coiled  continuously 
along  the  whole  row  fFig.  46).  When  the  dredge 
was  going  down,  the  rope  was  taken  rapidly  by  the 
men  from  these  pins — *  Aunt  Sallies'  we  called  them, 
from  their  ending  over  the  deck  in  smooth  white 
balls — in  succession,  beginning  with  the  one  nearest 
the  dredging  derrick  ;  and  in  hauling  up,  a  relay  of 
men  carried  the  rope  along  from  the  surging  drum 
of  the  donkey  engine  and  laid  it  in  coils  on  the  pins 
in  inverse  order.  Thus,  in  letting  go,  the  rope 
passed  to  the  block  of  tlie  derrick  directly  from  the 
'Aunt  Sallies;'  in  hauling  up,  it  passed  from  the 
block  to  the  surging  drum  of  the  donkey-engine, 
from  which  it  was  taken  by  the  men,  and  coiled  on 
the  '  Aunt  Sallies.' 

The  length  of  the  dredge-rope  was  3,000  fathoms, 
nearly  three  and  a  half  statute  miles.  Of  this,  2,000 
iathoms    were    '  hawser-laid,'    of    the    best    Russian 
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hemp,  2^  inches  in  circumference,  with  a  hreaking 
strain  of  2^  tons.  The  1,000  fathoms  next  the 
dredge  were  '  hawser-laid,'  2  inches  in  circumference. 
A  Russian  hemp  rope  appears  to  be  the  most  suit- 
able. A  manilla  rope  is  considerably  stronger  for 
a  steady  pull,  but  the  fibre  is  more  brittle  and  liable 
to  go  at  a  '  kink.'  I  have  never  seen  a  wire-rope  used, 
but  I  should  think  it  would  be  liable  to  the  same 
objection.  The  '  Challenger'  is  to  be  supplied  with 
'  whale-line '  for  her  great  expedition.  The  frame  of 
one  of  the  dredges  which  we  used  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay  is  represented  at  Figs.  47  and  48.   The  length  of 
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the  dredge-frame  is  4  ft.  fi  in.,  and  it  is  6  inches  wide 
at  the  throat  or  narrowest  part.  The  dredge  used  in 
the  deepest  haul  was  somewhat  different  About 
half  of  each  arm  nest  the  eye  to  which  the  rope  was 
attached,  was  of  heavy  chain.  I  doubt  greatly,  how- 
ever, if  this  is  an  advantage.  The  chain  drags  along 
in  front  of  the  dredge,  and  may  possibly  obstruct 
the  entrance  of  objects  and  injure  them  more  than  a 
pair  of  rigid  arms  would  do.  On  one  side  the  chain 
was  attached  to  the  arm  of  the  dredge  by  a  stop  of 
five  tarns  of  spun-yarn,  so  that  in  case  of  the  dredge 
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becoming  entangled  or  wedged  among  rocks  or 
stones,  a  strain  less  than  sufficient  to  break  the 
dredge  rope  would  break  the  stop,  alter  the  position 
of  the  dredge,  and  probably  enable  it  to  free  itself; 
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and  in  case  of  its  taking  in  a  greater  load  of  mud 
than  the  rope  could  bring  up,  the  stop  would  like- 
wise give  way  and  allow  the  dredge  to  fall  into  such 
a  position  that  a  large  part  of  its  contents  would  slip 
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out.  The  weight  of  the  frame  of  this  dredge,  the 
largest  we  ever  used,  was  225  lbs.;  it  was  forged  by 
Messrs.  Harland  and  Wolff  of  Belfast  of  the  best 
Jjowmoor  iron.  The  dredge-bag  was  double — the 
outer  of  strong  twine  netting,  the  inner  of  bread- 
bag.  Tliree  sinkers— one  of  1  cwt., 
the  other  two  of  56  lbs.  each — were 
attached  to  the  dredge-rope  at  500 
fathoms  from  the  dredge. 

The  operation  of  sounding  at  a 
depth  of  2,435  fathoms  in  the  Bay 
of  Biscay  on  the  22nd  of  July,  1869. 
has  already  been  described  in  detail. 
When  the  deptli  had  been  accurately 
ascertained,  al)out  4.-15  p.m.  tlie 
dredge  was  let  go,  the  vessel  drift- 
ing slowly  before  a  moderate  breeze 
(force  =  4)  from  the  N .  W.  The  3,000 
fathoms  of  rope  were  all  out  at  5.50 
P.M.  The  diagram  (I'ig.  50)  will 
give  an  idea  of  the  various  relative 
positions  of  the  dredge  and  the  vessel 
according  to  the  plan  of  dredging 
adopted  by  Captain  Calver,  which 
worked  admirably,  and  which  ap- 
pears, in  fact,  to  be  the  only  mode 
oiuiowK,  which  would  answer  for  great  depths. 

A  represents  the  position  of  the  vessel  when  the 
dredge  is  let  go,  and  the  dotted  lino  a  b  the  line 
of  descent  of  the  dredge,  rendered  oblique  by  the 
tension  of  the  rope.  While  the  dredge  is  going  down 
the  vessel  drifts  gradually  lo  let^ward  ;  and  when 
the  whole  (say)  3,000  fathoms  of  rope  arc  out,  c,  w, 
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and    D    might    represent    respectively    tlie    relative 
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positions   of    tlie  vessel,   the  weight   attached    500 
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fathoms  from  the  dredge,  and  the  dredge  itself.  The 
vessel  now  steams  slowly  to  windward,  occupying 
successively  the  positions  e,  f,  g,  and  n.  The  weight, 
to  which  the  water  offers  hut  little  resistance,  sinks 
from  w  to  w',  and  the  dredge  and  bag  more  slowly 
from  D  to  B.  Tbe  vessel  is  now  allowed  to  drift  back 
hefore  the  wind  from  h  towards  c.  The  tension  of 
the  motion  of  the  vessel,  instead  of  acting  immediately 
on  the  dredge,  now  drags  forward  the  weight  w', 
so  that  the  dredging  is  carried  on  from  the  weight 
and  not  directly  from  the  vessel.  The  dredge  is 
thus  quietly  pulled  along  with  its  lip  scraping  the 
bottom  in  the  attitude  which  it  assumes  from  the 
centre  of  weight  of  its  iron  frame  and  arms.  If, 
on  the  otiier  hand,  the  weiglits  were  hung  close 
to  the  dredge,  and  the  dredge  were  dragged  directly 
from  the  vessel,  owing  to  the  great  weight  and 
spring  of  the  rope  the  arms  would  be  continually 
lifted  up  and  the  lip  of  the  dredge  prevented  from 
scraping.  In  very  deep  dredging  this  operation 
of  steaming  up  to  windward  until  the  dredge-rope 
is  nearly  perpendicular,  after  drifting  for  half  an 
hour  or  so  to  leeward,  is  usually  repeated  three  or 
four  times. 

At  8.50  P.M.  we  began  to  haul  in,  and  the  •'  Aunt 
Sallies '  to  fill  again.  The  donkey-engine  delivered 
the  rope  at  the  rate  of  rather  moie  than  a  foot  per 
second,  without  a  single  check.  A  few  minutes 
before  1  a.m.  the  weights  nppeaivd,  and  a  little  after 
one  in  tbe  morning,  eight  hours  after  it  was  cast 
over,  the  dredge  was  safely  hauled  on  deck,  having 
in  the  interval  accomplished  a  journey  of  upwartU 
ofeight  statute  miles.     The  dredge  contaiiu-J  1^  cwt. 
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of  very  characteristic  pale  grey  Atlantic  ooze.     The 
total  weight  brought  up  by  the  engine  was — 

2,000  fathoms,  2i-incli  rope 4,000  lbs. 

1,000  fathoms,  2-inch  rope 1,500    „ 

5,500  lbs. 

Weight  of  rope  reduced  to  one-fourth  in  water  =  1,375  lbs. 

Dredge  and  bag 275   „ 

Ooze  brought  up 1^8   >i 

Weight  attached 224,, 

2,042  lbs. 

Much  more  experience  will  yet  be  necessary  before 
we  can  assure  ourselves  that  we  have  devised  the 
dredge  of  the  best  form  and  weight  for  work  in  the 
deep  sea.  I  rather  think  that  the  dredges,  160  to 
226  lbs.,  which  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using, 
are  too  heavy.  In  many  instances  we  have  had 
evidence  that  the  dredge,  instead  of  falling  gently 
upon  the  surface  and  then  gliding  along  and  gather- 
ing the  loose  things  in  its  path,  has  fallen  upon  its 
mouth  and  dug  into  the  tenacious  mud,  thereby 
clogging  itself,  so  as  to  admit  but  little  more.  I 
mean  to  try  the  experiment  of  heavier  weights  and 
lighter  dredge-frames  in  the  *  Challenger,'  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  an  improvement. 

In  many  of  our  dredgings  at  all  depths  we  foimd 
that,  while  few  objects  of  interest  were  brought  up 
within  the  dredge,  many  echinoderms,  corals,  and 
sponges  came  to  the  surface  sticking  to  the  outside 
of  the  dredge-bag,  and  even  to  the  first  few  fathoms 
of  the  dredge-rope. 

This     suggested    many    expedients,    and     finally 
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Captnin  Calver  sent  down  half-a-dozen  of  tlie  •  swabs' 
used  for  M'asbing  the  decks  attaehed  to  the  dredge. 
The  result  was  marvellous.  The  tangled  hemp 
brought  up  everything  rough  and  moveable  which 
came  in  its  way,  and  swept  the  bottom  as  it  might 
have  swept  the  deck.  Captain  Calver's  invention 
initiated  a  new  era  in  deep-sea  dredging.  After 
Various  experiments  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  best  plan  was  to  attach  a  long  iron  transverse  bar 
to  the  bottom  of  the  dredge-bag,  and  to  fasten  large 
bunches  of  teazed-out  hemp  to  the  free  ends  of  the 
bar  (Fig.  61).  We  now  regard  the  '  hempen  tangles ' 
as  an  essential  adjunct  to  the  dredge  nearly  as 
important  as  the  dredge  itself,  and  usually  much 
more  conspicuous  in  its  results.  Sometimes,  when 
the  ground  is  too  rough  for  ordinary  dredging,  we 
use  the  tangles  alone.  There  is  some  danger,  bow- 
ever,  in  their  use.  The  dredge  employed  under  the 
most  favourable  circumstances  may  be  supposed  or 
hoped  to  pass  over  the  surface  of  the  floor  of  th^ 
sea  for  a  certain  distance,  picking  up  the  objects  in 
its  path  which  are  perfectly  free,  and  small  enough 
to  enter  the  dredge  mouth.  If  they  chance  to  be 
attached  in  any  way,  the  dredge  rides  over  them. 
If  they  exceed  in  the  least  tlie  width  of  the  dredge- 
opening,  at  the  particular  angle  at  which  the  dredge 
may  present  itself  at  the  moment,  they  arc  shoved 
aside  and  lost. 

The  Mollusca  have  by  far  the  best  chance  of  being 
fully  represented  in  investigations  carried  on  by  tlie 
dredge  alone.  Their  shells  are  comparatively  small 
solid  bodies  mixed  with  the  stones  on  the  bottom, 
and  they  enter  the  dredge  along  with  these.     Echino- 
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derms,   corals,   and   8pong;es,   on   the   contrary,   are 
Tiulky  objects,  and  are  frequently  partially  buried  in 


the  mud  or  more  or  less  tirmly  attaclicd,  so  that  tlie 
dredge  generally  misses  them.     "With  the  tangles  it 
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is  the  reverse.  The  smooth  heavy  sliells  are  rarely 
brought  up,  while  frequently  the  tangles  loaded  with 
the  spiny  spheres  of  C'idarts,  great  white-bearded 
IIoUe7iife,  glistening  coils  of  Hijalmiema,  relieved  by 
the  crimson  stars  of  Astropeclen  and  Bns'mga,  pre- 
sent as  remarkable  an  appearance  as  can  well  be 
imagined.  On  one  occasion,  to  which  I  have  already 
referred,  I  am  sure  not  fewer  than  20,000  examples 
of  Echinus  fiorcef/icus  came  up  on  the  tangles  at 
one  haul.  They  were  warped  through  and  through 
the  hempen  fibres,  and  actually  filled  the  tangles 
so  that  we  could  not  get  them  out,  and  they  hung 
for  days  round  the  bulwarks  like  nets  of  pickling 
onions  in  a  greengrocer's  shop.  The  use  of  the 
tangles,  which  seem  so  singularly  well  adapted  to 
their  capture,  gives  therefore  a  totally  unfair  advan- 
tage to  the  radiate  groups  and  the  sponges,  and  this 
must  always  be  taken  into  account  in  estimating 
their  proportion  in  the  fauna  of  a  particular  area. 

The  tangles  certainly  make  a  sad  mess  of  the 
specimens;  and  the  first  feeling  is  one  of  woe,  as  wa 
undertake  the  almost  hopeless  task  of  clipping  out 
with  a  pair  of  short  nail-scissors  the  mangled  remains 
of  sea-pens,  the  legs  of  rare  crabs,  and  the  dismem- 
bered disks  and  separated  arms  of  delicate  crinoida 
and  ophiurids.  We  must  console  ourselves  with  the 
comparatively  few  tilings  which  come  up  entire, 
sticking  to  the  outer  fibres;  and  with  the  reflection 
tiiat  had  we  not  used  this  somewhat  ruthless  means 
of  capture,  the  mutilated  specimens  would  have  re- 
mained unknown  to  us  at  tlie  bottom  of  the  sea. 

The  dredge  comes  up  variously  freighted  according 
to  the  locality.      Usually,  if  dexterously  managed, 
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the  bag  is  about  half  full.  If,  from  a  great  depth, 
beyond  the  reach  of  currents,  where  there  is  only  so 
slow  a  movement  of  the  mass  of  water  that  the  finest 
sediment  is  not  carried  away,  it  contains  usually 
fine  calcareous  or  aluminous  mud  alone,  with  the 
animals  forming  the  fauna*  of  the  locality  distributed 
through  it.  In  shallower  water  we  may  have  sand 
or  gravel,  or  stones  of  various  sizes  mixed  with  mud 
and  sand. 

The  next  step  is  to  examine  the  contents  of  the 
dredge  carefully,  and  to  store  the  objects  of  search  for 
future  use.  The  dredge  is  hauled  on  deck,  and  there 
are  two  ways  of  emptying  it.  We  may  either  turn  it 
up  and  pour  out  its  contents  by  the  mouth,  or  we 
may  have  a  contrivance  by  which  the  bottom  of  the 
bag  may  be  made  to  unlace.  The  first  plan  is  the 
simplest  and  the  one  most  usually  adopted.  The 
second  has  the  advantage  of  letting  the  mass  out 
more  smoothly  and  easily,  but  the  lacing  introduces 
rather  a  damaging  complication,  as  it  is  apt  to 
loosen  or  give  way.  In  a  regularly  organized  dredg- 
ing  expedition,  a  frame  is  often  arranged  with  a 
ledge  round  it  to  receive  the  contents  of  the  dredge, 
but  it  does  very  well  to  capsize  it  on  an  old  piece 
of  tarpauling.  Any  objects  visible  on  the  surface  of 
the  heap  are  now  carefully  removed  and  placed  for 
identification  in  jars  or  tubs  of  sea- water,  of  which 
there  should  be  a  number  standing  ready.  The 
heap  should  not  be  much  disturbed,  for  the  delicate 
objects  contained  in  it  have  already  been  unavoid- 
ably subjected  to  a  good  deal  of  rough  usage,  and 
the  less  friction  among  the  stones  the  better. 

Close  to  the  place  where  the  dredge  is  emptied 

s  2 
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there  ought  to  be  one  or  two  tuba  about  two  feet 
in  diameter  and  twenty  inches  deep,  and  each  tub 
should  be  provided  \vith  a  set  of  sieves  so  arranged 
that  the  lowest  sieve  fits  freely  within  the  bottom 
of  the  tub,  and  the  three  succeeding  sieves  fit  freely 
within  one  another  (Fig'  52).  Each  sieve  is  pro- 
vided with  a  pair  of  iron  handles  through  which 
the  hand  can  pass  easily,  and  the  bandies  of  the 
largest  sieve  are  made  long,  so  that  the  whole  nest 
can  be  lifted  without  stooping  and  putting  the  arms 


.— Stl  of  DreOgiiig  SI 


into  the  water.  The  upper  smallest  sieve  is  usually  I 
deeper  than  tlie  others  ;  it  is  made  of  a  strong  open  [ 
net  of  brass  wire,  the  meshes  a  half  inch  to  a  side. 
The  second  sieve  is  a  good  deal  finer,  the  meshes 
a  quarter  inch  to  a  side.  The  third  is  finer  still,  [ 
and  the  fourth  so  close  as  only  to  allow  the  passage  j 
of  mud  or  fine  sand.  The  sieves  are  put  into  the  I 
tub,  and  the  tub  filled  up  to  the  middle  of  the  top  j 
sieve  with  sea-water.  The  top  sieve  is  then  half! 
filled  with  the  contents  of  the  dredge,  and  the  set  i 
of  sieves   are   gently  moved  up   and  down   in   the! 
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water.  It  is  of  great  importance  not  to  give  any 
rotatory  motion  to  the  sieves  in  this  part  of  the 
process,  for  such  is  very  ruinous  to  fragile  organisms. 
The  sieves  should  be  gently  churned  up  and  down, 
whether  singly  or  together.  The  result,  of  course,  is 
that  the  rougher  stones  and  gravel  and  the  larger 
organisms  are  washed  and  retained  in  the  upper 
sieve.  The  fine  mud  or  sand  passes  through  the 
whole  of  the  sieves  and  subsides  into  the  bottom  of 
the  tub,  while  the  three  remaining  sieves  contain,  in 
graduated  series,  the  objects  of  intermediate  siza 
The  sieves  are  examined  carefully  in  succession,  and 
the  organisms  which  they  contain  gently  removed 
with  a  pair  of  brass  or  bone  forceps  into  the  jars 
of  sea-water,  or  placed  at  once  in  bottles  of  weak 
spirit  of  wina 

The  scientific  value  of  a  dredging  operation  de- 
pends mainly  upon  two  things, — the  care  with  which 
the  objects  procured  are  preserved  and  labelled  for 
future  identification  and  reference,  and  the  accuracy 
with  which  all  the  circumstances  of  the  dredging, 
position,  depth,  nature  of  ground,  bottom  tempera- 
ture, date,  &c.,  are  recorded.  With  regard  to  the 
preservation  of  the  animals,  I  cannot  here  go  into 
detail  There  are  many  ways  of  preserving,  special 
to  the  different  invertebrate  groups;  and  'taxi- 
dermy '  is  in  itself  a  complicated  art.  I  will  merely 
mention  one  or  two  general  points.  A  specimen  in 
almost  every  group  is  of  infinitely  greater  scientific 
value  if  it  be  preserved  entire  with  its  soft  parts. 
For  this  purpose  the  most  usual  plan  is  to  place  it 
at  once  in  spirit  of  wine  diluted  to  about  proof. 
Care  must  be  taken  not  to  put  too  many  specimens 
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together  in  one  jar,  or  they  will  very  shortly  become 
discoloured;  and  the  jars  ought  to  be  looked  to  care- 
fully and  the  spirit  tested)  and  if  necessary  renewed 
after  they  have  been  set  aside  for  a  day  or  two,  as 
sea-animals  contain  a  large  quantity  of  water.  In 
hot  weather,  and  if  the  specimens  be  bulky,  it  is 
often  better  to  use  strong  spirit.  The  ordinary 
methylated  spirit  of  commerce  answers  sufficiently 
well  for  ordinary  purposes,  though  if  a  specimen  be 
reserved  for  njinute  dissection,  I  prefer  using  pure, 
or  even  absolute  alcohol. 

For  very  delicate  transparent  objects, — such  as  ' 
salpfe,  sipbonopbora,  polycystina,  &c.,  — Goadby's 
solution  seems  to  be  preferable :  but  do  what  we 
may,  a  preserved  specimen  of  one  of  these  lovely 
objects  is  a  mere  caput  mortuuvi,  a  melancholy  sug- 
gestion of  its  former  beauty ;  good  only  for  the 
demonstration  of  anatomical  structure. 

In    preserving   marine  animals    dry,  as  much    of  I 
the  soft  parts  should   be  removed  as  possible,   and 
replaced   by  tow   or   cotton,  and   the  object   to  be 
dried  should  be  steeped  in  several  changes  of  freah 
water  to  get  rid  of  the  whole  of  the  salt,  and  then 
dried  very  thoroughly  and  not  too  quickly.    Every  I 
specimen,  whether  dry  or  in  spirit,  should  be  labelled  « 
at  once,  with  the  number  under  which  this  j)articular 
dredging  is  entered  in  the  dredger's  note-book.     It 
is  wonderful    liow    soon    things    get    into  confusion 
if  this  be   not  rigorously  attended  to.      The   small  i 
paper  tickets  with  a  fancy  margin  and  gummed  on  I 
the   back,    which    haberdashers    use    for    ticketing  i 
their    goods,    arc    to    be     hud    of    all    wholesale  I 
stationers  at  nominal  prices,  and  they  arc  very  con-l 
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yenient.  Their  great  disadvantage  is  that  if  the 
bottles  on  which  they  are  fixed  get  wet  they  are  apt 
to  come  off. 

Pencils  are  sold  by  seed-merchants  for  writing  on 
tallies  which  are  to  be  exposed  to  rain.  Perhaps 
the  safest  plan  is  to  mark  the  number  and  date  with 
such  a  pencil  on  a  shred  of  parchment  or  parch- 
ment paper,  and  put  it  into  the  bottle.  This  may 
seem  a  trifling  detail,  but  so  great  inconvenience 
constantly  arises  from  carelessness  in  this  matter, 
that  I  feel  sure  of  the  sympathy  of  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  scientific  aspect  of  dredging  when 
I  insist  upon  the  value  of  accurate  labelling. 

It  is  of  even  greater  importance  that  certain 
circumstances  relating  to  every  individual  haul  of 
the  dredge  should  be  systematically  noted,  either 
in  the  dredger's  diary,  or  on  a  special  form  prepared 
for  the  purpose.  The  precise  position  of  the  station 
ought  to  be  defined  in  shore  dredging  by  giving  the 
distance  from  shore  and  the  bearings  of  some  fixed 
objects;  in  ocean  dredging  by  noting  accurately 
the  latitude  and  longitude.  In  the  *  Lightning,'  in 
1868,  we  dredged  at  a  station  about  100  miles  to 
the  north  of  the  Butt  of  the  Lews,  and  came  upon 
a  singular  assemblage  of  interesting  animal  forms. 
Next  year,  in  the  *  Porcupine,'  we  were  anxious  to 
try  again  the  same  spot  to  procure  some  additional 
specimens  of  a  sponge  which  we  were  studying. 
The  position  had  been  accurately  given  in  the  log 
of  the  *  lightning,'  and  the  fii'st  haul  at  a  depth  of 
upwards  of  half  a  mile  gave  us  the  very  same  group 
of  forms  which  we  had  taken  the  year  before.  On 
our  return  Captain  Calver  again  dropped  the  dredge 
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upon  tlie  samo  spot,  viiWi  like  success.  The  depth, 
in  fathoms  should  be  carefully  noted,  as  a  most  im- 
portant element  in  determining  the  conditions  of  life 
and  distribution  of  species ;  and  the  nature  of  the 
bottom — whether  mud,  sand,  or  gravel ;  and  if  the 
latter,  it  is  well  to  state  the  nature  and  composition 
of  the  pebbles,  and  if  possible  the  source  from  M'hich 
they  may  probably  have  been  derived.  Kow  that  we 
have  in  the  MiUer-Casella  thermometer  a  reliable 
instrument  for  this  purpose,  tlie  bottom  temperature 
ought  always  to  be  noted.  This  is  imi)ortant  whether 
in  shallow  or  in  deep  water.  In  shallow  water  it 
gives  a  datum  for  determining  the  range  of  annual 
variation  of  temperature  which  can  be  endured  by 
certain  species ;  and  at  great  depths  it  is  even  more 
important,  as  we  are  now  aware  that,  owing  to  the 
movement  of  masses  of  water  at  diiTerent  tempera- 
tures in  various  directions,  totally  different  condi- 
tions of  climate  may  exist  in  deep  water  within  a 
few  miles  of  one  another,  and  the  limits  of  these 
conditions  can  only  be  determined  by  direct  experi- 
ment. It  is  important  when  determining  the  bottom 
temperature  to  note  also  the  temperature  of  the 
surface  of  the  sea,  the  temperature  of  the  air,  the 
direction  and  force  of  the  wind,  and  the  general 
atmospheric  conditions.  If  the  dredger  be  purely  a 
zoologist,  having  no  particular  interest  in  special 
physical  problems,  it  will  stLU  be  well  worth  his 
while  to  make  all  the  observations  indicated  and 
to  publish  the  results.  These  tlien  pass  into  the 
hands  of  physical  geographers,  to  whom  all  trust- 
worthy additions  to  the  myriad  of  data  which  are 
reguired  to  arrive  at  a  true  generalization  of  the  , 
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phenomena  of  the  distribution  of  temperature  are 
most  acceptable. 

At  the  Birmingham  Meeting  of  the  British  Asso- 
ciation in  1839  an  important  committee  was  ap- 
pointed "for  researches  with  the  dredge,  with  a 
view  to  the  investigation  of  the  marine  zoology  of 
Great  Britain,  the  illustration  of  the  geographical 
distribution  of  marine  animals,  and  the  more 
accurate  determination  of  the  fossils  of  the  plio- 
cene period :  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
Gray,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Goodsir,  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr. 
Thompson  of  Belfast,  Mr.  Ball  of  Dublin,  Dr.  George 
Johnston,  Mr.  Smith  of  Jordan  Hill,  and  Mr.  A. 
Strickland.'*  The  appointment  of  this  committee 
may  be  regarded  as  the  initiation  of  the  systematic 
employment  of  this  method  of  research.  Edward 
Forbes  was  the  ruling  spirit,  and  under  the  genial 
influence  of  his  contagious  enthusiasm  great  pro- 
gress was  made  during  the  next  decade  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  fauna  of  the  British  seas,  and  many 
wonderfully  pleasant  days  were  spent  by  the  original 
'committee  and  by  many  others  Avho,  from  year  to 
year,  were  *  added  to  their  number.'  Every  annual 
report  of  the  British  Association  contained  commu- 
nications from  the  English,  the  Scottish,  or  the  Irish 
branches  of  the  committee,  and  in  1850  Edward 
Forbes  submitted  its  first  general  report  on  British 
marine  zoology.  This  report,  as  might  have  been 
anticipated  from  the  eminent  qualifications  of  the 
reporter,  was  of  the  highest  value ;  and  taken  along 
with  his  remarkable  memoirs  previously  published, 
''on  the  distribution  of  the  Mollusca  and  B;adiata 
of  the  iEgean  Sea,*'  and  ''  on  the  geological  relations 
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of  the  existing  Fauna  and  Flora  of  the  British 
Isles,"  may  be  said  to  mark  an  era  in  the  process 
of  human  thought. 

After  enumerating  various  additions  to  our  know- 
ledge of  the  distribution  of  marine  inrertebrata 
within  the  British  area  which  were  still  to  be  de- 
sired, Forbes  concludes  bis  report  with  the  following 
sentence ;  "  And  lastly,  though  I  fear  the  consum- 
mation, however  devoutly  wished  for,  is  not  likely 
BOon  to  be  effected,  a  series  of  dredgings  between 
the  Zetland  and  tlic  Faeroe  Isles,  where  the  greatest 
depth  is  under  700  fathoms,  would  throw  more  light 
on  the  natural  history  of  the  North  Atlantic  and 
on  marine  zoology  generally  than  any  investigation 
that  has  yet  been  undertaken." 

To  Forbes's  general  report  succeeded  many  reports 
from  the  different  sections  into  which  from  year  to 
year  the  committee  divided  itself  Among  these  I 
may  mention  particularly  the  very  excellent  work 
done  by  the  Belfast  dredging  committee,  communi- 
cated to  several  meetings  of  the  Association  by  the 
late  Mr.  George  C.  Hyndman ;  tlie  reports  of  the 
Dublin  committee  by  the  late  Professor  Kinahan 
and  Professor  E.  Perceval  Wright;  the  important 
lists  of  the  fauna  of  the  East  Coast  of  England  re- 
ported on  behalf  of  the  Natural  History  Society  of 
Northumberland,  Durham,  and  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
and  of  the  Tyne-side  Naturalists'  Field  Club,  by  Mr. 
Henry  T.  Mennell  and  Mr.  G.  S.  Brady ;  and  lastly, 
the  invaluable  reports  on  the  marine  fauna  of  the 
Hebrides  and  Shetland,  compiled  at  an  extraordinary 
expense  of  Uibour,  discomfort,  and  privation— doubt- 
legg  with  an  immediate  guerdon  of  infinite  enjoyment 
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— ^through  many  years,  by  Mr.  Gwyn  JeflFreys,  Mr. 
Barlee,  the  Rev.  A.  Merle  Nonnan,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Waller,  and  communicated  to  the  Transactions  of  the 
Association  from  1863  to  1868.  The  dredging  com- 
mittees of  the  British  Association,  combining  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge  with  the  recreation  of  their 
summer  holidays,  may  be  said  to  have  worked  out  the 
fauna  of  the  British  area  down  to  the  100-fathom 
line,  for  the  dredger  is  now  rarely  rewarded  by  a 
conspicuous  novelty,  and  must  be  contented  that  the 
greater  number  of  his  additions  to  the  British  list 
are  confined  to  the  more  obscure  groups. 

Meanwhile  some  members  of  the  dredging  com- 
mittee and  their  friends  who  had  time  and  means 
at  their  disposal  pushed  their  operations  farther 
a-field,  and  did  good  service  on  foreign  shores.  In 
1850,  Mr.  MacAndrew  published  many  valuable  notes 
on  the  lusitanian  and  mediterranean  faunae;  and 
in  1856,  at  the  request  of  the  biological  section  of 
the  British  Association,  he  submitted  to  the  Chel- 
tenham meeting  a  general  "report  on  the  marine 
testaceous  moUusca  of  the  North-east  Atlantic  and 
neighbouring  seas,  and  the  physical  conditions  affect- 
ing their  development."  The  field  of  these  arduous 
labours  extended  from  the  Canary  Islands  to  the 
North  Cape,  over  about  43  degrees  of  latitude,  and 
many  species  are  recorded  by  him  as  having  been 
dredged  at  depths  between  160  and  200  fathoms  off 
the  coast  of  Norway.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Gwyn 
Jeflfreys  went  over  some  of  the  same  ground,  and 
made  many  additions  to  the  lists  of  his  predecessors. 

Nor  were  our  neighbours  idle.  In  Scandinavia 
a  brilliant  triumvirate — Lov^n  of  Stockholm,  Steen- 
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6trup  of  Copenhagen,  and  Michael  Sars  of  Chris- 
tiania — were  making  perpetual  advances  in  the 
knowledge  of  marine  zoology,  Milne-Pdwards  was 
illustrating  the  fauna  of  the  coast  of  France,  and 
Philippi,  GruljG;  Oscar  Schmidt,  and  others  were 
continuing  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Adriatic 
the  work  so  well  begun  by  Donati,  Olivi,  Risso, 
Delle  Chiage,  Poli,  and  Cantraine ;  while  Deshayes 
and  Lacazc  Duthicrs  illustrated  the  fauna  of  tlie 
coast  of  Algeria.  So  much  progress  had  already 
been  made  at  home  and  abroad,  that  in  the  year 
1854  Edward  Porbes  considered  that  the  time  had 
arrived  for  giving  to  the  public,  at  all  events  a  pre- 
liminaiy  sketch  of  the  fauna  of  the  European  pcaa 
— a  work  which  he  commenced,  but  did  not  live  to 
finish. 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  these  operations  of  the 
British  Association  dredging  committees  were  carried 
on  generally  under  the  idea  that  at  the  100-fathom 
line,  by  which  amateur  work  was  practically  limited, 
they  approached  (he  zero  of  animal  life — a  notion 
which  was  destined  to  be  gradually  undermined  and 
finally  completely  overthrown.  Prom  time  to  time, 
however,  there  were  not  wanting  men  of  great  skill 
and  experience  to  maintain,  with  Sir  James  Clark 
Boss,  that  "from  however  great  a  depth  we  may  be 
enabled  to  bring  up  the  mud  and  stones  of  the  bed 
of  the  ocean,  we  shall  find  them  teeming  with  animal 
life."  From  the  very  general  prevalence  of  the 
negative  view  there  was  little  to  stimidate  to  the 
investigation  of  the  bottom  at  great  depths,  and  data 
gatlicred  very  slowly. 
_I_havg  already   referred  (p.  18  et  infra)  to  the 
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observations  of  Sir  John  Ross  in  1818,  of  Sir 
James  Ross  in  1840,  and  of  Mr.  Harry  Goodsir 
in  1845.  In  the  year  1844  Professor  Lov6n  con- 
tributed a  paper,  "on  the  bathymetrical  distribu- 
tion of  submarine  life  on  the  northern  shores  of 
Scandinavia,"  to  the  British  Association.  He  says, 
"  With  us  the  region  of  deep-sea  corals  is  character- 
ized in  the  south  by  Oculma  ramea  and  Terebratula, 
and  in  the  north  by  Aatrophyton^  Cidaris,  Spatangua 
purpv/reus  of  an  immense  size,  all  living ;  besides  Oor- 
gonuB  and  the  gigantic  Alcyonium  arbor eum^  which 
continues  as  far  down  as  any  fisherman's  line  can  be 
sunk.  As  to  the  point  where  animal  life  ceases,  it 
must  be  somewhere,  but  with  us  it  is  unknown."  ^ 

In  1863  the  same  naturalist,  referring  to  the 
result  of  the  Swedish  Spitzbergen  expedition  of 
1861,  when  mollusca,  Crustacea,  and  hydrozoa  were 
brought  up  from  a  depth  of  1,400  fathoms,  expresses 
the  remarkable  opinion,  which  later  investigations 
appear  generally  to  support,  that  at  great  depths, 
wherever  the  bottom  is  suitable,  "a  fauna  of  the 
same  general  character  extends  from  pole  to  pole 
through  all  degrees  of  latitude,  some  of  the  species 
of  the  fauna  being  very  widely  distributed."  ^ 

In  1846  Keferstein  mentions  having  seen  in  Stock- 
holm a  whole  collection  of  invertebrate  animals — 
Crustacea,  phascolosoma,  annelids,  spatangus,  myrio- 
trochus,  sponges,  bryozoa,  rhizopoda,  &c. — taken  at 
a  depth  of  1,400  fathoms  during  O.  Torell's  Spitz- 

^  Keport  of  the  Fourteenth  Meeting  of  the  Brituh  Association,  held 
at  York  in  September  1844.     (Transactions  of  the  Sections,  p.  50.) 

'  Fork,  ved  de  Skand.  Naturforskeres  Mode  i  Stockholm,  1863, 
p.  384. 
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bergen  expedition  in  the  '  Maclean  nets,'  and  in 
the  same  year  O.  Torell  alludes  to  one  of  the  crus- 
taceans from  that  depth  being  of  a  bright  colour.' 

In  1816  Captain  Spratt,  R.N.,  dredged  at  a  depth 
of  310  fathoms  forty  miles  east  of  Malta  a  number 
of  raoUusca  which  have  been  subsequently  examined 
by  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  and  found  to  be  identical 
with  species  dredged  at  considerable  depths  in  the 
northern  seas  during  the  'Porcupine'  expedition. 
Tlie  list  includes  Leda  pellucida,  PniLiPPi;  Leda 
(k;uhmho/«,  Jeffreys  ;  DentaUum  agile.  Bars;  Mela 
tenella,  Jeffreys;  Eiilima  stenostoma,  Jeffrey-s; 
Trophon  baiticensia,  Johnston  ;  Pleurotoma  cari- 
natum,  BivoNA ;  and  Philine  guadrala,  S.  V.  Wood. 
Captain  Spratt  observes  that  he  "  believed  animal 
life  to  exist  much  lower,  although  the  general 
character  of  the  ^gean  is  to  limit  it  to  300 
fetboms." ' 

In  1850  Michael  Sars,  in  an  account  of  a  zoolo- 
gical excursion  in  Finland  and  Loffoten,  expressed 
his  conviction  that  tliere  is  a  full  development  of 
animal  life  at  considerable  depths  off  the  Norwegian 
coast.  He  enumerated  nineteen  species  taken  by 
himself  at  depths  beyond  300  fathoms,  and  pointed 
out  that  two  of  these  were  the  largest  species 
known  of  their  respective  genera." 


'  NBchrichten  der  Kouigl.  GesellBcb.  der  WUseosch.  za.  GSttingeD. 
Mare  1646. 

*  Oa  the  Influence  of  Ttmporatare  upon  the  DiBlribntion  of  llio 
FauDK  in  the  ^.g«aD  S«a.  Hepart  of  the  Eighteenth  Meeting  of  the 
British  Asaociation,  1848. 

'  Berotning  om  en  i  Souimenm,  1849,  foretagen  zoologisk  Beiae  i 
B  og  Fiomatken.    ChrirtiaDia,  I860. 
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I  have  referred  likewise  (p.  26)  to  Professor 
FleemiDg  Jenkin's  notes  on  the  living  animals 
attached  to  the  Mediterranean  cable  at  a  depth  of 
1,200  fathoms,  and  to  the  results  of  Dr.  Wallich's 
special  investigations  on  board  H.M.S.  *  Bull-dog/ 

In  a  general  review  of  the  progress  of  knowledge  as 
to  the  conditions  of  life  at  great  depths,  these  investi- 
gations deserve  special  notice,  as,  even  if  they  must 
still  be  regarded  as  somewhat  unsatisfactory,  they 
distinctly  mark  a  stage  in  advance.  Although,  from 
the  imperfection  of  the  means  at  his  disposal.  Dr. 
Wallich  could  not  bring  home  evidence  sufficient 
absolutely  to  satisfy  others,  he  was  convinced  in  his 
own  mind  from  what  he  saw,  that  living  beings  high 
in  the  scale  of  organization  might  exist  at  any  depth 
in  the  ocean ;  he  expounded  clearly  and  forcibly 
the  train  of  reasoning  which  led  him  to  this  belief, 
and  subsequent  events  have  amply  justified  his  con- 
clusion. The  space  at  my  disposal  will  not  allow 
me  to  quote  and  discuss  Dr.  Walb'eh's  arguments,  in 
some  of  which  I  thoroughly  concur,  while  from 
others  I  am  compelled  to  dissent.  The  facts  were 
most  important,  and  their  significance  increases  now 
that  they  are  fully  confirmed  and  illustrated  by  ope- 
rations on  a  large  scale.  In  lat.  SO"*  2T  N.,  long. 
26'  41'  W.,  a  depth  of  1,260  fathoms  having  been 
previously  ascertained,  "  a  new  kind  of  deep-sea  dredge 
was  lowered ;  but  in  consequence  of  its  partial  failure, 
a  second  apparatus  (namely,  the  conical  cup)  was  em- 
ployed, fifty  fathoms  of  line  in  excess  of  the  recorded 
depth  being  paid  out  in  order  to  ensure  the  unchecked 
descent  and  impact  of  the  instrument  at  the  bottom. 
The  dredge  had  already  brought  up  a  small  quantity 
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of  tmasoatiy  fine  globigeriua  deposit  and  some  small 
stones.  The  socind  instrument  came  ap  quite  full  of 
the  deposit ;  but  it  was  neither  so  free  from  amorphous 
matter,  nor  did  it  contain  anv  of  the  small  stones. 
Adhering,  however,  to  the  last  fifty  fathoms  of  line, 
which  had  rested  on  the  ground  for  several  moments, 
were  thirteen  ophiocom^,  varying  in  diameter  across 
the  arms  from  two  to  five  inches."  The  misfortune 
of  these  star-lishes  was  that  they  did  not  go  into  the 
dredge ;  had  they  done  so,  they  would  at  once  have 
achieved  inunortality.  yotc,  of  course,  we  hare  no 
douht  that  they  came  from  the  bottom,  but  thrar 
irregular  mode  of  appearance  left,  in  the  condition 
of  knowledge  and  prejudice  at  the  time,  a  loophole 
for  scepticism. 

In  three  soundings,  including  that  in  which  the 
star-fishes  were  obtained,  at  1,260,  1,913.  and  1,268 
fathoms  respectively,  "  minute  cylindrical  tubes  oc* 
curred,  varying  from  one-eighth  to  half  an  inch  in 
length,  and  from  one-fiftieth  to  one-twentieth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.  These  were  built  up  almost  ex- 
dusively  of  very  small  globigerina  shells,  and  still 
more  minute  calcareous  debris  cemented  leather." 
....*'  The  shells  forming  the  outer  layer  of  the 
tubes  were  colourless,  and  freed  of  all  sarcodic 
matter ;  but  the  internal  surface  of  the  tubular 
cylinder  wajs  lined  witii  a  delicate  yet  distinct  lay^ 
of  reddish  chitine."  Dr.  "Wallich  is  satisfied  that 
these  tubes  contained  some  species  of  annelid.  "  In 
a  sounding  taken  in  tat.  63^  31'  X.,  long.  13'  45'  W., 
in  U82  fathoms,  a  portion  of  a  gerjiuta-tuhe  five- 
tweiniis  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  about  tbree- 
sixteenths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,   belonging  to  a 
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known  species,  came  up  in  such  a  condition  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  doubt  that  it  had  been  broken 
off  the  rock  or  stone  to  which  it  was  adherent  by 
the  sounding-machine,  and  that  the  animal  was 
living;  whilst  a  smaller  Serpula  and  a  cluster  of 
apparently  living  polyzoa  were  adherent  to  its  ex- 
ternal surface.  A  minute  Spirorbis  also  occurred  in 
this  sounding.  Lastly,  from  a  depth  of  445  fathoms, 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  south  coast  of  Iceland, 
a  couple  of  living  amphipod  crustaceans  were  ob- 
tained, and  a  filamentous  annelid  about  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  in  length."  Basing  his  opinion  principally 
upon  these  facts,  Dr.  Wallich,  in  conclusion,  submits 
several  propositions,  the  two  most  important  of  which 
maybe  said  to  anticipate  the  more  remarkable  results 
of  our  subsequent  work.  As  the  others  are  merely 
founded  upon  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  mistaken 
determination  of  the  animal  species  captured,  I  need 
not  now  quote  them.^ 

"1.  The  conditions  prevailing  at  great  depths, 
although  differing  materially  from  those  which  pre- 
vail at  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  are  not  incompatible 
with  the  maintenance  of  animal  life. 

»  »  »    -        »  »  »  » 

"  5.  The  discovery  of  even  a  single  species,  living 
normally  at  great  depths,  warrants  the  inference  that 
the  deep  sea  has  its  own  special  fauna,  and  that  it  has 
always  had* it  in  ages  past;  and  hence  that  many 
fossiliferous  strata  heretofore  regarded  as  having  been 

*  And  see  Professor  Sars'  *  Bemeerkninger  over  det  dyriske  Livs 
UdbredniDg  i  Havets  Dybder,  med  sserligt  Hensyn  til  et  af.  Dr. 
WaUich  i  London  mylig  udkommet  Skrifb,  *'  The  Nortl^  Atlantic  Sea- 
bed." '     (YidensL-Selsk.  Forhandlinger  for  1864.) 
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deposited  in  comparatively  shallow  water,  have  been 
deposited  at  great  depths."^ 

In  18&1,  Professor  Sars  made  a  great  addition  to 
his  list  of  species  from  depths  of  from  200  to  300 
fathoms  off  the  coast  of  Norway.  He  remarks : — 
"  The  species  of  animals  named  are  not  certainly  very 
numerous  (92),  yet  when  we  consider  that  most  of 
them  were  taken  accidentally,  attached  to  the  lines 
of  the  fishermen,  and  that  only  in  a  few  instances  the 
dredge  was  used  at  these  great  depths,  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  a  very  interesting  field  here  for  the 
Naturalist  furnished  with  the  proper  instruments." 

In  1868  Professor  Sars  made  a  still  further  addi- 
tion to  the  deep-sea  fauna  of  the  Norwegian  Seas; 
an  addition  so  important,  that  he  remarks  "that  it 
is  so  great  as  to  give  a  tolerably  complete  idea  of 
the  general  fauna  of  these  coasts."  This  increase  of 
knowledge,  Professor  Sars  states,  is  almost  entirely 
due  to  tlie  indefatigable  labours  of  his  son,  G.  O. 
Sars,  an  Inspector  of  Fisheries  under  the  Swedish 
Government,  who  took  advantage  of  the  opportuni- 
ties given  by  his  occupation  to  dredge  down  to  460 
fatlionis  on  some  parts  of  the  coast,  and  among  the 
Lollbten  Islands.  Sars  likewise  acknowledges  many 
contributions  from  his  old  fellow-labourers,  Danielsseu 
and  Keren.  The  number  of  species  from  depths  be- 
tween 250  and  450  fathoms  on  the  coast  of  Nonvay 
now  reaches  427,  thus  distributed : — 

8|ieciei. 

(  Rhiz       * 

\  Porifera 5 

—    73 


,  Riiizopoda 68 

Protozoa . 


^  North  Atlantic  Sea-bed,  j).  154. 
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Coelenterata.     .     .     . 


Echinodermata .     .     . 


VermeB 


Mollufica 


•     .     *     • 


Arthropoda .... 


Speeies. 

(  Hydrozoa 2 

(  Anthozoa 20 

—  22 
/  Crinoidea 2 

J  Asteridea,  including  Ophiuridea.     21 

JEchinoidea 5 
Holothuridea 8 

—  36 
(  Gepbyrea 6 

(  Annelida 51 

—  67 
/Polyzoa 35 

Tunicata 4 

\  Brachiopoda 4 

j  Conchifera 37 

'  Cephalophora 63 

—  133 
J  Aiachnida 1 

(  Crustacea 105 

106 


Of  these  24  protozoa,  3  echinoderms,  and  13  mol- 
lusca  are  from  a  depth  of  450  fathoms.  Professor 
Sars  adds :  "  We  may  say,  according  to  our  present 
information,  that  the  true  deep-water  belt  commences 
at  about  100  fathoms.  The  greater  number  of  deep- 
sea  species  begin  to  appear  then,  though  sparingly, 
and  they  increase  in  number  of  individuals  as  we 
descend  to  300  fathoms,  or  in  some  cases  to  450, 
when  investigations  have  been  carried  so  far.  To 
what  depth  this  belt  extends,  or  whether  there  is 
another  below  it  of  a  different  character,  is  not  yet 
known.*'  ^ 

In  the  year  1864,  M.  Barboza  du  Bocage,  Director 

*  Fortsatte  Bemserkninger  over  det  dyriske  livs  Udbredning  i 
Haveta  Dybder,  af  M.  Sars.  (Vidensk.-Selsk.  Forhandlinger  for 
1868.) 
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of  the  Natural  History  Museum  of  Lisbon,  greatly 
surprised  the  zoological  world  by  a  notice  of  the 
occurrence  on  the  coast  of  Portugal  of  whisps  of 
silicious  spicules  resembling  those  of  the  JSj/a- 
lonema  of  Japan.^  They  were  brought  up  by  the 
Setubal  shark-fishers,  who,  it  seemed — an  equally  sin- 
gular circumstance— plied  their  vocation  at  a  depth 
of  600  fathoms.  Professor  Perceval  Wright,  anxious 
to  ascertain  the  full  history  of  the  case  and  to 
get  Ilyalonema  in  a  fresh  state,  went  to  Lisbon 
in  the  autumn  of  1BG8,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
Professor  du  Socage  and  some  of  his  friends  procured 
at  Setubal  an  open  boat  and  a  crew  of  eight  men, 
with  "  600  fathoms  of  rope,  the  dredge.  Iota  of  hooks 
and  bait,  and  provisions  for  a  couple  of  days.  Leav- 
ing the  port  of  Setubal  a  little  before  five  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  we,  after  a  fair  night's  sailing,  reached 
what  the  fishermen  signed  to  me  to  be  the  edge  of 
the  deep-sea  valley,  where  they  were  in  the  habit 
of  fishing  for  sharks,  and  there,  while  thus  engaged, 
they  had  found  the  Hyalonema.  It  was  now  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  the  men,  having  had 
their  breakfast,  put  the  boat  up  to  the  wind,  and  let 
down  tlie  dredge;  before  it  reached  the  bottom,  about 
■480  fatlioms  of  rope  were  run  out,  some  thirty  more 
were  allowed  for  slack,  and  then  we  gently  drew  it — 
by  hoisting  a  small  foresail — for  the  distance  of  about 
a  mile  along  the  bottom.  It  required  the  united 
efforts  of  six  men,  hauling  the  line  hand  over  hand, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  double  pulley-block,  to  pull 
in  the  dredge :  the  time  thus  occupied  was  just  an 

'  Proceedings  of  the  Zoolt^cal  Society  of  London  for  the  Yeu 
18G4,  p.  265. 
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hour.  The  dredge  was  nearly  full  of  a  tenacious 
yellowish  mud,  through  which  sparkled  innumerable 
long  spicules  of  the  Hyalonema  ;  indeed,  if  you  drew 
your  fingers  slowly  through  the  mud,  you  would 
thereby  gather  a  handful  of  these  spicules.  One 
specimen  of  Hyalonema^  with  the  long  spicule^  in- 
serted into  the  mud  and  crowned  with  its  expanded 
sponge-like  portions,  rewarded  my  first  attempt  at 
dredging  at  such  a  depth."  ^  This  dredging  is  of 
especial  interest,  for  it  shows  that  although  difficult 
and  laborious,  and  attended  with  a  certain  amount  of 
risk,  it  is  not  impossible  in  an  open  boat  and  with 
a  crew  of  alien  fishermen,  to  test  the  nature  of  the 
bottom  and  the  character  of  the  fauna,  even  to  the 
great  depth  of  500  fathoms. 

In  the  year  1868,  Count  L.  F.  de  Pourtales,  one 
of  the  officers  employed  in  the  United  States  Coast 
Survey  under  Professor  Pierce,  commenced  a  series  of 
deep  dredgings  across  the  gulf-stream  oflF  the  coast  of 
Florida ;  which  were  continued  in  the  following  year, 
and  were  productive  of  most  valuable  results.  Many 
important  memoirs  at  the  hands  of  Count  Pourtales, 
Mr.  Alexander  Agassiz,  Mr.  Theodore  Lyman  and 
others,  have  since  enriched  the  pages  of  the  Bulletin  of 
the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,  and  have  greatly 
extended  our  knowledge  of  the  deep-sea  gulf-stream 
fauna ;  and  much  information  has  been  gained  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  bottom  in  those  regions,  and  the 
changes  which  are  there  taking  place.  Unfortunately 
a  large  part  of  the  collections  were  in  Chicago  in  the 

*  Notes  on  Deep-sea  Dredging,  by  Edward  Perceval  Wright,  M.D., 
F.L.S.,  from  the  Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  History  fur 
December  1868. 
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hands  of  Dr.  Stimpson  for  description  at  the  time 
of  tlie  terrible  catastrophe  which  laid  a  great  part 
of  that  city  in  asties,  and  were  destroyed ;  hat,  by 
a  singularly  fortunate  accident,  our  colleague  Mr. 
Gwyn  Jeffreys  liappened  to  he  in  Chicago  shortly 
hefore  the  fire,  and  Dr.  Stimpson  gave  him  a  series 
of  duplicates  of  the  mollusea  for  comparison  with 
the  species  dredged  in  the  '  Porcupine,'  and  a  valu- 
ahle  remnant  was  thus  saved.  M.  de  Pourtales, 
writing  to  one  of  the  editors  of  SilUman's  Journal 
on  the  20th  of  September,  1868,  says:  "The  dredg- 
ings  were  made  outside  the  Florida  reef,  at  the 
same  time  as  the  deep-sea  soundings,  in  lines  ex- 
tending from  the  reef  to  a  depth  of  ahout  tOO  to 
600  fathoms,  so  as  to  develop  the  figure  of  the 
bottom,  its  formation  and  fauna.  Six  such  lines 
were  sounded  out  and  dredged  over  iu  the  space 
comprised  between  Sandy  Bay  and  Coffin's  Patches. 
All  of  them  agree  nearly  in  the  following  particu- 
lars :  from  the  reef  to  ahout  the  100-fathom  line, 
four  or  five  miles  off,  the  bottom  consists  chiefly 
of  broken  shells  and  very  few  corals,  and  is  rather 
barren  of  life.  A  second  region  extends  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  100-fathom  line  to  ahout  300 
fathoms;  the  slope  is  very  gradual,  particularly 
between  100  and  200  fathoms;  the  bottom  is  rocky, 
and  is  inhabited  by  quite  a  rich  fauna,  The  breadth 
of  this  hand  varies  from  ten  to  twenty  miles.  The 
third  region  begins  between  250  and  300  fathoms, 
and  is  the  great  bed  of  foraminifera  so  widely  ex- 
tended over  the  bottom  of  the  ocean 

"From  the  third  region  the  dnnlges  brought  up 
fewer  though   not   leas    intere-sting   specimens,   the 
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chief  of  which  was  a  new  crinoid  belonging  to  the 
genus  Bourguetticrinua  of  D'Orbigny ;  it  may  even 
be  the  species  named  by  him  B.  hotessieri,  >vhich 
occurs  fossil  in  a  recent  formation  in  Guadaloupe, 
but  of  which  only  small  pieces  of  the  stem  are 
known.  I  obtained  half-a-dozen  specimens  between 
230  and  300  fathoms,  unfortunately  more  or  less 
injured  by  the  dredge.  The  deepest  cast  made  wag 
in  517  fathoms ;  it  gave  a  very  handsome  Mopsea 
and  some  annelids."  ^ 

The  results  of  the  *  Lightning '  cruise  in  1868,  in 
which  dredging  was  successfully  carried  down  to  650 
fathoms,  have  already  been  recorded. 

In  the  summer  of  1870,  Mr.  Marshall  Hall,  F.G.S., 
with  an  interest  in  science  which  is  unfortunately 
rare  among  yachtsmen,  devoted  his  yacht  *  Noma  ' 
to  deep-sea  dredging  work  during  a  cruise  along 
the  coasts  of  Portugal  and  Spain.  If  we  may  judge 
by  several  preliminary  sketches  which  have  from 
time  to  time  appeared  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Saville 
Kent,  the  collections  made  during  this  expedition 
must  have  been  extensive  and  valuable.^ 

The  last  researches  in  order  of  time  are  those 
conducted  on  board  H.M.S.  *  Porcupine'  in  1869  and 
1870.  With  the  use  of  a  Government  surveying 
ship  well  found  in  all  necessary  appliances  every- 
thing was  in  our  favour,  and,  as  has  been  already 
told,  dredging  was  carried  down  to  2,435  fathoms  ; 

*  American  Jonrnal  of  Science,  vol.  xcvi.  p.  413. 

'  Zoological  Results  of  the  1870  Dredging  Expedition  of  the  Yacht 
'Noma'  off  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  communicated  to  the 
Biological  Section  of  the  British  Association,  Edinhurgh,  August  8, 
1871.     Nature^  voL  iv.  p.  456. 
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and  the  fact  that  tliere  is  eui  ahundant  and  charac-l 
teriatic  invertchrate  fauna  at  all  depths  was  placed.  I 
beyond  further  question.     As  yet,  little  more  can  bo  I 
said.     A  graud  new  field  of  inquiry  has  been  opened  J 
up,  but  its  culture  is  terribly  laborious.     Every  haul  1 
of  the  dredge  brings  to  light  new  and  unfamiliar  I 
forms— forms  which  link  themselves  strangely  with,  I 
the  inhabitants  of  past  periods  in  the  cartli's  history; 
but  as  yet  we  have  not  the  data  for  generalizing  the  ] 
deep-sea    fauna,   and    speculating    on    its    geological ' 
and  biological  relations ;  for  notwithstanding  all  our 
strength  and  will,    the  area  of    the  bottom  of  the 
deep  sea   which   has  been  fairly  dredged  may  still 
be  reckoned  by  the  square  yard. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

One  of  the  Dredging  Papers  issued  by  the  British  Association 

Committee,  filled  up  by  Mr.  MacAndrew. 

DREDGING   PAPER  No.  5. 

Date.— 7th  of  June,  18 19. 

Locality. — Off  Malta. 

Depth. — 40  fathoms. 

Distance  from  Shore. — I  to  2  miles. 

Chound. — Sand  and  stones. 

Region. — 


Species  obtained. 


Dentaliam  dentalis    .... 
„         nibescens,  or  fissura 


99 


tarentinum,  var.  (?) 


Cfecam  trachea 

Ditmpa  ooarctata,  or  stran-  } 
gulata ] 


99 


W 


11  II  >l 

Corbula  nucleus    . 
Nesera  cuspidata  . 

„      costulata 
Pandora  obtnsa 
Psammobia  ferroensis 
Tellina  distorta 

balaustina 

serrata .     . 

depressa    . 
Syndosmyatenui8?(prismatica?) 
Venus  ovata 


No.  of  living 
specimens. 

1 

No.  of  dead 
specimens. 

I 

1 
2 

Numerous. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

r 

Several. 

•  •  • 

2 

/w 

Several. 

•  •  • 

1 

1  and  valves. 

2  and  valves. 

Valves. 
1  and  valves. 

1  and  valves. 
1  valve. 
Valves. 
Valves. 


ObKervutionM 


Striated  with  an 
undulated  ap- 
pearance. I 


/  With  a    notched 
apex. 
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Ajtarte  incraaaata  1  . 
Cardium  papillosum  . 


„  iKvi^iatum  . 
Cardit*  squamosa ,  . 
Lucina  apinifera  .  . 
Diplodonta  rotunduta 
Modiola  barbnta  .  . 
NueuU  nucleus  .  . 
Leda  emarf^nata    .     , 

Area  tetragons  .  . 
„  antiqualA  .  . 
Pectunculus  )i;lycinierU 
Lima  siibaitriciilata  . 
Pecten  jacobeus   .     . 

„      gibbus  .     .     . 

„       polyniorphiia  . 

„      eitnilis  .    .    . 

„  siilcitus  .  . 
Anoniia  piitelliformLt 
Pileopais  hungaricus 
Bulla  lignaria   .     .     . 

„      cnincbii  .     .     . 

„     Btriatiiln  .     .     . 
Bissoa  bnigiticri    .    . 
„      cariusta  (costata) 


Nntica  mncilenti  , 
Eulimapnlila   .     . 


BuUmellH  acicnla  .     .     . 
Trochua  tenuis,  or  dubiiie 

„       montagui     .    . 


Siilc»t«d  to  tfae 


Talve. 


1  valTfl. 
1  and  Talvea. 
Valves. 
Valm. 
VaWea. 

Valves. 


i  Longer,  destitute 
very  large. 
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Species  obtained. 

No.  of  living 
specimens. 

No.  of  dead 
specimens. 

Several. 

Obsenrationt. 

Trochns  montagui 

•  •  • 

»>                n               .... 

•  •  * 

Several 

TnTiitella  terebra 

Few. 

•  •  ■ 

Small. 

„         tricostalis  .... 

1 

Cerithum  Yulgatum,  var.    .    . 

■  a  • 

1 

„         reticulatum    .    .     . 

•  •  • 

Several. 

>»                 »            ... 

•  •  • 

2 

White. 

Fosus  muricatus 

1 

1 

(  This  species  at 
)      Gibraltar. 

V                »>             

•  •  • 

Plearotoma  nanum    .... 

1 

„          secalinnm    .     .     . 

1 

Marex  tetrapterus     .... 

... 

2 

Chenopus  pes-peleoAni    .     .    . 
Baccinum? 

1 

« 

1 

Mitra  ebenea 

•  •  • 

1 

i  Bright        orange 

n            n          

1 

<  colour,  l)anded, 
(     small,  striated. 

Ringicula  aariculata  .... 

•  •  • 

2 

Marginella  secalina    .... 

3 

4 

„         clandefltina   .     .     . 

Several. 

Several. 

Cyprsea  palex 

Ciaaris  hystrix 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

■ 

Zoophytes 

ALne 

^^*     ••••    

CHAPTER  VII. 

DEEP-SEA   TEHPERATUKES. 

OceBQ  Currents  and  their  K^eral  Effects  on  Climate. — Determination 
of  Surface  Temperatures. — Dee|»-«eB  Thermometers. — The  onJiaaiy 
Self- registering  Thermometer  on  Six's  principle. — The  Miller- 
Casella  modification. — The  Temperature  Ubservatiuna  laken  during 
the  Three  Cruiees  of  H.M.S.  '  Porcupine '  in  the  year  1869. 

Apfe.\uix  a. — Surface  Temperatures  observed  on  board  H.>LS. 
'  Porcupine'  during  the  Summers  of  18C9  and  1870. 

Appendix  It. — Temperature  of  the  Sea  at  different  Depths  near  the 
Eiistern  Margin  of  the  Noith  Atlantic  Basin,  as  ascertained  by 
Serial  and  by  Bottom  Soundings. 

Appendix  C. — Comparative  Rates  of  Reduction  of  Temperature  vith 
Increase  of  Depth  at  Three  Stations  in  different  Latitudes,  all  of 
them  on  the  Eastern  Margin  of  the  Atlantic  Basin. 

APi'EXDix  D. — Temperature  of  the  Sua  at  different  Depths  in  the 
Warm  and  Cold  Areas  lying  between  the  North  of  Scotland, 
the  Sht^tland  Islands,  and  the  Fierue  Islands;  as  ascertained  by 
Serial  and  Bottom  Soundings. 

Afpeviiix  E  — Intermediate  Bottom  Temperatures  showing  the  Inter- 
mixture of  Warm  and  Cold  Curreuts  on  the  Borders  of  the 
Warm  and  UuM  Areas. 

If  the  surface  of  this  world  of  ours  were  one 
uniform  shell  of  dry  land,  other  circumstances  of 
its  ceutral  heat,  its  relation  in  position  to  the  sun, 
and  to  its  investing  atmospheric  envelupe,  remaining 
the  same,  some  zones  would  present  certain  pecu- 
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liarities  in  temperature,  owing  to  the  mixture  of 
hot  and  cold  currents  of  air ;  but  in  the  main,  iso- 
thermal lines,  that  is  to  say,  lines  drawn  through 
places  having  the  same  mean  temperature,  would 
coincide  with  parallels  of  latitude.  A  glance  at  any 
isothermal  chart,  whether  for  the  whole  year,  for 
summer,  for  winter,  or  for  a  single  month,  will  show 
that  this  is  far  from  being  the  case.  The  lines  of 
equal  temperature  deviate  everywhere,  and  often 
most  widely,  from  their  normal  parallelism  with  the 
parallels  of  latitude  and  with  each  other.  A  glance 
at  the  same  chart  will  also  show,  that  while  there 
is  an  attempt,  as  it  were,  on  the  part  of  the  iso- 
thermal lines  to  maintain  their  normal  direction 
through  the  centre  of  great  continents,  the  most 
marked  curves,  indicating  the  widest  extensions  of 
uniform  conditions  of  temperature,  are  where  there 
is  a  wide  stretch  of  open  sea  extending  through 
many  degrees  of  latitude,  and  consequently  includ- 
ing very  diflterent  climatal  conditions. 

The  lands  bordering  upon  the  ocean  partake  in 
this  general  diffusion  of  heat  and  amelioration  of 
climate,  and  hence  we  have  the  difference  between 
continental  and  insular  climates — the  former  giving 
extremes  of  summer  heat  and  winter  cold,  and  the 
latter  a  much  more  uniform  temperature,  somewhat 
below  the  normal  temperature  within  the  tropics, 
and  usually  greatly  above  it  beyond  their  limits. 

The  islands  of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  and  the 
west  coast  of  the  Scandinavian  peninsula  are  in- 
volved in  the  most  extreme  system  of  abnormal 
curves  which  we  have  in  any  of  the  ocean  basins ; 
and  to  this  peculiarity  in  the  distribution  of  tem- 
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perature  in  the  North  Atlantic  we  [are  indebted  for 
the  singular  mildness  of  our  winter  climate.  The 
chart  PL  VII.,  the  general  result  reduced  from  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  individual  observations, 
gives  the  distribution  of  the  lines  of  equal  mean 
temperature  for  the  surface  of  the  North  Atlantic 
for  the  month  of  July ;  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  isotherms,  instead  of  passing  directly  across  the 
ocean,  form  a  series  of  loops  widt-ning  and  flatten- 
ing northwards,  all  participating  in  certain  secondary 
deflections  which  give  them  a  scalloped  appearance, 
but  all  of  them  primarily  referred  to  some  common 
cause  of  the  distribution  of  heat,  having  its  origin 
somewhere  in  the  region  of  the  Straits  of  Florida. 

These  peculiarities  in  the  distribution  of  tempera- 
ture on  tbe  surface  of  the  sea  may  usually  be  very 
immediately  traced  to  the  movement  of  bodies  of 
water  to  and  from  regions  where  the  water  is  esi>osed 
to  different  climatal  conditions ; — to  warm  or  cold 
ocean  currents,  which  make  themselves  manifest  like- 
wise by  their  transporting  power,  their  eifect  in 
speeding  or  retarding  vessels,  or  diverting  them  from 
their  i-ourses.  Frequently,  however,  the  ciurent, 
although  possibly  involving  the  movement  of  a  vast 
mass  of  water,  and  exerting  a  powerful  influence 
upon  climate,  is  so  slow  as  to  be  imperceptible ;  its 
steady  onward  progress  being  continually  masked 
by  local  or  variable  currents,  or  by  the  drift  of  the 
prevailing  winds. 

The  tiulf-stroam,  the  vast  Mvarm  river'  of  the 
North  Atlantic,  which  produces  the  most  remark- 
nble  and  valuable  deviations  of  ihe  isothermal  lines 
which  we  meet  with  in  any  part  of  the  world,  is  in 
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this  way  imperceptible  by  any  direct  eflfect  upon 
nayigation  beyond  the  45th  parallel  of  north  latitude, 
a  peculiarity  which  has  produced  and  still  produces 
great  misconceptions  as  to  its  real  character. 

The  mode  of  determining  the  surface  temperature 
of  the  ocean  is  sufficiently  simple.  A  bucket  is 
let  down  from  the  deck  of  the  vessel,  dashed  about 
for  a  little  in  the  water  to  equalize  the  temperature, 
and  filled  from  a  depth  of  a  foot  or  so  below  the  sur- 
face. The  temperature  of  the  water  in  the  bucket  is 
then  taken  by  an  ordinary  thermometer,  whose  error 
is  known.  A  common  thermometer  of  the  Kew 
Observatory  pattern  graduated  to  Fahrenheit  degrees 
can  be  read  with  a  little  practice  to  a  quarter  of  a 
degree,  and  a  good- sized  centigrade  thermometer  to 
a  tenth.  Observations  of  surface-temperature  are 
usually  made  every  two  hours,  the  temperature  of 
the  air  being  taken  with  each  observation,  and  the 
latitude  and  longitude  noted  at  noon,  or  more  fre- 
quently by  dead  reckoning  if  required. 

Every  observation  of  the  surface-temperature  of 
the  sea  taken  accurately  and  accompanied  by  an 
equally  exact  note  of  the  date,  the  geographical 
position,  and  the  temperature  of  the  air,  is  of  value. 
The  surface  observations  taken  from  H.M.S.  *  Por- 
cupine' during  her  dredging  cruise,  in  the  summer 
of  1869,  are  given  in  Appendix  A. 

The  surface-temperature  of  the  North  Atlantic  has 
been  the  subject  of  almost  an  infinite  number  of  such 
observations,  more  or  less  accurate.  Dr.  Petermann, 
in  a  valuable  paper  on  the  northern  extension  of 
the  Gulf-stream,  reduces  the  means  of  more  than  a 
hundred  thousand  of  these,  and  deduces  the  scheme 
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of  curves  which  has  been  used  with  some  slight 
modification  in  the  construction  of  this  chart. 

Until  very  recently  little  or  notliing  has  been 
known  with  any  certainty  about  the  temperature  of 
the  sea  at  depths  below  the  surface.  This  is,  however, 
a  field  of  inquiry  of  very  great  importance  in  Physical 
Geography,  as  an  accui-ate  determination  of  the  tem- 
perature at  different  depths  is  certainly  the  best, 
frequently  the  only  available  means  of  determining 
the  depth,  width,  direction,  and  generally  the  path  of 
the  warm  ocean  currents,  which  are  the  chief  agents 
in  the  diffusion  of  equatorial  heat ;  and  more  espe- 
cially of  those  deeper  indraughts  of  frigid  water 
which  return  to  supply  their  place  and  to  com- 
plete the  general  cycle  of  oceanic  circulation.  The 
main  cause  of  this  want  of  accurate  knowledge  of 
deep-sea  temperatures  is  undoubtedly  the  defective- 
ness of  the  instruments  which  have  been  liitherto 
employed. 

The  tliermometer  ■which  has  been  almost  universally 
used  for  this  purpose  is  the  ordinary  self-registering 
thermometer  on  Six's  construction,  enclosed  in  a 
strong  coi)pcr  case,  with  valves  or  apertures  below 
and  above  to  allow  a  free  current  of  water  to  pass 
through  the  case  and  over  the  surface  of  the 
instrument.  Six's  registering  thermometer  (Fig.  63) 
consists  of  a  glass  tube  bent  in  the  form  of  a  V, 
one  limb  terminating  in  a  large  cylindrical  bulb, 
entirfly  tilled  with  a  mixture  of  creosote  and  water. 
Thi'  bend  of  the  tube  contains  a  column  of  mercury, 
and  the  other  limb  ends  in  a  small  bulb  partially 
filled  with  creosote  and  water,  but  with  a  large 
space  empty,  or  rather  containing  the  vapour  of  the 
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liquid  and  slightly  compressed  air.  A  small  steel 
index,  with  a  hair  tied  round  it  to  act  as  a  spring 
and  maintain  the  index  in  any  position  which  it 
may  assume,  lies  free  in  the  tube  among  the  creo- 
sote at  either  end  of  the  column  of  mercury.  This 
thermometer  gives  its  indications  solely  by  the  con- 
traction and  expansion  of  the  liquid  in  the  large  full 
bulb,  and  is  consequently  liable  to  some  slight  error 
firom  the  eflfect  of  variations  of  temperature  upon 
the  liquids  in  other  parts  of  the  tube.  When  the 
liquid  in  the  large  bulb  expands,  the  column  of  mer- 
cury is  driven  upwards  towards  the  half-empty  bulb, 
and  the  limb  of  the  tube  in  which  it  rises  is  graduated 
from  below  upwards  for  increasing  heat.  When  the 
liquid  contracts  in  the  bulb,  the  column  of  mercury 
falls  in  this  limb,  but  rises  in  the  limb  terminating  in 
the  full  bulb,  which  is  graduated  from  above  down- 
wards. When  the  thermometer  is  going  to  be  used  the 
steel  indices  are  drawn  down  in  each  limb  of  the  tube 
by  a  strong  magnet,  till  tliey  rest  on  each  side  on 
the  surface  of  the  mercury.  When  the  thermometer 
is  brought  up,  the  height  at  which  the  lower  end  of 
the  index  stands  in  each  tube  indicates  the  limit  to 
which  the  index  has  been  driven  by  the  mercury, 
the  extreme  of  heat  or  cold  to  which  the  instrument 
has  been  exposed. 

Unfortunately,  the  accuracy  of  the  ordinary  Six's 
thermometer  cannot  be  depended  upon  beyond  a 
very  limited  depth,  for  the  glass  of  the  bulb  which 
contains  the  expanding  fluid  yields  to  the  pressure 
of  the  water,  and,  compressing  the  contained  fluid, 
gives  an  indication  higher  than  is  due  to  tem- 
perature alone.      This  cause  of    error    is  not   con- 
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stant  in  its  action,  as  the  amount  to  which  the 
hulb  is  compressed  depends  upon  its  form  and  upon 
the  thickness  and  quality  of  the  glass ;  thus  the 
error  of  good  thermometers  of  the  Hydrographic 
Office  pattern  varies  from  7'C.  to  10°-5  C.  at  a  pres- 
sure of  6'817  lbs.  on  the  square  inch,  representing 
a  depth  of  2,500  fathoms.  In  thoroughly  well- 
constructed  thermometers,  however,  such  as  those 
made  by  Casella  and  FastorcUi  for  the  English 
Admiralty,  the  pressure  error  is  tolerably  constant ; 
and  Captain  Davis,  R-.N.,  who  has  lately  conducted 
important  experiments  on  this  point,  expresses  his 
opinion  that  by  an  extended  series  of  observations 
a  scale  might  be  obtained  to  correct  the  ther- 
mometers hitherto  in  use  to  a  close  approximation 
to  the  truth,  and  thus  utilize  to  some  extent  obser- 
vations which  have  been  already  made  with  our 
ordinary  instruments. 

In  the  'Lightning'  expedition  in  1868  we  used 
the  ordinary  Hydrographic  Office  pattern,  and  a 
large  number  by  different  makers  were  sent  with 
us  for  testing  and  comparison.  The  depths  not 
being  very  great,  the  general  temperature  results 
came  out  well,  and  were  among  the  most  singular 
plienomena  which  we  had  to  record.  Many  of  the  in- 
struments were  very  wild  at  a  few  hundred  fathoms, 
and  several  gave  way  under  the  pressure.  On  our 
return  in  April  1869,  Dr.  W.  A.  Miller,  V.P.R.8., 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  Deep-Sea  Committee  of 
the  Royal  Society  at  the  llydrographic  Office, 
and  proposed  encasing  the  full  bulb  in  an  outer 
covering  of  gla«s  containing  air,  in  order  to  permit 
the  air  to  be  compressed    by   the  pressure  of  the 
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[.water  on  the  outer  shell,  and   thus  protecting  the 
Jjulb  within. 

Mr.  Casella  was  directed  to  construct  some  tlier- 
mometers  on  this  plan,  only  instead  of 
being  filled  with  air,  the   outer  shell 
was  nearly  filled  with  alcohol  warmed 
to  expel  a  portion   of  the  remainini; 
air,  and  the   chamber  was   then   her- 
metically sealed,  leaving  a  hell  of  air 
and  vapour  of  alcohol  to  yield  to  the 
pressure  and    relieve  the  bulh  within. 
LThe      '  Miller  -  Casella  '     thermometer 
■proved  so  nearly  perfection  that  it  was 
decided  to  adopt  it  in  future,  and  to 
use  it   as  a   standard  in   a  series  of 
■experiments    which    were    undertaken 
test     the    ordinary    Six's    thermo- 
meters   of    the    Hydrographic     Office 
lattern.       We    depended    upon    this 
Rhermometer  alone  in  our  subsequent 
in    the   '  Porcupine,'    and    we 
Bbund  it  most  satisfactory.     During  the 
Bummer  of  1869  temperature  ohserva- 
tions  were  taken  at  upwards  of  ninety 
l-jstations,  at  depths  varying  from  10  to 
F  2,435    falhoms.       Two    thermometers,    "^cuvMrJ^fin^nltn 
numbered    100    and   103   respectively,     t».N,H'h™o™1wr 
were  sent  down  at  every  station,  and     'i?"!''uirt"''.'l',,'','''^''i; 
in  no  instance  did  they  give  the  least     tiI,'^Hti'<"'li^r™ 
reason  to  doubt  their  accuracy.     Every     •'"*•""' 
observation  was  taken   by  Captain    Calver  himself, 
b^he  lead  with  the  thermometers  attached  being  in 
^Brrery  single  instance  let  down  by  his  own   hand, 
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and  T  have  always  rc^rded  it  as  a  remarkable  evi- 
dent-e  of  ray  friend's  care  and  skill  that  he  landed 
those  two  precious  instruments  at  the  end  of  the 
year  safe  back  at  Woolwich. 

Fig.  53  repi-esents  the  latest  im- 
provements on  the  Miller-Casella 
modification  of  Six's  self- registering 
thermometer.  The  instrument  is  of 
small  size,  to  reduce  as  far  as  pos- 
sible the  friction  in  passing  through 
the  water.  The  tube  is  mounted  in 
ebonite,  to  avoid  tlie  expansion  of  a 
wooden  mounting  in  the  water,  by 
which  the  instrument  is  liable  to 
get  jammed  in  the  case.  The  scale 
is  of  white  porcelain,  graduated  to 
Fahrcnlicit  degrees ;  the  lar^  bulb 
is  enclosed  in  an  outer  shell  three- 
fourths  filled  with  alcohol  and  her- 
metically sealed.  It  is  right  to 
mention  that  I  am  informed  by 
Sir  Edward  Sabine  that  the  tbcr- 
.  mometers  used  by  Sir  John  Ross 
\  in  his  Arctic  voyage  in  1818  were 
'  protected  somewhat  on  the  same 
principle,  and  that  a  thermometer 
for  resisting  pressure  was  constructed  under  the 
directions  of  the  late  Admiral  Fitzroy,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Glaisher,  which  ditrt-red  from 
the  Miller-Casclla  pattern  in  little  else  than  the 
outer  shell  being  partially  filled  with  mercury 
instead  of  nlcubol,  and  in  being  somewhat  less 
uomjiact   and   more  fragile  than   the   latter  instra- 
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ment.^  A  modification  of  Phillips's  maximum  ther- 
mometer devised  by  Sir  William  Thomson,  in  which 
the  thermometer  is  entirely  encased  in  an  outer 
shell  of  glass  partly  filled  with  alcohol,  appears  to 
haye  the  smallest  error  of  all. 

A  neat  modification  of  Breguet's  metallic  ther- 
mometer was  designed  by  Josei)h  Saxton,  Esq.,  of 
the  XT.S,  OflBlce  of  Weights  and  Measures,  for  the 
use  of  the  U.S.  Coast  Survey.  A  riband  of 
platinum  and  one  of  silver  are  soldered  witli  silver 
solder  to  an  intermediate  plate  of  gold,  and  the 
compound  riband  is  coiled  round  a  central  axis  of 
brass,  with  the  silver  within.  Silver  is  the  most 
expansible  of  the  metals  under  the  influence  of 
heat,  and  platinum  nearly  the  least.  Gold  holds  an 
intermediate  place,  and  its  intervention  between  the 
platinum  and  silver  moderates  the  strain,  and  pre- 
vents the  coil  from  cracking.  The  lower  end  of 
the  coil  is  fixed  to  the  brazen  axis,  while  the  upper 


}  In  Messrs.  Negretti  and  Zambra's  list  of  meteorological  instruments 
published  in  1864,  a  deep-sea  thermometer  on  this  plan  is  mentioned 
(p.  90) :  "  The  thermometers  constructed  for  this  purpose  do  not  difler 
materially  from  those  usually  made  under  the  denomination  of  Six's 
tbennometers,  except  in  the  following  most  important  particulars  : — 
The  usual  Six's  thermometers  have  a  central  reservoir  or  cylinder 
containing  alcohol ;  this  reservoir,  which  is  the  only  portion  of  the 
instrument  likely  to  be  affected  by  pressure,  has  been,  in  Xegrotti  and 
Zambia's  new  instrument,  superseded  by  a  strong  outer  cylinder  of 
glass,  containing  mercury  and  rarefied  air.  By  this  means  the  portion 
of  the  instrument  susceptible  of  compression  has  been  so  strengthened, 
that  no  amount  of  pressure  can  possibly  make  the  instrument  vary." 
Some  obscurity  is  introduced  into  this  passage  by  the  use  of  the  word 
*  superseded ; '  but  I  am  assured  by  Messrs.  Negretti  and  Zambra  that 
in  principle  this  instrument  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  devised  by 
FrofeBBor  Miller  and  constructed  by  Mr.  Casella. 
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end  is  attached  to  the  base  of  a  short  cylinder. 
Any  variation  of  temperature  causes  the  coil  to 
wind  or  unwind,  and  its  motion  acts  to  rotate  the 
axial  stem.  This  motion  is  magnified  by  multiply- 
ing wheels,  and  is  registered  upon  the  dial  of  the 
instrument  by  an  index  which  pushes  before  it  a 
registering  hand,  moving  with  sufficient  friction 
merely  to  retain  its  place  when  thrust  forward  by 
the  index  hand  of  the  thermometer.  The  instru- 
ment is  graduated  by  trial.  The  brass  and  silver 
portions  are  thickly  gilt  by  the  electrotype  process 
to  prevent  the  action  of  sea-water  upon  them.  The 
box  which  covers  the  coil  and  indicatory  part  of  the 
thermometer  is  merely  to  protect  it  from  accidental 
injury,  and  is  open  so  ns  to  permit  the  free  passage 
of  the  sea-water.  This  instrument  appears  to^nswer 
tolerably  well  for  moderate  depths,  its  error  up  to 
GOO  fathoms  not  greatly  exceeding  0°-ii  C.  ;  at  1,500 
fathoms,  however,  the  error  rises  to  5'C.,  quite  as 
great  as  that  of  the  unprotected  Six's  thermometers, 
and  the  error  is  not  so  constant.  It  is  evident 
tliat  under  great  pressure  little  confidence  can  be 
placed  upon  instruments  which  give  their  indica- 
tions through  metal  machinery. 

Before  1I.M.S.  '  Porcupine  '  started  on  her  summer 
cruise  in  18G9,  a  valuable  series  of  experiments  were 
made  upon  the  effect  of  pressure  on  various  register- 
ing thermometers  at  AVoolwich,  under  the  superin- 
lendeuco  of  the  llydrograpber  and  of  the  Deep-Sea 
Ccimmitfee  of  the  Itoyal  Society.  The  object  was  to 
subject  all  the  forms  of  deep-sea  thermometers  in  use 
to  pressures  in  a  hydruulie  press,  equivalent  to  the 
prefi&urca  which  they  would   encounter  at  diflerent 
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depths  in  the  ocean,  to  determine  the  amount  and 
souroes  of  error,  to  ascertain  which  was  the  most 
satisfactory  instrument,  and  if  possible  to  construct 
a  scale  by  which  the  observations  hitherto  taken 
with  ordinary  instruments  might  be  roughly  cor- 
rected, so  as  to  be  made  available.  As  there  was 
some  difficulty  in  getting  the  use  of  a  suitable  press, 
Mr.  Casella  undertook  to  have  a  testing  apparatus 
constructed  at  his  own  place  in  Ilatton  Garden, 
capable  of  producing  a  pressure  of  three  tons  on 
the  square  inch* 

The  results  were  very  interesting.^  The  first  expe- 
riment went  to  test  the  value  of  the  various  instru- 
ments. A  Miller-Casella  thermometer  was  placed  in 
the  cylinder  with  No.  57,  a  good  thermometer  by 
Casella,  of  the  ordinary  Hydrographic  Office  pattern, 
and  they  were  subjected  together  to  a  pressure  of 
4,032  lbs.,  equal  to  1,480  fathoms,  with  the  following 
result: — 


Thermometer. 

MininiuiD.                             Maximum. 

Difference  of 

Before. 

After.              Before.             Afltr. 

Maximum. 

2 
67 

S**-  6  C. 
8-6 

8'-  6  C.      8'-  6  C.  ,  8*-  85  C. 

1 

8-6         8-6       112-75 

1 

0'-  25  C. 
4  •  15 

That  is  to  say,  the  temperature  remaining  the  same, 
the  pressure  forced  up  No.  57  to  12'''75  C,  and  left 
its  index  there. 

1  On  Deep  Sea  Thennometere,  by  Captain  J.  E.  Davis,  RN.  Nature, 
▼oL  iiL  p.  124.  Abridged  from  a  Paper  read  before  the  Meteorolo- 
gical Socieiy,  April  19th,  1871. 


THE  DEPTim  OF  THE  HEA. 


[c. 


This  experiment  at  once  proved  the  advantage  of 
the  encased  bulb.  It  was  repeated  with  other  ther- 
mometers with  the  same  pressure  and  for  the  same 
period  of  time,  and  it  was  found  that  while  the  mean 
difference  of  the  encased  bulbs  was  only  0°'95,  that  of 
the  ordinary  deep-sea  thermometers  was,  as  in  No.  57, 
7'''25,  It  follows,  also,  from  these  experiments,  that 
very  nearly  all  the  difference  or  error  is  due  to  pres- 
sure on  the  full  bulb,  and  that  by  encasing  that  bulb 
we  liave  a  nearly  perfect  instrument. 

The  next  series  of  experiments  was  made  to  esta- 
blish a  scale  by  which  observations  by  the  ordinary 
instruments  might  be  approximately  corrected  for 
pressure.  The  following  table  gives  the  errors  of  six 
thermometers  at  different  pressures.  The  '  standard' 
is  an  encased  Miller-Casella,  the  last  a  register- 
ing minimum  thermometer  by  CascUa  enclosed 
in  a  hermetically  sealed  glass  tube  on  Sir  "William 
Thomson's  plan. 


PrMUM 

In 

No.  M.    ' 

K.  H. 

va.n. 

S50 

0--4C. 

o--ec. 

r-  0  c. 

O*-  7  C. 

v-  e  0. 

0--  0  C. 

SOO 

0-4 

1'7 

l-S 

1-4 

1  -7 

0-05 

7S0 

0-7 

2-2 

2-2 

2-3 

2-5 

0-0 

1,000 

0-8 

2<9 

2-9 

2'7 

2-7 

0-2 

1,260 

0-9 

3-5 

3'5 

3-5 

4-1 

0-05 

1,500 

0-8 

«-3 

4-3 

4-0 

4-3 

0-3 

1.750 

0-05 

4-6 

4-9 

4'7 

5-  7 

0-2 

3.000 

1     I 

6-4 

5-5 

5-3 

0-4 

0-3 

s.sao 

1-  1 

fi-2 

60 

6-0 

6-8 

0-4 

2.500 

1    S 

7-2 

0-7 

66 

7-e 

0-S 

The  mean  difference  for  each  250  fathoms  in  each 
thermometer  is  as  follows  : — 
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Thermometer.^ 

Difference. 

Standard 

54 

56 

76 

73 

'i'homsun 

+  0^-12  0. 
+  0-72 
+  0-67 
+  ()-C5 
+  0-76 
-f   0-03 

During  these  experiments  the  water  in  the  cylin- 
der was  of  course  maintained  as  far  as  possible  at 
the  same — or  at  a  known  temperature ;  a  certain 
amount  of  calorific  eflFect  must,  however,  be  pro- 
duced by  the  sudden  compression  of  the  water,  and 
the  next  series  of  experiments  was  performed  in 
order  to  determine  the  amount  of  that  effect.  Three 
of  Phillips's  encased  maximum  thermometers  (Sir 
William  Thomson's  design),  being  entirely  protected 
from  any  effect  from  compression,  were  employed  for 
this  purpose,  with  the  following  result : — 

Pressure,  6,817  lbs.  =  2,500  fathoms. 


TbenDomcter. 


11,424 
9,649 
9,645 


Diflferenc'e. 


-f   0'-  05  C. 
+  0-22 
+  0-11 


SO  that  this  source  of  error  is  absolutely  trifling. 

The  true  error  of  the  Miller-Casella  thermometer, 
as  deduced  from  these  observations,  is — 


For  250  fathoms  0''-079  C. 
For  2,500  fathomfl  0°-79  C. 
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This,  therefore,  may  be  rea^arded  as  a  perfect  instru- 
ment for  all  ordinary  purposes. 

A  number  of  the  instruments  whieh  had  been 
previously  tested  in  the  press  were  sent  out  in  the 
'  Porcupine  '  on  her  summer  cruise  in  1869,  and  on 
her  return  the  results  of  Captain  Calver's  observa- 
tions at  different  depths  in  the  ocean  were  carefully 
compared  with  the  effects  of  equivalent  pressures  ap- 
plied to  the  thermometers  in  Mr.  Casella's  '  Bramah's 
press.'  The  result  in  the  ocean,  contrary  to  that  in 
the  hydraulic  press,  proves  that  the  elasticity  is  not 
regular  or  in  a  ratio  to  the  pressure,  but  that  after 
continuing  regular  up  to  a  pressure  of  1,000  fathoms, 
it  decreases  in  a  compound  ratio  to  a  pressure  of 
2,000  fathoms,  when  its  elasticity  nearly  ceases. 

The  following  table  gives  an  abstract  of  the 
behaviour  of  Casella's  ordinary  Uydrographic  Office 
thermometers  in  the  ocean  and  in  the  press : — 


^ 

Pkii»M 

R.T>™. 

PnHnn. 

PRH. 

Oh-b. 

tvm. 

*~ 

350 

0°-726C. 

0°-738C. 

0»-  726  C. 

0'-738C. 

500 

1  -548 

1  -554 

0  -774 

0-782 

750 

2-123 

2-223 

0-708 

0-741 

1,000 

2  ■  i',i 

3  -015 

0-674 

0-754 

1,260 

3  *255 

3  -492 

0-651 

0-608 

1,500 

1-107 

3  •  921 

0-684 

0-653 

1,750 

4-555 

4  -056 

0-660 

0-67fl 

3,000 

fl-364 

4  -284 

0-669 

0-638 

3,2S0 

6-021 

— 

0-669 

— 

S.600 

G-617 

— 

0  -682 

— 

For  taking  bottom  temperatures  at  great  depths 
two  w  more  of  the  MiUer-Casella  Uiermometers  are 
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lashed  to  the  sounding-line  at  a  little  distance  from 
one  another,  a  few  feet  above  the  attaching  ring  of 
a  *  detaching'  sounding  instrument.  The  lead  is 
run  down  rapidly,  and,  after  the  weight  has  been 
disengaged  by  contact  with  the  ground,  an  interval 
of  five  or  ten  minutes  is  allowed  to  elapse  before 
hauling  in.  The  shorter  of  these  periods  seems  to 
be  quite  suflScient  to  insure  the  instrument  acquiring 
the  true  temperature.  In  taking  serial  temperature 
soundings — that  is  to  say,  in  determining  the  tem- 
perature at  certain  intervals  of  depth  in  deep  water 
— ^the  thermometers  are  attached  above  an  ordinary 
deep-sea  lead,  the  required  quantity  of  line  for  each 
observation  of  the  series  run  out,  and  the  ther- 
mometers and  lead  are  hove  in  each  time.  This  is 
a  very  tedious  jprocess;  one  serial  sounding  in  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  where  the  depth  was  850  fathoms 
and  the  temperature  was  taken  at  every  fifty 
fathoms,  occupied  a  whole  day. 

I  ought  to  mention  that  in  taking  the  bottom 
temperature  with  the  Six's  thermometer  the  instru- 
ment simply  indicates  the  lowest  temperature  to 
which  it  has  been  subjected ;  so  that  if  the  bottom 
water  were  warmer  than  any  other  stratum  through 
which  the  thermometer  had  passed,  the  observation 
would  be  erroneous.  This  is  only  to  be  tested  by 
serial  soundings,  but  in  every  locality  where  the 
temperature  was  observed  during  the  *  Porcupine ' 
expeditions  the  temperature  gradually  sank,  some- 
times very  steadily,  sometimes  irregularly,  from  the 
surface  to  the  bottom,  the  bottom  water  having  been 
constantly  the  coldest.  It  is  probable  that  under 
certain  conditions  in  the  Polar  seas,  where  the  sur- 
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face  is  sometimes  subjected  to  intense  cold,  wurmer 
water  may  be  found  below,  until  the  balance  is 
restored  by  convection.  This  I  believe,  however,  to 
be  entirely  exceptional ;  and  it  may  certainly  be 
taken  as  the  rule  for  all  latitudes,  that  if  we  dis- 
regard the  film  which  is  affected  by  diurnal  altera- 
tions, the  temperature  sinks  from  the  surface  to  the 
hottom. 

Tlie  first  important  series  of  deep-water  tempera- 
ture observations  was  made  during  the  Arctic  voyage 
under  Sir  Jolin  Ross  in  the  year  1818.  On  Sept.  the 
Ist,  lat.  73'  37'  N.,  long.  77°  25'  TV.,  the  temperature 
at  the  surface  being  1°'3  C,  the  registering  thermo- 
meter gave  at  eighty  fathoms  0'  C,  and  at  250 
fathoms  -  r- 4  C.  On  the  0th  of  September,  lat. 
72°  23'  N.,  long.  73°  07'  W.,  the  first  serial  sounding 
on  record  was  taken,  the  thermometer  having  been 
let  down  to  500,  600,  700,  800,  and  1,000  fathoms 
in  succession,  the  thermometer  showing  each  time  a 
lower  temperature  and  indicating  at  the  greatest 
depth  named  a  temperature  of  -3°'6  C.  On  the 
19th  of  September,  in  lat.  66°  50'  N.,  long.  60°  30' 
W.,  another  serial  sounding  was  taken,  the  tempera- 
ture being  registered  at  100  fathoms  —0°-9  C,  at 
200  -l°-7  C,  at  -400  -2°-2  C,  and  at  660  fathoms 
-3°-0C.  On  the  4th  of  October,  lat.  GV  41' N., 
long.  62'  10'  AV.,  Sir  John  Koss  sounded,  but  found 
no  ground  in  950  fathoms;  at  the  same  time  the 
self-registering  thermometer  was  sent  down,  and  the 
temiieraturc  of  the  sea  at  that  depth  was  found  to 
be  2°  C,  while  at  the  surface  it  was  4"  C,  and  the  air 
at  2'''7  C.  I  am  informed  by  General  Sir  Edward 
Babinc,  who  accompanied  Sir  John  Koss's  expedition 
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that  these  observations  were  made  with  registering 
thermometers  guarded  somewhat  in  the  same  way 
as  those  which  we  employed  in  the  *  Porcupine.' 
There  is  almost  su£Q.cient  internal  evidence  that  the 
mode  of  protecting  these  thermometers  must  have 
been  satisfactory,  for  the  temperatures  at  the  greatest 
depths  are  such  as  might  have  been  expected  from 
Miller-Oasella  thermometers.  Unguarded  instru- 
ments would  certainly  have  given  higher  indica- 
tions. 

The  last  of  the  observations  quoted,  a  considerable 
way  up  Davis'  Strait,  is  of  great  interest.  The  tem- 
perature of  the  surface  of  the  sea  was  nearly  a 
degree  and  a  half  Centigrade  above  that  of  the  air, 
and  the  temperature  of  the  water  was  altogether 
unusually  high.  It  is  now  well  known  that  at 
certain  seasons  of  the  year  a  very  marked  extension 
of  the  Gulf-stream  passes  into  the  mouth  of  the 
Strait.  The  isotherms  for  September  and  July  are 
shown  on  the  chart  from  data  kindly  procured  for 
me  by  Mr.  Keith  Johnston. 

Sir  Edward  Sabine,  in  an  extract  from  his  pri- 
vate Journal  of  Sir  John  Ross's  voyage  quoted  by 
Dr.  Carpenter,^  gives  a  lower  temperature  than  any 
hitherto  recorded.  He  says :  "  Having  sounded  on 
September  19th,  1818,  in  750  fathoms,  the  regis- 
tering thermometer  was  sent  down  to  680  fathoms, 
and  on  coming  up  the  index  of  greatest  cold  was 
at  25°-75  Fahrenheit  (  — S^'S  C),  never  having  known 
it  lower  than  28°  ( -  2°*2  C.)  in  former  instances,  even 
at  a  depth  of  1,000  fathoms;   and  at  other  times 

^  Dr.  Carpenter's  Preliminary  Report  on  Deep-Sea  Dredgings.    Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  vol.  xvii  p.  18G. 
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■when  close  to  the  bottom,  I  was  very  careful  in 
examining  the  thermometer,  hut  could  discover  no 
other  reason  for  it  than  the  actual  coldness  of  the 
water." 

Notwithstanding  these  observations  and  several 
others  telling  in  the  same  direction, — such  as  those 
of  Lieutenant  Lee  of  the  U.S.  Coast  Survey,  who 
in  August  1847  found  a  temperature  of  2'-7  C.  below 
the  Gulf-stream,  at  the  depth  of  1,000  fathoms, 
in  lat.  35°  2G'  N.,  and  long.  73°  12'  W. ;  and  of 
Lieutenant  Dayman,  who  found  the  temperature 
at  1,000  fathoms,  in  lat.  51"  >".  and  long.  30°  "VV., 
to  he  0°'4  C,  the  surface  temperature  being  12''*o  C, 
— the  impression  seems  to  have  prevailed  among 
physicists  and  physical  geographers  that  salt  water 
followed  the  same  law  as  fresh  water,  attaining  its 
greatest  density  at  a  temperature  of  i"  C.  The 
necessary  result  of  this  condition,  were  it  to  exist, 
is  thus  stated  by  Sir  John  Hersehel :  "In  very 
deep  water  all  over  the  globe  a  uniform  temperature 
of  39°  Fahrenheit  (f  C.)  is  found  to  prevail ;  while 
above  the  level  where  that  temperature  is  first 
reached,  the  ocean  may  be  considered  as  divided 
into  three  great  regions  or  zones — an  equatorial  and 
two  polar.  In  the  former  of  these  warmer,  and  in 
the  latter  colder  Mater  is  found  on  the  surface.  The 
lines  of  demarkntion  are  of  course  the  two  isotherms 
of  39°  mean  annual  temperature."  Dr.  Wallich 
gives  an  excellent  rHtimi-  of  this  curious  fallacy. 
Be  says:  "But  whilst  the  temperature  of  the  atmo- 
sphere  beyond  the  line  of  perpetual  congelation  goes 
on  gradually  increasing,  that  of  the  water  below  the 
ifiothermal   line    remains    constant    to  the   bottom. 
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Were  it  not  for  the  operation  of  the  law  on  which 
the  latter  phenomenon  depends,  the  entire  ocean 
would  long  since  have  become  solidified,  and  both 
sea  and  land  rendered  unfit  for  the  habitation  of 
living  organisms.  Unlike  other  bodies  which  ex- 
pand and  become  lighter  with  every  rise  in  tempera- 
ture, water  attains  its  maximum  density,  not  under 
the  lowest  degree  of  cold,  but  at  39**'5  Fahrenheit; 
and  consequently  so  soon  as  the  superficial  layer 
of  sea  is  cooled  down  to  this  degree,  it  descends, 
and  allows  a  fresh  portion  to  ascend  and  be  in 
turn  cooled.  This  process  is  continued  until  the 
whole  upper  stratum  is  reduced  in  temperature  to 
39***5,  when,  instead  of  contracting  further,  it  begins 
to  expand  and  get  lighter  than  the  water  beneath, 
floats  on  it,  becomes  further  cooled  down,  and  at 
28**'5  is  converted  into  ice.  .  .  .  Thus  under  the 
operation  of  an  apparently  exceptional  law,  the 
equilibrium  of  the  oceanic  circulation  is  maintained ; 
for  whilst  at  the  equator  the  mean  temperature  of 
the  surface  layer  of  water,  which  is  82%  gradually 
decreases,  until  at  a  depth  of  1,200  fathoms  it  be- 
comes stationary  at  39°'5,  and  retains  that  tempera- 
ture to  the  bottom,  within  the  Polar  regions  and 
extending  to  lat.  56"*  25'  in  either  hemisphere,  the 
temperature  increases  from  the  surface  downwards 
to  the  isothermal  line,  beyond  which  it  remains 
uniform  as  in  the  former  case.  Hence  in  lat.  56"*  25' 
the  temperature  is  uniform  the  whole  way  from  the 
surface  to  the  bottom ;  and  as  has  been  found  by 
observation  about  lat.  70%  the  isothermal  line  occurs 
at  750  fathoms  below  the  surface."  ^ 

1  Dr.  Wallich:  North  Atlantic  Sea-bed,  p.  99. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  view,  which  of 
late  years  hns  received  almost  universal  acceptance, 
is  entirely  erroneous.  It  has  been  shown  by  M. 
Despretz,'  as  the  result  of  a  series  of  carefully  con- 
ducted experiments  which  have  since  been  frequently 
repeated  and  verified,  that  sea-water,  as  a  saline 
solution,  contracts  and  increases  steadily  in  density 
down  to  its  freezing-point,  which  is,  when  kept 
perfectly  still,  about  -  3''-67  C,  (26H  F.),  and  when 
agitated  -  2°-55  C. 

The  temperature  observations  of  Sir  James  Clarke 
Ross  during  his  Antarctic  voyage  in  1840— tl, 
seemed  to  give  support  to  the  theory  of  a  constant 
temperature  of  i'-o  C.  for  deep  water,  but  these  obser- 
vations have  as  evidently  been  mado  with  unguarded 
instruments,  as  those  of  Sir  John  Ross  in  1R18  with 
instruments  defended  from  pressure ;  and  although 
1  believe  they  must  he  taken  as  proving  that  in 
high  southern  latitudes  the  surface  temperature  is 
sometimes  lower  than  the  temperature  of  the  water 
at  a  considerable  depth  beneath,  still  the  amount  of 
correction  for  pressurer  is  uncertain,  depeudiug  upon 
the  construction  of  the  thermometers  used,  and  in 
any  case  it  must  reduce  the  difference  considerably. 

A  large  numljer  of  thermometers  of  the  ordinary 
Hydrographie  Office  pattern  were  sent  out  with  xw, 
as  I  have  already  mentioned,  in  tlie  'Lightning,' 
and  these  were  of  course  the  instruments  used  by 
Staff-Commander  May  for  his  temperature  ol»8or- 
vations.  There  was  an  opportunity  of  testing  these 
thermometers,  however,  on  the  i-etum  of  the  vessel, 
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80  that  we  are  tolerably  certain  by  actual  experi- 
ment  of  the  amount  of  their  error.  In  speakinj^ 
of  the  *  Lightning '  temperatures,  I  mean,  therefore, 
the  actual  temperatures  taken  by  the  ordinary  ther- 
mometers, corrected  approximately  to  the  standard 
of  the  Miller-Casella  thermometers,  afterwards  used 
in  the  *  Porcupine.' 

Leaving  Stomoway  in  the  *  Lightning,'  on  the 
11th  of  August,  1868,  and  directing  our  course 
towards  the  F&roe  banks,  we  sounded  in  500  fathoms 
about  60  miles  to  the  north-west  of  the  Butt 
of  the  Lews,  and  took  a  bottom  temperature  of 
^•4  Cent,  with  the  ordinary  Six's  thermometer — 
the  only  form  of  the  instrument  in  use  at  the  time. 
This,  when  corrected  for  pressure,  gives  about  T'S  C. 
We  were  surprised  to  find  the  temperature  so  high, 
and  we  were  at  the  time  inclined  to  think  that  the 
observation,  which  was  taken  in  a  breeze  of  wind, 
was  '  scarcely  to  be  depended  upon.  Subsequent 
observations,  however,  in  the  same  locality,  con- 
firmed its  accuracy.  On  the  Fseroe  Banks,  at  a 
depth  under  100  fathoms,  the  bottom  temperature 
averaged  9*"  C,  while  that  of  the  surface  was  about 
12"*  C. ;  temperature  indications  on  this  bank  were, 
however,  of  little  value,  as  the  water  is  no  doubt 
affected  to  some  extent  through  its  entire  depth  by 
direct  solar  radiation.  The  next  observation  was 
in  lat.  60"  45'  N.  and  long.  4°  49^  W.,  at  a  depth 
of  510  fathoms,  with  a  bottom  temperature  of 
—  C'S  C,  about  140  miles  nearly  directly  north 
of  Cape  Wrath.  Then  followed  a  series  of  sound- 
ings, Nos.  7,  8,  10,  and  11  of  the  chart  (Plate  I), 
taken  while  traversing  the  northern  portion  of  the 
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chaunel  between  Scotlaud  and  the  Fieroe  plateau ; 
and  giving,  respectively,  the  temperatures  of  —  l°'l, 
-r-2,  -0"-7,  and  -0°-5  C.  No.  9,  with  a  depth  of 
170  fathoms  and  a  temperature  of  5°  C,  is  excep- 
tional ;  it  is  apparently  the  top  of  a  circumscribed 
ridge  or  bank.  We  dredged  at  this  station  and  got 
large  numbers  of  the  rare  and  beautiful  Terehratula 
cranium;  but  when  we  tried  for  the  same  spot  in  the 
following  year  in  the  '  Porcupine,'  we  could  not  find 
it.  On  the  6th  of  September  we  sounded  and  took 
temperatures  in  lat.  59°  36'  N.,  long.  7"  20'  W.,  in 
r»30  fathoms,  when  the  mean  of  three  thermometers, 
which  only  differed  from  one  another  by  about  -'6 
of  a  degree,  gave  a  bottom  temperature  of  6"-4.  C. 
A  temperature  sounding,  at  the  moderate  depth  of 
189  fathoms,  was  taken  on  the  morning  of  the  7th 
September  in  lat.  59°  5'  N.,  long.  7^  29'  W.,  and 
gave  a  bottom  temperature  of  9''-6  C.  Tlie  three 
soundings,  Nos.  13,  li,  and  17,  at  the  depths  650, 
570,  and  620  fathoms,  extending  into  the  North 
Atlantic  as  far  westward  as  long.  12°  36'  W.,  gave 
•A  bottom  temperature  of  5'''8,  6'''4.,  and  6°'6  C, 
respectively. 

The  general  result  of  these  observations  we  could 
not  but  regnrd  as  very  remarkable.  The  region 
wliieb  we  had  somewhat  imperfectly  examined  in- 
cluded, in  the  first  place,  the  channel  about  a  coupio 
of  hundred  miles  in  widtli,  with  an  extreme  depth 
of  rather  under  600  fathoms,  extending  between  the 
northern  boundary-line  of  the  British  plateau  and 
the  shoal  which  culininates  in  the  Fierou  Islands 
and  their  extensive  hanks;  and  secondly,  a  tiuiall 
portion  of  the  North  Atlantic  extending  westwards 
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and  northwards  of  the  western  entrance  of  the  channel. 
We  found  that  in  these  two  areas,  freely  communi- 
cating with  one  another  and  in  immediate  proximity, 
two  totally  different  conditions  of  climate  existed  at 
all  depths  below  the  immediate  surface,  where  they 
differed  but  slightly.  In  the  F&roe  channel,  at  a 
depth  of  500  fathoms,  the  bottom  temperature  aver- 
aged —  l^'-O  C,  while  at  a  like  depth  in  the  Atlantic 
the  minimum  index  stood  at  -f-  G""  C,  a  difference  of 
7  degrees  Centigrade,  nearly  13  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

The  conclusion  at  which  we  speedily  arrived  as 
the  only  feasible  explanation  of  these  phenomena 
was  that  an  arctic  stream  of  frigid  water  crept  from 
the  north-eastward  into  the  Fsferoe  channel  lying  in 
the  deeper  part  of  the  trough,  owing  to  its  higher 
specific  gravity ;  while  a  body  of  water  warmed  even 
above  the  normal  temperature  of  the  latitude,  and 
therefore  coming  from  some  southern  source,  was 
passing  northwards  across  its  western  entrance  and 
occupying  the  whole  depth  of  that  comparatively 
shallow  portion  of  the  Atlantic  from  the  surface  to 
the  bottom. 

Several  important  facts  of  very  general  applica- 
tion in  Physical  Geography  had  been  placed  beyond 
doubt  by  these  observations.  It  had  been  shown 
that  in  nature,  as  in  the  experiments  of  M.  Despretz, 
sea-water  does  not  share  in  the  peculiarities  of  fresh 
water,  which,  as  has  been  long  known,  attains  its 
maximum  density  at  4''  C. ;  but,  like  most  other 
liquids,  increases  in  density  to  its  freezing-point :  and 
it  had  also  been  shown  that,  owing  to  the  movement 
of  great  bodies  of  water  at  different  temperatures 
in  different  directions,  we  may  have  in  close  proxi- 
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mity  two  ocean  areas  with  totally  different  bottom 
climates — a  fact  which,  taken  along  with  the  dis- 
covery of  abundant  animal  life  at  all  depths,  has 
most  important  bearings  upon  the  distribution  of 
marine  life,  and  upon  the  interpretation  of  palseonto- 
logical  data. 

The  conditions  during  the  *  Lightning  '  cruise  were 
so  unfavourable  to  careful  observation,  that  we  deter- 
mined to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  going  over 
this  region  again,  and  determining  the  limits  of  these 
warm  and  cold  areas,  and  investigating  their  con- 
ditions more  in  detail.  Accordingly,  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  when  we  had  II.it. S.  'Porcupine'  at  our 
disposal.  Dr.  Carpenter  and  T  once  more  left  Storno- 
way  on  the  15th  of  August,  1969.  On  this  occasion 
we  had  everything  in  our  favour ;  the  weather  was 
beautiful,  the  vessel  suitable,  and  we  were  provided 
with  Miller-Casella  thermometers  on  whose  accuracy 
we  could  depend.  A  table  of  Captain  Calver's  valu- 
able thermometrieal  observations  during  this  cruise 
Is  given  in  Appendix  A  to  this  chapter. 

We  proceeded  to  very  nearly  the  same  spot  wliere 
we  had  taken  our  first  sounding  on  the  former  year, 
and  took  a  warm  area  temperature  of  7  '7  C,  Station 
No.  40  (Plate  IV.).  "We  then  moved  on  slowly 
towards  the  Fj&roe  fishing  banks,  finding  in  succes- 
sion at  Stations  47,  4i>.  and  60,  -  6°-5,  7°C,  and  T9  C. 
At  Station  51,  about  40  miles  south  of  the  bank, 
there  was  a  decided  fall  of  temperature — the  ther- 
mometer indicating  5°-ti  C.  at  a  depth  of  440  fathoma; 
and  about  20  miles  directly  northwards  a  sounding 
at  Station  02,  lat.  G0''25'K.,  long.  &*  10'  W.,  at  a 
depth  of  only  380  fathomfi,  gave  a  minimum  tem- 
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perature  of  —  O'^'S  C,  showing  that  we  had  passed 
the  boundary,  and  were  in  the  'cold  area.' 

At  this  point  we  requested  Captain  Calver  to  take 
a  serial  sounding,  ascertaining  the  temperature  at 
depths  progressively  increasing  by  50  fathoms,  which 
was  done  with  the  following  result: — 
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We  thus  ascertained  that  the  minimum  tempera- 
ture was  at  the  bottom;  and  this  we  have  found  to  be 
universally  the  case  over  the  whole  of  the  area  which 
we  have  examined,  whatever  the  bottom  temperature 
might  be.  And  we  also  ascertained  that  the  decrease 
in  heat  from  the  surface  downwards  was  by  no  means 
imiform,  but  that  while  after  passing  the  surface 
layer  it  was  tolerably  regular  for  the  first  200 
fathoms,  there  was  an  extraordinary  fall  amounting 
to  upwards  of  7'  C.  from  200  to  300  fathoms,  at 
which  latter  depth  the  minimum  is  nearly  gained. 

The  next  few  observations,  Stations  53  to  59,  were 
all  within  the  limits  of  the  cold  area,  the  bottom  tem- 
perature at  depths  ranging  from  360  to  630  fathoms, 
nowhere  reaching  the  freezing-point  of  fresh  water ; 
and  at  one  point,  Station  59,  lat.  60"*  21'  N.,  long. 
5**  41'  W.,  at  a  depth  of  580  fathoms,  the  index  stand- 
ing so  low  as  -  r*3  C.  On  Saturday  the  21st  we  took 
a  sounding  in  187  fathoms,  on  the  edge  of  the  F&roe 
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plateau,  and  about  twenty  miles  north  of  the  pre- 
vious station,  with  a  temperature  of  6°'9  C.>  and  so 
found  that  we  bad  passed  the  limits  of  the  cold 
basin. 

Our  first  two  soundings  after  leaving  Thorshavn 
(Stations  61  and  62)  were  in  shallow  water  on  the 
Fs&roe  Bank,  114  and  125  fathoms,  with  a  tempera- 
ture of  7°'2  and  7°'0  C.  respectively ;  but  the  next 
Station,  No.  63,  after  a  run  of  eighty  miles,  gave 
317  fathoms  and  0°-9  C,  showing  that  we  were 
once  more  in  the  cold  region.  From  that  point, 
passing  in  a  south-easterly  direction  across  the 
channel  towards  the  northern  point  of  Shetland,  we 
traversed  the  cold  area  in  its  most  characteristic 
form,  finding  at  Station  64,  lat.  61°  21'  N.,  long. 
3°  44'  W.,  a  depth  of  640  fathoms,  with  a  bottom 
temperature  of  —  l''-2  C.  Here  we  took  another 
serial  sounding,  and  its  results  corresponded  generally 
with  those  of  No.  62.  The  surface  temperatnro  was 
lower,  and  the  temperature  down  to  200  fathoms  some- 
what lower;  at  350  fathoms  it  was  a  little  higher : — 
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At  this  point,  therefore,  the  ice-cold  water  of  the 
Arctic  current  filling  up  the  bottom  of  the  trough 
is  nearly  2,000  feet  deep,  while  the  temperate  water 
above  has  nearly  an  equal  depth.  The  lower  half  of 
the  latter,  however,  has  its  temperature  considerably 
reduced  by  intermixture  and  diffusion.  Fig.  55 
represents  diagrammatically  the  general  result  of 
temperature  observations  in  the  cold  area.  The 
depth  at  the  next  Station,  No.  G5,  was  354  fathoms, 
showing  that  the  channel  had  begun  to  shoal  towards 
Shetland ;  the  temperature  was,  however,  still  low, 
almost  exactly  0*"  C.  The  next  Station,  No.  66, 
eighteen  miles  further  on  towards  the  Shetland 
banks,  gave  a  depth  of  267  fathoms,  with  a  bottom 
temperature  of  7**  6  C,  the  temperature  at  the  surface 
being  IV'S  C.  We  had  therefore  got  beyond  the 
edge  of  the  trough  filled  by  the  cold  stream,  and 
passed  into  lesser  depths  occupied  from  the  surface 
to  the  bottom  by  the  warm  southern  stratum. 

The  next  series  of  soundings,  Nos.  67  to  75,  are 
either  in  shallow  water  round  Shetland,  or  in  water 
on  the  shelving  edge  of  the  plateau,  not  deep  enough 
to  reach  the  frigid  stream.  It  is  of  some  interest 
that  the  two  soundings,  Nos.  68  and  69,  in  75  and  67 
fathoms  respectively,  to  the  east  of  Shetland,  show  a 
bottom  temperature  of  6''-6  C,  while  a  serial  sounding 
in  the  warm  area  at  the  western  entrance  of  the 
F*roe  Channel  gives  for  the  same  depth  a  tempera- 
ture of  about  8°'8  C.  This  circumstance,  along  with 
others  to  be  mentioned  hereafter,  would  seem  to  show 
that  a  considerable  indraught  of  cold  water  spreads 
over  the  bottom  of  the  shallow  north  sea. 

At  Stations  76  to  86,  which  are  along  the  southern 
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border  of  the  cold  area,  temperature  soundings  were 
taken  mainly  with  a  view  to  define  its  southern  limit, 
and  they  are  sometimes  on  one  side  and  sometimes  on 
the  other.  The  general  result  is  indicated  on  Plate 
IV.  by  the  southern  border  of  the  shaded  space.  Nos. 
87  to  90  are  once  more  in  the  warm  area,  the  water 
reaching  a  depth  of  upwards  of  700  fathoms,  but 
maintaining,  after  the  first  300  fathoms,  a  tempera- 
ture of  from  6**  to  7**  C.  above  that  of  corresponding 
depths  in  the  cold  area.  At  Station  87,  lat.  ^ff"  35'  N., 
long.  9**  ir  W.,  with  a  depth  of  767  fathoms,  a  serial 
sounding  was  taken,  which  contrasts  remarkably 
with  the  series  at  Station  64.  The  general  result  of 
this  sounding  is  represented  diagrammatically  by 
Fig.  56.  The  temperature  was  taken  at  every  100 
fathoms  after  the  first  200. 
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It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  chart  that  two 
nearly  parallel  series  of  soundings  were  taken,  ex- 
tending from  the  shallow  water  on  the  Scottish  side 
to  the  edge  of  the  F*roe  Bank  close  to  the  western 
opening  of  the  F&roe  Channel,  and  that  one  of  these 
chains,  including  Stations  52,  53,  51,  and  86,  is  in 
the  cold  area,  while  the  other  chain  of  Stations,  48, 
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47,  90,  49,  GO,  and  51,  is  in  the  warm  area.  Tbere 
is  no  great  difference  in  depth  between  the  two  series 
of  soundings ;  and  there  is  no  indication  of  a  ridge 
separating  them.  The  only  possible  explanation  of 
these  two  so  widely  different  submarine  climates, 
existing  apparently  under  the  same  circumstances 
and  iji  close  proximity  to  one  another,  is  that  the 
Arctic  indraught  which  passes  into  the  deeijci-  part 
of  the  Fibroe  Channel  is  banked  in  at  its  entrance, 
by  the  warm  soutliern  stream  slowly  passing  north- 
wards. There  is  a  slight  but  very  constant  depres- 
sion of  the  isothermal  lines  of  surface  temperature 
in  the  shallow  water  along  the  west  coast  of  liritain. 
This,  I  believe,  indicates  that  a  portion  of  t'tie  cold 
Fil'roe  stream  makes  its  escape,  and,  still  banked  in 
close  to  the  land  by  the  warm  water,  gradually  makes 
its  way  southwards,  so  mixed  and  diluted  as  only  to 
be  perceptible  by  its  slight  effect  on  the  lines  of  moan 
temperature.  Diagrams  55  and  5ti  illustrate  the  dis- 
tribution of  temperature  in  the  cold  and  warm  areas 
respectively;  and  in  Fig.  57,  the  results  of  the  serial 
soundings  Nos.  52,  64,  and  87,  are  reduced  to  curves. 
From  these  diagrams,  taken  together,  it  will  be  seen 
that  in  the  first  50  fathoms  there  is  a  rapid  fall  of 
nearly  3°  C.  Station  No.  04  is  a  good  deal  farther 
nui'th  than  the  other  two,  and  the  surface  tempera- 
ture is  lower,  so  that  the  fall,  which  is  nearly  to  tbo 
same  amount,  starts  from  a  loner  point.  The  surface 
temperature  is  doubtless  due  to  the  direct  heat  of 
the  sun,  and  the  llrst  rapid  fall  is  due  to  the  rapid 
det^rease  of  this  direct  t'lFect.  From  50  to  200  fathoms 
the  tcmperaturo  in  all  three  eases  falls  bvit  little,  re- 
maining considerably  above  the  normal  tcmiiernluro 
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of   the  ocean   for   the   parallel   of  latitude.     At  a. 
depth  of  200  fathoms,  however,  the  divergence  be- 
tween the  curves  of  the  warm  and  cold  areas  is  most 
remarkable.     The  curve  of  the  warm  area,  No.  87, 
shows  a  fall  of  scarcely  half  a  degree  at  600  fathoms, 
and  less  than  one  degree  more  at   767  fathoms  at 
the  bottom.     Between  200  and  300  fathoms  the  cold 
area  curves  run  down  from  8°  C.  to  0°  C,  leaving 
only    one    degree  more   of  gradual  descent    for   the 
next  300  fathoms.     The  temperature  of  the  '  hump  * 
,  on  the  curves  of  the    '  cold  area  '  between  50  and 
:  200  fathoms  corresponds  so  nearly  with  that  of  the 
I  long  gradual  sinking  of  the  curve  of  the  warm  area 
[  from  the  surface  nearly  to  the  bottom,  that  it  seems 
natural   to  trace  it  to  the  same  source.     We  there- 
fore conclude  that  a  shallow   layer   of  Gulf-stream 
water  drifting  slowly  northwards  overlies  in  the  cold 
area  an  indrauglit  of  cold  water  represented  by  the 
L  Budden  and  great  depression  of  the  curves,  while  in 
the  warm  area   this   cold  indraught   is   absent,  the 
f  Gulf-stream  water  reaching  to  the  hottom. 

Tracing  the  'warm  area'  southwards  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Piferoe  Channel  along  the  coast  of  Scot- 
land, we  And  tliat  the  area  between  Fi&roe,  the  Lews, 
and  B-Dckall,  is  a  kind  of  plateau  with  a  deptli  of 
from  700  to  800  fathoms;  and  we  may  bo  certain  from 
analogy,  although  this  region  has  not  yet  been  actu- 
ally examined,  with  a  bottom  temperature  not  lower 
than  4'''o  C.  Commencing  opposite  Rockall,  and  ex- 
tendinu  between  the  great  shoal  which  culminates 
in  the  Rockall  fishing  banks  and  the  singular  isolated 
rock,  and  the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  there  is  a  wide 
trough  deepening  gradually  southwards,  and  at  length 
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continuous  with  the  general  basin  of   the  North 
Atlantic. 

The  temperature  of  this  ocean  valley  was  investi- 
gated with  great  care  during  the  first  and  second 
cruises  of  the  *  Porcupine '  in  1869,  and  the  results 
were  so  very  uniform  throughout  the  area  that  it 
will  be  needless  to  describe  in  detail  the  slight 
differences  in  different  localities.  These  differences, 
in  fact,  only  affected  the  surface  layer  of  the  water, 
and  depended  merely  upon  differences  of  latitude. 
The  temperatures  in  deep  water  may  be  said  to 
have  been  practically  the  same  everywhere.  The 
first  chain  of  soundings,  taken  by  Captain  Calver 
during  the  first  cruise  under  the  scientific  direction 
of  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys,  was  between  Lough  Swilly 
and  BockaU.  The  greatest  depth,  1,380  fathoms,  is 
in  the  middle  of  the  channel,  and  a  sounding  at 
that  depth,  lat.  56'  24'  N.,  long,  ir  49'  W.,  gave 
a  bottom  temperature  of  2*'-8  C.  A  depth  of  630 
fathoms.  No.  23,  a  little  to  the  south  of  Rockall, 
gave  a  temperature  of  6''-4  C,  almost  exactly  the 
same  as  the  temperature  of  a  like  depth  in  the  warm 
area  off  the  entrance  of  the  Fa&roe  Channel ;  and  a 
temperature  at  600  fathoms,  one  of  a  series  taken 
at  Station  21  with  a  bottom  temperature  at  1,476 
fathoms  of  2*''7  C,  was  &"'&  C,  rather  less  than  a 
degree  higher  than  the  temperature  at  a  correspond- 
ing depth  at  Station  87.  At  Station  21  the  tempera- 
ture was  taken  at  every  250  fathoms. 

Surface IS**-  6  0. 

250  fathoms 9*0 

500      „         8-5 

750      „ 5-8 


We  have  here  on  a  large  scale,  as  Dr.  Carpenter 
has  pointed  out,  conditions  very  analogous  to  those 
which  exist  in  comparatively  shallow  water,  and  on  a 
small  scale  in  the  cold  area  ir\  the  Fieroe  Channel. 
There  is  a  surface  layer  of  ahout  50  fathoms,  super- 
heated in  August  by  direct  solar  radiation,  and,  as  wo 
see  hy  the  variations  of  surface  isothermals,  varying 
greatly  with  the  seasons  of  the  year.  Next,  we  hare  a 
band  extending  here  to  a  depth  of  nearly  800  fathoms, 
in  which  the  thermometer  sinks  slowly  through  a 
range  of  ahout  5"  C.  Then  a  zone  of  intermixture 
of  ahout  200  fathoms,  where  the  temperature  falls 
rapidly,  and  finally  a  mass  of  cold  water  from  a  depth 
of  1,000  fathoms  to  the  bottom,  through  which,  what- 
ever be  its  depth,  the  thermometer  falls  almost  im- 
perceptibly, the  water  never  reacliing  the  dead  cold 
of  the  Arctic  undercurrent  in  the  Fsferoe  Channel, 
and  the  lowest  w^raperatiirc  being  universally  at  the 
bottom  (Fig.  58). 

The  area  investigated  during  the  second  cruise  of 
the  '  Porcupine'  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
about  a  couple  of  hundred  miles  west  of  Ushant, 
may  be  regarded  as  simply  a  continuation  southwards 
of  the  tract  between  Scotland  and  Ireland  and  the 
Uockall  ridge.  As,  however,  the  depths  were  greater 
than  any  attained  on  any  former  occasion — were  so 
great,  indeed,  as  probably  to  represent  the  average 
depth  of  the  great  oi-ean  basins— it  may  be  well  to 
describe  the  methods  of  observation  and  the  condi- 
tions of  temperature  somewhat  in  detail. 
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The  sounding  at  Station  No.  37,  at  a  depth  ol' 
2,435  fathoms,  has  already  heen  fully  described  as  an 
example  of  the  most  recent  method  of  determining 
extreme  depths  with  accuracy.  Two  Mi Uer-Ca sella 
thermometers,  numbered  100  and  103  respectively, 
were  lashed  to  the  sounding-line  in  their  copper 
cases,  one  a  little  above  the  other,  about  a  fathom 
and  a  fathom  and  a  half  above  the  *Hydra'  souDding- 
machine.  These  two  instruments  had  been  prepared 
and  tested  with  extreme  care,  and  had  been  employed 
throughout  the  first  cruise ;  their  freezing-points  had 
been  again  verified  at  Belfast  in  case  the  enormous 
pressure  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  might 
have  afTected  the  glass,  and  we  had  absolute  confidence 
in  their  indications.  The  indices  were  set  before  tlie 
instruments  were  let  down  at  the  temperature  of  tlie 
surface,  21'''1  C,  and  21°'lo  C,  They  were  allowed  to 
remain  at  the  bottom  for  ten  minutes,  and  on  their 
return  to  the  surface  in  upwards  of  two  hours  and  a 
half,  they  were  unanimous  in  recording  a  minimum 
of  l''*C5  C,  the  slight  differences  between  the  two 
instruments,  which  gave  the  almost  inappreciable 
error  for  one  of  them  of  0°05  C.  at  21°  C.,  being 
imperceptible  at  the  lower  temperature. 

It  had  a  strange  interest  to  see  these  two  little 
instruments,  upon  whose  construction  so  much  skilled 
labour  and  consideration  had  been  lavished,  con- 
signed to  their  long  and  hazardous  journey ;  and  their 
return  eagerly  watched  for  by  a  knot  of  thoughtful 
men,  standing,  note-hook  in  hand,  ready  to  register 
this  first  message,  wliich  should  throw  so  much  light 
upon  the  physical  conditions  of  a  hitherto  unknown 
world. 
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A  series  of  temperature  soundings,  at  depths  in- 
creasing progressively  by  250  fathoms,  was  taken  to  a 
depth  of  2,090  fathoms,  on  the  24th  of  July,  lat. 
47"  39'  N.,  long,  ir  33'  W. 
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The  same  two  Miller-Casella  thermometers  were 
employed  as  in  the  previous  observation. 

Another  serial  sounding  was  taken  a  few  days  later 
in  water  862  fathoms  deep,  somewhat  nearer  the  coast 
of  Ireland.  In  this  case  the  temperature  was  taken 
at  intervals  of  10  fathoms  from  the  surface  to  a 
depth  of  50  fathoms,  and  thence  at  intervals  of 
50  fathoms  to  the  bottom.  This  was  done  to  deter- 
mine exactly  the  rate  of  diminution  of  tempera- 
ture, and   the  exact  position   of  the  most  marked 
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The  general  result  of  these  two  series  of  soundings 
is  very  important.  The  high  temperature  reduced  by 
T'b  C.  in  the  first  series  at  250  fathoms  is  undoubtedly 
due  to  superheating  by  direct  solar  radiation.  This 
is  shown  still  more  clearly  in  the  second  series,  where 
nearly  4*  C.  are  seen  to  be  lost  between  the  surface  and 
30  fathoms,  and  somewhat  above  2°  C.  more  between 
30  and  100  fathoms.  From  100  to  500  fathoms  the 
temperature  is  still  high  and  tolerably  uniform,  and 
it  falls  rapidly  between  500  and  1,000  fathoms.  A 
reference  to  the  second  series  shows  that  this  rapid 
fall  is  between  650  and  850  fathoms,  in  which  inter- 
val there  is  a  loss  of  more  than  3*^0.  This  second 
stage  of  elevated  temperature  from  250  to  700 
fathoms,  which  is  represented  graphically  by  the 
singular  *hump'  on  the  temperature  curves  in  Fig. 
61  and  Plate  VI.  would  seem  to  be  caused  by  the 
north-easterly  reflux  under  peculiar  conditions,  which 
will  be  referred  to  in  next  chapter,  of  the  great 
equatorial  current.  From  1,000  fathoms  down- 
wards, the  loss  of  temperature  goes  on  uniformly  at 
the  rate  of  about  0°'3  C.  for  every  250  fathoms. 
The  most  singular  feature  in  this  decrease  of  tem- 
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perature  for  the  last  mile  and  three-quarters  is  its 
absolute  uniformity,  which  appears  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  idea  of  anything  like  a  current  in 
the  ordinary  sense,  and  rather  to  point  to  a  slow 
and  general  indraught  of  cold  water,  falling  in 
chiefly  by  gravitation  from  the  coldest  and  deepest 
sources  ayailable,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  warm 
water  constantly  moving  to  the  northward. 

In  1870,  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeflfreys  took  his  first  tem- 
perature observations  at  the  mouth  of  the  Channel, 
and  found  them  to  correspond  very  closely  with 
those  of  the  previous  year ;  on  the  9th  of  July  the 
bottom  temperature  at  358  fathoms.  Station  6  PI.  V., 
was  lO^'OC,  against  9°'8  C,  at  about  the  same  depth 
in  a  serial  sounding  in  1869,  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood.  The  next  few  soundings.  Stations 
10  to  13,  are  in  comparatively  shallow  water,  off  the 
coast  of  Portugal,  while  the  next  four  Stations,  a 
little  north  of  LisboD,  may  serve  as  an  example  of 
the  temperatures  to  a  considerable  depth  in  that 
latitude.  Station  14,  469  fathoms,  .with  a  surface 
temperature  of  18°*3  C,  has  a  bottom  temperature  of 
10°7  C. ;  Station  16,  at  722  fathoms,  a  temperature 
of  9'-7  C. ;  Station  16,  at  994  fathoms,  4^-4  C. ;  and 
Station  17,  at  1,095  fathoms,  4**3  C.  This  result  is 
very  similar  to  that  which  we  met  with  in  1869  off 
Ushant.  AVith  certain  differences,  which  seem  to  de- 
pend mainly  upon  the  differences  of  latitude,  we  have 
the  same  phenomena — a  thin  surface-layer,  superheated 
by  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun ;  a  layer  of  warm  water 
through  which  the  temperature  descends  very  slowly 
down  to  800  fathoms ;  a  zone  of  intermixture  and 
rapid    descent    of   the  thermometer  of  nearly  200 
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fathoms  in  tliicliness  ;  and  finally  the  deep  cold  layer 
into  which  these  soundings  do  not  penetrate  very  far, 
through  which  the  temperature  sinks  almost  imper- 
ceptibly from  4'  C.  The  difference  between  these 
soundings  and  those  of  the  year  before  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Bay  of  Biscay  is  that  the  temperatures  at  all 
depths  are  somewhat  higher. 

I  refrain  for  the  present  from  going  into  any  detail 
with  regard  to  the  distribution  of  temperature  in  the 
Mediterranean,  further  than  to  give  a  mere  outline  of 
the  remarkable  conditions  which  were  obsen'ed  there 
by  Dr.  Carpenter. 

Dr.  Carpenter's  observations  were  principally  con- 
fined to  the  western  basin  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September  the 
surface  temperature  averaged  between  23°  C.  and 
26°  C.  On  two  occasions  only  the  surface  tempera-  . 
ture  fell  considerably  lower,  and  the  fall  was  attri- 
buted in  both  cases  to  the  influence  of  the  colder 
Burfiice  current  passing  from  the  Atlantic  through 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Tbe  following  table  of  the 
series  taken  at  Station  53  gives  about  tbe  average  rate 
of  fall  of  temperature  for  the  first  lOU  fathoms : — 

Surface 25"- OC. 

n  futhomB 24  '  A 

10       ...     .  ,     21  -fi 

M       H         .  -16-4 


40       „ 

100       „ 


15  ■  6 
U     1 


and   Dr.  Carpenter  made  the    remarkable    observa- 
tion   that   "whatever  the  temiwralure  was  at  100 
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fathoms,  that  was  the  temperature  of  the  whole 
mass  of  water  beneath,  down  to  the  greatest  depth 
explored."  The  temperature  at  100  fathoms  varies 
very  little  from  13°  C.  (oSS"  Fahrenheit),  and  the 
Mediterranean  attains  in  many  places  a  depth  of  up- 
wards of  1,500  fathoms,  so  that  here  we  have  the 
strange  phenomenon  of  an  underlying  mass  of  water, 
1,400  fathoms  deep,  of  a  uniform  moderate  tempera- 
ture ;  a  state  of  things  singularly  diifcrent  from  that 
which  ohtains  at  like  depths  in  the  Atlantic.  Dr. 
Carpenter's  ingenious  speculations  as  to  the  cause 
of  this  difference  will  be  considered  later. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


Sarface    Temperatures  ohsefi^ved   on   hoard  H^M.S.  *  Porcupine' 
during  the  Summers  of  1869  and  1870. 
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Temperaturt  of  ike  Sea  at  diffrrent  Depths  in  the  Warm  and 
Cold  Areas  lying  between  Hu  North  of  Scotland,  the  Shetland 
Islands,  and  the  Fbtroe  Islands ;  as  ascertained  by  Serial  and 
bff  Bottom  Soundings. 
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Intermediate  Bottom  Temperatures,  iJwwing  llu  Intermixtvre  of 
Warm  and  Cold  Currents  on  the  Borders  of  the  Wann  and 
Cold  Areas. 


Sutton. 

Depth 

Buiikr* 
tan. 

Bottom 

»,,„, 

Dtpth. 

(tnrtiKe 

Bolt™ 
Teiiip<-n- 

72 

FmthomL 
76 

a. 

H-3 

9-3 

76 

Fmtboip.. 
250 

t^l" 

V9 

76 

112 

9-3 

78 

S90 

11-2 

5-3 

73 

84 

11-5 

11-3 

82 

312 

11-3 

>1 

71 

103 

11-6 

9-2 

83 

362 

11-8 

3-0 

74 

203 

11-4 

8-7 

66 

267 

11-4 

7-0 

]5 

440 

10!) 

f-« 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE    GULF-STBEiM. 

The  Bange  of  the  '  Furcupine '  Temperuture  Observaliuns.— Low 
Temperatures  univereal  at  great  Depths. — TLe  Difficult;  of  in- 
vestigatiog  Ocean  Currents. — The  l>octrine  of  a  general  Ooeaiiiu 
Circulation  advocated  b;  Captaiu  %faury  end  by  Dr.  Carpenter. — 
Opinion  expressed  by  Sir  John  Hur^cliel. — The  Origin  and  Exten- 
sion of  the  Gulf-slream. — The  Views  of  Captain  Maury;  of  Pro- 
fessor Buff ;  of  Dr.  Carpenter. — The  Gulf-stream  off  the  Coast  of 
North  AiueHca. — Professor  Bache's  'Sections.' — The  Gulf-atieam 
traced  b;  the  Surface  Temperatures  of  the  North  Atlantic  — Mr. 
Findlay's  Views. — Dr.  Peterinaiin'n  Temperature  Charts. — Sources 
of  the  underlying  Cold  Water. — The  Arclic  Ketum  Currenta. — 
Antarctic  Indraught, — Vertical  Distribution  of  Temperature  in 
the  North  Atlantic  Basin. 

All  the  temperature  investigations  carried  on  in 
U.M.SS.  '  Lightning '  and  '  Porcujiine '  during  the 
years  1868-69  and  1S70,  with  tlie  exception  of  a 
series  of  observations  already  referred  to  taken  in 
the  Mediterranean  under  Dr.  Carpenter's  direction 
in  the  summer  of  1870,  were  included  within  an  ajea 
nearly  2,000  English  miles  in  length  by  250  in 
width,  extending  from  a  little  beyond  the  Fiferoo 
Islands,  lat.  62°  30'  N.,  to  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar, 
lat.  30°  N. 

The  greater  part  of  this  belt  may  be  descri1>ed  ns 
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the  eastern  border  of  the  North  Atlantic  fringing 
Western  Europe.  A  small  but  very  interesting  por- 
tion of  it  forms  the  channel  between  the  Fsferoe 
Islands  and  the  North  of  Scotland,  one  of  the  chan- 
nels of  communication  between  the  North  Atlantic 
and  the  North  Sea ;  and  a  few  soundings  in  shallow 
water  to  the  east  of  Shetland  are  in  the  shallow 
North  Sea  basin.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the 
greater  part  if  not  the  whole  of  this  belt  must  par- 
ticipate in  the  general  scheme  of  distribution  of 
temperature  in  the  North  Atlantic,  and  must  owe 
any  peculiarities  which  its  thermal  conditions  may 
present  to  some  very  general  cause. 

All  our  temperature  observations,  except  the  few 
taken  in  the  '  Lightning '  in  1868,  were  made  with 
thermometers  protected  from  pressure  on  Professor 
Miller's  plan,  and  the  thermometers  were  individually 
tested  by  Captain  Davis  at  pressures  rising  to  about 
three  tons  to  the  square  inch  before  they  were  fur- 
nished to  the  vessel ;  they  were  also  more  than  once 
reduced  to  the  freezing-point  during  the  voyage  to 
ascertain  that  the  glass  had  been  in  no  way  distorted. 
The  results  may  therefore  be  received  with  absolute 
reliance  within  the  limits  of  error  of  observation, 
which  were  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the  care  of 
Captain  Calver. 

A  large  number  of  scattered  observations,  most 
of  which  have  unfortunately  been  made  with  instru- 
rilents  which  cannot  thoroughly  be  depended  upon 
for  accuracy  of  detail, — the  error,  however,  being 
probably  in  the  direction  of  excess  of  heat, — esta- 
blished the  singular  fact  that  although  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  surface  of  the  sea  in  equatorial  regions 
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may  reach  30°  C,  at  the  greatest  depths  hoth  in  the 
Atlantic  and  in  the  Pacific  the  temperature  is  not 
higher  than  from  2°  to  4°  C,  sometimes  falling  at 
great  depths  to  0°  C.  I  quote  irom  Mr.  Prestwich's 
ahle  presidential  address  to  the  Greologieal  Society 
for  the  year  1871,  a  tahle  of  the  most  important  of 
these  earlier  ohscrrations  in  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific  :•— 
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*  Address  delivered  at  the  Annivenaiy  Meeting  of  the  Geological 
Society  of  London  on  the  17th  of  Febnuiy,  1671,  hy  Joeeph  Preat> 
wich,  r.B.8.     Pp.  36,  37. 


CHAP.  Till.]  THB  QULF-STREAM.  359 

To  these  may  be  added  the  obserrations  of  Lieu- 
tenant S.  P.  Lee,  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey, 
who,  in  August  1847,  recorded  a  temperature  of 
2°-7  C.  below  the  Gulf-stream  at  a  depth  of  1,000 
fathoms,  lat.  36°  26'  N.,  long.  73°  12'  W. ;  and  of 
Lieutenant  Dayman,  who  found  the  temperature  at 
1,000  fathoms  in  lat.  51°  N.  and  long.  40°  W.  to 
be  -  0°'4  C,  the  surface  temperature  being  12°-5  0. 
These  results  are  fiJly  bome  out  by  the  recent 
determinations  of  Captain  Sbortland,  R.N.,  who 
observed  a  temperature  of  2°*5  C.  in  deep  water  in 
the  Arabian  Sea  between  Aden  and  Bombay,'  by 
those  of  Commander  Cbimmo,  B.N.,  and  Lieutenant 
Johnson,  R.N.,  who  found  at  various  points  in  the 
Atlantic  a  temperature  of  about  3°"9  C.  at  1,000 
fathoms,  and  a  slow  decrease  from  that  point  to 
2,270  fathoms,  where  the  temperature  registered  by 
unprotected  thermometers  was  6°-6  C.  reduced  by  the 
necessary  correction  for  pressure  to  about  l°-6  C, 
and  finally  by  the  temperature  determinations  of  the 
'  Porcupine '  expeditions,  carefully  conducted  with 
protected  instruments,  but  not  carried  nearer  the 
tropics  than  the  latitude  of  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar ; 
and  they  appear  to  go  far  to  establish  a  nearly  uni- 
form temperature  for  abyssal  depths,  not  far  from 
the  freezing-point  of  fresh  water. 

As  it  was  evident  that  the  low  temperature  for 
deep  water  in  tropical  regions  could  not  be  acquired 

'  Sounding  Voy^  of  H.M.S.  'Hydra,'  Captain  P.  F.  Shortlind, 
London :  1869. 

*  Soundings  and  TeinpentnroB  in  the  Gnlf-etraam.  By  Cnrnmander 
W.  Chimmo,  RN.  (Proceedinga  of  the  Eoyal  Geographical  Society, 
ToL  xiii.) 
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hy  contact  with  tlic  surt'atv  of  the  crust  of  the 
earth,  tlie  tnevitahle  conclusion  seems  to  have  Ikcii 
early  an-ived  at  that,  if  such  temperatui-es  existed, 
they  must  he  due  to  a  general  oceanic  circulation, — 
to  surface  currents  of  warm  water  passing  towards 
the  jmlos,  and  compensating  counter-currents  of  cold 
water  from  the  poles  towards  the  equator.  Uum- 
holdt  states  that  he  showed,  in  1^12,  "that  the  low 
temperature  of  the  tropical  seas  at  great  depths  could 
only  he  owing  to  currents  from  the  poles  lo  the 
cfiuator." ' 

D'Aubuisson,  in  1819,  also  attributed  the  low 
temperature  of  tlic  sea  at  great  depths  at  or  near 
the  equator  lo  the  flow  of  currents  from  the  poles.' 

liut  although  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  currents 
lowering  the  temperature  of  deep  water  in  e^pia- 
torial  regions  was  admitted  hy  various  authorities 
in  physical  geography,  little  light  was  thrown  upon 
Ihe  causes  of  this  circulation.  Lntterly,  the  whol*.' 
subject  became  o))seHred  hy  the  very  general  adop- 
tion of  the  doctrine  already  referred  to  of  a  perma- 
nent temperature  of  4°  C.  all  over  the  world  beyond 
a  certain  depth;  and  it  was  not  until  the  publi- 
cation of  Captain  Jtaury's  fascinating  hook  on  llie 
*  riiysieal  Geography  of  the  Sea '  had  given  an  extra- 
ordinary stimulus  to  the  study  of  this  department 
of  science,  that  the  qviestion  was  again  raised. 

It  was  natural  from  its  geographical  position,  and 
from  the  much  greater  opportunity  which  it  offered 
for  the  accumulation  of  the  almost  infinite  namber 

>  Frajtinenli)  do  Vtrnl  et  <le  L'limatol.  Asiat.,  1831. 
'  Tfttitii  do  tlrogn"»io.    -QiioUmI  in  llio  AnntvcrMnr  A<Wrw»  to  tli» 
G«olugIcal  Hiiciety  of  Iion'loTi,  l?(l. 
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of  data  required  for  the  coiisideratiou  of  such  sub- 
jects, that  the  basin  of  the  North  Atlantic  should 
he  selected  for  investigation,  more  particularly  as 
peculiarities  of  climate  seemed  there  to  be  limited  in 
space,  and  well  defined  and  even  extreme  in  character. 

It  seems  at  first  somewhat  singular  that  there 
should  be  any  room  for  question  as  to  the  causes, 
the  sources,  and  the  directions  of  the  ocean  currents 
which  traverse  the  ocean  in  our  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, and  exercise  a  most  important  influence 
on  our  economy  and  well-being.  The  investigation 
is,  however,  one  of  singular  difficulty.  Some  currents 
are  palpable  enough,  going  at  a  rate  and  with  a  force 
which  make  it  easy  to  detect  them,  and  even  com- 
paratively easy  to  gauge  their  volume  and  define 
their  path;  but  it  seems  that  the  great  movements 
of  the  water  of  the  ocean,  those  which  produce  the 
most  important  results  in  the  transfer  of  tempera- 
ture and  the  modification  of  climate,  are  not  of  this 
character.  These  move  so  slowly  that  their  surface 
movement  is  constantly  masked  by  the  drift  of  vari- 
able winds,  and  they  thus  produce  no  scnsililc  effect 
upon  navigation. 

The  path  and  limits  of  such  bodies  of  moving 
water  can  only  be  determined  by  the  use  of  the 
thermometer.  The  equalizing  of  the  temperature 
of  bodies  of  water  in  contact  with  one  another  and 
differently  heated,,  by  conduction,  diffusion,  and 
mixture,  is  however  so  slow,  that  we  usually  have 
but  little  difficulty  in  distinguishing  currents  from 
different  sources. 

Up  to  the  present  time  little  had  been  done  in 
determining  the  depth  and  mass  of  currents  by  tho 
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thermometer,  and  under-eurrents  were  practically 
unknown;  but  the  limits  of  surface  currents  had 
been  traced  with  considerable  precision  by  observa- 
tions of  the  temperature  of  the  surface  of  the  sea, 
even  when  the  movement  was  so  slow  as  not  to  be 
otherwise  perceptible.  The  amount  of  heat  received 
directly  from  the  sun  may  bo  taken  approximately 
to  depend  upon  latitude  only,  and  this  heat  is  in 
addition  to  the  heat  of  the  surface  water  derived 
from  other  sources,  whatever  these  may  be.  Observa- 
tions of  suri'ace  temperature  accordingly  give  us  the 
heat  derived  directly  from  the  sun  in  the  region,  and 
the  heat  derived  from  the  same  source  during  the 
passage  of  the  water  to  the  region,  in  addition  to  the 
original  heat  of  the  water;  if,  therefore,  the  n'ater  of 
any  region  he  derived  from — that  is  to  say,  form  part 
of — a  movement  of  water  from  a  polar  source,  and 
if  the  surface  water  of  another  area  on  the  same 
parallel  of  latitude  form  part  of  an  equatorial  current, 
altiiough  in  that  particular  latitude  they  receive  in 
both  cases  tlie  same  amount  of  lieat  from  the  sun, 
there  will  be  a  marked  difference  in  their  tempcTn- 
ture.  To  take  an  extreme  case;  the  mean  tem- 
perature of  the  sea  in  the  month  of  July  off  the 
Hebrides,  in  lat.  58°  N.,  in  the  path  of  the  Gulf- 
stream,  is  13'  C. ;  while  in  the  same  latitude  off  the 
coast  of  Ijibrndor,  in  the  course  of  the  Labrador 
current,  it  is  i'S  C. 

The  distribution  of  surface  temperature  in  the 
Korth  Atlantic  is  certainly  very  exceptional.  A 
glance  at  the  chart  1*1.  VU.,  rPi>rescnting  the  general 
distribution  of  heat  for  the  mouth  of  July,  Kbows 
that  the  isotliermal  lines  for  that  month,  instead  of 
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tending  in  the  least  to  coincide  with  the  parallels 
of  latitude,  run  up  into  a  series  of  long  loops,  some 
of  them  continued  into  the  Arctic  Sea. 

The  temperature  of  the  bordering  land  is  not 
aflfected  to  any  perceptible  degree  by  direct  radia- 
tion from  the  sea ;  but  it  is  greatly  affected  by  the 
temperature  of  the  prevailing  winds.  Setting  aside 
the  still  more  important  point  of  the  equalization 
of  Biunmer  and  winter  temperature,  the  mean  annual 
temperature  of  Bergen,  lat.  60°  24'  N.,  subject  to 
the  ameliorating  influence  of  the  prevailing  south- 
west wind  blowing  over  the  temperate  water  of  the 
North  Atlantic,  is  6°-7  C. ;  while  that  of  Tobolsk, 
lat.  68'  13'  N.,  is  -  2°-4  C. 

But  the  temperature  of  the  North  Atlantic  and 
its  bordering  lands  is  not  only  raised  above  that 
of  places  on  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  having  a 
'  continental '  climate,  but  it  is  greatly  higher  than 
that  of  places  apparently  similarly  circumstanced  to 
itself  in  the  southern  hemisphere.  Thus  the  mean 
annual  temperature  of  the  F*roe  Islands,  lat.  62°  2'N., 
is  7°'!  C,  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  Falkland  Islands, 
lat  52°  S.,  which  is  8°'2  C. ;  and  the  temperature  of 
Dublin,  lat.  63°  21'  N.,  is  9°-6  C,  while  that  of  Port 
Famine,  lat.  63°  8'  S.,  is  6°'3  C.  Again,  the  high 
temperature  of  the  North  Atlantic  is  not  equally 
distributed,  but  is  very  marked  in  its  determination 
to  the  north-east  coast.  Thus  the  mean  annual  tem- 
perature of  Halifax  (Nova  Scotia),  lat.  41°  39'  N., 
is  6°-2  C,  while  that  of  Dublin,  lat.  63°  21'  N., 
is  9°'6C. ;  and  the  temperature  of  Boston  (Mass.), 
lat.  42°  21'  N.,  is  exactly  the  same  as  that  of 
Dublin. 
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This  roniarkablo  diversion  of  the  isothermal  lines 
fraiu  tlieii"  normal  direction  is  admittedly  caused 
by  ocean  currents  affeoting  the  temperature  of  the 
surface  while  conveying  the  warm  tropical  water 
towards  the  polar  regions,  whence  there  is  a  con- 
stant counterflow  of  cold  water  Iwneath  to  supply 
its  place. 

We  thus  arrive  at  the  well-known  result  that  tlie 
temperature  of  the  sea  bathing  tlic  north-eastern 
shores  of  the  Xorth  Atlantic  is  raised  greatly  above 
its  normal  point  by  currents  involving  an  inter- 
change of  tropicnl  and  polar  water ;  and  that  the 
lands  boi'dering  on  the  North  Atlantic  participate 
iu  this  amelioration  of  climate  by  (he  lieat  imparted 
by  the  water  to  their  prevailing  winds. 

This  phenomenon  is  not  confined  to  tiie  North 
Athinlic,  althougli  from  its  peculiar  configuration 
and  relation  to  the  land  that  ocean  presents  the 
most  marked  example.  A  corresponding  series  nf 
loops,  not  so  well  defined,  passes  southwards  along 
the  east  coast  of  South  America,  and  a  very  marked 
series  occupies  the  north-eastern  angle  of  the  Pacific 
oft"  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  the  coast  of  California, 

Two  principal  views  have  been  held  ns  to  the 
causes  of  the  currents  in  the  North  Atlantic.  One  of 
these,  which  appears  to  have  been  first  (ulvanced  in 
a  definite  form  by  Captain  Maury,  and  which  has 
pceeived  some  vague  support  from  Professor  Buff,  is 
that  tlie  great  currents  and  counter-currents  of  warm 
and  cold  water  are  due  to  a  circulation  in  the  watery 
siiell  of  tlie  globe,  comparable  to  tbo  circulation  of 
the  utmospbere, — tliat  is  to  say,  caused  by  tropical 
heat  and  evaporation,  and  arctic  cold. 
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It  is  not  easy  to  uuderstand  (Captain  Maury's  view. 
He  traces  all  ocean  cun-ents  to  differences  in  specific 
gravity.  He  says :  "  If  we  except  the  tides,  and  the 
partial  currents  of  the  sea,  such  as  those  that  may  be 
created  by  the  wind,  we  may  lay  it  down  as  a  rule 
that  all  the  currents  of  the  ocean  owe.  their  origin  to 
the  differences  of  specific  gravity  between  sea-water 
at  one  place  and  sea-water  at  another :  for  wlierever 
there  is  such  a  difference,  whether  it  be  owing  to  dif- 
ference of  temperature  or  to  difference  of  saltness, 
&c.,  it  is  a  difference  that  disturbs  equilibrium,  and 
currents  are  the  consequence.'"  These  differences 
in  specific  gravity  he  attributes  to  two  principal 
causes ;  differences  in  temperature,  and  excess  of  salts 
produced  by  evaporation.  Captain  Maury  explains 
his  views  as  to  the  first  of  these  causes  by  an  illustra- 
tion. "  Let  us  now  suppose  that  all  the  water  within 
the  tropics  to  the  depth  of  one  hundred  fathoms  sud- 
denly becomes  oil.  The  aqueous  equilibrium  of  the 
planet  would  thereby  be  disturbed,  and  a  general 
system  of  currents  and  counter-currents  would  be 
immediately  commenced,  the  oil  in  an  unbroken  sheet 
on  the  surface  running  towards  the  poles,  and  the 
water  as  an  under-current  towards  the  equator.  The 
oil  is  supposed,  as  it  reaches  the  polar  basin,  to  be  re- 
converted into  water,  and  the  water  to  become  oil  as 
it  crosses  Cancer  and  Capricorn,  rising  to  the  surface 
in  intertropical  regions,  and  returning  as  before." 
"  Now,  do  not  the  cold  water  of  the  north,  and  the 
warm  water  of  the  gulf  made  specifically  lighter  by 
tropical  heat,  and  which  we  see  actually  presenting 

The  Physical  Creogmpliy  of  tlie  Sea,  nml  Us  Meteorology.     By 
"M.  T.  lUury,  LLIJ. 
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such  a  system  of  counter-currents,  hold  at  least,  in 
some  degree,  the  relation  of  the  supposed  water 
and  oil." ' 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Maury  concludes 
that  the  waters  in  intertropical  regions  are  expanded 
by  heat,  and  those  in  polar  regions  are  contracted  by 
cold,  and  that  this  tends  to  produce  a  surface-current 
from  the  equator  to  the  poles,  and  an  under-current 
from  the  poles  to  the  equator."* 

With  regard  to  increased  specilic  gravity  produced 
by  excess  of  salt,  Captain  Maury  says, — 

"  The  brine  of  the  ocean  is  the  ley  of  the  earth. 
From  it  the  sea  derives  dynamical  power,  and  its  cur- 
rents their  main  strength."'  "One  of  the  purposes 
which  in  the  grand  design  it  was  probably  intended 
to  accomplish  by  leaving  the  sea  salt  and  not  fresh, 
was  to  impart  to  its  waters  the  forces  and  powers 
necessary  to  make  their  circulation  complete."*  "  In 
the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  concerning  this 
wonderful  phenomenon  (for  the  Gulf-stream  is  one 
of  the  most  marvellous  things  in  the  ocean),  we  can 
do  little  more  than  conjecture.  But  we  have  the 
causes  in  operation,  which  we  may  safely  assume 
are  among  those  concerned  in  producing  the  Gulf- 
stream.  One  of  these  is  the  increased  saltness  of 
its  water  after  the  trade-winds  have  been  supplied 
with  vapour  firom  it,  be  it  much  or  little;  and  the 
other  is  the  diminished  quantum  of  salt  which  the 


*  Caploin  Maury,  op.  dt, 

*  Oq  Ouena  C'urrcitbt.  Pvt  III.  On  tlit^  I'iiyucol  CauMof  Ocua 
Currciita.  Itj  Junes  Crol),  uf  the  (zoological  Surrey  of  ScoUaDii. 
(Philoaophic^  Mnguino,  October  1870.) 

'  Captain  Maurjr,  op.  ctt.  *  lUd. 
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Baltic  and  the  northern  seas  contain.'"  "  Now,  here 
wc  have  on  one  side  the  Caribhean  Sea  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico  with  their  waters  of  brine ;  on  the  other, 
the  great  Polar  Basin,  the  Baltic,  and  the  North  Sea, 
the  two  latter  with  waters  that  are  but  little  more 
than  brackish.  In  one  set  of  these  sea-basins  the 
water  is  heavy,  in  the  other  it  is  light.  Between 
them  the  ocean  intervenes ;  but  water  is  bound  to 
seek  and  to  maintain  its  level ;  and  here,  therefore, 
we  unmask  one  of  the  agents  concerned  in  causing 
the  Gulf-stream."  * 

As  Mr.  James  CroU  has  very  clearly  pointed  out, 
Captain  Maury's  two  causes  tend  to  neutralize  each 
other. 

"  Now  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  if  difference  in 
saltness  is  to  co-operate  with  difference  in  tempera- 
ture in  the  production  of  ocean  currents,  the  saltest 
waters,  and  consequently  the  densest,  must  be  in 
the  polar  regions ;  and  the  waters  least  salt,  and 
consequently  lightest,  must  be  in  equatorial  and  in- 
tertropical regions.  Were  the  saltest  water  at  the 
equator  and  the  freshest  at  the  poles,  it  would  tend 
to  neutralize  the  effect  due  to  heat,  and,  instead  of 
producing  a  current,  would  simply  tend  to'  prevent 
the  existence  of  the  currents  which  otherwise  would 
result  from  difference  of  temperature."  "According 
to  both  theories  it  is  the  differences  of  density  be- 
tween the  equatorial  and  polar  waters  that  gives  rise 
to  currents ;  but  according  to  the  one  theory,  the 
equatorial  waters  are  lighter  than  the  polar,  whilst 
according  to  the  other  theory  they  are  heavier  than 
the  polar.  Either  the  one  theory  or  the  other  may 
'  Captain  Maui;,  op.  cit.  *  Ibid. 
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be  true,  or  neitlier;  but  it  is  logically  impossible  that 
both  of  these  can,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
waters  of  the  equator  cannot  at  the  same  time  be 
both  lighter  and  hearier  than  the  water  at  tlio  poles." 
"  So  long  as  the  two  causes  continue  in  action,  no 
current  can  arise  unless  the  energy  of  the  one  cause 
should  happen  to  exceed  that  of  the  other,  and  eren 
then  a  current  will  only  exist  to  the  extent  by 
which  the  strength  of  the  one  exceeds  that  of  the 
other."  ' 

It  seems  scarcely  necessary  to  enter  further  into 
detail  in  reference  to  Captain  Maury's  theory  of  ocean 
currents,  which  is  really  chiefly  remarkable  for  its 
ambiguity,  and  for  the  pleasant  popular  style  in 
which  it  is  advocated ;  since  my  friend  and  col- 
league Dr.  Carpenter  has  latterly  brought  into  great 
prominence  what  appears  to  he  a  moditieation  of  the 
same  new,  put  in  a  more  definite  form. 

Professor  Buff,  in  his  excellent  little  volume  on  the 
Physics  of  the  Earth,  speaking  of  the  layer  of  cold 
water  derived  from  the  Arctic  seas  which  underlies 
the  tropical  ocean,  and  its  method  of  transport,  says : 
"The  following  well-known  experiment  clearly  illus- 
trates the  manner  of  the  movement.  A  glass  vessel 
is  to  be  filled  with  water  with  which  some  powder 
has  been  mixed,  and  is  then  to  be  heated  at  bottom. 
You  will  soon  see,  from  the  motion  of  the  particles 
of  powder,  that  currents  are  set  up  in  opposite  direc- 
tions through  the  water.  "Warm  water  rises  from  the 
bottom,  up  through  the  middle  of  the  vessel,  and 
spreads  over  the  surface ;  while  the  colder,  and  there- 
fore heavier  liquid,  falls   down  at  the  sides  of  the 

'  'Tnmes  Crolt,  0[k  riL 
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glasii.  Currents  like  these  must  arise  in  all  water- 
basins,  and  even  in  the  oceans  if  different  parts  of 
their  surface  are  unequally  heated."  ^ 

This  is  of  course  a  common  class-experiment  illus- 
trating convection.  It  is  evidently  impossible  that 
movements  of  ocean  water  can  be  produced  in  this 
way,  for  it  is  well  known  that  everywhere,  except 
under  certain  exceptional  circumstances  in  the  polar 
basin,  the  temperature  of  the  sea  decreases  from  the 
surface  to  a  minimum  at  the  bottom,  and  tropical 
heat  is  applied  at  the  surface  only.  It  is  singular 
that  this  irrelevant  illustration  should  have  been 
introduced  by  Professor  Buff ;  for  his  account  of  the 
origin  and  extension  of  the  Gulf-stream,  which  may 
be  taken  as  the  type  and  exponent  of  ocean  currents, 
is  quite  consistent  with  the  commonly  received 
opinions. 

On  working  up  the  temperature  resxilts  of  the 
'  Porcupine '  expedition  of  1869,  Dr.  Carpenter  satis- 
fied himself  that  the  mass  of  comparatively  warm 
water,  800  fathoms  deep,  which  we  had  established  as 
existing,  and  probably  moving  in  a  north-easterly 
direction,  along  the  west  coasts  of  Britain  and  the 
Lusitanian  peninsula,  could  not  be  an  extension  of 
the  Gulf-stream,  but  must  be  due  to  a  general  cir- 
culation of  the  waters  of  the  ocean  comparable  with 
the  circulation  of  the  atmosphera 

"  The  influence  of  the  Qulf-stream  proper  (meaning 

'  Familiar  Letters  on  the  Physics  of  the  Earth ;  treating  of  the 
chief  MoTements  of  the  Lend,  the  Water,  and  the  Air,  and  the  Forces 
that  give  rise  b)  them.  By  Henry  Buff,  Professor  of  Ffajeica  in  the 
University  of  Giessen.  Edited  by  A.  W.  Hofinann,  Ph.D.,  F.K.S. 
London:  ISfil. 
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by  this  the  body  of  superheated  water  whidi  issues 
through  the  '  narrows '  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico),  if 
it  readies  this  locality  at  all — which  is  very  doubtful 
— could  only  affect  the  most  superficial  stratum ;  and 
the  same  may  be  said  of  the  surface-drift  caused 
by  the  jirevalence  of  south-westerly  winds,  to  which 
some  have  attributed  the  phenomena  usually  ac- 
counted for  by  the  extension  of  the  Gulf-stream  to 
these  rei;;ions.  And  the  presence  of  the  body  of 
water  which  lies  between  100  and  600  fathoms  depth, 
and  the  range  of  whose  'temperature  is  from  48° 
(S'-SS  C)  to  42°  (5°-5  C),  can  scarcely  be  accounted 
for  on  any  other  hypothesis  than  that  of  a  groat 
general  movement  of  equatorial  water  towards  the 
polar  area,  of  which  movement  the  Gulf-stream  con- 
stitutes a  peculiar  case,  modified  liy  local  conditions. 
In  like  manner  the  arctic  stream  which  underlies 
the  warm  superficial  strata  in  our  cold  area,  con- 
stitutes a  peculiar  caee,  modified  by  the  local  condi- 
tions, to  be  presently  explained,  of  a  great  general 
movement  of  polar  water  towards  tlie  equatorial 
area,  which  depresses  the  temperature  of  the  deepest 
parts  of  the  great  oceanic  basins  nearly  to  the 
freezing-point."  ^ 

At  first  I)r,  Carpenter  appears  to  have  regarded 
this  oceanic  circulation  as  a  case  of  simple  eonveetion, 
"  To  what,  then,  is  the  north-east  movement  of  tho 
warm  upper  stratum  of  the  N(n-th  Atlantic  attri- 
butable? I  luive  attempted  to  show  that  it  is  jjart 
of  a  general  interchange  between  polar  and  equa- 
torial waters,  which  ii>  quite  independent  of  any  such 

'  A  Locttini  dclivtrol  mt  tlie   lioyal   Institution,  abotKctod  witli  J 
Uie  jkuthur's  eigDuture  Ut  Xiltrr.  vol  i,  p.  188  (Alorch  lOlb,  I870X 
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local  accidents  as  those  which  produce  the  Gulf- 
stream,  proper,  and  which  gives  movement  to  a  much 
larger  and  deeper  body  of  water  than  the  latter  can 
affect.  The  evidence  of  such  an  interchange  is  two- 
fold— that  of  physical  theory,  and  that  of  actual 
ohserration.  Such  a  movement  must  take  place,  as 
was  long  since  pointed  out  by  Professor  BuflF,  when- 
ever an  extended  body  of  water  is  heated  at  one  part 
and  cooled  at  another;  it  is  made  use  of  in  the  warm- 
ing of  buildings  by  the  hot-water  apparatus,  and  it 
was  admirably  displayed  at  the  Royal  Institution  a 
few  months  since  in  the  following  experiment  kindly 
prepared  for  me  by  Dr.  Odling."  Dr.  Carpenter 
then  repeats  Professor  Buff's  convection  experiment, 
the  heat  being  applied  by  a  steam  jet  introduced 
vertically  at  one  end  of  a  narrow  glass  trough  while 
a  block  of  ice  was  wedged  into  the  other  end 
"Thus  a  circulation  was  shown  to  be  maintained  in 
the  trough  by  the  application  of  heat  at  one  of  its 
extremities  and  of  cold  at  the  other,  the  heated  water 
flowing  along  the  surface  from  the  warm  to  the  cold 
end,  and  the  cooled  water  flowing  along  the  bottom 
from  the  cold  to  the  warm  end;  just  as  it  has  been 
maintained  that  equatorial  water  streams  on  the 
surface  towards  the  poles,  and  that  polar  water 
returns  along  the  bottom  towards  the  equator,  if 
the  movement  be  not  interfered  with  by  interposed 
obstacles,  or  prevented  by  antagonistic  currents 
arising  from  local  peculiarities."^ 

That  such  a  movement  cannot  take  place  on  this 
hypothesis,  has  been  already   shown ;  and  Dr.  Oar- 

'  The  Gulf-Stream.  A  Utter  from  Dr.  Carpenter  to  the  Editor  of 
Aa(««, dated  Gibraltar,  August  11th,  1870.  (Nature,  vol.  ii.  p.  334.) 
B  B    2 
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pi'titer  in  a  lecture  to  the  Royal  Geographical 
Society,  iu  an  illustration  drawn  from  two  supposed 
basins,  ono  under  equatorial  conditions  and  the  other 
iintlor  polar,  connected  by  a  strait,'  says :  "  The  effect 
of  surliuH'-At'«^  upon  the  water  of  the  tropical  hasin 
will  bo  fur  the  most  part  limited  to  its  uppermost 
stratum,  and  may  here  be  practically  disregarded. 
But  the  effect  of  surface-cold  upon  the  water  of  the 
polar  basin  will  be  to  reduce  the  temperature  of  its 
wliolo  mass  below  the  freezing-point  of  fresh  water, 
the  surlucu  stratum  sinking  as  it  is  cooled,  by  virtue 
of  its  diuiiuisbed  hulk  and  increased  density,  and  being 
ri'phu'od  by  water  not  yet  cooled  to  the  same  degree. 
'I'lif  waruu'r  water  will  not  come  up  from  below,  but 
will  In'  drawn  into  the  basin  from  the  surface  of  the 
surroiuuling  aroa ;  and  since  what  is  thus  drawn 
away  must  he  supplied  from  a  yet  greater  distance, 
tilt'  i-outinual  cooling  of  the  surface  stratum  in  the 
polar  basin  will  cause  a  '  set'  of  water  towards  it  to 
he  projiagated  backwards  tlirough  the  whole  inter- 
vening ocvan  ill  connection  with  it,  until  it  reaches 
the  tivpical  ai-ea."  And  further  on  in  the 
address :  "  It  is  seen  that  the  application  of  c 
fitf  ai'r/vHv  is  pi-ocisely  etiuivalent  as  a  moving  | 
t<t  that  application  of  hent  at  the  bottom  by  } 
the  eii-eulatiou  of  water  is  sustained  in  every  I 
apparatus  that  makes  use  of  it."  No 
appUeatiiui  of  cold  to  the  surface  of  a  i 
luvviously  at  the  same  temperature  throui 

'  ''a   til-.'    I'.iV-riJtJr   (.'urreiit,    the   Gulf-AticuB. 
OcK'Mi.:  tiniiUtion.     By  Itr.  \V.  B.  O 
fn.-iu  tiiii  I'lwuediiij^  of  the  Boyal 
1670. 
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have  the  same  effect  as  the  application  of  heat  to 
the  bottom,  and  in  either  case  we  should  have  an 
instance  of  simple  convection,  the  warmer  under- 
water rising  through  a  colder  upper  layer ;  but 
that  is  not  what  we  have  in  the  polar  sea ;  for  the 
temperature  of  the  arctic  sea  gradually  sinks  from 
a  few  fathoms  beneath  the  surface  to  a  minimum 
temperature,  and  consequent  maximum  density,  at 
the  bottom.  Therefore  in  this  case  the  application 
of  cold  at  the  surface  is  not  equivalent  to  the  appli- 
cation of  heat  to  the  bottom  in  a  hot-water  heating 
apparatus,  and  Dr.  Carpenter  has  shown  that  he  is 
aware  of  this  by  requiring  the  backward  propagation 
of  a  surface-cuTrent. 

That  a  certain  effect  in  increase  of  specific  gravity 
must  be  produced  by  the  cooling  of  the  surface  film 
of  the  arctic  ocean  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt ; 
but  the  area  of  maximum  effect  is  very  limited,  and 
during  the  long  arctic  winter  the  greater  part  of  that 
area  is  protected  by  a  thick  layer  of  ice,  one  of  the 
worst  possible  conductors. 

It  certainly  appears  to  me  that  this  cause  is 
totally  inadequate  to  induce  a  powerful  current  of 
great  depth,  six  thousand  miles  long  and  several 
thousand  miles  in  width,  the  effect  which  Dr.  Car- 
penter attributes  to  it. 

During  the  summer  of  1870,  and  afterwards  in 
1871,  Dr.  Carpenter  made  a  series  of  observations  on 
the  current  in  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar,  The  existence 
of  an  under-current  out  of  the  Mediterranean  was 
considered  to  be  established  by  these  observations, 
and  the  conclusions  arrived  at  as  to  its  cause  did  not 
differ  materially  from  those  already  very  generally 
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accepted.  Dr.  Carpenter  believes,  however,  that  the 
conditions  in  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  and  in  the 
Baltic  Sound  aptly  illustrate  the  general  circulation 
in  the  ocean,  and  confirm  his  views. 

I  quote  from  the  general  summary  of  Dr.  Car- 
penter's address  to  the  Geographical  Society : — 

"The  application  of  the  foregoing  principles  to 
the  particular  cases  discussed  in  the  paper  is  as 
follows : — 

"  VIII. — A  vertical  circulation  is  maintained  in 
the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  by  the  excess  of  evaporation 
in  the  Mediterranean  over  the  amount  of  fresh  water 
returned  into  its  basin,  which  at  the  same  time 
lowers  its  level  and  increases  its  density;  so  that 
the  surface  inflow  of  salt  water  which  restores  its 
level  (exceeding  by  the  weight  of  salt  contained 
in  it  the  weight  of  fresh  water  which  has  passed  off 
by  evaporation)  disturbs  the  equilibrium  and  pro- 
duces a  deep  outflow,  which  in  its  turn  lowers  the 
level.  The  same  may  be  assumed  to  be  the  case 
in  the  Strait  of  Babelmandeb. 

"  IX. — A  vertical  circulation  is  maintained  in  the 
Baltic  Sound  by  an  excess  in  the  influx  of  fresh 
water  into  the  Baltic ;  which  at  the  same  time 
raises  its  level  and  diminishes  its  density,  so  as  to 
produce  a  surface  outflow,  leaving  the  Baltic  column 
the  lighter  of  the  two,  so  that  a  deep  inflow  must 
take  place  to  restore  the  equilibrium.  The  same 
may  be  assumed  to  be  the  case  in  the  Bosphorus 
and  Dardanelles. 

"  X. — A  vertical  circulation  must,  on  the  same 
principles,  be  maintained  between  polar  and  equa- 
torial waters  by  the  difference  of  their  temperatures : 
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the  level  of  the  polar  water  being  reduced,  and  its 
density  increased  by  the  surface-cold  to  which  it  is 
subjected,  whilst  a  downward  motion  is  also  imparted 
to  each  stratum  successively  exposed  to  it ;  and  the 
level  of  equatorial  water  being  raised  and  its  density 
diminished  by  the  surface-A^a<  to  which  it  is  exposed. 
(The  first  of  these  agencies  is  by  far  the  more  effec- 
tive, since  it  extends  to  the  whole  depth  of  the  water, 
whilst  the  second  only  affects,  in  any  considerable 
degree,  the  superficial  stratum.)  Thus  a  movement 
will  be  imparted  to  the  upper  stratum  of  oceanic 
water  from  the  equator  towards  the  poles,  wliilst  a 
movement  will  be  imparted  to  the  deeper  stratum 
from  the  poles  towards  the  equator." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  doctrine  here  propounded 
by  my  distinguished  colleague,  if  I  understand  it 
aright,  is  open  to  the  objection  to  which  I  have 
already  referred  in  connection  with  the  speculations 
of  Captain  Maury. 

If  the  currents  flow  in  the  direction  and  with  the 
permanence  accepted  by  Dr.  Carpenter  in  the  Strait 
of  Gibraltar  and  in  the  Baltic  Sound,  if  their  flow 
and  its  direction  be  due  to  the  causes  to  which  Dr. 
Carpenter  attributes  them,  and  if  there  be  any 
analogy  whatever  between  the  conditions  of  equi- 
librium of  these  inland  seas  and  that  of  the  outer 
ocean, — none  of  which  propositions  appear  to  me  at 
all  satisfactorily  proved, — I  should  think  that  the  vast 
equatorial  region,  the  path  of  the  trade-winds  and 
the  belt  of  vertical  solar  radiation,  must,  so  far  as 
evaporation  is  concerned,  resemble,  or  rather  greatly 
exaggerate,  the  conditions  of  the  Mediterranean.  The 
consequent  accumulation  of  salt, — through  the  whole 
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depth  of  course,  the  brine  sinking  downwards, — mast 
greatly  outweigh  (I  give  this  as  wliat  Petermann 
would  call  a  gratuitous  speculation)  the  slight  ex- 
pansion caused  by  the  heating  of  the  surface  layer. 
The  more  restricted  arctic  basin  on  the  other  hand« 
as  was  long  ago  pointed  out  by  Capt.  Maury,  parti- 
cipates to  a  certain  extent  in  the  characteristics  of 
the  Baltic ;  and  I  am  greatly  mistaken  if  the  low 
specific  gravity  of  tlie  polar  sea,  the  result  of  the 
condensation  and  precipitation  of  vapour  evaporated 
from  the  intertropical  area,  do  not  fully  counter- 
balance the  contraction  of  the  superficial  film  by 
arctic  cold. 

The  North  Atlantic  ocean  bears  a  proportion 
in  depth  to  the  mass  of  the  earth  considerably 
less  than  that  of  the  paper  covering  an  eigbtecn- 
inch  globe  to  that  of  the  globe  it  covers,  while 
the  film  heated  by  direct  solar  radiation  may  be 
represented  by  its  surface  coaling  of  varnish, 
and  is  not  actually  thicker  than  the  height  of 
St.  Paul's.  Physicists  seem  to  find  a  difficulty  in 
giving  us  the  amount  of  palpable  effect  in  p'ro- 
■  ducing  currents  in  this  shell  of  water,  six  thousand 
miles  in  length  by  three  thousand  in  widtli  and 
two  miles  in  thickness,  which  may  be  due  to  causes 
such  as  those  relied  upon  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  acting 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  and  to  the  amount 
in  wbieli  we  find  them  in  nature ;  and  probably  we 
arc  not  yet  in  a  position  to  give  them  sufficient  data 
to  enable  them  to  do  so.  Mr.  Croll,  a  good  authority 
in  such  matters,  has  attempted  to  make  some  calcu- 
lations, and  cornea  to  the  conclusion  that  none  of  them 
julFu'icnt  tn  ovpn-omr  the  friction  of  water  and  to 
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produce  any  current  whatever;^  but  in  this  view  he 
does  not  certainly  receive  universal  support.  I  am 
myself  inclined  to  believe  that  in  a  great  body  of 
salt  water  at  diflferent  temperatures,  with  unequal 
amounts  of  evaporation,  under  varying  barometric 
pressures,  and  subject  to  the  drift  of  variable  winds, 
currents  of  all  kinds,  great  and  small,  variable  and 
more  or  less  permanent,  must  be  set  up;'  but  the 
probable  result  appears  to  be  reduced  to  a  minimum 
when  we  find  that  causes,  themselves  of  doubtful 
efficiency,  actually  antagonize  one  another ;  and  that 
we  are  obliged  to  trust  for  the  final  eflfect  to  the 
amount  by  which  the  least  feeble  of  these  exceeds 
the  others  in  strength.  Speaking  in  the  total  ab- 
sence of  all  reliable  data,  it  is  my  general  impres- 
sion that,  if  we  were  to  set  aside  all  other  agencies, 
and  to  trust  for  an  oceanic  circulation  to  those  con- 
ditions only  which  are  relied  upon  by  Dr.  Carpenter, 
if  there  were  any  general  circulation  at  all,  which 
seems  very  problematical,  the  odds  are  rather  in 
favour  of  a  warm  under-current  travelling  north- 
wards by  virtue  of  its  excess  of  salt,  balanced  by  a 
surface  return-current  of  fresher  though  colder  arctic 
water. 

With  regard,  then,  to  this  question  of  a  general 
circulation  caused  by  difference  in  specific  gravity, 
for  the  present  I  cordially  endorse  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed  by  the  late  Sir  John  Herschel  in  a  cautious 

^  James  Croll,  op.  cit. 

^  On  the  Distribution  of  Tomf)eratares  in  the  North  Atlantic. 
An  Address  delivered  to  the  Meteorological  Society  of  Scotland  at 
the  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  July  5th,  1871,  by  Professor 
Wyville  Tliomson. 
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and  excellent  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Carpenter— a 
letter  whicli  there  is  no  impropriety  in  my  quoting  in 
full  as  it  is  already  in  print,  and  which  lias  a  special 
interest,  as  being  probably  one  of  the  last  written 
by  Sir  John  Herschel  on  scientific  subjects  : — 


■■(.'oLUSOwooo,   A,>ril  illh,  1S7I. 

"My  dear  Sir. — Many  thanks  for  your  paper  on  tlie  Gib- 
raltar current  and  tlie  Ciulf-stream.  Assiii'edly,  after  well  con- 
sidering all  you  say,  as  well  as  the  common  sense  of  the  matter, 
and  the  experience  of  our  hot-water  circulation  pipes  in  our 
greenhouses,  &c.,  there  is  no  refusing  to  admit  that  au  oceanic 
circulation  of  some  sort  muBt  arise  from  mere  heat,  cold,  and 
evaporation,  as  vertr  cangtr,  and  yon  have  bi'onyht  forward  with 
Bingular  emphasis  the  more  powerful  action  of  the  polar  cold,  or 
rather  the  more  intense  action,  as  its  maximum  effect  ia  limited 
to  a  much  smaller  area  than  that  of  the  maximum  of  e<juatoria1 
heat. 

"The  action  of  the  trade  and  counter-trade  winds,  in  lilce 
manner,  cannot  be  ignored ;  and  henceforward  tlie  queslion  of 
ocean  currents  will  have  to  be  studied  under  a  twofold  point  of 
view.  The  wind-currents,  however,  are  of  easier  investigation  : 
all  the  causes  lie  on  the  surface  ;  none  of  the  agencies  escape 
our  notice ;  the  cunfiguratiun  of  cossta,  which  mainly  determines 
their  direction,  is  patent  to  sight.  It  is  otherwise  witli  the  other 
class  of  movements.  They  take  place  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean ; 
and  their  movements  and  directions  and  cliaunels  of  concentra- 
tion are  limited  to  the  conliguration  of  the  sea-hottom,  which 
has  to  be  studied  over  its  entire  surface  by  the  very  imperfect 
method  of  soundinj;. 

"  I  am  glad  you  .^ncct-cdcd  in  setting  specimens  of  >[editer- 
raucnn  vaU-r  near  the  place  of  the  presumed  sail  spring  of 
Smytli  and  Wnllaat^m,  making  it  clear  that  the  whole  nfifUr 
nuLst  have  arisen  from  snmu  accidental  subi^Lituliun  of  onv 
bottle  for  another,  or  from  evajwratioii.  I  never  put  any  hearty 
faith  in  it 
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"So,  after  all,  there  is  an  under-current  setting  outwards  in 

the  Straits  of  Gibraltar. 

"Repeating  my  thanks  for  this  interesting   memoir,  believe 

me,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"  J.  F.  W.  Herschel. 

*'Dr.  W,  B.  Carpenterr^ 

The  second  view,  supported  by  Dr.  Petermann  of 
Gotba,  and  by  most  of  the  leading  authorities  in 
physical  geography  in  Germany  and  Northern 
Europe,  and  strongly  urged  by  the  late  Sir  John 
Herschel  in  his  *  Outlines  of  Physical  Geography,' 
published  in  the  year  1816,  attributes  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  sensible  phenomena  of  heat-distribution 
in  the  North  Atlantic  to  the  Gulf-stream,  and  to  the 
arctic  return-currents  which  are  induced  by  the 
removal  of  tropical  water  towards  the  polar  regions 
by  the  Gulf-stream.  If  we  for  a  moment  admit  that 
to  the  Gulf-stream  is  due  almost  exclusively  the 
singular  advantage  in  climate  which  the  eastern 
borders  of  the  North  Atlantic  possess  over  the 
western,  the  origin  of  this  great  current,  its  extent 
and  direction,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  its 
influence,  become  questions  of  surpassing  interest. 
Before  considering  these,  however,  it  will  be  well 
to  define  what  is  here  meant  by  the  term  *  Gulf- 
stream,'  for  even  on  this  point  there  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  misconception. 

I  mean  by  the  Gulf-stream  that  mass  of  heated 
water  which  pours  from  the  Strait  of  Florida  across 
the  North  Atlantic,  and  likewise  a  wider  but  less 
definite  warm  current,  evidently  forming  part  of  the 
same  great  movement  of  water,  which  curves  north- 

^  Mature,  vol.  iv.  p.  71. 
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wards  to  the  eastward  of  the  "West  Indian  Islands. 
I  am  myself  inclined,  without  hesitation,  to  regard 
this  stream  as  simply  the  reflux  of  the  equatorial 
current,  added  to  no  doubt  during  its  north-easterly 
course,  by  the  surface-drift  of  the  anti-trades  which 
follows  in  the  main  the  same  direction. 

The  scope  and  limit  of  the  Gulf-stream  will  be 
better  understood  if  we  inquire  in  the  first  place  into 
its  origin  and  cause.  As  is  well  known,— in  two 
bands,  one  to  the  north  and  the  other  to  the  south 
of  the  equator, — the  north-cast  and  south-east  trade- 
winds,  reduced  to  meridional  directions  by  the  east- 
ward frictional  impulse  of  the  earth's  rotation,  drire 
before  them  a  magnificent  surface  current  of  hot 
water  -I'.OOO  miles  long  by  450  miles  broad  at  an 
average  rate  of  thirty  miles  a  day.  Off  the  coast  of 
Africa  near  its  starting-point  to  the  south  of  the 
Islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  Anna  Bon,  this  'Equa- 
torial Current'  has  a  speed  of  forty  miles  in  the 
twenty-four  hours,  and  a  temperature  of  23"  C 

Increasing  quickly  in  bulk,  anil  spreading  out 
more  and  more  on  both  sides  of  the  equator,  it  flows 
rapidly  due  west  towards  the  coast  of  South  America. 
At  the  eastern  point  of  South  America,  Cape  St. 
Roque,  the  equatorial  current  splits  into  two,  and 
one  portion  trends  southwards  to  deflect  the  isotherms 
of  21°,  Ib'-b,  10",  and  ■i°'5  C.  into  loops  upon  our  maps, 
thus  carrying  a  scrap  of  comfort  to  tlie  Falkland 
Islands  and  Cape  lloorn ;  while  the  northern  portion 
follows  the  north-east  coast  of  South  America,  gaining 
continually  in  terai>erature  under  the  influence  of  the 
tropical  sun.  Its  speed  has  now  increased  to  sixty- 
eight  miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  hy  (he  union 


CHAP.  VIII.]  THE  QULF'STREAM,  381 

with  it  of  the  waters  of  the  river  Amazon,  it  rises  to 
one  hundred  miles  (6*5  feet  in  a  second),  but  it  soon 
falls  off  again  when  it  gets  into  the  Caribbean  sea. 
Flowing  slowly  through  the  whole  length  of  this  sea, 
it  reaches  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  through  the  Strait  of 
Yucatan,  when  a  part  of  it  sweeps  immediately  round 
Cuba ;  but  the  main  stream  "  having  made  the  circuit 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  passes  through  the  Strait  of 
Florida;  thence  it  issues  as  the  *  Gulf-stream '  in  a 
majestic  current  upwards  of  thirty  miles  broad,  two 
thousand  two  hundred  feet  deep,  with  an  average 
velocity  of  four  miles  an  hour,  and  a  temperature  of 
86'  Fahr.  (30°  C.)."  '  The  hot  water  pours  from  the 
strait  with  a  decided  though  slight  north-easterly 
impulse  on  account  of  its  great  initial  velocity.  Mr. 
CroU  calculates  the  Gulf-stream  as  equal  to  a  stream 
of  water  fifty  miles  broad  and  a  thousand  feet  deep 
flowing  at  a  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour ;  consequently 
conveying  5,575,680,000,000  cubic  feet  of  water  per 
hour,  or  133,816,320,000,000  cubic  feet  per  day.  This 
mass  of  water  has  a  mean  temperature  of  18''  C.  as  it 
passes  out  of  the  gulf,  and  on  its  northern  journey  it 
is  cooled  down  to  4°-5,  thus  losing  heat  to  the  amount 
of  13°'5  C.  The  total  quantity  of  heat  therefore  trans- 
ferred from  the  equatorial  regions  per  day  amounts 
to  something  like  154,959,300,000,000,000,000  foot- 
pounds.' 

This   is  nearly   equal   to   the   whole  of  the  heat 

^  Physical  Greography.     From  the  '  Encyclopaedia  Britannica.'     By 
Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel,  Bart.,  K.H.P.     Edinburgh,  1861,  p.  49. 

•  On  Ocean  Currents.    By  James  Croll,  of  the  Geological  Survey  o 
Scotland.     Part  I.  Ocean  Currents  in  relation  to  the  Distribution  of 
Heat  over  the  Globe.    (Philosophical  Magazine.    February  1870.) 
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received  from  the  sun  by  the  Arctic  regions,  and, 
reduced  by  a  half  to  avoid  all  possihUity  of  exaggera- 
tion, it  is  still  equal  to  one-fiftli  of  the  whole  amount 
received  from  the  sun  by  the  entire  area  of  the  North 
Atlantic.  The  Gulf-stream,  as  it  issues  from  the  Strait 
of  Florida  and  expands  into  the  ocean  on  its  north- 
ward course,  is  probalily  the  most  glorious  natural 
phenomenon  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  water  is 
of  a  clear  crystalline  transparency  and  an  intense 
blue,  and  long  after  it  has  passed  into  the  open  sea  it 
keeps  itself  apart,  easily  distinguished  by  its  warmth, 
its  colour,  and  its  clearness;  and  with  its  edges  so 
sharply  defined  that  a  ship  may  have  her  stem  in  the 
the  clear  blue  stream  while  her  stem  is  still  in  the 
common  water  of  the  ocean. 

"  Tlie  dynamics  of  the  Gulf-stream  have  of  late, 
in  the  work  of  Lieutouant  Slaury  already  mentioned, 
been  made  the  subject  of  much  (we  cannot  but  think 
misplaced)  wonder,  as  if  there  could  be  any  possible 
ground  for  doubting  that  it  owes  its  origin  entirely 
to  the  trade-winds."  '  Setting  aside  the  wider  ques- 
tion of  the  possibility  of  a  general  oceanic  circulation 
arising  from  heat,  cold,  and  evaporation,  1  boHovo 
that  Captain  Maury  and  Dr.  Carpenter  are  the  only 
authorities  who  of  late  years  have  disputed  this 
source  of  the  current  which  we  see,  and  can  gausje 
and  measure  as  it  passes  out  of  the  Strait  of  Florida; 
for  it  is  scarcely  ntKiessary  to  refer  to  the  earlier 
speculations  that  it  is  caused  by  the  Mississippi  river, 
or  that  it  flows  downwards  by  gravitation  from  a 
'  head  '  of  water  produced  by  the  trade-winds  in  the 
Caribbean  sea. 

'  Hcnclwl,  op.  cit.  p.  31. 
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Captain  Maury  writes*  that  "the  dynamical  force 
that  calls  forth  the  Gulf-stream  is  to  be  found  in  the 
difference  as  to  specific  gravity  of  intertropical  and 
polar  waters."     • '  The  dynamical  forces  which  are 
expressed  by  the  Gulf-stream  may  with  as  much  pro- 
priety be  said  to  reside  in  those  northern  waters  as 
in  the  West  India  seas  :  for  on  one  side  we  have  the 
Caribbean  sea  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  with  their  waters 
of  brine;   on  the  other  the  great  polar  basin,  the 
Baltic,  and  the  North  Sea,  the  two  latter  with  waters 
which  are  little  more  than  brackish.     In  one  set  of 
these  sea-basins  the  water  is  heavy;  in  the  other  it  is 
light.    Between  them  the  ocean  intervenes ;  but  water 
is  bound  to  seek  and  to  maintain  its  level ;  and  here, 
therefore,  we  unmask  one  of  those  agents  concerned 
in  causing  the  Gulf-stream.    What  is  the  power  of 
this  agent  ?     Is  it  greater  than  that  of  other  agents  ? 
and  how  much  ?    We  cannot  say  how  much ;  we  only 
know  it  is  one  of  the  chief  agents  concerned.     More- 
over, speculate  as  we  may  as  to  all  the  agencies  con- 
cerned in  collecting  these  waters,  that  have  supplied 
the  trade-winds  with  vapour,  into  the  Caribbean  sea, 
and  then  in  driving  the  m  across  the  Atlantic,  we  are 
forced  to  conclude  that  the  salt  which  the  trade-wind 
vapour  leaves  behind  it  in  the  tropics  has  to  be  con- 
veyed away  from  the  trade-wind  region,  to  be  mixed 
up  again  in  due  proportion  with  the  other  water  of 
the  sea — the  Baltic  Sea  and  the  Arctic  Ocean  included 
— and  that  these   are  some  of  the  waters,  at  least, 
which  we  see  running  off  through  the  Gulf-stream. 
To  convey  them  away  is  doubtless  one  of  the  oflRces 
which  in  the  economy  of  the  ocean  has  been  assigned 

^  Maury's  Physical  Geography  of  the  Sea,  op.  cit. 


384  THE  DEPTHS  OP  THE  SEA.  [imt.  viii. 

to  it.  But  as  for  the  seat  of  the  forces  which  put 
and  keep  the  Gulf-stream  in  motion,  theorists  may 
place  them  exclusively  on  one  side  of  the  ocean  with 
as  much  philosophical  propriety  as  on  the  other. 
Its  waters  find  their  way  into  the  North  Sea  and 
Arctic  Ocean  by  virtue  of  their  specific  gravity,  while 
water  theuce,  to  take  their  place,  is,  by  virtue  of  its 
specific  gravity  and  by  counter- currents,  carried  back 
into  the  gulf.  The  dynamical  force  which  causes  the 
Gulf-stream  may  therefore  be  said  to  reside  both  in 
the  jiolar  and  in  the  intertropical  waters  of  the 
Atlantic." 

According  to  this  view,  the  tropical  water  finds  its 
way  on  account  of  its  greater  weight  towards  the  poles, 
while  the  pokr  water,  owing  to  its  less  weight,  moves 
southwards  to  replace  it.  The  general  result  would 
be  of  course  a  system  of  warm  under-  and  cohl 
surface- current.';,  and  these  we  do  not  find.  I  merely 
quote  the  passage  as  a  curious  illustnition  of  the 
adage  that  on  most  questions  a  good  deal  can  be 
said  on  both  sides. 

We  have  already  considered  the  doctrine  of  a  general 
oceanic  circulation,  which  has  been  so  strongly  ad- 
vocated of  late  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  and  I  have  merely 
to  advert  in  this  place  to  the  bearing  which  that 
doctrine  has  upon  our  views  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
Gulf-stream ;  its  bearings  on  the  extension  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  current  will  be  discussed  hereafter. 
As  already  stated.  Dr.  Carpenter  attributes  all  the 
great  movements  of  occau  water  to  a  general  con- 
veetive  circulation,  and  of  this  general  circulation 
he  regards  the  Gulf'stream  as  a  peculiarly  modi- 
fied case.     In  the  passage  already  quoted  (p.  370)  of 
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his  address  to  the  Royal  Institution,  Dr.  Carpenter 
states,  that  "  the  Gulf-stream  constitutes  a  peculiar 
case,  modified  by  local  conditions,"  of  "  a  great 
general  movement  of  equatorial  water  towards  the 
polar  area.'*  I  confess  I  feel  myself  compelled  to 
take  a  totally  different  view.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Gulf-stream  is  the  one  natural  physical  pheno- 
menon on  the  surface  of  the  earth  whose  origin  and 
principal  cause,  the  drift  of  the  trade-winds,  can  be 
most  clearly  and  easily  traced. 

The  further  progress  and  extension  of  the  Gulf- 
stream  through  the  North  Atlantic  in  relation  to 
influence  upon  climate  has  been,  however,  a  fruitful 
source  of  controversy.  The  first  part  of  its  course, 
after  leaving  the  strait,  is  sufficiently  evident,  for 
its  water  long  remains  conspicuously  different  in 
colour  and  temperature  from  that  of  the  ocean, 
and  a  current  having  a  marked  effect  on  naviga- 
tion is  long  perceptible  in  the  peculiar  Gulf-stream 
water.  ^*  Narrow  at  first,  it  flows  round  the  penin- 
sula of  Florida,  and,  with  a  speed  of  about  70  or 
80  miles,  follows  the  coast  at  first  in  a  due  north, 
•afterwards  in  a  north-east  direction.  At  the  lati- 
tude of  Washington  it  leaves  the  North  American 
coast  altogether,  keeping  its  north-eastward  course ; 
and  to  the  south  of  the  St.  George's  and  New- 
foundland Banks  it  spreads  its  waters  more  and 
more  over  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  as  far  as  the  -Azores. 
At  these  islands  a  part  of  it  turns  southwards  again 
towards  the  African  coast.  The  Gulf-stream  has, 
so  long  as  its  waters  are  kept  together  along  the 
American  coast,  a  temperature  of  26'''6  C. ;  but, 
even  under  north  latitude  36^  Sabine  found  that 
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i^iZ  C.  at  the  besrinnin^  of  December,  while  the 
ara-vster  bevond  the  stream  showed  onlr  16"  9  C. 
Cnder  n:-rth  latimde  \(} — 41'  the  vater  is,  accord- 
in:;  to  Humboldt,  at  H'-h  C.  vithin.  and  17''5  C. 
without  the  stream."  - 

Th<e  Galf-stream  off  the  coast  of  Xorth  America 
has  lK«a  m>Dst  carefuiiT  examined  br  the  offices  of 
the  United  States  Coast  SoireT,  at  first  tmder  the 
saperintend^nce  of  Frofes;sor  Bache,  and  latterlr 
under  the  direction  of  the  present  able  head  of  the 
btireao.  Professor  Pierce.  In  l^J  Professor  Bache 
publisLei  an  account  of  the  seneral  resoh.'  Four- 
teen sections  ihrouah  the  Gulf-stream  had  been 
carefuliv  s'lrreyed  at  interrals  of  ab«>ut  Iw  miles 
al'iiiz  the  '::«iast — the  drst  alm-.^st  within  the  Gulf 
'>f  >Ieii'?'.».  frjm  I'ortinjas  to  HiTani.  and  the  last 
o'S.  Cape  Co'i.  lat.  11'  N..  where  the  stream  loses  all 
paraHeLLsni  »i:h.  the  Aineri-.*aa,  cjast  and  trends  to 
the  eastwari.  Theie  se'?tijn<  failv  illustrate  the 
leaiiin^  phenoai-rna  liurinj  th!*  earlier  part  of  its 
oupse  ol  this  w.jn.dertu,I  ourrei^t.  which  Frjfessi3r 
Bache  well  chameteriies  as  "  the  ^rtsit  hvopjaraphic 
feature  of  the  Cnitai  States."' 

Opp-isite  F-jftiojas.  passinj  al>ni  the  Cuban  coast, 
the  strtam  is  unbroken  and  the  carreat  feeble:  the 
teaiperat'ore  at  the  snrfice  is  ab-jut  2i.t  '7  C.  Issuins 
from,  the  Striit  of  Bernini  the-  i^urrent  is  turned 
n'rtirlv'  dir^rctlv  nor.hwards  bv  the  form  of  the  land; 

■  P^;foM.:tl.i  .;.  ::^  :.  I- 

AiiMRi^n  .V*:-:Li::..r.  Sir  -JL'.  X  iTia,.'«a-*n:  li  5.:'tfnLt  :»  i  D.  Bi*:fe. 
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a  little  to  the  north  of  the  strait,  the  rate  is  from 
three  to  five  miles  an  hour.  The  depth  is  only  325 
fathoms,  and  the  bottom,  which  in  the  Strait  of 
Florida  was  a  simple  slope  and  counter-slope,  is 
now  corrugated.  The  surface  temperature  is  about 
2&''5  C,  while  the  bottom  temperature  is  4'''5 ;  so 
that  in  the  moderate  depth  of  325  fathoms  the 
equatorial  current  above  and  the  polar  counter- 
current  beneath  have  room  to  pass  one  another,  the 
current  from  the  north  being  evidently  tempered 
considerably  by  mixture.  North  of  Mosquito  inlet 
the  stream  trends  to  the  eastward  of  north,  and  off 
St.  Augustine  it  has  a  decided  set  to  the  eastward. 
Between  St.  Augustine  and  Cape  Hatteras  the  set 
of  the  stream  and  the  trend  of  the  coast  differ  but 
little,  making  S**  of  easting  in  &"  of  northing.  At 
Hatteras  it  curves  to  the  northward,  and  then  runs 
easterly.  In  the  latitude  of  Cape  Charles  it  turns 
quite  to  the  eastward,  having  a  velocity  of  from  a 
mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  in  the  hour. 

A  brief  account  of  one  of  the  sections  will  best 
explain  the  general  phenomena  of  the  stream  off  the 
coast  of  America.  I  will  take  the  section  following 
a  line  at  right  angles  to  the  coast  off  Sandy  Hook. 
From  the  shore  out,  for  a  distance  of  about  250 
miles,  the  surface  temperature  gradually  rises  from 
21"  to  24'  C;  at  10  fathoms  it  rises  from  19"  to  22"  C; 
and  at  20  fathoms  it  maintains,  with  a  few  irregu- 
larities, a  temperature  of  19"  C.  throughout  the  whole 
space;  while  at  100,  200,  300,  and  400  fathoms  it 
maintains  in  like  manner  the  respective  tempera- 
tures of  8"-8,  5"-7,  4"-5,  and  2"-5  C.  This  space  is 
therefore  occupied  by  cold  water,  and  observation 
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has  sufficiently  prorpd  that  the  low  temperature  is 
due  to  a  branch  of  the  Labrador  current  creeping 
down  along  the  coast  in  a  direction  opposite  to  that 
of  the  Gulf-stream.  In  the  Strait  of  Tlorida  this 
cold  stream  dirides — one  portion  of  it  passing  under 
the  hot  Gulf-streara  water  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
while  the  remainder  courses  round  the  western  end 
of  Cuba.  2  to  miles  from  the  shore  the  whole  mass 
of  water  takes  a  sudden  rise  of  about  10"  C.  \rithin 
25  miles,  a  rise  affecting  nearly  equally  the  water  at 
all  depths,  and  thus  producing  the  singular  pheno- 
menon of  two  masses  of  water  in  contact — one 
passing  slowly  southwards,  and  the  other  more 
rapidly  northwards,  at  widely  different  temperatures 
at  the  same  levels.  This  abutting  of  the  side  of  the 
cold  current  against  that  of  the  Gulf-stream  is  so 
abrupt  that  it  has  been  aptly  called  by  Lieutenant 
George  II.  Bache  the  '  Cold  wall.'  Passing  the  cold 
wall  we  reach  the  Gulf-stream,  presenting  all  its 
special  characters  of  colour  and  transparency  and  of 
temperature.  In  the  section  which  we  have  chosen 
as  an  example,  upwards  of  three  hundred  miles  iu 
length,  the  surface  temperature  is  about  26''"5  C, 
but  the  heat  is  not  uniform  across  the  stream,  for 
we  find  that  throughout  its  entire  length,  as  far 
south  as  the  Cape  Canaveral  section,  the  stream  13 
broken  up  into  longitudinal  alternating  bands  of 
warmer  and  cooler  water.  Off  Sandy  Ilodk,  Iieyond 
the  cold  wall,  the  stream  rises  to  a  maximum  of 
2T-S  C,  and  tliis  warm  band  extends  for  about  60 
miles.  The  temperature  then  fulls  to  a  minimum  of 
2G'-o  C,  which  it  retains  for  about  30  miles,  when  a 
second  maximum  of  27'-4C.  succeeds,  which  includes 


CHAP.  VIII.]  THE  GULF-STREAM.  389 

the  axis  of  the  Gulf-stream,  and  is  ahout  170  miles 
wide.  This  is  followed  hy  a  second  minimum  of 
25'' 5  C,  and  this  by  a  third  maximum,  when  the 
bands  become  indistinct.  It  is  singular  that  the 
minimum  bands  correspond  with  valley-like  depres- 
sions in  the  bottom,  which  follow  in  succession  the 
outline  of  the  coast  and  lodge  deep  southward  exten- 
sions of  the  polar  indraught. 

The  last  section  of  the  Gulf-stream  surveyed  by 
the  American  Hydrographers  extends  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  from  Cape  Cod,  lat.  41''  N.,  and 
traces  the  Gulf-stream,  stilly  broken  up  by  its  bands 
of  unequal  temperature,  spreading  directly  eastward 
across  the  Atlantic ;  its  velocity  has,  however,  now 
become  inconsiderable,  and  its  limits  are  best  traced 
by  the  thermometer. 

The  course  of  the  Gulf- stream  beyond  this  point 
has  given  rise  to  much  discussion.  I  again  quote 
Professor  Buff  for  what  may  be  regarded  as  the 
view  most  generally  received  among  Physical  Geo- 
graphers : — 

"  A  great  part  of  the  warm  water  is  carried  partly 
by  its  own  motion,  but  chiefly  by  the  prevailing  west 
and  north-west  winds,  towards  the  coast  of  Europe 
and  even  beyond  Spitzbergen  and  Nova  Zembla ;  and 
thus  a  part  of  the  heat  of  the  south  reaches  far  into 
the  Arctic  Ocean.  Hence,  on  the  north  coast  of  the 
old  Continent,  we  always  find  driftwood  from  the 
southern  regions,  and  on  this  side  the  Arctic  Ocean 
remains  free  from  ice  during  a  great  part  of  the  year, 
even  as  far  up  as  80''  north  latitude ;  while  on  the 
opposite  coast  (of  Greenland)  the  ice  is  not  quite 
thawed  even  in  summer."    The  two  forces  invoked 
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by  Professor  Buff  to  perform  the  work  are  thus  the 
»M  a  tergo  of  the  trade-wind  drift,  and  the  direct 
driving  power  of  tlie  anti-trades,  producing  what 
has  been  called  the  anti-trade  drift.  This  is  quite 
in  accordance  witli  the  views  here  advocated.  The 
proportion  in  which  these  two  forces  act,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly impossible  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  to  determine. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Findlay,  a  high  authority  on  all  hydro- 
graphic  matters,  read  a  paper  on  the  Gulf-streaiu 
before  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  reported  in 
the  13th  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society. 
Mr.  Pindlay,  while  admitting  that  the  temperature 
of  north-eastern  Europe  is  abnormally  ameliorated  by 
a  surface-current  of  the  warm  water  of  the  Atlantic 
which  reaches  it,  contends  that  the  Gulf-stream  proper, 
that  is  to  say  the  water  injected,  as  it  were,  into 
the  Atlantic  through  the  Strait  of  i'lorida  by  the 
impulse  of  the  trade-winds,  becomes  entirely  thinned 
out,  dissipated,  and  lost,  opposite  the  Newfoundland 
hanks  about  lat.  45°  N.  The  warm  water  of  the 
southern  portion  of  the  North  Atlantic  basin  is  still 
carried  northwards  ;  but  Mr.  Findlay  attributes  this 
movement  solely  to  the  anti-trades — the  south-west 
winds — which  by  their  prevalence  keep  up  a  balance 
of  progress  in  a  north-easterly  direction  in  the  surface 
layer  of  the  water. 

Dr.  Carpenter  entertains  a  very  strong  opinion  that 
the  dispersion  of  the  Gulf-stream  may  be  affinned  to 
bo  eoniplftc  in  about  lat.  45°  N.  and  long.  35°  W. 
Dr.  Carpenter  admits  the  accuracy  of  the  projection 
of  the  isotherms  on  the  maps  of  Berghaus,  Dor^, 
Petermann,  and  Keith  Johnston,  and  he  mlrnits  like- 
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wise  the  conclusion  that  the  abnormal  mildness  of  the 
climate  on  the  north-western  coast  of  Europe  is  due 
to  a  movement  of  equatorial  water  in  a  north-easterly 
direction.  "What  I  question  is  the  correctness  of 
the  doctrine  that  the  north-east  flow  is  an  extension 
or  prolongation  of  the  Gulf-stream,  still  driven  on 
by  the  vis  a  tergo  of  the  trade-winds — a  doctrine 
which  (greatly  to  my  surprise)  has  been  adopted  and 
defended  by  my  colleague  Professor  Wyville  Thom- 
son. But  while  these  authorities  attribute  the  M'hole 
or  nearly  the  whole  of  this  flow  to  the  true  Gulf- 
stream,  I  regard  a  large  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
that  which  takes  place  along  oiir  own  western  coast, 
and  passes  north  and  north-east  between  Iceland  and 
Norway  towards  Spitzbergen,  as  quite  independent 
of  that  agency;  so  that  it  would  continue  if  the 
North  and  South  American  continents  were  so  com- 
pletely disunited  that  the  equatorial  currents  would 
be  driven  straight  onwards  by  the  trade-winds  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  instead  of  being  embayed  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  driven  out  in  a  north-east  direc- 
tion through  the  *  narrows  '  off  Cape  Florida.''^  Dr. 
Carpenter  does  not  mean  by  this  to  endorse  Mr. 
Pindlay's  opinion  that  the  movement  beyond  the 
45th  parallel  of  latitude  is  due  solely  to  the  drift  of 
the  anti-trades ;  he  says,  **  On  the  view  I  advocate, 
the  north-easterly  flow  is  regarded  as  due  to  the 
vis  a  fronte  originating  in  the  action  of  cold  upon 
the  water  of  the  polar  area,  whereby  its  level  is 
always  tending  to  depression."*  The  amelioration 
of   the    climate    of   north-western  Europe  is   thus 

^  Dr.  Carpenter :  Proceedings  of  the  Boyal  Geographical  Society  for 
1870,  op.  cit.  «  Op.  cit. 
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caused  by  a  '  modified  case '  of  the  general  oceanic 
circulation,  and  neither  by  the  Gulf-stream  nor  by 
the  anti-trade  drift. 

Although  there  are,  up  to  the  present  time,  very 
few  trustworthy  observations  of  deep-sea  tempera- 
tures, the  surface  temperature  of  tlie  North  Atlantic 
has  been  investigated  with  considerable  care.  The 
general  character  of  the  isothermal  lines  witli  their 
singular  loop-like  northern  deflections,  has  long 
been  familiar  through  the  temperature  charts  of  the 
geographers  already  quoted,  and  of  late  years  a  ju-o- 
digious  amount  of  data  has  been  accumulated  botli 
abroad  and  by  our  own  Admiralty  and  Meteoro- 
logical Department. 

In  1870,  Dr.  Petermann,  of  Gotha,  published '  an 
extremely  valuable  series  of  temperature  charts, 
embodying  the  results  of  the  reduction  of  upwards 
of  100,000  observations,  derived  chiefly  from  the 
following  sources  :^ 

1.  From  the  wind  and  current  charts  of  Lieu- 
tenant Maury,  embodying  about  30,000  distinct 
temperature  observations. 

2.  From  50,000  observations  made  by  Dutch  sea- 
captains,  and  published  by  the  Government  of  the 
Netherlands. 

3.  From  the  journal  of  the  Cunard  steamers  be- 
tween Liverpool  and  New  York,  and  of  the  steamers 
of  the  Montreal  Company  between  Glasgow  and 
Belleisle. 

4.  From  the  data  coHected  hv  the  secretarv  of  the 


'  Dcr  Golf-Strom  nnO  StanJpunkl  dcr  thennomelrisolien  RonntniM 
des  Xonl-Atlantucheu  Ocoaiu  nnd  Lnndgcbictoa  tm  J^hr*  1870. 
Jiutus  Purthti'*  'Geo^niphiBobe  MitUieilongen,'  Band  IG.  OoUia,  1870. 
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Scottish  Meteorological  Society,  Mr.  Buchan,  with 
regard  to  the  temperature  of  the  sea  on  the  coasts 
of  Scotland. 

5.  From  the  publications  of  the  Norwegian  Insti- 
tute on  sea-temperatures  between  Norway,  Scotland, 
and  Iceland. 

6.  From  the  data  furnished  by  the  Danish  Rear- 
Admiral  Irminger  on  sea- temperature  between  Den- 
mark and  the  Danish  settlements  in  Greenland. 

7.  From  the  observations  made  by  Earl  DuflTerin 
on  board  his  yacht  *  Foam '  between  Scotland,  Ice- 
land, Spitzbergen,  and  Norway. 

And  finally,  from  the  recent  observations  collected 
by  the  English,  Swedish,  German,  and  Hussian  ex- 
peditions to  the  arctic  regions  and  towards  the 
North  Pole. 

Dr.  Petermann  has  devoted  the  special  attention 
of  a  great  part  of  his  life  to  the  distribution  of  heat 
on  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  and  the  accuracy  and  con- 
scientiousness of  his  work  in  every  detail  are  beyond 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  Plate  VII.  is  in  the  main 
copied  from  his  charts,  with  a  few  modifications  and 
additions  derived  from  additional  data.  The  remark- 
able diversion  of  the  isothermal  lines  from  their 
normal  course  is  undoubtedly  caused  by  surface  ocean- 
currents  conveying  warm  tropical  water  towards  the 
polar  regions.  This  is  no  matter  of  speculation,  for 
the  current  is  in  many  places  perceptible  through 
its  effect  on  navigation,  and  the  path  of  the  warm 
water  may  be  traced  by  dipping  the  thermometer 
into  it  and  noting  its  temperature. 

In  the  North  Atlantic  every  curve  of  equal  tem- 
perature, whether  for  the  summer,  for  the  winter,  for 
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a  single  tnantb,  or  for  the  whole  year,  instantly 
declares  itself  as  one  of  a  system  of  curves  which 
are  referred  to  the  Strait  of  Florida  as  a  source  of 
heat,  and  the  flow  of  warm  water  may  be  traced  in 
a  continuoas  stream,  indicated  when  its  movement 
can  no  longer  hu  observed  by  its  form, — fanning  oot 
firom  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Strait  across  the 
Atlnntic,  skirting  the  coasts  of  France,  Britain,  and 
Scandinavia,  rounding  the  North  Cape  and  passing 
the  White  Sea  and  the  Sea  of  Kari,  bathing  the 
western  shores  of  Xovaja  Semla  and  Spitzbergen, 
and  finally  coursing  round  the  coast  of  Siberia,  a 
trace  of  it  still  remaining  to  find  its  way  tbroogh 
the  narrow  and  shallow  Behring's  Strait  into  the 
North  Paciac  (see  Phite  VII.). 

Now,  it  seems  to  mc  that  if  wc  had  only  these 
curves  upon  the  chart,  deduced  from  an  almost  in< 
finite  number  of  ohsen'ations  which  are  themselves 
merely  laltoriously  multiplied  corroborations  of  many 
previous  ones,  without  having  any  clue  to  their 
rationale,  we  should  he  compelled  to  admit  that 
whatever  might  be  the  amount  and  distribution  of 
heat  derived  from  a  general  oceanic  circulation, — 
whether  produced  by  the  pi-evailing  winds  of  the 
region,  by  convection,  by  une*jual  barometric  pres- 
sure, by  tropical  heat,  or  by  arctic  cold, — the  Gulf- 
stream,  the  majestic  stream  of  warm  water  whose 
course  is  indicated  by  the  deflections  of  the  isother- 
mal lines,  ia  sufficiently  powerful  to  mask  all  the 
rest,  and,  broadly  speaking,  to  produce  of  itself  all 
the  abnormal  thermal  phenomena. 

The  deep-sea  temperatures  taken  in  the  'Porcu- 
pine,' hNve  an  important  bearin»  upon  this  question. 
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since  they  give  us  the  depth  and  volume  of  the  mass 
of  water  which  is  heated  ahove  its  normal  tempera- 
ture, and  which  we  must  regard  as  the  softener  of 
the  winds  hlowing  on  the  coasts  of  Europe.  Refer- 
ring to  Fig.  60,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  after  passing 
through  a  shallow  band  superheated  by  direct  radia- 
tion, a  zone  of  warm  water  extends  to  the  depth  of 
800  fathoms,  succeeded  by  cold  water  to  a  depth  of 
nearly  two  miles.  In  the  Rockall  channel  (Fig.  59) 
the  warm  layer  has  nearly  the  same  thickness,  and 
the  cold  underlying  water  is  500  fathoms  deep.  OflF 
the  Butt  of  the  Lews  (Fig.  66)  the  bottom  tem- 
perature is  5°-2  C.  at  767  fathoms,  so  that  there 
the  warm  layer  evidently  reaches  to  the  bottom. 
In  the  Faeroe  channel  (Fig.  55)  the  warm  water 
forms  a  surface  layer,  and  the  cold  water  underlies 
it,  commencing  at  a  depth  of  200  fathoms, — 567 
fathoms  above  the  level  of  the  bottom  of  the  warm 
water  off  the  Butt  of  the  Lews.  The  cold  water 
abuts  against  the  warm — there  is  no  barrier  between 
them.  Part  of  the  warm  water  flows  over  the 
cold  indraught,  and  forms  the  upper  layer  in  the 
Faeroe  channel.  What  prevents  the  cold  water  from 
slipping,  by  virtue  of  its  greater  weight,  under  the 
warm  water  off  the  Butt  of  the  Lews  ?  It  is  quite 
evident  that  there  must  be  some  force  at  work 
keeping  the  warm  water  in  that  particular  position, 
or,  if  it  be  moving,  compelling  it  to  follow  that 
particular  course.  The  comparatively  high  tem- 
perature from  100  fathoms  to  900  fathoms  I  have 
always  attributed  to  the  northern  accumulation  of 
the  water  of  the  Gulf-stream.  The  amount  of  heat 
derived  directly  from  the   sun  by  the  water   as  it 
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passes  through  any  particular  region,  must  be  re- 
garded, as  I  have  already  said,  as  depending  almost 
entirely  upon  latitude.  Taking  this  into  account, 
the  surface  temperatures  in  what  we  were  in  the 
habit  of  calling  the  *  warm  area '  coincided  precisely 
with  Petermann*s  curves  indicating  the  northward 
path  of  the  Gulf-stream. 

I  extract  the  following  from  a  letter  dated  23rd 
September,  1872,  from  Professor  H.  Mohn,  director  of 
the  Norwegian  Meteorological  Institute  at  Ghristiania, 
to  Mr.  Buchan,  the  excellent  secretary  of  the  Scottish 
Meteorological  Society  : — "I  have  this  summer  got 
some  deep-sea  temperatures  which  may  be  of  general 
interest  for  our  climate.  In  the  Throndhjems-fjord 
I  found  16°'5  C.  on  the  surface,  and  from  60  fathoms 
to  the  bottom  (200  fathoms)  a  very  uniform  tempera- 
ture of  G'^'o  C.  in  one  place,  and  6"*  C.  in  another 
place  further  in.  In  the  Sceguefjord  I  found  !&"  C. 
on  the  surface,  and  G^'o  C.  constantly  from  10  to 
700  fathoms.  Between  Iceland  and  Faeroe,  Lieu- 
tenant Mliller,  commander  of  the  Bergen  and  Iceland 
steamer,  has  found  this  summer  S''  C.  at  the  bottom 
in  300  fathoms.  This  proves  that  the  Gulf-stream 
water  fills  the  whole  of  the  channel,  contrary  to 
what  is  the  case  in  the  Faeroe-Shetland  channel, 
where  there  is  ice-cold  water  in  a  depth  of  300 
fathoms."  The  facts  here  mentioned  are  very 
important,  and  entirely  confirm  our  results  ;  but  my 
chief  object  in  giving  the  quotation  is  to  show  the 
unhesitating  way  in  which  the  explanation  which 
attributes  the  high  temperature  of  the  sea  on  the 
Scandinavian  coast  to  the  Gulf-stream  is  adopted  b 
those  best  qualified  to  form  an  opinion. 
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The  North  Atlantic  and  Arctic  seas  form  together 
a  cul  de  sclc  closed  to  the  northward,  for  there  is 
practically  no  passage  for  a  body  of  water  through 
Behring's  Strait.  While,  therefore,  a  large  portion 
of  the  water,  finding  no  free  outlet  towards  the 
north-east,  turns  southward  at  the  A9ores,  the  re- 
mainder, instead  of  thinning  oflF,  has  rather  a  ten- 
dency to  accumulate  against  the  coasts  bounding 
the  northern  portions  of  the  trough.  We  accordingly 
find  that  it  has  a  depth  oflF  the  west  coast  of  Iceland 
of  at  least  4,800  feet,  with  an  unknown  lateral 
extension.  Dr.  Carpenter,  discussing  this  opinion, 
says :  "  It  is  to  me  physically  inconceivable  that 
this  surface  film  of  lighter  (because  warmer)  water 
should  collect  itself  together  again — even  supposing 
it  still  to  retain  any  excess  of  temperature — and 
should  burrow  downwards  into  the  *  trough,'  dis- 
placing colder  and  heavier  watery  to  a.  depth  much 
greater  than  that  which  it  possesses  at  the  point  of 
its  greatest  *  glory ' — its  passage  through  the  Florida 
Narrows.  The  upholders  of  this  hypothesis  have  to 
explain  how  such  a  re-collection  and  dipping-down 
of  the  Gulf-stream  water  is  to  be  accounted  for  on 
physical  principles."*  I  believe  that,  as  a  rule, 
experimental  imitations  on  a  small  scale  are  of  little 
use  in  the  illustration  of  natural  phenomena ;  a  very 
simple  experiment  will,  however,  show  that  such  a 
process  is  possible.  If  we  put  a  tablespoonful  of 
cochineal  into  a  can  of  hot  water,  so  as  to  give  it 
a  red  tint,  and  then  run  it  through  a  piece  of  india- 
rubber  tube  with  a  considerable  impulse  along  the 
surface  of  a  quantity  of  cold  water  in  a  bath,  we  see 

^  Dr.  Carpenter's  Address  to  Geographical  Society,  op.  cit 
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the  red  stream  widening  out  and  becoming  paler  over 
the  general  surface  of  the  water  till  it  reaches  the 
opposite  edge,  and  very  shortly  the  rapidly  heighten- 
ing colour  of  a  band  along  the  opposite  wall  indicates 
an  accumulation  of  the  coloured  water  where  its 
current  is  arrested.  If  we  now  dip  the  hand  into 
the  water  of  the  centre  of  the  bath,  a  warm  bracelet 
merely  eueircles  the  wrist ;  while  at  the  end  of  the 
bath  opposite  the  warm  influx,  the  hot  water,  though 
considerably  mixed,  envelopes  the  whole  hand. 

The  North  Atlantic  forma  a  basin  closed  to  the 
northward.  Into  the  corner  of  this  basin,  as  into  a 
bath, — with  a  nortii-easterly  direction  given  to  it  by 
its  initial  velocity,  as  if  the  supply  pipe  of  the  bath 
were  turned  so  as  to  give  the  hot  water  a  definite 
impulse, — this  enormous  flood  is  poured,  day  and 
night,  winter  and  summer.  When  the  basin  is  full — 
and  not  till  then— overcoming  its  northern  impulse, 
the  sui'plus  water  turns  soutliwards  in  a  southern 
eddy,  so  that  there  is  a  certain  tendency  for  the  hot 
water  to  accumulate  in  the  northern  basin,  to  'bank 
down"  along  the  north-eastern  coasts. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  for  every  unit 
of  water  which  enters  the  basin  of  the  North 
Atlantic,  and  which  is  not  evaporated,  an  equivalent 
must  return.  As  cold  water  can  gravitate  into  the 
deeper  parts  of  the  ocean  from  all  directions,  it  is 
only  under  peculiar  circumstances  that  any  move- 
ment having  tlie  character  of  a  current  is  induced ; 

1  Ocean  Canunts.  Aii  Addres?  ilolivered  to  Uio  UoytX  UoiU^l 
Service  Itiatilulion  Jun«  ISUi,  1871.  Ry  J,  K.  Laoghton,  M.A., 
Naral  Instnictor  ot  tho  Koyol  Nftval  College.  (B'rom  the  Jounul  of 
the  Institution,  vol.  xt.) 
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these  circumstances  occur,  however,  in  the  confined 
and  contracted  communication  between  the  North 
Atlantic  and  the  Arctic  Sea.  Between  Cape  Fare- 
well and  North  Cape  there  are  only  two  channels 
of  any  considerable  depth,  the  one  very  narrow 
along  the  east  coast  of  Iceland,  and  the  other 
along  the  east  coast  of  Greenland.  The  shallow 
part  of  the  sea  is  entirely  occupied,  at  all  events 
during  summer,  by  the  warm  water  of  the  Gulf- 
stream,  except  at  one  point,  where  a  rapid  current 
of  cold  water,  very  restricted  and  very  shallow, 
sweeps  round  the  south  of  Spitzbergen  and  then 
dips  under  the  Gulf-stream  water  at  the  northern 
entrance  of  the  German  Ocean. 

This  cold  flow,  at  first  a  current,  finally  a  mere 
indraught,  aflfects  greatly  the  temperature  of  the 
German  Ocean ;  but  it  is  entirely  lost,  for  the  slight 
current  which  is  again  produced  by  the  great  con- 
traction at  the  Strait  of  Dover,  has  a  summer  tem- 
perature of  7**  5  C.  The  path  of  the  cold  indraught 
from  Spitzbergen  may  be  readily  traced  on  the  map 
by  the  depressions  in  the  surface  isothermal  lines,  and 
in  dredging  by  the  abundance  of  gigantic  amphi- 
podous  and  isopodous  crustaceans,  and  other  well- 
known  Arctic  animal  forms. 

From  its  low  initial  velocity  the  Arctic  return 
current,  or  indraught,  must  doubtless  tend  slightly 
in  a  westerly  direction,  and  the  higher  specific  gravity 
of  the  cold  water  may  probably  even  more  power- 
fully lead  it  into  the  deepest  channels;  or  possibly 
the  two  causes  may  combine,  and  in  the  course  of 
ages  the  currents  may  hollow  out  deep  south- 
westerly grooves.    At  all  events,  the  main  Arctic 
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return  currents  are  very  visible  on  the  chart  taking 
this  direction,  indicated  by  marked  deflections  of 
tlie  iscthermal  lines.  The  most  marked  is  the 
Labrador  current,  which  passes  down  inside  the 
Gulf-stream  along  the  coasts  of  Carolina  and  New 
Jersey,  meeting  it  in  the  strange  abrupt  *cold 
wall,'  dipping  under  it  as  it  issues  from  the  Gulf, 
coming  to  the  surface  again  on  the  other  side, 
and  a  portion  of  it  actually  passing,  under  the  Gulf- 
stream,  as  a  cold  counter-current  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Fifty  or  sixty  miles  out  from  the  west  coast  of 
Scotland,  I  believe  the  Gulf-stream  forms  another, 
though    a  very   mitigated,   'cold   wall/     In    1868, 
after  our  first  investigation  of  the  very  remarkable 
cold  indraught  into  the  channel  between  Shetland  and 
Fierce,  I  stated  my  belief  that  the  current  was  entirely 
banked  up  in  the  Fierce  Channel  by  the  Gulf-stream 
passing  its  gorge.     Since  tliat  time  I  have  been  led 
to  suspect  that  a  part  of  the  Arctic  water  oozes  down 
the   Scottish    coast,   much    mixed,   and    sufficiently 
shallow  to  be  affected  throuijhout  bv  solar  radiation. 
About  sixtv  or  seventv  miles  from  shore  the  isother- 
mal    lines    have    a   slight   but    uniform    deflection. 
Within  that  line  types  characteristic  of  the  Scandi- 
navian fauna  are  numerous  in  shallow  water,  and 
in  the  course  of  many  years'  use  of  the  towing  net 
I   have  n?Vv?r  met    with    anv  of   the    Gulf-stream 
pteropods,  or  of  the  lovely  Polycystina  and  Acantho- 
metrina  which  absolutely  swarm  beyond  that  limit. 
The   ditference  in  inciin    temperature    between   the 
east    and    west   coasts  of    Scotland,   amounting   to 
about  l^'C,  is  aUo   somc\vhat  less  than  might  1>e 
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expected  if  the  Gulf-stream  came  close  to  the  western 
shore. 

While  the  communication  between  the  North 
Atlantic,  and  the  Arctic  Sea — itself  a  second  cut 
de  mc — is  thus  restricted,  limiting  the  interchange  of 
warm  and  cold  water  in  the  normal  direction  of  the 
flow  of  the  Gulf-stream,  and  causing  the  diversion  of 
a  large  part  of  the  stream  to  the  southwards,  the 
communication  with  the  Antarctic  basin  is  as  open  as 
the  day ; — a  continuous  and  wide  valley  upwards  of 
2,000  fathoms  in  depth  stretching  northwards  along 
the  western  coasts  of  Africa  and  Europe. 

That  the  southern  water  wells  up  into  this  valley 
there  could  be  little  doubt  &om  the  form  of  the 
ground;  but  here  again  we  hare  curious  corroborative 
evidence  on  the  map  in  the  remarkable  reversal  of  the 
curves  of  the  isotherms.  The  temperature  of  the  bot- 
tom water  at  1,230  fathoms  off  Rockall  is  3°-22  C, 
exactly  the  same  as  that  of  water  at  the  same  depth  in 
the  serial  sounding,  lat.  47°  38'  N.,  long.  12°  08' W.  in 
the  Bay  of  Biscay,  which  affords  a  strong  presumption 
that  the  water  in  both  cases  is  derived  from  the  same 
source ;  and  the  bottom  water  off  Rockall  is  warmer 
than  the  bottom  water  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  (2°'5  C), 
while  a  cordon  of  temperature  soundings  drawn  from 
the  north-west  of  Scotland  to  a  point  on  the  Iceland 
shallow  gives  no  temperature  lower  than  6°-5  C.  This 
makes  it  very  improbable  that  the  low  temperature 
of  the  Bay  of  Biscay  is  due  to  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  Spitzbei^n  current  passing  down  the  west 
coast  of  Scotland;  and  as  the  cold  current  to  the 
east  of  Iceland  passes  southwards  considerably  to  the 
westward,  as  indicated  on  the  map  by  the  successive 
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depressions  in  the  surface  isotherms,  the  balance  of 
probability  scorns  to  he  in  favour  of  the  view  that  the 
conditions  of  temperature  and  the  slow  movement  of 
this  vast  mass  of  moderately  cold  water,  nearly  two 
statute  miles  in  depth,  are  to  be  referred  to  aji 
Antarctic  rather  than  to  an  Arctic  origin. 

The  North  Atlantic  Ocean  seems  to  consist  first  of 
a  great  sheet  of  warm  water,  the  general  northerly 
reflux  of  the  equatorial  cun-ent.  Of  tliis  the  greater 
part  passes  through  the  Strait  of  Florida,  and  its 
north-easterly  flow  is  aided  and  maintained  by  the 
anti-trades,  the  whole  being  generally  called  the 
Gulf-stream.  This  layer  is  of  varying  depths,  ap- 
parently from  tlio  observations  of  Captain  Chimmo 
and  others,  thinning  to  a  hundred  fathoms  or  so  in 
the  mid-Atlantic,  but  attaining  a  depth  of  700  to  800 
fathoms  off  the  west  coasts  of  Ireland  and  Spain. 
Secondly  of  a  'stratum  of  intermixture'  which  ex- 
tends to  about  200  fathoms  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
through  which  the  tem|>erature  falls  rather  rapidly; 
and  thirdly,  of  an  imderlying  mass  of  cold  water, 
in  the  Bay  uf  Biscay  1,500  fathoms  deep,  derived  as 
an  indraught  falling  in  by  gravitation  from  the 
deepest  available  source,  whether  Arctic  or  .^Vntarctic. 
It  seems  at  first  sight  a  startling  suggestion, 
that  the  cold  «*atpr  tilling  deep  ocean  valleys  in  the 
northern  heuiisphcrc  may  he  partly  derived  from 
the  southern ;  but  this  diiliculty,  I  believe,  arises 
from  the  idea  that  there  is  a  kind  of  diaphragm  at 
the  equator  between  the  northern  and  southern  oevan 
basins,  one  of  the  many  misconceptions  which  follow 
in  the  train  of  a  notion  of  a  convective  circulation  in 
the  Bca  similar  ti»  that  iu  the  utmosphen.'.    There  is 
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undoubtedly  a  gradual  elevation  of  an  intertropical 
belt  of  the  underlying  cold  water,  which  is  being 
raised  by  the  subsiding  of  still  colder  water  into  its 
bed  to  supply  the  place  of  the  water  removed  by  the 
equatorial  current  and  by  excessive  evaporation ;  but 
such  a  movement  must  be  widely  and  irregularly 
diffused  and  excessively  slow,  not  in  any  sense  com- 
parable with  the  diaphragm  produced  in  the  atmo- 
sphere by  the  rushing  upwards  of  the  north-east  and 
south-east  trade-winds  in  the  zone  of  calms.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  most  conclusive  proofs  of  the  extreme 
slowness  of  the  movement  of  the  deep  indraught  is 
the  nature  of  the  bottom.  Over  a  great  part  of  the 
floor  of  the  Atlantic  a  deposit  is  being  formed  of 
microscopic  shells.  These  with  their  living  inha- 
bitants differ  little  in  specific  weight  from  the  water 
itself,  and  form  a  creamy  flocculent  layer,  which  must 
be  at  once  removed  wherever  there  is  a  perceptible 
movement.  In  water  of  moderate  depth,  in  the 
course  of  any  of  the  currents,  this  deposit  is  entirely 
absent,  and  is  replaced  by  coarser  or  finer  gravel. 

It  is  only  on  the  surface  of  the  sea  that  a  line  is 
drawn  between  the  two  hemispheres  by  the  equatorial 
current,  whose  effect  in  shedding  a  vast  intertropical 
drift  of  water  on  either  side  as  it  breaks  against  the 
eastern  shores  of  equatorial  land  may  be  seen  at  a 
glance  on  the  most  elementary  physical  chart. 

The  Gulf-stream  loses  an  enormous  amount  of  heat 
in  its  northern  tour.  At  a  point  200  miles  west  of 
Ushant,  where  observations  at  the  greatest  depths 
were  made  on  board  the  'Porcupine,'  a  section  of 
the  water  of  the  Atlantic  shows  three  surfaces  at 
which  interchange  of  temperature  is  taking  p)ac^. 
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First,  the  surface  of  the  sea — that  is  to  say,  the 
upper  surface  of  the  Gulf-stream  layer — ia  losing 
heat  rapidly  by  radiation,  by  contact  with  a  layer  of 
air  which  is  in  constant  motion  and  being  per- 
petually cooled  by  convection,  and  by  the  con- 
version of  water  into  vapour.*  As  this  cooling  of 
the  Gulf-stream  layer  takes  place  principally  at  the 
surface,  the  temperature  of  the  mass  is  kept  pretty 
uniform  by  convection.  Secondly,  the  band  of  con- 
tact of  the  lower  surface  of  the  Gulf-stream  water 
with  the  upper  surface  of  the  cold  indraught.  Here 
the  interchange  of  temperature  must  be  very  slow, 
though  that  it  does  take  place  is  shown  by  the 
slight  depression  of  the  surface  isotherms  over  the 
principal  paths  of  the  indraught.  But  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  intermixture  extending  through  a  con- 
siderable layer.  The  cold  w^ater  being  beneath, 
convection  in  the  ordinary  sense  cannot  occur,  and 
interchange  of  temperature  must  depend  mainly 
upon  conduction  and  diffusion,  causes  which  in  the 
ease  of  masses  of  water  must  be  almost  secular  in 
their  action,  and  probably  to  a  much  greater  extent 
upon  mixture  produced  by  local  currents  and  by 
the  tides.  The  third  surface  is  that  of  contact  be- 
tween the  cold  indraui?ht  and  the  bottom  of  the 
sea.  The  temperature  of  the  crust  of  the  earth 
has  been  variously  calculated  at  from  4°  to  11°  C, 
but  it  must  be  completely  cooled  down  by  anything 
like  a  movement  and  constant  renewal  of  cold  water. 

I  On  Deep-sea  Climates.  The  Substance  of  a  Lecture  delivered  to 
the  Natural  Science  Class  in  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  at  the  close  of 
the  Summer  Session  1870,  by  Professor  Wyville  Thomson.  {NiUure, 
July  28th,  1870.) 
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All  we  can  say,  therefore,  is  that  contact  with  the 
hottom  can  nerer  be  a  eource  of  depression  of  tem- 
perature. As  a  general  result  the  Gulf-stream  water 
is  nearly  uniform  In  temperature  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  its  depth;  there  is  a  marked  zone 
of  intermixture  at  the  junction  between  the  warm 
water  and  the  cold,  and  the  water  of  the  cold 
indraught  is  regularly  stratified  hy  gravitation ; 
so  that  in  deep  water  the  contour  lines  of  the 
sea-hottom  are,  speaking  generally,  lines  of  equal 
temperature.  Keeping  in  view  the  enormous  in- 
fluence which  ocean  currents  exercise  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  climates  at  the  present  time,  I  think 
it  is  scarcely  going  too  far  to  suppose  that  sucli 
currents — movements  communicated  to  the  water  by 
constant  winds — existed  at  all  geological  periods  as 
the  great  means,  I  had  almost  said  the  sole  means, 
of  producing  a  general  oceanic  circulation,  and  thus 
distributing  heat  in  the  ocean.  They  must  have 
existed,  in  fact,  wherever  equatorial  land  inter- 
rupted the  path  of  the  drift  of  the  trade-winds. 
Wherever  a  warm  current  was  deflected  to  north 
or  soutli  from  the  equatorial  belt  a  polar  indraught 
crept  in  beneath  to  supply  its  place ;  and  the  ocean 
consequently  consisted,  as  in  the  Atlantic  and 
doubtkss  in  the  Paciiic  at  the  present  day,  of  an 
upper  warm  stratum,  and  a  lower  layer  of  cold 
water  becoming  gradually  colder  with  increasing 
depth, 

I  fear,  then,  that  in  opposition  to  the  views  of 
my  distinguished  colleague,  I  must  repeat  that  I 
have  seen  as  yet  no  reason  to  modify  the  opinion 
which  I  have  consistently  held  from  the  first,  that 
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the  remarkable  conditions  of  climate  on  the  coasts 
I  of  Northern  Europe  are  due  in  a  broad  sense  solely 
to  the  Gulf-stream.  That  is  to  say,  that  although 
movements,  some  of  them  possibly  of  considerable 
importance,  must  be  produced  by  ditferences  of  spe- 
cific gravity,  yet  the  influence  of  the  great  current 
which  we  call  the  Gulf-stream,  the  reflux  of  the 
great  equatorial  cun*ent,  is  so  paramount  as  to  reduce 
all  other  causes  to  utter  insignificance. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE    DEEP-SEA    FAUNA. 

The  Protozoa  of  the  Deep-sea. — Bathyhius, — *  Coccoliths,'  and  '  Cocco- 
spheres.* — The  Eoraminifera  of  the  Warm  and  Cold  Areas. — Deep- 
sea  Sponges. — The  Hexactinellidae.  —  JRoaaella,  —  Hyalonema.  — 
Deep-sea  Corals. — The  Stalked  Crinoids. — FaUacrinus, — Rhizo- 
crinus, — Bathycrinua. — The  Star- fishes  of  the  Deep-sea. — The 
general  Distribution  and  Relations  of  Deep-sea  Urchins. — ^The 
Crustacea,  the  MoUusca,  and  the  Fishes  of  the  '  Porcupine '  Expe- 
ditions. 

The  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  giving  anything 
like  a  detailed  account  of  the  deep-sea  fauna;  even 
if  it  were  possible  to  do  so  in  a  popular  sketch  of 
the  general  results  of  a  wide  investigation.  I  must 
therefore  confine  myself  at  present  to  a  brief  outline 
of  the  distribution  of  the  forms  of  animal  life  which 
were  met  with  in  the  belt  partially  examined  during 
the  *  Porcupine '  dredgings,  a  belt  which  carries  the 
British  zoological  area  about  a  hundred  miles  further 
out  to  seaward  along  the  northern  and  western  coasts 
of  the  British  Isles,  and  into  depths  extending  from 
200  fathoms,  the  previous  limit  of  accurate  know- 
ledge, to  800  and  1,000  fathoms,  and  in  one  or  two 
instances  to  the  extreme  depth  of  upwards  of  2,000 
fathoms. 
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The  remarkable  general  result  that  even  to  these 
great  depths  the  &uiia  is  Taried  and  rich  in  all  the 
marine  invertebrate  groups,  has  inundated  us  with 
new  material  which  in  several  of  the  lar^r  depart- 
ments it  will  take  years  of  the  labour  of  specialists 
to  work  up.  While  referring  very  briefly  to  those 
orders  which  it  has  been  found  impossible  as  yet  to 
overtake,  1  will  enter  a  little  more  fully  into  the 
history  of  certain  restricted  groups  which  more  par- 
ticularly illustrate  the  conditious  of  the  abyssal 
region,  and  the  relations  of  its  special  fanna  to  the 
fannae  of  other  zoological  provinces,  or  to  those  of 
earlier  times.  And  very  prominent  among  these 
special  groups  we  find  the  first  and  simplest  of  the 
invertelirate  sub-kingdoms,  the  Protozoa,  represented 
by  three  of  its  classes, — the  monera,  the  rhixopoda, 
and  the  sponges. 

The  monera  have  been  lately  defined  as  a  distinct 
class  by  Professor  Kmst  Uaeekel,'  for  a  vast  assem- 
blage of  almost  formless  beings,  apparently  abso- 
lutely devoid  of  internal  structure,  and  consisting 
simply  of  living  and  moving  expansions  of  jelly-like 
protoplasm ;  and  although  the  s|K!cial  character  on 
which  Haeckel  separates  them  from  the  remainder  or 
the  protozoa, — that  they  are  propagated  by  no  form 
of  sexual  reproduction,  but  simply  by  spontaneous 
division, — may  probably  prove  deceptive  as  our  know- 
ledge increases,  still  their  number,  their  general 
resemblance  to  one  another,  presenting  obviously 
different  and  recognizable  kinds  although  with  very 
indellnahtc  ebaraeters,  and  the  important  part  which 

'  liiologiichn  i^tadion,     Vnn  Dr.  Ernst  llMckcl,  PiofMaor  an  tt«v 
Jnr.B.      l^if."!/,  if 711- 
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they  i^lay  in  the  economy  of  nature,  would  seem  to 
entitle  them  to  a  systematic  position  of  more  than 
ordinal  value.  The  German  naturalists  of  the  new 
school,  in  their  enthusiastic  adoption  of  the  Dar- 
winian theory  of  evolution,  naturally  welcome  in 
these  '  moners '  the  essential  attribute  of  the  *  Ur- 
schleim,'  an  infinite  capacity  for  improvement  in 
every  conceivable  direction;  and  to  more  prosaic 
physiologists  they  are  of  the  deepest  interest,  as 
presenting  the  essential  phenomena  of  life,  nutri- 
tion and  irritability,  existing  apparently  simply  as 
the  properties  of  a  homogeneous  chemical  compound, 
and  independent  of  organization. 

The  monera  pass  into  the  rhizopoda,  which  give 
a  slight  indication  of  advance,  in  the  definite  form 
of  the  graceful  calcareous  shell-like  structures  which 
most  of  them  secrete,  and  the  two  groups  may  be 
taken  together. 

The  dredging  at  2,435  fathoms  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Bay  of  Biscay  gave  a  very  fair  idea  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  bottom  of  the  sea  over  an  enormous 
area,  as  we  know  from  many  observations  which 
have  now  been  made,  with  the  various  sounding 
instruments  contrived  to  bring  up  a  sample  of  the 
bottom.  On  that  occasion  the  dredge  brought  up 
about  1^  cwt.  of  calcareous  mud.  There  could  be 
little  doubt,  from  the  appearance  of  the  contents  of 
the  dredge,  that  the  heavy  dredge-frame  had  gone 
down  with  a  plunge,  and  partly  buried  itself  in 
the  soft,  yielding  bottom.  The  throat  of  the  dredge 
thus  became  partly  choked,  and  the  free  entrance 
of  the  organisms  on  the  sea-floor  had  been  thus 
prevented.     The  matter  contained  in  the  dredge  con- 
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sUted  mainly  of  a  ttompact  *  mortar,'  of  a  Wuisli 
colour,  passina:  into  a  thin— evidently  Buperticial — 
layer,  much  softer  and  more  creamy  iii  consistence, 
aud  of  a  yeUowisli  colour.  Under  the  microsco|)e  the 
surface-layer  was  found  to  consist  chiefly  of  entire 
sliells  of  Glohigerina  buUoidea  (Fii^.  2,  p.  22),  large 
and  small,  and  fragments  of  such  shells  mixed 
with  a  quantity  of  amorphous  calcareous  matter  in 
fine  particles,  a  little  fine  sand,  and  many  spicules, 
portions  of  spicules,  and  shells  of  Radiolaria,  a  few 
spicules  of  sponges,  and  a  few  frustules  of  diatoms. 
Below  the  surface-layer  the  sediment  becomes 
gradually  more  compact,  and  a  slight  grey  colour, 
due  probably  to  the  decomposing  organic  matter, 
becomes  more  pronounced,  wliile  perfect  shells  of 
glohigerina  almost  entirely  disappear,  Ixagments  be- 
come smaller,  and  calcareous  mud,  structureless  and 
in  a  fine  state  of  division,  is  in  greatly  preponderat- 
ing proportion.  One  can  have  no  doubt,  on  examining 
this  sediment,  that  it  is  formed  in  the  main  by  the 
accumulation  and  disintegration  of  the  shells  of 
glohigerina — the  shells  frcsli,  whole,  and  living  iu 
the  surface-layer  of  the  deposit,  and  in  the  lower 
layers  dead,  and  gradually  crumbling  down  by  the 
decomposition  of  their  organic  cement,  and  by  the 
pressure  of  the  layers  above— an  animal  formation  in 
fact  being  formed  very  much  in  the  same  way  as  in 
the  accumulation  of  vegetable  matter  in  a  peat  hog, 
by  life  and  growth  above,  and  death,  retarded  de- 
composition, and  compres-sion  beneath. 

In  tins  dredging,  as  in  most  others  in  the  bed 
of  the  Atlantic,  there  was  evidence  of  a  eonsiiierable 
o^ttUiy  of  soft  gelatinous  organic  matter,  enough 
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to  give  a  slight  viscosity  to  the  mud  of  the  surface 
layer.  If  the  mud  be  shaken  with  weak  spirit  of 
wine,  fine  flakes  separate  like  coagulated  mucus ; 
and  if  a  little  of  the  mud  in  which  this  viscid  con- 
dition is  most  marked  be  placed  in  a  drop  of  sea- 
water  under  the  microscope,  we  can  usually  see, 
after  a  time,  an  irregular  network  of  matter  resem- 
bling white  of  eggy  distinguishable  by  its  maintaining 
its  outline  and  not  mixing  with  the  water.  This 
network  may  be  seen  gradually  altering  in  form,  and 
entangled  granules  and  foreign  bodies  change  their 
relative  positions.  The  gelatinous  matter  is  therefore 
capable  of  a  certain  amount  of  movement,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  manifests  the  phenomena  of 
a  very  simple  form  of  life. 

To  this  organism,  if  a  being  can  be  so  called  which 
shows  no  trace  of  differentiation  of  organs,  consist- 
ing apparently  of  an  amorphous  sheet  of  a  protein 
compound,  irritable  to  a  low  degree  and  capable  of 
assimilating  food.  Professor  Huxley  has  given  the 
name  of  Bathybius  haeckelii  (Fig.  63).  If  this  have  a 
claim  to  be  recognized  as  a  distinct  living  entity,  ex- 
hibiting its  mature  and  final  form,  it  must  be  referred 
to  the  simplest  division  of  the  shell-less  rhizopoda,  or 
if  we  adopt  the  class  proposed  by  Professor  Haeckel, 
to  the  monera.  The  cu^cumstance  which  gives  its 
special  interest  to  Bathybius  is  its  enormous  extent : 
whether  it  be  continuous  in  one  vast  sheet,  or  broken 
up  into  circumscribed  individual  particles,  it  appears 
to  extend  over  a  large  part  of  tiie  bed  of  the  ocean ; 
and  as  no  living  thing,  however  slowly  it  may  live, 
is  ever  perfectly  at  rest,  but  is  continually  acting  and 
reacting  with   its  surroundings,  the  bottom  of  the 
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ea  becomes  like  the  surface  of  the  sea  and  of  tin 
ind,— a  theatre  of  change,  performing  its  part  ii 
laintaining  the  'balance  of  orsranic  nature." 

'  BiQlogische  Studien.     Von  Pr  Erasl  H»M.-k«l.  Vmtamot  u  lioi 
iiivi-niliil  Jena.     Leijwa.  IWTO. 
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Entangled  and  borne  along  in  the  viscid  streams 
of  Bathybius,  we  so  constantly  find  a  multitude  of 
minute  calcareous  bodies  of  a  peculiar  shape,  that 
the    two    were    for  long  supposed    to    have    some 
mutual  relation  to  one  another.    These  small  bodies, 
which    have    been    carefully    studied    by  Huxley/ 
Sorby,^  Haeckel,*  Carter/  Gumbel,*  and  others,  are 
in  shape  somewhat  like  oval  shirt-studs.    There  is 
first  a  little  oval  disk  about  0*01  mm.  in  length,  with 
an  oblong  rudely  facetted  elevation  in  the  centre, 
and  round  that,  in  iresh  specimens,  what  seems  to  be 
a  kind  of  frill  of  organic  matter,  then  a  short  neck, 
and  lastly  a  second  smaller  flat  disk,  like  the  disk 
at  the  back  of  a  stud.    To  these  bodies,  which  are 
met  with  in  all  stages  of  development.  Professor 
Huxley  has  given  the  name  of  *  coccoliths.'     Some- 
times they  are  found  aggregated  on  the  surface  of 
small    transparent    membranous    balls,    and    these 
which  seemed  at  first  to  have  something  to  do  with 
the  production  of  the  *  coccoliths '  Dr.  Wallich  Has 
called  ^  coccospheres '    (Fig.   64;.      Professor    Ernst 
Haeckel  has  lately  described  a  very  elegant  organ- 
ism   belonging    to    the    radiolaria    and   apparently 
allied  to  Thalasaicolla^ — Myxohrachia  rhopalumy — and 
at  the  ends  of  some  curious  diverging  appendages 
of  this  creature  he  has  detected  accumulations  of 
bodies  closely  resembling,  if  not  identical  with,  the 
coccoliths  and  coccospheres  of  the  sea-bottom.    These 

^  Quarterly  Journal  of  Microscopical  Science,  1868,  p.  203. 
^  Proceedings  of  the  Sheffield  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society, 
October  1860.  »  Op.  cit 

*  Ann.  and  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.  1871,  p.  184. 

*  Jahrbuch  Miinch.  1870,  p.  753. 
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bodies  seem  to  have  been  taken  in  to  the  Myxo- 
brachia  as  food,  the  hard  parts  accumulating  in 
cavities  in  the  animal's  body  after  all  tlie  available 
nourishment  had  been  absorbed.  It  is  undoubted 
that  a  large  number  of  the  organisms  whose  skele- 
tons are  mixed  with  the  ooze  of  the  bottom  of  the 
sea  live  on  the  surface,  the  delicate  silicious  or  cal- 
careous shields  or  spines  falling  gradually  through 


the  water  and  finally  reaching  the  bottom,  what- 
ever be  the  depth.  I  think  that  now  the  balance  of 
opinion  is  in  favour  of  the  view  that  the  coecoliths 
are  joints  of  a  minute  nnicellulHr  niga  living  on  the 
sea-surface  and  sinking  down  and  mixing  with  the 
sarcode  of  Batkybius,  very  probably  taken  into  it  with 
a  purpose,  for  the  sake  of  the  vegetable  matter 
tiiey  may  contain,  and  which  may  afford  food  for 
lima!  jelly.     Wbsit    Hie  (nn'cnsphcrcs  arp,  Jitid 
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what  relation,  if  any,  they  have  to  the  coecoliths, 
we  do  not  know. 

Living  upon  and  among  this  Bathybiua^  we  find 
a  multitude  of  other  protozoa, — ^foraminifera  and 
other  rhizopods,  radiolarians,  and  sponges ;  and  we 
as  yet  know  very  little  of  the  life-history  of  these 
groups.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  when  their 
development  has  been  fully  traced  many  of  them 
will  be  found  to  be  di-  or  poly-morphie,  and  that 
when  we  are  acquainted  with  their  mode  of  multi- 
plication we  shall  meet  with  many  cases  of  pleo- 
morphism  and  wide  differences  between  the  organs 
and  products  involved  in  propagation  and  in  repro- 
duction. I  feel  by  no  means  satisfied  that  Bathybiua 
is  the  permanent  form  of  any  distinct  living  being. 
It  has  seemed  to  me  that  different  samples  have  been 
different  in  appearance  and  consistence ;  and  although 
there  is  nothing  at  all  improbable  in  the  abundance 
of  a  very  simple  shell-less  *moner'  at  the  bottom 
of  the  sea,  I  think  it  not  impossible  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  *bathybiu8,'  that  is  to  say  the  diffused 
formless  protoplasm  which  we  find  at  great  depths, 
may  be  a  kind  of  mycelium — a  formless  condition 
connected  either  with  the  growth  and  multiplication 
or  with  the  decay — of  many  different  things. 

Many  foraminifera  of  different  groups  inhabit 
the  deep  water,  lying  upon  or  mixed  in  the  upper 
layer  of  the  gJobigerina  ooze,  or  fixed  to  some  foreign 
body,  such  as  a  sponge,  coral,  or  stone ;  and  all  of 
these  are  remarkable  for  their  large  size.  In  the 
*  warm  area,'  and  wherever  the  bottom  is  covered  with 
ooze,  calcareous  forms  predominate,  and  large  sandy 
cristellarians,  with  their  sand-grains  bound  together 
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by  calcareous  cement,  so  that  the  sand-graias  show- 
out,  dark  and  couspicuous,  scattered  on  the  surface 
of  the  white  shelL  Miliolines  are  abundant,  and 
the  specimens  of  Corauapira  and  BOoculina  are 
^eatly  larger  than  anything  which  has  been  hitherto 
met  with  in  temperate  regions,  recalling  the  tropical 
forms  which  abound  among  the  Pacific  Islands. 

In  the  cold  area,  and  in  the  paths  of  cold  currents, 
foramiuifera  with  sandy  tests  are  more  numerous; 
some  of  those  of  the  genera  Astrorhiza,  LUnolat 
and  Botellina  are  g:igantic — large  examples  30  mm. 
long  by  8  mm.  in  diameter. 

The  few  hauls  of  the  dredge  which  we  have  already 
had  in  deep  water  have  been  enough  to  teach  us  that 
our  knowledge  of  sponges  is  in  its  infancy, — that  those 
wliicb  we  have  collected  from  shallow  water  along 
our  shores,  and  even  those  few  which  have  been 
brought  up  from  deep  water  on  fishing  lines,  and 
have  surprised  us  by  the  beauty  of  tlieir  forms  and 
the  delicacy  of  their  lustre,  are  the  mere  margin  and 
remnant  of  a  wonderfully  diversified  sponge-fauna 
which  appears  to  extend  in  endless  variety  over  the 
whole  of  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  I  cannot  attempt 
here  more  than  a  more  outline  of  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  additions  which  have  been  made  to  our 
knowledge  of  this  group.  The  sponges  of  the  '  Por- 
cupine' Expedition  are  now  in  the  hands  of  >tr. 
Henry  Carter,  F.R.S.,  for  description;  and  an  ex- 
cellent sketch  of  the  sponge-fauna  of  the  deep  Allan' 
(ic,  bringing  information  on  certain  groups  up  to  a 
late  date,  has  been  pulilishcd  by  the  best  authority 
we  hare  on  sponges,  Professor  Oscar  Bchuiidt  of 
Qrats. 
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As  I  have  already  said,  the  most  remarkable  new 
forms  are  referable  to  the  group  which  seems  to  be, 
in  a  sense  special  to  deep  water,  the  Hexactinellidse. 
I  have  already  (p.  70)  briefly  described  one  of  the 
most  abundant  and  singular  forms  belonging  to  this 
order,  Holtenia  carpenteri ;  and  all  the  others, 
though  running  through  most  remarkable  variations 
in  form  and  general  appearance,  agree  with  SoUenia 
in  essential  structure.  In  the  Hexactinellidae  all  the 
spicules,  so  far  as  we  know,  are  formed  on  the  hex- 
radiate  plan ;  that  is  to  say,  there  is  a  primary  axis, 
which  may  be  long  or  short,  and  at  one  point  four 
secondary  rays  cross  this  central  shaft  at  right  angles. 
Very  often  one-half  of  the  central  shaft  is  absent  or 
is  represented  by  a  slight  rounded  boss,  and  in  that 
case  we  have  a  spicule  with  a  cross-shaped  head,  a 
very  favourite  form  in  the  manufacture,  defence,  and 
ornament  of  the  surface  layer  of  these  sponges ;  and 
often  the  secondary  rays  are  undeveloped :  but  if 
that  be  so, — as  in  the  long  fibres  of  the  whisp 
of  Hyalonemay — in  young  spicules  and  in  others 
which  are  slightly  abnormal,  four  little  elevations 
near  the  middle  of  the  spicule,  which  contain  four 
secondary  branches  of  the  central  canal,  maintain  the 
permanence  of  the  type.  In  many  of  the  Hexac- 
tinellidae the  spicules  are  all  distinct,  and  combined, 
as  in  Ilolteniay  by  a  small  quantity  of  nearly  trans- 
parent sarcode ;  but  in  others,  as  in  *  Venus's  flower- 
basket,'  and  the  nearly  equally  beautiful  genera 
Iphiteouy  AphrocallisteSf  and  Fai^ea^  the  spicules 
run  together  and  make  a  continuous  silicious  net- 
work. When  this  is  the  case  the  sponge  may  be 
boiled   in  nitric  acid,  and,  all   the  organic   matter 
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and  otiier  impurities  thus  removed,  the  skeleton 
conies  out  a  lovely  lacy  structure  of  the  clearest 
glass.  The  six-rayed  form  of  the  spicules  gives  the 
network  nliich  is  the  result  of  their  fusion  great 
flexibility  of  design,  with  a  cbaracteristic  tendency, 
however,  to  square  meshes. 

On  the  30th  of  August.  1870,  Mr.  Gwjn  Jeffreys 
dredged  in  651  fathoms  in  the  Atlantic  off  the  mouth 
of  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  an  exquisite  spongi?, 
resembling  Iloltenia  in  its  general  appearance,  but 
differing  from  it  in  the  singular  and  beautiful  cha- 
racter of  having  a  delicate  outer  veil  about  a  centi- 
metre from  the  surface  of  the  sponge,  formed  by  the 
interlacing  of  the  four  secondary  rays  of  large  five- 
rayed  spicules,  which  send  their  long  shafts  from  that 
point  vertically  into  the  sponge  body  (Fig.  65).  The 
surface  of  the  sponge  is  formed  of  a  network  of  largo 
five-radiate  spicules,  arranged  very  much  as  in  //o/- 
lenia ;  but  the  spicules  of  the  sarcode— the  small 
spicules  which  are  embediJed  in  the  living  sponge-jelly 
— are  of  a  totally  different  form.  A  single  large 
'  osciilum '  opens,  as  in  Holtenia,  at  the  top  of  tlio 
sponge,  but  instead  of  forming  a  cup  uniformly 
lined  with  a  netted  membrane,  the  oscular  cavity 
divides  at  the  bottom  into  a  number  of  bninching 
passages  as  in  Pherotwina  anntP,  descril>ed  by  Dr. 
Leidy.  I  was  inclined  at  first  to  place  this  sjiecies 
in  the  genus  Vheronenia,  but  Dr.  Leidy 's  descrip- 
tion and  figure  are  by  no  means  satisfactory,  and 
may  refer  to  some  other  form  of  the  JloUenia  group.. 
The  spicules  of  the '  beard'  are  more  rigid  and  thicker 
than  those  of  UolU'itia,  and  scattered  among  them 
are  some  very  lartr**  fuur-luirl'.'/i  '.-niiniliiiL:  li.>oks. 
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Off  the  Butt  of  the  Lews,  in  water  of  450  to  500 
fathoms,  we  met  oq  two  occasions  with  faU-grown 
tt()eci[neus  of  a  species  of  the  remarkable  genus 
llyuU/nema  (Fig.  0(i),  with  the  coils  in  the  hirger 
examples  upwards  of  -40  centimetres  in  length. 
ififaloHeiua  is  certainly  a  very  striking  object;  and 
although  our  specimens  belong  apparently  to  the 
same  species,  //.  luaUaiticuin,  which  has  already  been 
recorded  by  Professor  Barboza  du  Bocage  from  the 
coast  of  Portugal,  it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
additions  made  to  the  British  fauna  during  our 
cruise. 

A  bundle  of  from  200  to  300  threads  of  trans- 
parent silicu,  glistening  with  a  silky  lustre,  like  the 
most  brilliant  spun-glass, — each  thread  from  30  to  40 
centimetres  long,  in  the  middle  the  thickness  of  a 
knitting  needle,  and  gradually  tapering  towards  either 
end  to  a  tine  point ;  the  whole  bundle  coiled  like  a 
strand  of  rope  into  a  lengthened  spiral,  the  threads  of 
the  middle  and  upper  portions  remaining  c-ompactly 
coiled  by  a  permanent  twist  of  the  individual  threads  ; 
the  lower  part  of  the  coil,  which,  when  the  sponge  is 
living,  is  imbedded  in  the  mud,  frayed  out  so  that  the 
glassy  threads  stand  separate  from  one  another,  like 
the  bristles  of  a  glittering  brush  ;  the  upper  portion 
of  the  coil  close  and  compact,  iniboddeU  perpen- 
dicularly in  a  conical  or  cylindrical  sponge ;  and 
usually  part  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  silicious 
coil,  iind  part  of  the  spouge-substauce,  covered 
with  a  brownish  leathery  coating,  whose  surface  is 
studded  with  the  polyps  of  an  alcyonarian  zoophyte : 
-such  is  the  general  effect  of  a  complete  specimen 
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The  Sfenus  was  first  known  in  Europe  by  specimens 
brought  from  Japan  by  the  celebrated  naturalist  and 
traveller.  Von  Siebold  ;  and  Japanese  examples  of 
Jlyalonema  sieboldi.  Gray,  may  now  be  found  more 
or  lens  perfect  in  most  of  the  European  museums. 
When  the  first  specimen  of  Ili/alonema  was  brought 
home,  the  other  vitreous  sponges  which  approach  it 
no  closely  in  all  essential  points  of  structure  were 
unknown,  and  the  history  of  opinion  as  to  its  rela- 
tions is  curious. 

The  heing  consisted  of  three  verj'  distinct  parts  : 
first,  and  greatly  the  most  remarkahle,  the  coil  of 
gilicious  needles;  then  the  sponge, — and  for  long  it 
was  supposed  that  this  was  the  I)asc  of  the  structure, 
from  wliich  the  glossy  brush  projected,  spreading  out 
above  it  in  the  water ;  and  thirdly,  the  apparently 
constant  encrusting  :»)opUyt& 

This  complicated  association  suggested  many  pos- 
sibilities.  Was  Ilyalonema  a  natural  production  at 
all?  Was  it  complete?  Were  all  the  three  parts 
essentially  connected  together  ?  And  if  not,  were  all 
the  three  independent,  or  did  two  of  three  parts 
belong  to  the  same  tiling  ?  and  if  so,  which  two  ? 

lltjalon^ma  was  first  described  and  named  in 
1H;15  by  Dr.  John  Edward  Gray,  who  has  since, 
in  one  or  two  notices  in  the  'Annals  of  Natural 
Kistory '  and  elsewhere,  vigorously  defended  the 
essential  part  of  his  original  jiosition.  Dr.  Gray 
associated  the  silicious  whi^ap  with  the  zoophyte, 
and  regarded  the  sponge  as  a  separate  organism, 
lie  looked  upon  the  silicious  coil  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  homy  axis  of  the  sea-fans  {Oorgonite), 
and  the  leather-like  coat  he  regarded  as  i'-^  il.-«ln- 
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rind.  He  supposed  that  between  this  zoophyte  and 
the  sponge  at  its  base,  there  subsisted  a  relation  of 
guest  and  host,  the  zoophyte  being  constantly  asso- 
ciated with  the  sponge ;  and  in  accordance  with  this 
view  he  proposed  for  the  reception  of  the  zoophyte 
a  new  group  of  alcyonarians  under  the  name  of 
*  Spongicolae,*  as  distinguished  from  the  *  Sabulicolse ' 
(PennatulcB)  and  the  ^Kupicolse'  {Gorgonice). 

Dr.  Gray's  view  seemed  in  many  respects  a  natural 
one,  and  it  was  adopted  in  the  main  by  Dr.  Brandt 
of  St.  Petersburg,  who  in  1859  published  a  long 
memoir,  describing  a  number  of  specimens  brought 
from  Japan  to  Russia.  Dr.  Brandt  referred  what  he 
believed  to  be  a  zoophyte  consisting  of  the  coil  and 
the  crust,  to  a  special  group  of  sclerobasic  zoanth- 
arians  with  a  silicious  axis. 

One  consideration  militated  strongly  against  this 
hypothesis  of  Dr.  Gray  and  Professor  Brandt.  No 
known  zoophyte  had  a  purely  silicious  axis ;  and 
such  an  axis  made  up  of  loose  separate  spicules 
seemed  strangely  inconsistent  with  the  harmony  of 
the  class.  On  the  other  hand,  silicious  spicules  of 
all  forms  and  sizes  were  conceivable  in  sponges ; 
and  in  1857  Professor  Milne-Edwards,  on  the 
authority  of  Valenciennes,  who  was  thoroughly 
versed  in  the  structure  of  the  GorgonicBj  combined 
the  sponge  with  the  silicious  rope,  and  degraded  the 
zoophyte  to  the  rank  of  an  encrusting  parasite. 

Anything  very  strange  coming  from  Japan  is  to 
be  regarded  with  some  distrust.  The  Japanese  are 
wonderfully  ingenious,  and  one  favourite  aim  of 
their  misdirected  industry  is  the  fabrication  of  im- 
possible monsters  by  the  curious  combination  of  the 
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porta  of  different  animals.  It  was  therefore  quite 
possible  that  the  whole  thing  might  be  an  imposi- 
tion :  that  some  beautiful  spicules  separated  from 
an  unknovn  organism  had  been  tn'isted  into  a  wUisp 
by  the  Japanese,  and  then  manipulated  so  as  to 
have  their  fibres  naturally  bound  together  by  the 
sponges  and  zoophytes  which  are  doubtless  rapidly 
developed  in  the  Mongolian  rock-pools.  Ehrenbej^, 
when  he  examined  Ilyalonema,  took  this  view.  He 
at  once  recognized  the  silicious  strands  as  the  spicules 
of  a  sponge  quite  independent  of  the  zooplirte  with 
which  they  were  encrusted ;  but  he  suggested  that 
these  might  have  been  artificially  combined  into  the 
spiral  coil  and  placed  under  artiticial  circumstances 
favourable  to  the  growth  of  a  sponge  of  a  different 
species  round  their  base.  The  condition  in  which 
many  specimens  reach  Europe  is  certainly  calculated 
to  throw  some  doubt  on  their  genuineness.  It  seems 
that  the  bundles  of  spicules  made  up  in  vaiiouft 
ways,  are  largely  sold  as  ornaments  in  China  and 
Japan.  The  coils  of  spicules  are  often  stuck  upright 
with  their  upper  ends  in  circular  holes  in  stones. 
Mr.  HiLTley  exhibited  a  few  years  ago  at  the 
Linntuan  Society  a  beautiful  specimen  of  this  kind 
now  in  the  British  Museum : — a  stone  has  been 
bored,  probably  by  a  colony  of  boring  molluscs,  and 
a  whole  colony  of  JTi/alonenms,  old  and  young,  are 
apparently  growing  out  of  the  burrows,  the  larger 
iudividnals  more  than  a  foot  in  length,  and  the 
young  ones  down  to  an  inch  or  so,  like  tiny  camelV 
hair  pencils.  All  these  arc  encrusted  by  the  usual 
zjophytc,  which  also  extends  hero  and  there  over 
the  stone  (glued  on  probably),  hut  there  is  no  trace 
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of  the  sponge.     Such  an  association  is  undoubtedly 

artificial. 

Dr.  Bowerbank,  another  great  sponge  authority, 
takes  yet  another  view.  He  maintains  "  that  the 
silieious  axis,  its  envelopment,  and  the  basal  sponge 
are  all  parts  of  the  same  animal."  The  polyps 
he  regards   as   *  oscula,'   forming  with    the   coil   a 

*  columnar  cloacal  system.' 

Professor  Max  Schultze,  of  Bonn,  examined  with 
great  care  several  perfect  and  imperfect  specimens  of 
Hyalonema  in  the  Museum  of  Leyden,  and  in  1860 
published  an  elaborate  description  of  its  structure. 
According  to  Schultze,  the  conical  sponge  is  the 
body-mass  of  Hyalonema^  a  sponge  allied  in  every 
respect  to  Euplectella ;  and  the  silieious  coil  is  an 
appendage  of  the  sponge  formed  of  modified  spicules. 
The  zoophyte  is  of  course  a  distinct  animal  altogether, 
and  its  only  connection  with  the  sponge  is  one  of 

*  commensalism.'  It  *  chums  '  with  the  sponge  for 
some  purpose  of  its  own, — certainly  getting  support 
from  the  coil,  probably  sharing  the  oxygen  and 
organic  matters  carried  in  by  the  ciliary  system  of 
the  sponge  passages.  This  style  of  association  is 
very  common.  We  have  another  example  of  the 
same  thing  in  Palythoa  axinellcBy  Schmidt,  a  con- 
stant *  commensal '  with  Axinella  cinnamomea  and 
A.  verrucosa f  two  Adriatic  sponges. 

In  18G4  Professor  Barboza  du  Bocage,  director 
of  the  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  Lisbon,  com- 
municated to  the  Zoological  Society  of  London  the 
unexpected  news  that  a  species  of  Hyalonema  had 
been  discovered  off  the  coast  of  Portugal ;  and  in  1865 
he  published,  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  same  Society, 
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an  additional  note  on  the  habitat  of  Ilt/alo/iema  lasi- 
tanicnm.  It  appears  that  the  fishermen  of  Setubal 
frequently  bring  up  on  their  lines,  from  a  consider- 
able depth,  coils  of  silicious  threads  closely  resem- 
bling those  of  the  Japanese  species,  which  they 
even  surpass  In  size,  sometimes  attaining  a  length  of 
about  50  centimetres.  The  fishermen  seem  to  be  very 
familiar  with  them.  They  call  them  'sea-whips.' 
but  with  the  characteristic  superstition  of  their  class 
they  regard  all  these  extraneous  matters  as '  unlucky,' 
and  usually  tear  them  in  pieces  and  throw  them 
into  the  water.  Judging  from  some  specimens  in 
the  British  Museum,  and  from  Senhor  du  Bocage's 
figure,  the  '  glass-rope '  of  the  Portuguese  form  is 
not  so  thick  as  that  of  //.  aieboldi.  There  is  also 
some  slight  difi'crence  in  the  sculpture  of  the  long 
needles,  hut  the  structure  of  the  sponge  and  tlie  very 
characteristic  forms  of  tlie  small  spicules  are  identical 
in  the  two.  I  doubt  if  there  be  more  than  varietal 
distinctions  between  the  two  forms ;  and  if  that  be 
80,  it  adds  another  to  the  list  of  species  common  to 
our  seas  and  the  seas  of  Japan. 

Perhaps  the  most  singular  circumstance  connected 
with  this  discussion  was  that  all  this  time  we  had 
been  looking  at  the  sponge  upside  down,  and  tliat  it 
had  never  occurred  to  anyone  to  reverse  it.  "VVe  hiid 
probably  taken  tliis  notion  from  the  specimens  stuck 
in  stones,  brought  from  Japan,  and  the  sponge  cer- 
tainly looked  very  like  tlie  base  of  the  edifice.  When- 
ever the  sponges  were  dredged  on  the  coasts  of  Europe 
and  compared  with  allied  things,  it  became  evident 
that  the  wliisp  was  nn  organ  of  support  passing  out 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  sponge,  and  that  the  flat, 
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or  slightly-Clipped  disk,  with  a  papilla  in  the  centre 
receiving  the  upper  end  of  the  coil,  with  large  oscular 
openings,  and  a  fringe  of  delicate  radiating  spicules 
round  the  edge,  was  the  top  of  the  sponge,  spreading 
out  probably  level  with  the  surface  of  the  ooze. 

In  essential  structure  IIyalo7iema  very  closely  re- 
sembles Holtenia^  and  the  more  characteristic  forms 
of  the  Hexactinellidse.  The  surface  of  the  sponge  is 
supported  by  a  square  network,  formed  by  the  sym- 
metrical arrangement  of  the  four  secondary  rays  of 
five-rayed  spicules,  and  the  sarcode  which  binds  these 
branches  together  is  full  of  minute  feathered  five- 
rayed  spicules,  which  project  from  the  branches  like 
a  delicate  fringe.  The  oscula  are  chiefly  on  the  upper 
disk,  and  lead  into  a  number  of  irregular  passages 
which  traverse  the  body  of  the  sponge  in  all  direc- 
tions. When  we  trace  its  development,  the  coil 
loses  its  m  J  stery.  On  one  of  the  HoUenice  from  the 
Butt  of  the  Lews,  there  was  a  little  accumulation 
of  greenish  granular  matter  among  the  fibres.  On 
placing  this  under  the  miscroscope  it  turned  out  to 
be  a  number  of  very  young  sponges,  scarcely  out  of 
their  germ  state.  They  were  all  at  first  sight  very 
much  alike,  minute  pear-shaped  bodies,  with  a  long 
delicate  pencil  of  silky  spicules  taking  the  place  of 
the  pear-stalk.  On  closer  examination,  however,  these 
little  germs  proved  to  belong  to  different  species, 
each  showing  unmistakeably  the  characteristic  forms 
of  its  special  spicules.  Most  of  them  were  the  young 
of  Tisiphonia^  but  among  them  were  several  HoltenuBf 
and  one  or  two  were  at  once  referred  to  Hyalanema. 
In  two  or  three  hauls  in  the  same  locality  we  got 
them   in    every   subsequent    stage — beautiful    little 
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pear-shaped  things,  a  centimetre  long,  ■with  a  single 
osculum  at  the  top,  and  the  whisp  like  a  small 
brush.  At  this  stage  the  Palythoa  is  usually  absent, 
but  when  the  body  of  the  sponge  has  attained  15  mm. 
or  HO  in  length  very  generally  a  little  pink  tubercle 
may  be  detected  at  the  point  of  junction  between 
the  sponge  body  and  the  coil,  the  germ  of  tlie  first 
polyp. 

Hyalonema  luaitantciim,  Barboza  du  Bocage,  the 
species  met  with  in  the  British  seas  and  along 
the  coast  of  western  Europe,  appears  to  he  local, 
but  very  abundant  at  the  stations  where  it  occurs. 
I  am  still  in  doubt  whether  we  are  to  regard  it 
as  identical  with  the  Japanese  species,  //.  sieboUli, 
Grat. 

During  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys'  cruise  in  1S70,  two 
specimens  of  a  wonderful  sponge  belonging  also  to  the 
flexactinellido!  were  dredged  in  ;i7t  fathoms  iu  rocky 
ground  off  Cape  St.  Vincent.  The  larger  of  these 
forms  a  complete  base  of  a  very  elegant  form,  nearly 
ninety  centimetres  in  diameter  at  the  top  and  about 
sixty  in  height  (Fig.  67).  Tlie  sponge  came  u|i  fohled 
together,  and  had  much  the  appearance  of  a  piece 
of  coarse,  greyish-coloured  blanket.  Its  miniile 
structure  is,  however,  very  beautiful.  It  consists, 
like  lluUeitiii,  of  two  netted  layers,  an  outer  and 
an  inner,  formed  by  the  symmetrical  interlacing  of 
the  four  cross  hranebes  of  llvc-rayed  spicuh^s ;  and. 
as  in  ]f(dteni(t  and  Jfossellti,  the  sarcode  is  full  of 
extremely  minute  five  and  six-rayed  spicules,  which, 
however,  havti  a  thoroughly  distinct  character  of 
their  own,  with  here  and  there  a  very  beautiful 
rosettelike  spicule,  another  singular  moiliflcntioni 
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the    liex-radiate    type   cliaracteristit;    of    tliis    group. 
Uetween   tlie  two  netted  surfaces  the  sponge   suh- 
stance  is  formed  of  loose  curving  meshes  of  loosely 
aggregated  huudles  of  long  simple   fibres,    sparsely 
mixed  ivitli  sjiiciiles  of  other  forma.     This  sponge 
seems    to    live  fixed    to   a   stone.      There    are    no 
anchoring    spicules,    and   the    hottom    of    the    vase, 

V>':    flr-(li«f.«a«l„^,I.„..KrM.     Ol.f-tiel.ll,ttirt.nl..r.l.l7c.     (So   2S,  1S7U  ) 

wliich  in  our   two   specimens  is  a   good  deal   con- 
tracted and  has  a  si^uare  shape  something  like  an 
old  Irish  '  mether,'  has  apparently  heen  torn  from 
some    attachment.      This   fine    species   was    named 
Aakonema   setubalense,    and    very   briefly   described 
from  a   specimen    in   the   Lisbon   Museum   by  Mr. 
Saville  Kent,  in  a  paper  in  which  he  noticed  some 
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of  tlie  sponges  dredged  from  Mr.  Slai'shall  llall's 
yacht.' 

Sponges  belonging  to  other  groups  from  the  deep 
water  were  nearly  equally  interesting.  I  have 
already  alluded,  p.  188,  to  the  handsome  branching 
sponges  belonging  to  the  Esperiadte,  which  abound 
otF  the  coasts  of  Scotland  and  Portugal.  Near  the 
mouth  of  tlie  Strait  of  Gibraltar  a  number  of  species 
were  taken  in  considerable  quantity,  belonging  to  a 
group  which  were  at  first  confused  with  the  Hexac- 
tinellidEC,  on  account  of  their  frequently  forming  a 
similar  and  equally  beautiful  continuous  network  of 
silica,  so  as  to  assume  the  same  resemblance  to  deli- 
cate lace,  when  boiled  in  nitric  acid.  The  Corallio- 
spoiigiic  differ,  however,  from  the  IlexactineUidio  in 
one  very  fundamental  character.  While  in  the  latter 
tlie  spicule  is  hex-radiate,  in  the  former  it  consists 
of  a  shaft  with  three  diverging  rays  at  one  end. 
Tliesc  frequently  spread  in  one  jdane,  and  they  often 
re-divide,  and  frequently  the  spaces  between  them  arc 
filled  up  with  a  secondary  expanse  of  silica,  variously 
frilled  and  netted  on  the  edge,  so  a*  to  give  the  spicule 
the  ajqjcarance  of  an  ornamental  Ilat-hcaileil  tack. 
These  three-rayed  stars  or  disks,  in  combination,  sup- 
port the  outer  membrane  of  sponges  of  this  order; 
and  spicules  of  the  same  i\  pc,  fused  together  accord- 
ing to  various  plans,  form  the  sponge  skeleton. 

This  group  of  sponges  are  as  yet  imperfectly 
known.  They  seem  to  pass  into  such  forms  as 
GeotHa  and  Tethj/a ;  and  the  typical  example  with 
wiiich  we  are  most  familiar  is  the  genus  Daclifh- 
cultfx,   represented   by   the    cup-shape:l    puraice-iike 

'  Mondily  MicroMopie  Juuniol,  Novmilxr  )    is?" 
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masses  which  are  thrown  ashore  from  time  to  time 
on  the  West  Indian  Islands. 

Professor  P.  Martin  Duncan  has  already  published 
an  account  of  the  stony  corals  (the  Madreporaria)  of 
the  cruise  of  the  *  Porcupine '  in  1869,  and  he  has 
now  in  hand  those  procured  oflF  the  coast  of  Portugal 
in  1870,  some  of  which  are  of  even  greater  interest 
from  their  close  resemblance  to  certain  cretaceous 
forms.  Twelve  species  of  stony  corals  were  dredged 
in  1869. 

Caryophyllia  borealis,  Fleming  (Fig.  4,  p.  27),  is 
very  abundant  at  moderate  depths,  particularly  along 
the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  where  many  varieties  are 
found.  The  greatest  depth  at  which  this  species  was 
dredged  is  705  fathoms.  It  is  found  fossil  in  the 
miocene  and  pliocene  beds  of  Sicily. 

Ceratocyathiis  ornatus^  Segubnza.— Of  this  pretty 
coral  only  a  single  specimen  was  taken  in  705 
fathoms,  off  the  Butt  of  the  Lews.  It  had  not  pre- 
viously been  known  as  a  recent  species,  and  was 
described  by  Seguenza  from  the  Sicilian  miocene 
tertiaries.  Flabellum  laciniatum^  Edwards  and 
Haime,  was  frequent  in  water  from  100  to  400 
fathoms,  from  Fseroe  to  Cape  Clear.  From  the 
extreme  thinness  of  the  outer  crust,  this  coral  is 
excessively  brittle  ;  and  although  many  hundreds 
came  up  in  the  dredge,  scarcely  half-a-dozen  examples 
were  entire.  Another  fine  species  of  the  same  genus, 
Flabellum  distinctum  (Fig.  68),  was  dredged  on 
several  occasions  off  the  Portuguese  coast  in  1870. 
The  special  interest  attaching  to  this  species,  is 
that  it  appears  to  be  identical  with  a  form  living  in 
the  seas  of  Japan. 
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Lopkohelia  proli/era,  Pallas  (Pif*.  30,  p.  169). 
— Many  varieties  ;  abundant  at  depths  from  150 
to  500  fathoms  all  along  the  west  coasts  of  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  at  temperatures  varying  from 
0'  to  10°  C,  In  some  places, — as,  for  example,  at 
Station  54,  between  Scotland  and  Pffiroe,  and  Station 
15,  between  the  west  coast  of  Ireland  and  the 
Porcupine  Bank, — there  seem  to  be  regular  banks 
of  it,  the  dredge  coming  up  loaded  with  fragments, 
living  and  dead. 

Five  allied  species  of  the  genus  Aniphihel'm  oc- 
curred more  sparingly. 


AUopora  oculina,  Eiirhnbeug,  a  very  beautiful 
form,  of  which  a  few  specimens  were  procured  in  the 
'  cold  area,"  at  depths  a  little  over  300  fathoms. 

ThecopKanimia  socmlia,  Pourtales  {Fig.  00),  a  form 
closely  allied  to  Balanophyllia,  and  resembling  some 
crag  species.  It  had  been  previously  dredged  by 
Count  Pourtales  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida.  TkecO' 
psavimia  is  tolerably  common  in  deep  water  in  the 
'cold  area,'  growing  in  patches,  five  or  six  examples 
sometimes  coming  up  on  one  stont-. 
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I  have  already  adverted  to  the  danger  wc  run  in 
estimating  the  relative  proportions  in  which  any 
special  groups  may  enter  into  the  sum  of  the  abyssal 
fauna,  by  tha  proportion  in  which  they  ai*e  recovered 
by  any  single  metliod  of  capture.  From  their  con- 
siderable size,  the  IcDgth  and  rigidity  of  their  strag- 
gling rays,  and  their  habit  of  clinging  to  fixed  oli- 
jects,  the  Eehinodermata  are  not  very  readily  tukea 
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by  the  dredge,  but  they  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the 
'  hempen  tangles.'  It  is  possible  that  this  circum- 
stance may  to  a  certain  extent  exaggerate  their 
apparent  abundance  at  great  depths ;  hut  we  have 
direct  evidence  in  the  actual  numbers  which  are 
brought  up,  that  in  some  places  they  must  be  won- 
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derfully  numerous ;  and  we  frequently  dredge  sponges 
and  ccrals  actually  covered  with  them  in  the  atti- 
tudes in  which  they  lived,  nestling  among  their  fibres 
and  in  the  angles  of  their  branches.  I  have  counted 
seventy-three  examples  of  Amphiura  abyssicola,  small 
and  large,  sticking  to  one  Holtenia. 

Botli  on  account  of  their  beauty  and  extreme 
rarity,  and  of  the  important  part  they  have  borne 
in  the  fauna  of  some  of  tlie  past  periods  of  the 
earth's  liistory,  the  first  order  of  the  Echinoderms, 
the  Crinoidea,  has  always  had  a  special  interest  to 
naturalists ;  and,  on  the  watch  as  we  were  for  miss- 
ing links  which  might  connect  the  present  with  the 
past,  we  eagerly  welcomed  any  indication  of  their 
presence.  Crinoids  were  very  abundant  in  the  seas 
of  the  Silurian  period;  deep  beds  of  carboniferous 
limestone  are  often  formed  by  the  accumulation  of 
little  else  than  tlieir  skeletons,  the  stem  joints  and 
cups  cemented  together  by  limy  sediment ;  and 
dozens  of  the  perfect  crowns  of  the  elegant  lily- 
enerinite  are  often  scattered  over  the  surface  of 
slabs  of  the  muschelkalk.  But  during  the  lapse  of 
ages  the  whole  order  seems  to  have  been  worsted 
in  the  *  stru2:2rle  for  life.'  Tliev  become  scarce  in  the 
new(?r  mezozoic  beds,  still  scarcer  in  the  tertiaries, 
and  up  to  within  the  last  few  years  only  two 
living  stalked  crinoids  were  known  in  the  seas 
of  tlie  present  period,  and  these  appeared  to  be 
confined  to  deep  water  in  the  seas  of  the  Antilles, 
whence  fishermen  from  time  to  time  bring  up  muti- 
lated specimens  on  their  lines.  Their  existence  has 
been  known  for  more  than  a  century  ;  but  although 
many  eyes  have  been  watching  for  them,  until  very 


CH A  P.  I X .  1  THE  DEEP-SEA  FA  UNA.  4  S 5 

lately  not  more  than  twenty  specimens  had  reached 
Europe,  and  of  these  only  two  showed  all  the  joints 
and  plates  of  the  skeleton,  and  the  soft  parts  were 
lost  in  all. 

These  two  species  belong  to  the  genus  FentacrinuSy 
w  hich  is  well  represented  in  the  beds  of  the  lias  and 
oolite,  and  sparingly  in  the  white  chalk;  and  are 
named  respectively  JPentacrinus  asteria^  L.,  and  P. 
miilleri^  Oersted.  Fig.  70  represents  the  first  of  these. 
This  species  has  been  known  in  Europe  since  the  year 
1765,  when  a  specimen  was  brought  to  Paris  from 
the  island  of  Martinique,  and  described  by  Guettard 
in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences. 
For  the  next  hundred  years  an  example  turned  up 
now  and  then  from  the  Antilles.  Ellis  described 
one,  now  in  the  Hunterian  Museum  in  Glasgow 
University,  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for 
1761.  One  or  two  found  their  way  into  the  museums 
of  Copenhagen,  Bristol,  and  Paris;  two  into  the 
British  Museum ;  and  one  fortunately  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  late  Professor  Johannes  Muller  of 
Berlin,  who  published  an  elaborate  account  of  it  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Berlin  Academy  for 
1843.  Within  the  last  few  years,  Mr.  Damon  of 
Weymouth,  a  well-known  collector  of  natural  history 
objects,  has  procured  several  very  good  specimens, 
which  are  now  lodged  in  the  museums  of  Moscow, 
Melbourne,  Liverpool,  and  London. 

Pentacrintis  aateria  may  be  taken  as  a  type  of 
its  order;  I  will  therefore  describe  it  briefly.  The 
animal  consists  of  two  well-marked  portions,  a  stem 
and  a  head.  The  stem,  which  is  often  from  40  to 
60   centimetres  in  length,   consists   of  a   series    of 
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flattened  calcareous  joints ;  it  may  bo  snapped  over 
at  the  point  of  junction  between  any  two  of  these 
joints,  and  by  slipping  the  point  of  a  penknife  into 
the  next  suture  a  single  joint  may  be  removed  entire. 
The  joint  has  a  hole  in  the  centre,  through  which 
one  might  pass  a  fine  needle.  This  hole  forms  part 
of  a  canal  filled  during  life  with  a  gelatinous  nutri- 
ent matter  which  runs  through  the  whole  length  of 
the  stem,  branches  in  a  complicated  way  through 
the  plates  of  the  cup,  and  finally  passes  through 
the  axis  of  each  of  the  joints  of  the  arms,  and  of 
the  ultimate  pinnules  which  fringe  them.  On  the 
upper  and  lower  surfaces  of  the  stem-joint  there 
is  a  very  graceful  and  characteristic  figure  of  five 
radiating  oval  leaf-like  spaces,  each  space  surrounded 
by  a  border  of  minute  alte^ate  ridges  and  grooves. 
The  ridges  of  the  upper  surface  of  a  joint  fit  into 
the  grooves  of  the  lower  surface  of  the  joint  above 
it ;  so  that,  though  from  being  made  up  of  many 
joints  the  stem  admits  of  a  certain  amount  of 
motion,  that  motion  is  very  limited. 

As  the  border  of  each  star-like  figure  exactly 
fits  the  border  of  the  star  above  and  below,  the  five 
leaflets  within  the  border  are  likewise  placed  directly 
one  above  the  other.  Within  these  leaflets  the 
limy  matter  which  makes  up  the  great  bulk  of  the 
joint  is  more  loosely  arranged  than  it  is  outside,  and 
five  oval  bands  of  strong  fibres  pass  in  the  inter- 
spaces right  through  the  joints,  from  joint  to  joint, 
from  one  end  of  the  stem  to  the  other.  These 
fibrous  bands  give  the  column  great  strength.  It 
is  by  no  means  easily  broken  even  when  dead  and 
dry.     They  also,  by  their  elasticity,  admit  a  certain 


amount  of  passive  motion.  There  are  no  muscles 
between  the  joints  of  the  stem,  so  that  the  animal 
does  not  appear  to  be  able  to  more  its  stalk  at  will. 
It  is  probably  only  gently  waved  by  the  tides  and 
cun-ents,  and  by  the  movements  of  its  own  arms. 

In  Pentacriuus  asteria  about  every  seventeenth 
joint  of  the  lower  mature  part  of  the  stem  is  a  little 
deeper  or  thicker  than  the  others,  and  bears  a  whorl 
of  five  long  tendrils  or  cirri.  The  stem  is,  even 
near  tlie  base,  slightly  pentagonal  in  section,  and 
it  becomes  more  markedly  so  towards  the  bead. 
The  cirri  start  from  shallow  grooves  between  the 
projecting  angles  of  the  pentagon,  so  that  they  are 
ranged  in  five  straight  rows  up  and  down  the  stem. 
The  cirri  are  made  up  of  about  tliirty-six  to  thirty- 
seven  short  joints;  they  start  straight  out  from  the 
stem  rigid  and  stiff,  but  at  the  end  they  usually 
curve  downwards,  and  the  last  joint  is  sharp  and 
elawHke.  These  tendrils  have  no  true  muscles; 
they  iiave,  however,  some  power  of  contracting  round 
resisting  objects  which  they  touch,  and  there  are 
often  star-fishes  and  other  sea-animals  entangled 
among  them.  The  specimen  figured  has  thus  lifi- 
comc  the  temporary  abode  of  a  very  elegant  s|)ecies 
of  Aiteropoi-jxt. 

Near  tlie  lietid  the  cirri  become  shorter  and 
smaller,  and  their  whorls  elosor.  The  reason  of 
this  is  that  the  stem  grows  immediately  below  the 
head,  and  the  cirrus-bearing  joints  arc  formed  in 
this  position,  the  intermediate  joints  being  produced  j 
aflerwords  hulow  and  above  each  cirraled  joint, —  , 
which  they  gradually  separate  from  the  one  on  either 

•of  it,  till  the  number  of  scvcntecu  or  eighteen  I 
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intermediate  joints  is  complete.  At  the  top  of  the 
stem  five  little  calcareous  lumps  like  buttons  stand 
out  from  the  projecting  ridges,  and  upon  these  and 
upon  the  upper  part  of  the  stem  the  cup  which 
holds  the  viscera  of  the  animal  is  placed.  These 
buttons  are  of  but  little  moment  in  this  form,  but 
they  represent  joints  v^hich  are  often  developed  into 
large,  highly-ornamented  plates  in  the  various  tribes 
of  its  fossil  ancestors.  They  are  called  the  *  basal ' 
plates  of  the  cup.  Next,  in  an  upper  tier,  alternating 
with  the  last,  we  have  a  row  of  five  oblong  plates 
opposite  the  grooves  of  the  stem,  and  all  cemented 
into  a  ring.  These  plates  are  separate  when  the 
animal  is  young ;  they  are  called  the  *  first  radial ' 
plates.  They  are  the  first  of  long  chains  of  joints 
which  are  c(mtinued  to  the  ends  of  the  arms.  Imme- 
diately above  these  plates,  and  resting  upon  them, 
there  is  a  second  row  of  plates  nearly  of  the  same 
size  and  shape,  only  they  remain  separate  from  one 
another,  never  uniting  into  a  ring.     These  are  the 

*  second  radials,'  and  immediately  upon  these  rest 
a  third  series  of  five,  very  like  the  plates  of  the 
other  two  rows,  only  their  upper  surfaces  rise  into 
a  cross  ridge  in  the  centre,  and  they  have  the 
two  sides  bevelled  off  like  the  eaves  of  a  gable,  to 
admit  of  two  joints  being  seated  upon  each  of  them 
instead  of    one.      This  last  ring  of  joints  are   the 

*  radial  axillaries,'  and  above  these  we  have  the  first 
bifurcation  of  the  arms.  These  three  rings  of 
radial  joints  form  the  true  cup.  In  the  modern 
species  they  are  very  small,  but  in  many  fossils 
they  acquire  a  large  size,  and  enclose,  frequently 
wdth   the  aid   of    various  rows   of    intermediate   or 
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inter-radial  plates  and  a  row  or  hasals,  a  large  liody- 
cavity.  The  two  upper  joints  of  each  ray  are 
separated  from  those  of  the  ray  next  it  hy  a  pro- 
longation downwards  of  the  plated  skin  which  covers 
the  upper  surface  or  '  disk '  of  the  body.  Seated 
upon  the  bevelled  sides  of  each  ra dial-ax illai-y  joint, 
there  is  a  scries  of  five  joints,  the  last  of  the  five 
bevelled  again  like  the  radial  axitlaries  for  the  inser- 
tion of  two  joints.  Tiiese  five  joints  form  the  first 
series  of  '  brachials,'  and  from  the  base  of  this  series 
the  arms  become  free. 

Tlie  first  of  the  brachial  joints,  that  is  to  say, 
the  joint  immediately  above  the  radial  axillary,  is, 
as  it  were,  split  in  two  by  a  peculiar  kind  of  joint, 
called,  by  Miiller,  a  '  syzy^y.'  All  the  ordinary  joints 
of  the  arms  are  provided  with  muscles  producing 
various  motions,  and  binding  the  joints  firmly 
together.  The  syzygies  are  not  so  provided,  and 
the  arms  are  consequently  easily  snapped  across 
where  tliese  occur.  This  is  a  beautiful  provision  for 
the  safety  of  an  animal  which  has  so  wide  and 
complicated  a  crown  of  appendages.  If  one  of  the 
arms  get  ent-nngled,  or  fall  into  the  jaws  or  claws  of 
an  enemy,  hy  ajerk  Ihc  star-fish  can  at  once  get  rid 
of  the  embarrassed  arm  ;  and  as  all  this  group  have 
a  wonderful  power  of  reproducing  lost  parts,  the  arm 
is  soon  restored. 

When  the  animal  is  djing,  it  generally  breaks  off 
its  arms  at  these  8y/.ygies ;  so  that  almost  all  the. 
8|)ecimcns  which  have  been  brought  to  Europe  have 
arrived  with  the  arms  separate  from  the  body. 

About  six  arm-joints  or  so  almve  the  first  on 
r  branch  there  is  a  second  brachial  necessory  and 
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another  bifurcation,  and  seven  or  eigbt  joints  farther 
on  another,  and  so  on,  but  more  irregularly  the 
farther  from  the  centre,  till  each  of  the  five  primary 
rays  has  divided  into  from  twenty  to  thirty  ultimate 
branches,  producing  a  rich  crown  of  more  than  a 
hundred  arms.  The  upper  surface  of  each  arm-joint 
is  deeply  grooved,  the  lower  arched ;  and  from  one 
side  of  each,  alternately  on  either  side  of  the  arm, 
there  springs  a  series  of  flattened  ossicles.  These 
form  the  ultimate  branchlets,  or  *  pinnules,'  which 
fringe  the  arms  as  the  barbs  fringe  the  shaft  of  a 
feather.  Unfortunately,  most  of  the  examples  of 
JPentacrinua  asteria  hitherto  procured  have  had  the 
soft  parts  destroyed  and  the  disk  more  or  less  injured. 
One  specimen,  however,  in  my  possession  is  quite 
perfect.  The  body  is  covered  above  by  a  membrane 
closely  tesselated  with  irregularly-formed  flat  plates  ; 
this  membrane,  after  covering  the  disk,  dips  into 
the  spaces  between  the  series  of  radial  joints,  and 
with  the  joints  of  the  cup  completes  the  body-wall. 
The  mouth  is  a  rounded  opening  of  considerable  size 
in  the  centre  of  the  disk,  and  opens  into  a  stomach 
passing  into  a  short  curved  intestine  which  ends  in 
a  long  excretory  tube, — the  so-called  *  proboscis  '  of 
the  fossil  crinoids, — which  rises  from  the  surface 
of  the  disk  near  the  mouth.  From  the  mouth  five 
deep  grooves,  bordered  on  either  side  by  small  square 
plates,  run  out  to  the  edge  of  the  disk,  and  are  con- 
tinuous with  the  grooves  on  the  upper  surface  of  the 
arms  and  pinnules,  while  in  the  angles  between  them 
five  thickened  masses  of  the  mailing  of  the  disk 
surround  the  mouth  like  valves.  These  were  at 
first  supposed  to  answer  the  purpose  of  teeth.     The 
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crinoids,  hovrerer,  are  not  predatorj  animals.  Their 
nutrition  is  effectpcl  in  a  very  ijeiitle  manner.  The 
grooves  of  the  [linniiles  and  arms  are  richly  ciliated. 
The  crinoid  expands  its  arms  like  the  ])elals  of  a  full- 
blown flower,  and  a  current  of  sea-water  bearing 
or£*anic  matter  in  solution  and  suspension  is  carried 
by  the  cilia  alona:  the  brachial  and  radial  grooves 
to  the  mouth.  In  the  stomach  and  intestine  llie 
water  is  exhausted  of  assimilable  matter,  and  the 
length  and  direction  of  the  excretory  proboscis  pre- 
vent the  exhausted  water  from  returning  at  once  into 
the  ciliated  passages. 

The  other  West  Indian  Pentacrinus — P.  miiller't — 
seems  to  be  more  common  off  the  Danish  Islands 
than  /'.  asleria.  Tlie  animal  is  more  delicate  in 
form.  The  stem  attains  nearly  the  same  height, 
but  is  more  slender.  The  rings  of  cirri  occur  about 
every  twelfth  joint,  and  at-  each  whorl  two  stem- 
joints  are  nioditied.  The  upper  joint  bears  the  facet 
for  the  insertion  of  the  cirrus,  and  the  second  is 
grooved  to  receive  its  thick  basal  portion,  which 
bends  downwards  for  a  little  way  closely  adpressed 
to  the  stem,  before  coming  free.  The  syzygy  is 
between  the  two  modilied  joints,  and  in  all  the  com- 
plete specimens  which  I  have  seen  the  stem  is  broken 
tiiroui^h  at  one  of  these  stem  syzyijies,  and  the  ter- 
minal stem-joint  is  worn  and  absorbed,  showing 
that  the  animal  must  have  been  for  long  free  from 
any  attachment  to  the  ground. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1S70.  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys, 
dredging  fioni  the  '  Porcupine'  at  ii  depth  of  1,01)5 
fiilhoms,  lal.  :Ht  VJ  X..  long.  9'  4-:y  W .,  with  a 
bottom  temperature  of  l'-3  C.  and  a  bulloni  of  soft 
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mud,  to^k  about  twenty  specimens  of  a  handsome 

Pentacrimu  involved  in  the  *  hempen  tangles  ; '  and 

.  this  Bplendid  addition  to  the  fauna  of  the  European 

I  aeas  my  friend  has  done  me  the  honour  to  associate 

with  my  name. 

Pentaerinus  icytUle-tbotmoHt,  Jeffreys  (Fig.  71), 
ID  intermediate  in  some  of  its  characters  between  P. 
asteria  and  P.  mulleri  ;  it  approaches  the  latter  species, 
however,  the  more  nearly.  In  a  mature  specimen  the 
fttom  is  about  120  mm.  in  length,  and  consists  of  five 
or  six  intemodes.  The  whorls  of  cirri  towards  the 
tower  part  of  the  stem  are  -tO  mm.  apart,  and  the  in- 
ternodes  contain  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  joints. 
The  cirri  are  rather  short  and  stand  straight  out  from 
the  nodal  joint,  or  curve  shortly  downwards,  as  in 
P.  atteria.  The  nodal  joint  is  single,  and  the  syzygy 
separates  it  from  the  joint  immediately  beneath  it, 
which  does  not  differ  materially  from  the  ordinary 
intcmodal  stem-joint.  All  the  stems  of  mature 
examples  of  this  species  end  uniformly  in  a  nodal 
joint,  surrounded  with  its  whorl  of  cirri,  which  curve 
downwards  into  a  kind  of  grappling  root.  The  lower 
surface  of  the  terminal  joint  is  in  all  smoothed  and 
rounded,  evidently  by  absorption,  showing  that  the 
animal  had  for  long  been  free.  This  character  I 
have  remarked  as  occurring  in  some  s]KH:imens  of 
/'.  miiUeri.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  constant  in 
the  present  species,  and  that  the  animal  lives  loosely 
rooted  in  the  soft  mud,  and  can  change  its  place  at 
plca.<nirc  by  swimming  with  ifs  pinnated  arms  ;  that 
it  is  in  fact  intermediate  in  this  respect  l>etween 
the  free  gimus  Antedon  and  the  iHrmancntly  fixed 
crinoid*. 
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A  young  specimen  of  P.  wyville'thomsoni  gives  the 
mode  in  which  this  freedom  is  acquired.  The  total 
length  of  this  specimen  is  95  mm.,  of  which  the  head 
occupies  35  mm.  The  stem  is  broken  off  in  the 
middle  of  the  eighth  internode  from  the  head.  The 
lowest  complete  internode  consists  of  14  joints,  the 
next  of  18,  the  next  of  20,  and  the  next  of  26  joints. 
There  are  8  joints  in  the  cirri  of  the  lowest  whorl, 
10  in  those  of  the  second,  12  in  those  of  the  third, 
and  14  in  those  of  the  fourth.  This  is  the  reverse  of 
the  condition  in  adult  specimens,  in  all  of  which  the 
numbers  of  joints  in  the  intemodes,  and  of  joints 
in  the  cirri,  decrease  regularly  from  below  upwards. 
The  broken  internode  in  the  young  example,  and 
the  three  internodes  above  it,  are  atrophied  and  un- 
developed, and  suddenly  at  the  third  node  from  the 
head  the  stem  increases  in  thickness,  and  looks  as 
if  it  were  fully  nourished.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  in  early  life  the  crinoid  is  attached,  and  that  it 
becomes  disengaged  by  the  withering  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  stem. 

The  structure  of  the  cup  is  the  same  as  in  P. 
asterla  and  P.  miilleri.  The  basals  appear  in  the 
form  of  sliield-like  projections  crowning  the  salient 
angles  of  the  stem.  Alternating  with  these  we  have 
well-developed  first  radials,  forming  a  closed  ring 
and  articulating  to  free  second  radials  by  muscular 
joints.  The  second  radials  are  united  by  a  syzygy 
to  the  radial  axillaries,  which  as  usual  give  off  each 
two  first  brachials  from  their  bevelled  sides.  A 
second  brachial  is  united  by  syzygy  to  the  first, 
and  normally  this  second  brachial  is  an  axillary, 
and  gives  off  two  simple  arms ;  sometimes,  however, 
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tin?  radial  axiltArr  orismates  a  simpl?  aim  oolr  Crom 
one  or  both  of  its  sides,  tbas  reiuc'Jif  tbe  total 
namberof  tbe  arms;  and  sometimes  oae  of  tbe  four 
arms  friren  off  from  the  brachial  axillaries  asain 
dividr:^,  ID  which  case  the  total  number  of  ann«  i^ 
increased.  11.6  stmctnre  of  tbe  di>>k  is  much  tbe 
same  as  in  the  species  of  the  genus  previously  known. 

Two  other  fixed  crinoids  were  drvdjred  from  tbe 
'  Porcupine/  and  these  must  be  referred  to  tbe  Api*^)- 
crinids,  which  differ  from  all  other  sections  of  the 
order  in  the  structure  of  the  upper  part  of  the  stem. 
At  a  certain  point,  eonsiderablr  below  the  crown  of 
arni«^  the  joints  of  the  stem  widen  by  the  greater 
dT<;loj»nu*nt  of  the  calcareous  ricsr,  the  central 
tuln-  only  increasiD!;  very  sliahtly  in  width.  The 
widt;ninir  of  the  stem-joints  inoreases  upwards  until 
n  |K:«r— lrij»*'(l  hody  is  produced,  usually  rery  elesant 
in  form,  which,  looking  from  the  outside,  one  would 
take  l'i>r  the  calyx.  It  is,  however,  nothing  more 
than  a  symmetrical  thickening  of  the  stem,  and  tbe 
Lorly-caviiy  fxrcupies  a  shallow  depression  in  the  top 
of  it  included  within  the  plates  of  the  cup — the 
basals  and  radials — whi<-h  are  thicker  and  more 
y»lid  than  in  other  crinoids,  but  otherwise  normally 
arranged.  The  stera  is  usually  lens  and  simple 
until  near  the  ba«e,  where  it  forms  some  means  of 
attachment,  either  as  in  the  celebrated  |>ear-encrinites 
of  the  forest  marble,  a  complicated  arranffcnient  of 
concentric  layers  of  calcareous  cement  which  lis  it 
firmly  to  some  forcian  body,  or.  as  in  the  chalk 
BoHrgHeilicrhiv*  and  in  the  recent  BAizocriiiHg,  an 
irregular  series  of  jointed  branching  cirri. 

Tbe  Apioerinids  attained  their  maximnm  during 
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the  Jurassic  period,  when  they  were  represented  by 
many  fine  species  of  the  genera  Apiocrinus  and 
Miller icrinus.  The  chalk  genus  BourgueiticHnvs 
shows  many  symptoms  of  degeneracy.  The  head 
is  small,  and  the  arms  are  small  and  short.  The 
arm -joints  are  so  minute  that  it  is  scarcely  possible 
to  make  up  a  series  from  the  fragments  scattered 
through  the  chalk  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  cluster 
of  heads.  The  stem,  on  the  other  hand,  is  dispro- 
portionately large  and  long,  and  one  is  led  to  suspect 
that  the  animal  was  nourished  chiefly  by  the  general 
surface  absorption  of  organic  matter,  and  that  the 
head  and  special  assimilative  organs  were  principally 
concerned  in  the  function  of  reproduction.  Rhizo- 
crinus  Iqffotensisy  M.  Sars  (Fig.  72),  was  discovered 
in  the  year  1864,  at  a  depth  of  about  300  fathoms, 
off  the*Loffoten  islands,  by  G.  O.  Sars,  a  son  of  the 
celebrated  Professor  of  Natural  History  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Christiania,  by  whom  it  wgis  described  in 
the  year  1868.  It  is  obviously  a  form  of  the  Apio- 
crinidae  still  more  degraded  than  Bourguelticrmua^ 
which  it  closely  resembles.  The  stem  is  long  and 
of  considerable  thickness  in  proportion  to  the  size 
of  the  head.  The  joints  of  the  stem  are  individually 
long  and  dice-box  shaped,  and  between  the  Joints 
spaces  are  left  on  either  side  of  the  stem  alternately, 
as  in  Bourguetlicrinua  and  in  the  pentacrinoid  of 
Antedo7i,  for  the  insertion  of  fascicles  of  contractile 
fibres.  Towards  the  base  of  the  stem  branches 
spring  from  the  upper  part  of  the  joints ;  and  these, 
each  composed  of  a  succession  of  gradually  diminish- 
ing joints,  divide  and  re-divide  into  a  bunch  of 
fibres,  which  frequently  expand  at  the  ends  into  thin 
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calcareous  lamiase,  cUaging  to  smill  pieces  of  shell, 
f^rains'  of  sand — anything  wliich  may  improTe  the 
anchorage  of  the  crinoid  in  the  soft  mud  which  is 
nearly  universal  at  great  depths. 

Id  Rkisocrinu»  the  hasal  series  of  plates  of  the 
cup  are  not  distinguishable.  Tber  arc  masked  in 
a  closed  ring  at  the  top  of  the  stem ;  and  whether 
the  ring  be  composed  of  the  fused  basals  alone,  or 
of  an  upper  stem-joint  with  the  basals  within  it 
forming  a  '  rosette,'  as  in  the  calyx  of  Antedon,  is 
a  question  which  can  only  be  solred  by  a  careful 
tracmg  of  successive  stages  of  development.  The 
first  radials  are  likewise  fused,  and  form  the  upper 
wider  portion  of  the  funnel-shaped  calyx.  The  first 
radials  are  deeply  excavated  above  for  tlie  insertion 
of  the  muscles  and  ligaments  which  unite  them  to 
the  second  radials  by  a  true  (or  moveable)  joint. 
One  of  the  most  remarkable  points  in  connection 
with  this  species  is,  that  the  first  radials — tlie  first 
joints  of  the  arm — are  variable  in  numl)er,  some 
examples  having  four  rays,  some  five,  some  six,  and 
a  very  small  number  seven,  in  the  following  pro- 
portions. Out  of  seventy-five  specimens  examined 
by  Sars,  there  were — 


This  variability  in  so  important  a  character,  par- 
ticularly when  associated  with  so  great  a  prepon- 
derance in  bulk  of  the  vegetative  over  the  more 
specially  animal  parts  of  the  organism,  must  un- 
doubtedly be  accepted  as  indicating  a  deterioration 
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from  the  symmetry  and  compactness  of  the  Apio- 
crinidae  of  the  Jurassic  period. 

The  anchylosed  ring  of  first  radials  is  succeeded  by 
a  tier  of  free  second  radials,  which  are  united  by  a 
straight  syzygial  suture  to  the  next  series — the  radial 
axillaries.  The  surface  of  the  funnel-shaped  dilatation 
of  the  stem,  headed  by  the  ring  of  first  radials,  is 
smooth  and  uniform,  and  the  second  radials  and 
radial  axillaries  present  a  smooth,  regularly-arched 
outer  surface.  The  radial  axillaries  diflfer  from  the 
corresponding  joints  in  most  other  known  crinoids 
in  contracting  slightly  above,  presenting  only  one 
articulating  facet,  and  giving  origin  to  a  single  arm. 
The  arms,  which  in  the  larger  specimens  are  from  10 
to  12  mm.  in  length,  consist  of  a  series  of  from  about 
twenty-eight  to  thirty-four  joints,  uniformly  trans- 
versely arched  externally,  and  deeply  grooved  within 
to  receive  the  soft  parts.  Each  alternate  joint  bears 
a  pinnule,  the  pinnules  alternating  on  either  side  of 
the  axis  of  the  arm,  and  the  joint  which  does  not 
bear  a  pinnule  is  united  to  the  pinnule-bearing  joint 
above  it  by  a  syzygy  :  thus  joints  with  muscular 
connections  and  syzygies  alternate  throughout  the 
whole  length  of  the  arm. 

The  pinnules,  twelve  to  fourteen  in  number,  con- 
sist of  a  uniform  series  of  minute  joints,  united  by 
muscular  connections.  The  grooves  of  the  arms  and 
of  the  pinnules  are  bordered  by  a  double  series  of 
delicate  round  fenestrated  calcareous  plates,  which, 
when  the  animal  is  contracted  and  at  rest,  form  a 
closely  imbricated  covering  to  the  nerve,  and  the 
radial  vessel  with  its  delicate  csBcal  tentacles.  The 
mouth  is  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  disk,  and  radial 
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canals,  equal  in  number  to  the  number  of  arms,  pass 
across  the  disk,  and  are  continuons  with  the  arm- 
grooves.  The  mouth  is  surrounded  by  a  row  of 
flexible  cirri,  arranged  nearly  as  in  the  pentacrinoid 
of  Antedott,  and  is  provided  with  five  oval  calcareous 
valve-like  plates,  occupying  the  interradial  angles, 
and  closing  over  the  mouth  at  will.  A  low  papilla 
in  one  of  the  interradial  spaces  indicates  the  position 
of  the  minute  excretory  orifice. 

Rhizocrinua  loffotensis  is  a  very  interesting  addition 
to  the  British  fauna,  ^'e  met  with  it  in  the  Fwroe 
Channel  in  the  year  1869 — three  examples,  greatly 
mutilated,  at  a  depth  of  530  fathoms,  with  a  bottom 
temperature  of  0-4  C,  Station  12  (1868).  Several 
occurred  attached  to  (he  beards  of  the  JloUenite,  off 
the  Butt  of  the  Lews,  and  sjiecimens  of  considerable 
size  were  dredged  in  ^02  fathoms  off  Cape  Clear. 
The  range  of  this  species  is  evidently  very  wide.  It 
has  been  dredced  by  G-  O.  Sars  off  the  north  of 
Norway  ;  by  Count  I'ourtales  in  the  Gulf-stream  off 
the  coast  of  Floridi ;  by  the  Naturalists  on  board 
the  '  Josepliine,'  on  the  '  Josephine  Bank,'  near  the 
entrance  of  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar ;  and  by  ourselves 
between  Slietland  and  IVi'roe,  and  off  Vshant  and 
Capo  Clear. 

The  genus  Batlnjcrhuis  must  also  be  referred  to  the 
Apioeriuidic,  since  the  lower  portion  of  the  head  con- 
sists of  a  gradually  expanding  funnel-shaped  piece, 
whieli  seems  to  be  composed  of  coalesced  upper  stem- 
joints. 

Thestemof  .Brt^AycrirtK«(/rflCi7(«(Fig.  73)  is  long  and 
delicate ;  in  one  example  of  a  stem  alone,  which  came 
up  in  the  same  haul  with  the  one  nearly  perfect  sped- 
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men  which  was  procured,  it  vas  9(J  mm.  id  length. 
The  joints  sre  dice-box  shaped,  ss  in  Riisoerimm*^ 
long  and  delicate  towards  the  lower  part  of  the  stem, 
3"0  mm.  in  length  by  0-5  in  width  in  the  centre 
of  the  joint,  the  ends  expanding  lo  a  width  of 
H)  mm.  As  in  ShizocrinHg,  the  joints  of  the  stem 
diminish  in  length  towards  the  head,  and  additions 
are  made  in  the  form  of  calcareous  laming  beneath 
the  coalesced  joints  which  form  the  ba»e  of  the  cup. 

Tlie  first  radials  are  fire  in  number.  Tliey  are 
closely  apposed,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  fused 
as  in  Shizocriana,  since  the  f^ntures  show  quite  dis- 
tinctly. The  centre  of  each  of  these  first  radials  rises 
into  a  sharp  keel,  while  the  sides  are  slightly  dt*- 
prcssed  towards  the  suture,  which  gives  the  calyx  a 
fluted  appc^arance,  like  a  folded  filter- paper.  The 
second  radials  are  long,  and  free  from  one  another. 
joining  the  radial  axillaricK  by  a  straight  syzygial 
union.  They  are  must  peculiar  in  form.  A  strong 
plate-like  keel  runs  down  the  centre  of  the  outer 
surfaces,  and  the  joint  is  deeply  excavated  ou  either 
side,  rising  again  sb'ghtiy  towards  the  edges.  The 
radial  axillary  shows  a  continuation  of  the  same  k(^el 
through  its  lower  half,  and  midway  up  the  joint  the 
keel  bifurcates,  leaving  a  very  characteristic  diamond- 
shaped  space  in  the  centre,  towardit  the  top  of  the 
joint ;  two  facets  are  thus  formed  for  the  insertion  of 
two  first  radials;  (lie  iiutnlK-r  of  arms  is  thererore 
ten.  'llie  arms  arc  perfectly  simple,  and  in  our  single 
s|>ccimeD  consist  of  twelve  joints  each.  There  is  no 
trace  of  pinnules,  and  the  arms  resemble  in  clinractor 
the  pinnules  of  Ithizocriittu.  The  first  bracbiul  is 
united  to  the  second  by  a  syzygial  joint,  but  after 
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that  the  syzygics  are  not  repeated,  so  that  there  is 
only  one  of  these  peculuir  junctions  in  each  arm. 
The  arm-grooves  are  bordered  hy  circular  fenes- 
trated plates,  as  in  Rhhocrhius. 

Certain  marked  resemblances  in  the  strncture  of 
the  stem,  in  the  structure  of  the  base  of  the  cup, 
and  in  the  form  and  arrangement  of  tlie  ultimate 
parts  of  the  amis,  evidently  associate  Jialhi/cr'inus 
with  Jthlzocnmts,  but  the  differences  arc  very  wide. 
Five  free  keeled  and  sculptured  first  radials  replace 
the  uniform  smooth  ring  formed  by  these  plates 
in  Rhizocriniis.  The  radial  axillaries  give  off  each 
two  arms,  thus  recurring  to  the  more  usual  arrange- 
ment iti  the  order,  and  the  alternate  syzygies  on 
the  arms,  which  form  so  remarkable  a  character  in 
Rhizocrinua,  are  absent. 

Only  one  nearly  complete  specimen  and  a  de- 
tached stem  of  this  very  remarkable  species  were 
met  with,  and  they  were  both  brought  up  from  the 
very  greatest  depth  which  has  as  yet  been  reached 
with  the  dredge,  2,135  fathoms,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Bay  of  Biscay,  200  miles  souUi  of  Cafw  Clear. 

It  would  seem,  in  our  present  state  of  knowledge, 
that  the  stalked  criuoids  are  members  of  the  deep- 
sea  fauna.  A  second  specimen  of  another  very 
remarkable  form,  ITolopus  ranyi,  D'Ohbigxv,  has 
lately  been  procured  from  deep  water  off  Barbadoes, 
and  that  species,  with  those  already  noted,  makes 
up  the  tale  of  living  forms  belonging  to  tlie  order 
which  are  known  at  the  present  time.  It  is  unwise 
to  prophesy;  but  when  we  consider  that  the  first 
few  scrapea  of  the  dredge  at  great  depths  have 
gti    I  wo    rt'niark.'iblf'    new    Bpci-ies    to    the   livini; 
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representatives  of  lliis  i^irouji,  until  now  supposed 
to  be  on  the  verge  of  extinction,  and  that  all  the 
known  species  are  from  depths  heyond  the  limit 
of  ordinary  dredjj;inj^,  nc  are  led  to  anticipate  that 
erinoids  may  probably  fonu  rather  an  important 
element  in  the  abyssal  fauna. 


The  general  distribution  of  the  deep-sea  Astcriilea 
has  already  b?en  referred  to.  Perhaps  the  most 
obvious  peculiarity  wliicli  they  present  is  the  G:reat 
preponderance  of  the  penera  Asirogonium,  Arehoafer, 
AMropfoM'n,  and  their  allies.  Genera  belonging 
to    other    groups    do    not    apparently   become  less 
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numerous,  for  species  of  AsleracaHlAioa,  CribreUn^ 
AslerUcusy  and  OphidUtsler  are  as  abundant  as  they 
are  at  lesser  depths  ;  but  as  we  go  down  new  species 
ivith  tesselated  mailing  on  the  disk  and  massive 
marginal  plates  seem  to  he  perpetuallj-  added.  In 
our  own  seas  some  few  very  characteristic  forms, 
such  as  Adrogonium  phrygianum  and  Archaster 
andromedn  and  pnrellii,  are  on  the  verge  of  the  deep 
water,  and  are  now  and  then  taken  at  the  outer 
limit  of  shore  dredging  or  on  fishing-lines ;  while  in 
the  deep  water  all  along  the  north  and  west  of  Scot- 
land AstrogonluiH  grunulare,  Arcluister  tenuii*pinust 
and  Astropeclen  nrclicus  abound,  and  the  dredge  is 
enriched  from  time  to  time  with  examples  of  such 
forms  as  Arcfuntter  bifroria  (Fig.  74;),  A.  texilUfer,  and 
Ast rogonium  loinj'tmanum,  Sfouius.  Many  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  singular  little  group  of  which 
Pterasler  may  be  taken  as  a  type,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  the.«e  are  to 
be  referred  along  with  most 
of  the  characteristic  Ophiu- 
ridans  rather  to  a  fauna  in- 
liabiting  median  depths,  and 
coming  within  range  of  the 
naturalist's  dredge  on  the 
coast  of  Scandinavia,  than 
to  the  abyssal  fauna;  and 
»ikoii«  orrtwpirt  K.io»i.ii»,  the  same  may  be  said  of  a 
few  olhcr  forms,  suuh  as 
Sola»ier  furcifer  {Fig.  73),  and  PedicelUtMfir  typ'wwi 
which,  although  beyond  the  200.fathom  line  on  the 
coast  of  Britain,  do  not  appear  to  have  a  great 
range  of  depth. 
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Twenty-six  Echinideans  were  observed  during  the 
*  Lightning '  and  *  Porcupine '  cruises  oflF  the  coasts 
of  Britain  and  Portugal  at  depths  ranging  from  100 
to  2,435  fathoms,  at  which  latter  depth  the  group 
was  represented  by  a  small  variety  of  Echinus  nor- 
veffictiSy  and  a  young  example  of  Briaaopsis  lyrifera. 

Among  the  Cidaridae,  Cidaris  papillata,  Leske, 
occurs  in  enormous  numbers  over  hard  ground,  at 
depths  from  100  to  400  fathoms.  This  species  has 
a  very  wide  range,  inhabiting  an  apparently  un- 
broken belt  from  the  North  Cape  to  the  Strait  of 
Gibraltar,  and  then  passing  into  the  Mediterranean. 
This  is  a  variable  form,  within  narrow  limits  of 
variation.  The  southern  specimens  gradually  pass 
into  the  form, — it  can  scarcely  be  called  a  variety, — 
which  is  the  type  of  Lamarck^s  species,  C.  hy stria:. 
Cidaris  affinis^  Philippi,  is  very  common  in  the 
Mediterranean,  especially  along  the  African  coast. 
I  think  this  pretty  little  form  must  for  the 
present  be  considered  distinct.  The  body  spines 
are  bright  scarlet,  and  the  long  spines,  in  marked 
specimens,  are  brown,  banded  with  red  or  rose,  so 
that  it  is  a  singularly  pretty  object. 

The  genus  Forocidaris  and  the  three  species  of  the 
family  Echinothuridae,  and  their  interesting  relations 
to  fossil  forms,  have  already  been  considered ;  but 
even  these  are  scarcely  more  suggestive  of  early 
times  than  two  genera  of  irregular  urchins,  one 
dredged  off  the  coast  of  Scotland,  and  the  other  at 
the  mouth  of  the  English  Channel. 

The  first  of  these  is  Pourialesia,  one  species  of 
which,  P.  jeffreysi,  has  already  been  figured  and 
described  (p.  108).     According  to  the  classification  of 
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(  nbilhii'is,  Echinocyamua  angulaltts, 
p,  and  Spatangua  pnrpureua—TO&y 
BnizL'ns  of  moderate  depths  in  the 
recent  observations  having  merely 
have  a  somewhat  greater  range  in 
1  previously  supposed.  Probahly  Spa- 
'  may  hs  an  essentially  deep-water  form 
I  head-quarters  in  the  same  region.  Seven 
ris  papillata,  Echinua  elegans,  E.  nor- 
'.  rarispiiia,  E.  microstoma,  Brisaopsis  lyri- 
Triptjlus  fi-agiUa — are  members  of  a  fauna 
ntermediate  depth  ;  and  all,  with  the  doubtful  ex- 
)le  of  Echinua  microsloma,  have  been  observed  in 
comparatively  shallow  water  off  the  coasts  of  Scan- 
Five  species — Clduris  affmis.  Echinus  melo, 
Toxopneustee  bretispiuoatia,  Paammechinvs  micro- 
(iiberculfitus,  and  Schiznster  canaliferua — are  recog- 
nized members  of  tlie  Lusitanian  and  Mediterranean 
faunse ;  and  seven — Porocidnria  purpurata,  Phor- 
moaoma  placenta,  Calccria  hyatrix,  C  Jeneatrata, 
Neolampaa  roslellatus,  Poitrtaleaia  jeffreyai,  and  P. 
phiale—vivB  forms  which  have  been  for  the  first  time 
brought  to  light  during  the  late  deep-sea  dredging 
operations,  whether  on  this  or  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  There  seems  little  doubt  that  these 
must  be  referred  to  the  abyssal  fauna,  upon  whose 
confines  we  are  now  only  beginning  to  encroach. 
Three  of  the  most  remarkable  generic  forms — Ctit- 
veria,  Neolampaa,  and  Pourialesia — have  been  found 
by  Alexander  Agassiz  among  the  results  of  the  deep 
dredging  operations  of  Count  Pourtales  in  the  Strait 
of  Florida,  showing  a  wide  lateral  distribution,  whiie 
even   a  deeper  interest   attaches   to   the    fact    that 


456 


THE  DEPTHS  i>F  TBE  SKA. 


[cUAt.  IX. 


Desor,  n'hicli  makes  the  tlisjuact  arrangement  of  the 
ambulacra  at  tlie  apex  the  test  character  of  the 
Dysasteridic,  this  genus  should  be  referred  to  tliat 
group,  for  the  apical  disk  is  truly  decomposed  as  in 
Jtyaanler  and  CoUyrlles,  and  not  merelir  drawn  out 
as  in  Aaaneht/tes.  From  the  arrangement  and  form 
of  the  pore  areas,  honre%'er,  and  the  general  appear- 
ance and  habit  of  the  animal,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
with  Alexander  Agassiz.  that  its  affinilii-s  are  more 
with  such  forms  as  lafnlasler.  Poiiriahtiin  must  be 
aberrant  in  whatever  group  it  m.-iy  be  placed. 

The  other  genus  Seotamjxts,  A.  Ac,  associates  itself 
with  the  Cassidulidfe  in  virtue  of  the  nearly  central 
pentagonal  mouth  with  a  tolerably  distinct  flocelle, 
the  anal  opening  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  posterior 
groove  excavated  in  a  projecting  rostellum.  the  nar- 
row ambulacral  areas,  and  the  small  compact  group 
of  apical  plates  ;  hut  it  differs  from  all  known  genera 
of  the  family,  living  or  extinct,  in  having  no  trace  of 
a  petaloid  arrangement  of  tfie  ambulacra,  which  ore 
reduced  on  tlie  apical  surface  of  the  test  to  a  single 
pore  passing  through  each  ainbiilacnil  pbte,  and 
thus  forming  a  double  row  of  allernating  simple 
pores  for  each  ambulacra]  area.  T  think  I  am  right 
in  identifying  a  single  specimen,  nearly  21)  mm.  in 
length,  which  we  dredged  in  SWJ  fathoms  water  nt 
the  mouth  of  the  t'bannel,  with  the  species  dredged 
by  Count  PourlaUa  at  depths  from  100  to  150 
fathoms,  in  tbe  Strait  of  i'lorida,  and  deserilied  by 
Alexander  Agassix  under  the  name  of  Nfohtmpaa 
ronfetla/us. 

Of  the  twcniy-six  Echinoderms  dredged  from  the 
'fogeupine.'  six — Echiniia  Jlemiiii/ii.  Echintta  eaculm- 
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tu8y  Psammechinus  miliaria^  Echinocyamua  angulatus, 
Amphidetus  cordatuSy  and  Spatanfftis  ptirpureus  — may 
be  regarded  as  denizens  of  moderate  depths  in  the 
*  Celtic  province/  recent  observations  having  merely 
shown  that  they  have  a  somewhat  greater  range  in 
depth  than  was  previously  supposed.  Probably  Spa- 
tangus  rnschi  may  be  an  essentially  deep-water  form 
having  its  head-quarters  in  the  same  region.  Seven 
species — Cidaris  papillatciy  Echinus  elegans,  E.  nor- 
vegictiSy  E.  rarispina,  E.  microstoma^  Brissopsis  lyri- 
fera^  and  Tripylus  fragilis — are  members  of  a  fauna 
of  intermediate  depth  ;  and  all,  with  the  doubtful  ex- 
ample of  Echinus  microstoma^  have  been  observed  in 
comparatively  shallow  water  oflF  the  coasts  of  Scan- 
dinavia. Five  species —  Cidaris  affinis,  Echimis  melo^ 
Toxopneustes  brevispinosusy  JPsammechinus  micro- 
iuberculattiSy  and  Schizaster  canaliferus — are  recog- 
nized members  of  the  Lusitanian  and  Mediterranean 
fauna} ;  and  seven — Porocidaris  purpuratay  Phor- 
mosoma  placentay  Calveria  hystriXy  C.  fenestratay 
Neolampas  rostellatus,  Pourtalesia  jeffreysiy  and  P. 
phiale—are  forms  which  have  been  for  the  first  time 
brought  to  light  during  the  late  deep-sea  dredging 
operations,  whether  on  this  or  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  There  seems  little  doubt  that  these 
must  be  referred  to  the  abyssal  fauna,  upon  whose 
confines  we  are  now  only  beginning  to  encroach. 
Three  of  the  most  remarkable  generic  forms — Cal- 
veria y  Neolampas y  and  Pourtalesia — have  been  found 
by  Alexander  Agassiz  among  the  results  of  the  deep 
dredging  operations  of  Count  Pourtales  in  the  Strait 
of  Florida,  showing  a  wide  lateral  distribution,  while 
even   a   deeper   interest   attaches   to   the    fact    that 
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Avhile  one  family  type,  the  EihinothuridcBf  has  been 
hitherto  only  known  in  a  fossil  state,  the  entire 
group  find  nearer  allies  in  the  extinct  faunse  of  the 
chalk  or  of  the  earlier  tertiaries  than  in  that  of 
the  present  period. 

As  I  have  already  said,  the  mollusca  procured 
during  the  three  years'  dredging  are  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  for  identification  and  descrip- 
tion. From  the  large  number  of  new  species,  and 
from  the  complicated  relations  which  many  of  the 
forms  from  deep  water  bear  to  species  now  widely 
separated  from  them  in  space,  or  belonging  to  past 
geological  periods,  the  task  will  be  a  difficult  one, 
and  we  cannot  expect  its  completion  for  some  time 
to  come.  In  the  meanwhile,  Mr.  Gwyn  JeflFreys 
has  published  several  preliminary  sketches  which 
are  full  of  promise  that  his  complete  results  will 
be  of  the  higliest  interest. 

Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys   believes   that   the  deep-water 
mollusca  wliich  were  dredged  throughout  tlie  whole  of 
the  area  examined  from  the  Fyeroe  Islands  to  the  coast 
of  Spain,  are  almost  all  of  northern  origin.     Most  of 
tlie  species  which  have  been  already  described  were 
previously  known  from  the  Scandinavian  seas,  and 
many  of  the  undescribed  species  belong  to  northern 
genera.     He  points   out   that  the   moUuscan  fauna 
of  the  Arctic  Sea  is  as  yet  almost  unknown  ;  but  lie 
reasons   from  the   large  collections   made   at   Spitz- 
bergen  by  Professor  Torell,  and  from  the  ftict  that 
fragments   of    mollusca   have   been   brought   up    in 
many  deep-sea   soundings  within    the  Arctic   circle, 
that   the   fauna   is   probably   varied    and   rich.     He 
instances   soundings  taken  in  1868  by  the  Swedish 
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Arctic  expedition,  which  reached  2,600  fathoms, 
when  a  Cunm  and  a  fragment  of  an  Aslarte^  came  up 
in  the  *  Bulldog '  machine.  He  adds,  "It  is  evident 
that  the  majority,  if  not  the  whole  of  our  submarine 
(as  contradistinguished  from  littoral  or  phytopha- 
gous), mollusca  originated  in  the  North,  whence  they 
have  in  the  course  of  time  been  transported  south- 
wards by  the  great  Arctic  currents.  Many  of  them 
appear  to  have  found  their  way  into  the  Mediterra- 
nean, or  to  have  left  their  remains  in  the  tertiary  or 
quaternary  formations  of  the  south  of  Italy;  some 
have  even  migrated  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico." 

I  have  great  hesitation  in  questioning  any  of  the 
conclusions  of  my  friend  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeflfreys  on  a 
subject  in  which  he  is  so  excellent  an  authority, 
but  I  confess  I  do  not  quite  see  the  cogency  of  his 
reasoning  on  this  point.  It  would  seem  rather  that 
tlie  last  change  in  the  moUuscan  fauna  of  the  British 
area,  at  moderate  depths,  consisted  in  the  retirement 
of  northern  species  at  the  close  of  the  glacial  period 
and  the  immigration  of  southern  forms.  The  qua- 
ternary beds  of  the  Clyde  district  contain  a  rich 
assemblage  of  mollusca ;  those  of  the  neighbourhood 
of  Rothesay  especially  representing  the  deeper  part 
of  the  Laminarian  and  the  Coralline  zone.  The 
broad  characteristic  of  the  fauna  of  this  bed  is 
that  many  of  the  most  numerous  species — for 
example,  Pecten  islandiaiSf  Tellina  calcarea,  and 
Natica  clausa — are  now  extinct  in  the  seas  of 
Britain,  but  are  still  met  with  in  abundance  in  the 
seas  of  Scandinavia  and  Labrador ;  while  many  forms 
now  extremely  common  in  the  British  seas  and 
having    a    southern    extension   are   entirely   absent. 


4f;2  THE  DEPTHS  OF  THE  SEA.  [chap.  ix. 

AVc  found  some  of  the   glacial  shells  of  the  Clyde 
beds  living  on  the  northern  outskirts  of  our  region, 
—  TelUna  calcareay  for  instance,  was  very  common 
in  some  of  the  Fjords  in  Faeroe.     It  seems  evident 
tliat  this  fauna  quietly  retreated   northwards  in  the 
face    of    slowly   altering    circumstances.     Such    an 
instance  of  change  of  fauna,  which  we  are  able  in 
a  great  degree  to  trace  step  by  step,  has  an  interest- 
ing bearing  upon  the  great  question  of  the  contem- 
poraneity  of    beds   containing   generally  the    same 
fiiuua  at  distant  localities.     We  can  well   imagine 
that  a  block  of  perfectly  recent  silt  might  be  brought 
from  a  locality  on  the  verge   of  the  Arctic  circle, 
imbedding   precisely   the   same   species  of  mollusca 
as  those  contained   in  a  block  of  the  Clyde   glacial 
clay,  and   tlie   mineral   character  of  the   matrix   in 
the  two  cases  might  correspond  most  closely ;  apply- 
ing  the   ordinary  geological   rule,  those  two  blocks 
agreoinsj^  in  their  i)aheontoloi;ical   characters   ought 
to   be   contemporaneous, — but  we  know  tliat  while 
the  northern  silt  belongs  to  the  present  i)eriod,   the 
British   glacial   clays   are   overlain   by  a  deep  series 
of    modern   deposits,    representing    the    lapse   of    a 
period   of    iinic   consi  ilerable   even    in   a    geological 
senses  and  containing    a   fauna  of  a   very  different 
clKiract(»r.    This  is  no  doubt  a  comparatively  trifling 
case,   involving   beds   of  no   great  depth  or  iniport- 
aiKus  but  it  is  a  case  in  which  two  beds  correspond 
paheontologicNilly,   and  yet  we    know  that  they  are 
not  conliMuporanc^ous  from  one  of  them  being  overlain 
by  a  eonsidtu'ahle  thickness  of  newer  strata,  wdiile  the 
other  is  now  forming,  and  thus  furnishes  a  date,  a 
rare  and  valuable  thing  in  geology. 


cuAP.  IX.]  THE  DEEP  SEA  FAUNA.  463 

I  have  already  pointed  out  that  in  reasoning  upon 
the  ground  of  identity  of  deep-sea  forms  with  species 
hitherto  found  in  Scandinavia,  we  must  remember 
that  the  conditions  of  temperature  of  our  southern 
seas  at  great  depths— the  conditions  which  appear  to 
have  the  greatest  influence  upon  the  distribution  of 
species — correspond  very  cksely  with  those  of  much 
shallower  water  in  the  Scandinavian  seas ;  and  that 
consequently  the  corresponding  fauna  in  the  northern 
regions  was  much  earlier,  and  is  still  much  better 
known.  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  lays  great  stress  upon 
the  greater  numbers  and  the  greater  development 
in  size  and  in  prominent  characters  of  sculpture  and 
other  ornament,  of  the  Arctic  examples  of  species 
common  to  our  deep  water.  This  is  no  doubt  often 
the  case,  but  we  must  admit  that  in  many  groups, 
and  particularly  among  the  mollusca,  there  is  a 
tendency  to  dwarfing  in  deep  water,  and  I  should 
think  it  very  possible  that  a  species  may  attain 
a  greater  size  and  development  in  that  region  where 
its  zone  of  special  temperature  conditions  comes 
nearest  the  surface,  most  under  the  influence  of 
air  and  light. 

Many  of  the  mollusca  fron  the  deep  water  have 
hitherto  been  found  only  in  the  northern  portions  of 
the  area  examined,  and  are  generally  allied  to  northern 
forms.  As  examples  of  this  group  I  may  mention 
two  interesting  additions  to  the  already  famous  Shet- 
land fauna,  Buccinopsis  striata^  Jeffreys  (Fig.  76), 
a  form  somewhat  allied  to  Buccinopsis  daleiy  which 
has  long  been  one  of  the  prizes  of  the  Shetland  seas, 
and  Lati7ni8  albuSy  Jeffreys  (Fig.  77),  known  also 
from  the  coast  of  Norway.     Cerithivm  granoattm^  S. 
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V.  Wood,  also  common  to  Norway  and  Slielland, 
is  found  fossil  in  the  curdlline  and  red  crag,  and 
FuAwt  Mtirni,  Jepfrets,  common  to  Shetland  and 
Norway,  is  found  fossil  at  Bridlin^on. 

Several  species  have  hitherto  }>een  known  only 
from  the  south,  and  ilr.  Jeffreys  finds  a  difficulty 
in  accounting  fur  their  presence.  Thus,  Tellimi  com- 
pregxfi,  Ukocciii,  is  known  from  the  Canary  Islands 
and  the  Mediterranean,  and  is  fossil  in  the  newer 
ItaUan  tertiaries.     Verticordia  acuticoslaki,  Puilippi, 


i 


I  have  already  refcrrrd  to  as  being  found  on  the 
coasts  of  I'urtugal  and  of  Japan.  It  is  a  common 
fossil  in  tlic  coralline  crag  of  Calabria.  The  mol- 
lusca  which  are  of  the  most  special  interest,  how- 
ever, are  those  which  we  must  refer  to  the  abyssal 
fiiuiia.  Altout  this  group  we  know  as  yet  verj* 
litth'.  Like  theEchinoilcrms,  they  seem  to  be  special, 
Miul  to  have  a  wide  lateral  extension.  Pleurtmectta. 
Iiiclda,  Jkffbkvs  (Fig.  78),  a  pn^tty  little  clam  |K^. 
longing  to  the  I'ectcn  pli-uponi'clen  set,  is  figured 
botli  from  the  Korth  Atlantic  and  from  the  Gulf  of 
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Mexico.  Tbe  abyssal  moUusca  are  by  no  raeans  de- 
void of  colour,  tliough,  aa  a  rule,  they  are  palor  than 
those  from  shallow  water.  Dacrydiiim  vHreum — 
a  curious  little  mytiloid  shell-fish  which  makes  and 
iubabits  a  delicate  flask-shaped  tube  of  foraminifera. 


sponge  spicules,  coccoliths,  and  otlier  foreign  bodies, 
cemented  together  hy  organic  matter  and  lined  by  a 
delicate  membrane — is  of  a  tine  reddish  bro\(Ti  colour 
dashed    with    green,  from    2,1^5    fathoms;  and    the 


animals  of  one  or  two  species  of  Lima  from  extreme 
depths  are  of  the  usual  vivid  orange  scarlet.  Neither 
are  the  abyssal  nioUusea  universally  destitute  of  eyes. 
A  new  species  of  Pleitrofoi/m  from  2,090  fathoms  had 
a  pair  of  well -(level  oped  ryes  on  short  footstalks;  and 
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a  Fuatis  from  1,207  fathoms  was  similarly  provided. 
The  presence  of  organs  of  sight  at  these  great  depths 
leaves  little  room  to  doubt  that  light  mast  reach  even 
these  abysses  from  some  source.  From  many  con- 
siderations it  can  scarcely  be  sun-light.  I  have 
already  thrown  out  the  suggestion  that  the  whole 
of  the  light  beyond  a  certain  depth  might  be  due 
to  phosphorescence,  which  is  certainly  very  general, 
particularly  among  the  larvae  and  young  of  deep- 
sea  animals ;  but  the  question  is  one  of  extreme 
interest  and  dilliculty,  and  will  rctjuire  careful  in- 
vestigation. 


CHAPTER  X. 

THE   CONTINUITY   OF   THE    CHALK. 

Points  of  Eesemblance  between  the  Atlantic  Ooze  and  the  White 
Chalk. — Differences  between  them. — Composition  of  Chalk. — The 
Doctrine  of  the  Continuity  of  the  Chalk. — Objections. — Arguments 
in  favour  of  the  View  from  Physical  Geology  and  Greography. — 
Former  Distribution  of  Sea  and  Land. — Palaeontological  Evidence. 
— Chalk-flints. — Modem  Sponges,  and  Ventriculites. — Corals. — 
Echinoderms. — Mollusca.  — Opinions  of  Professor  Huxley  and  Mr. 
Prestwich. — ^The  Composition  of  Sea-water. — Presence  of  Organic 
Matter. — Analysis  of  the  contained  Gases. — Differences  of  Specific 
Gravity. — Conclusion. 

Appendix  A.— Summary  of  the  Results  of  the  Examination  of  Samples 

of  Sea-water  taken  at  the  Surface  and  at  various  Depths.     By 

William  Lant  Carpenter,  B.A.,  B.Sc. 
Appendix  B. — Results  of  the  Analyses  of  Eight  Samples  of  Sea- water 

collected  during  the  Third  Cruise  of  the  'Porcupine.'     By  Dr. 

Frankland,  F.R.S. 
Appendix  C. — Notes  on  Speciuiens  of  the  Bottom  collected  during 

the  First  Cruise  of  the  '  Porcupine '  in  1869.     By  David  Forbes, 

F.R.S. 
Appendix  D. — Note  on  the  Carbonic  Acid  contained  in  Sea-water. 

By  John  Young  Buchanan,  M. A.,  Chemist  to  the  '  Challenger ' 

Expedition. 

Very  speedily  after  the  first  samples  of  the  bottom  of 
the  mid- Atlantic  had  been  brought  up  by  the  sound- 
ing-line,  and  submitted  to  chemical    analysis  and 
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to  microscopical  examination,  many  observers  were 
struck  with  the  great  similarity  between  its  compo- 
sition and  structure  and  that  of  the  ancient  chalk.  I 
have  already  described  the  general  character  and  the 
mode  of  origin  of  the  great  calcareous  deposit  which 
seems  to  occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  bed  of  the 
Atlantic.  If  we  take  a  piece  of  the  ordinary  soft 
white  chalk  of  the  south  of  England,  wash  it  down 
with  a  brush  in  water,  and  place  a  drop  of  the 
milky  product  on  the  slide  of  a  microscope,  we  find 
that  it  consists,  like  the  Atlantic  ooze,  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  fine  amorphous  particles  of  lime,  with  here 
and  there  a  portion  of  a  Globigerhm  shell,  and  more 
rarely  one  of  these  shells  entire,  and  a  considerable 
proportion — in  some  examples  coming  up  to  nearly 
one-tenth  of  the  whole  — of  'coccoliths,'  which  are 
indistinguishable  from  those  of  the  ooze.  Altogether 
two  slides — one  of  washed  down  white  chalk,  and 
the  other  of  Atlantic  ooze— resemble  one  another  so 
clearly,  that  it  is  not  always  easy  for  even  an  accom- 
plished microscopist  to  distinguish  them.  The  nature 
of  chalk  can  also  be  well  shown,  as  has  been  done 
by  Ehrenberg  and  Sorby,  by  cutting  it  into  thin  dia- 
phanous slices,  when  the  mode  of  siggregation  of  the 
different  materials  can  be  readily  demons! ratwl. 

But  while  successive  observers  have  brought  out 
more  and  more  clearly  those  resemblances, — sufQ- 
ciently  striking  to  place  it  beyond  a  doubt  that  tho 
chalk  of  the  cretjiccous  period  and  the  chalk-mud  of 
the  modern  Atlantic  arc  substantially  the  same, 
more  careful  investigation  shows  that  (hero  arc  very 
important  differences  between  them.  The  white  chi 
is  very  homogeneous,  more  so  perhaps  than  any  othei 
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sedimentary  rock,  and  may  be  said  to  be  almost  pure 
carbonate  of  lime.  I  quote  an  analysis  of  the  white 
chalk  of  Shoreham  (Sussex),  by  Mr.  David  Porbes.* 

Calcium  carbonate 98*40 

Magnesium  carbonate 0*08 

Insoluble  rock  c^&m 1*10 

Alumina  and  loss 0*42 

100*00 

Even  the  grey  chalk  of  Folkestone  contains  a  very 
large  proportion  of  carbonate  of  lime,  the  other 
substances  existing  merely  as  impurities  which  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  enter  into  the  composition  of  the 
rock  The  following  is  an  analysis  by  Mr.  Forbes  of 
the  base  of  the  Folkestone  grey  chalk : — 

Calcium  carbonate 94*09 

Magnesium  carbonate 0*31 

Insoluble  rock  debris 3*61 

Phosphoric  acid   . ) 

A 1      •          J  1  ^     a  trace 

Alumina  and  loss j 

Sodium  chloride 1*29 

Water 0*70 


100  00 

The  most  remarkable  point  in  this  analysis  is  that 
while  white  chalk  is  almost  always  associated  with 
chert  and  flints,  the  chalk  itself  does  not  contain  a 
particle  of  silica. 

The  chalk-mud  of  the  Atlantic  on  the  other  hand 
contains  not  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  calcium  car- 
bonate, with  20  to  30  per  cent,  of  silica,  and  varying 
proportions  of  alumina,  magnesia,  and  oxide  of  iron. 
We  must  remember,  however,  that  in  the  English 

^  Quoted  in  Mr.  Prestwich's  Presidential  Address,  1871. 
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cliffs  we  have  the  chalk  in  its  very  purest  form,  and 
that  in  various  parts  of  the  world  it  assumes  a  Tcry 
different  character,  and  contains  carbonate  of  lime  in 
very  different  proportions.  Mr.  Prestwich  instances 
a  bed  28  to  30  feet  thick  of  the  white  clialk  (Terrain 
Senonien)  of  Touraine,  in  which  carbonate  of  lime  is 
entirely  absent. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  we  have 
forming  at  the  bottom  of  the  present  ocean,  a  vast 
sheet  of  rock  which  very  closely  resembles  chalk  ; 
and  there  can  be  as  little  doubt  that  the  old  chalk, 
the  cretaceous  formation  which  in  some  parts  of  Eng- 
land has  been  subjected  to  enormous  denudation,  and 
which  is  overlaid  by  the  beds  of  the  tertiary  series, 
was  produced  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  closely 
similar  circumstances ;  and  not  the  chalk  only,  but 
most  probably  all  the  great  limestone  formations.  In 
almost  all  of  these  the  remains  of  foraminifera  are 
abundant,  some  of  them  apparently  specifically  iden- 
tical with  living  forms ;  and  in  a  large  number  of 
limestones  of  all  ages  Dr.  GUmbel  has  detected  the 
characteristic  '  coccoliths.' 

Long  before  commencing  the  present  investigation, 
certain  considerations  had  led  nic  to  regard  it  as 
highly  probable  that  in  the  deeper  parts  of  the  At- 
lantic a  deposit,  differing  possibly  from  time  to  time 
in  composition  but  always  of  the  same  general  cha- 
racter, might  have  been  accumulating  continuously 
from  the  cretaceous  or  even  earlier  periods  to  the 
present  day.  This  view  I  suggested  in  my  first  letter 
to  Ur.  Carpenter  urging  the  exjiloration  of  the  sea- 
bed; and  from  the  first  it  has  had  the  cordial  support 
of  my  colleague,  whose  intimate  acquaintance  with, 
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some  of  the  animal  groups  whose  remains  enter  most 
largely  into  the  chalk  both  old  and  new,  makes  his 
opinion  on  such  a  subject  particularly  valuable. 

On  our  return  from  the  *  Lightning '  cruise,  during 
which  we  believed  that  our  speculation  had  received 
strong  confirmation,  we  used  the  expression, — perhaps 
somewhat  an  unfortunate  one  since  it  was  capable  of 
misconstruction, — that  we  might  be  regarded  in  a 
certain  sense  as  still  living  in  the  cretaceous  period. 
Several  very  eminent  geologists,  among  whom  were 
Sir  Roderick  Murchison  and  Sir  Charles  Lyell,  took 
exception  to  this  statement ;  but  it  seems  that  their 
censure  was  directed  less  against  the  opinion  than 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  expressed ;  and  I  think  I 
may  say  that  the  doctrine  of  the  continuity  of  the 
chalk,  in  the  sense  in  which  we  understood  it,  is  now 
very  generally  accepted. 

I  do  not  maintain  that  the  phrase  *  we  are  still 
living  in  the  cretaceous  epoch,'  is  defensible  in  a 
strictly  scientific  sense,  chiefly  because  the  terms 
*  geological  epoch '  and  *  geological  period '  are 
thoroughly  indefinite.  We  speak  indifferently  of 
the  *  Silurian  period,'  and  the  '  Glacial  period,'  with- 
out consideration  of  their  totally  unequal  value  ; 
and  of  the  *  Tertiary  period,'  and  of  the  *  Miocene 
period,'  although  the  one  includes  the  other.  The 
expression  is  intended  rather  in  a  popular  sense 
to  meet  what  was  certainly  until  very  lately  the 
general  popular  impression,  that  a  geological  period 
has,  in  the  region  where  it  has  been  studied  and 
defined,  something  like  a  beginning  and  an  end; 
that  it  is  bounded  by  periods  of  change — elevation, 
denudation,  or  some  other  evidence  of  the  lapse  of 
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unrecorded  time ;  and  that  it  would  be  inadmissible 
to  speak  of  two  portions  of  the  same  continuous 
deposit,  however  distant  the  times  of  their  deposition 
mi^ht  be,  and  however  distinct  their  imbedded 
faunsp,  as  belonging  to  different  'Geological  periods.' 

It  was  certainly  in  this  sense  that  In  an  address  to 
a  popular  audience  in  April  1869  I  ventured  to  state 
my  belief  that  it  is  not  only  chalk  nhich  is  being 
formed  in  the  Atlantic,  "  but  i/ie  chalk,  the  chalk  of 
the  cretaceous  period."  Sir  Charles  Lyell  says,  in 
summing  up  his  objections  to  this  view,*  "The 
read^T  will  at  once  perceive  that  the  present  Atlantic, 
Pacific,  and  Indian  oceans,  are  geographical  terms 
M'hich  must  be  wholly  without  meaning  when  applied 
to  tlie  eocene,  and  still  more  to  the  erelaceous  period, 
so  that  to  talk  of  the  chalk  having  been  uninter- 
ruptedly formed  in  the  Atlantic  is  as  inadmissible  in 
a  geographical  as  in  a  geological  sense,"  I  confess 
I  do  not  see  the  geographical  difficulty  ;  the 
"  Atlantic  ocean"  is,  uniluubtedly,  a  geographical 
term,  but  the  depression  under  discussion  occupies 
the  area  at  present  expressed  by  that  term,  and  to 
use  it  seems  to  be  the  simplest  way  of  indicating  its 
jiositiou.  \Vc  believe  that  the  bidimce  of  probability 
is  greatly  in  favour  of  the  chalk  having  been  unin- 
terruptedly forming  over  some  parts  of  the  area  in 
question,  and  our  belief  is  founded  upon  many  con- 
Bidorations,  ])liysioal  and  palceontological. 

AH  tlie  principal  axes  of  elevation  in  the  north  of 
Ditrope  and  in  North  America  have  a  date  long  an- 
terior to  llie  ih'position  of  the  tertiary,  or  even  of  the 

■  The  SlaJ-iit'a  t:j»[ni'ntf>  of  ffpfll'iKy.  fly  Sir  Chule*  I.jrrll,  BWt., 
f.R.8.     I^ondun,  I»7],     P.  SGh 
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newer  secondary  beds,  although  some  of  them,  such  as 
the  Alps  and  the  Pyrenees,  have  received  great  acces- 
sions to  their  height  in  later  times.  All  these  newer 
beds  have  therefore  been  deposited  with  a  certain  re- 
lation in  position  to  certain  main  features  of  contour 
which  are  maintained  to  the  present  day.  Many  oscil- 
lations have  doubtless  taken  place  since,  and  every 
spot  on  the  European  plateau  may  have  probably 
alternated  many  times  between  sea  and  land ;  but  it  is 
difficult  to  show  that  these  oscillations  have  occurred 
in  the  north  of  Europe  to  a  greater  extent  than  from 
4,000  to  5,000  feet,  the  extreme  vertical  distance  be- 
tween the  base  of  the  tertiaries  and  the  highest  point 
at  which  tertiary  or  post-tertiary  shells  are  found  on 
the  slopes  and  ridges  of  mountains.  A  subsidence  of 
even  1,000  feet  would,  however,  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce over  most  of  the  northern  land  a  sea  100  fathoms 
deep,  deeper  than  the  German  Ocean ;  and  an  eleva- 
tion to  a  like  amount  would  connect  the  Shetland  and 
Orkney  Islands  and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  with 
Denmark  and  Holland,  leaving  only  a  long  deep  Fjord 
separating  a  British  peninsula  from  Scandinavia. 
When  we  bear  in  mind  the  abundant  evidence 
which  we  have  that  these  minor  oscillations,  with  a 
maximum  range  of  4,000  to  5,000  feet,  have  occurred 
again  and  again  all  over  the  world  within  compara- 
tively recent  periods,  alternately  uniting  lands  and 
separating  them  by  shallow  seas,  the  position  of  the 
deep  water  remaining  throughout  the  same,  the  im- 
portance of  an  accurate  determination  of  the  depth  of 
intervening  sea  in  all  speculations  as  to  geographical 
distribution  and  the  origin  of  special  faunae  becomes 
most  apparent. 
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From  a  glance  at  the  map  (PI.  VIII.),  and  remem- 
bering that  nearly  the  same  arrangement  exists  in 
regard  to  the  newer  rocks  of  North  America,  it  would 
seem  that  the  sura  of  these  minor  elevations  and 
subsidences  has  produced  a  general  elevation  of  the 
edges,  and  a  general  contraction,— of  a  basin  the  long 
axis  of  which  coincides  roughly  with  the  long  axis  of 
the  Atlantic.  The  Jurassic  beds  crop  out  along  the 
outer  edge  of  the  basin,  the  cretaceous  beds  form  a 
middle  band,  while  the  tertiariea  occupy  the  troughs 
and  valleys.  All  of  these,  Iiowever,  maintain  a  cer- 
tain parallelism  determined  by  the  contour  of  the 
earlier  land  and  the  direction  of  the  older  mountain 
ridges,  to  one  another,  and  to  the  shores  of  the 
present  sea. 

From  the  parallel  of  55°  north  latitude,  at  all 
events  to  the  equator,  we  have  on  either  side  of 
the  Atlantic  a  depression  000  or  700  miles  in  width, 
averaging  15,000  feet  in  depth.  These  two  valleys 
are  separated  by  the  modern  volcanic  plateau  of  the 
A9orP8.  It  does  not  seem  to  us  to  be  at  all  probable 
that  any  general  oscillations  have  taken  place  in  the 
northern  hemisphere  sufficient  cither  to  form  these 
immense  abysses,  or,  once  formed,  to  convert  them 
into  dry  land. 

Reasoning  partly  upon  physical  ami  partly  upon 
palieontological  grounds,  Mr.  Prestwich  thinks  it 
probable  that  the  ancient  chalk  ocean  which  formed 
a  great  transverse  belt  entirely  across  southern  and 
eastern  Europe  and  central  Asia  on  the  one  hand,  and 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  southern  North 
America  on  the  other,  was  cut  oif  by  a  land  barrier 
itho  Arctic  Sea,  and  on  that  account  possessed  a 
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much  higher  and  more  equable  temperature  to  the 
bottom ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  such 
a  land  barrier  did  exist  to  the  north  of  the  great 
Atlantic  basin,  and  continuous  with  the  belt  of 
northern  land  on  which  there  is  no  deposition  of  cre- 
taceous rocks.  He  says  that  "  if  such  a  land  barrier 
existed  at  the  period  of  the  chalk,  and  that  barrier 
was  submerged  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  tertiary 
period,  it  would,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  very 
diflferent  conditions  of  depth  under  which  the  chalk 
and  lower  tertiaries  were  found,  go  far  to  account  for 
the  great  break  in  the  fauna  of  the  two  periods.'* 

From  the  information  we  have  as  to  the  depths 
in  the  South  Atlantic  and  the  North  Pacific,  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason,  however,  to  suppose  that  a 
barrier  has  recently  existed  shutting  off  the  polar 
sea  of  the  southern  hemisphere ;  and  I  confess  I 
cannot  quite  see  how  the  result  suggested  by  Mr. 
Prestwich  could  follow,  without  taking  into  account 
another  condition  of  whose  existence  we  seem  to 
have  evidence.  A  band  of  cretaceous  rocks  has  been 
shown  to  extend  round  the  world  a  little  to  the 
north  of  the  equator  wherever  we  have  dry  land ; 
and  it  has  likewise  been  shown,  from  considera- 
tions of  depth,  that  this  chalk  band  probably  ex- 
tended also  across  our  great  ocean  basins.  At  that 
time,  then,  it  seems  that  no  continent  ranging  from 
north  to  south  interrupted  the  drift  of  the  equatorial 
current,  deflecting  the  heated  equatorial  water  to 
north  and  south  and  inducing  a  return  indraught 
of  polar  water.  This  would  undoubtedly  remove 
one  great  cause,  if  not  the  sole  cause,  of  the  present 
low  temperature  of  deep  water  between  the  tropics. 
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According  to  this  view,  the  reduction  of  the  tempera- 
ture, the  cause  of  the  hreak  in  the  taona,  would 
depend  more  upon  the  elcTation  of  Central  America 
and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  the  intertropical 
eastern  coast  of  the  continent  of  Asia,  than  even 
upon  the  depression  of  the  northern  barrier  and  the 
throwing  open  of  the  Arctic  basin. 

"  If  at  any  former  period  the  climate  of  the  globe 
was  much  warmer  or  colder  than  it  is  now,  it  would 
have  a  tendency  to  retain  that  higher  or  lower  tem- 
perature for  a  succession  of  geological  epochs.  .  .  . 
The  slowness  of  climatical  change  here  alluded  to 
would  arise  from  the  great  depth  of  the  sea  as  com- 
pared with  the  height  of  the  land,  and  the  con- 
sequent lapse  of  time  required  to  alter  the  position 
of  continents  and  great  oceanic  basins.  .  .  .  The 
mean  height  of  the  land  is  only  1,000  feet,  the 
depth  of  the  sea  15,000  feet.  The  eflfect,  therefore, 
of  vertical  movements  equally  1,000  feet  in  both 
directions,  upwards  and  downwards,  is  to  cause  a 
vast  transposition  of  land  and  sea  in  those  areas 
which  are  now  continental,  and  adjoining  to  which 
there  is  much  sea  not  exceeding  1,000  feet  in  depth. 
But  movements  of  equal  amount  would  have  no 
tendency  to  produce  a  sensible  alteration  in  the 
Atlantic  or  Paciflc  oceans,  or  to  cause  the  oceanic  or 
continental  areas  to  change  places.  Depressions  of 
1,000  feet  would  submerge  large  areas  of  existing 
land ;  but  fifteen  times  as  much  movement  would 
be  required  to  convert  such  land  into  an  ocean  of 
average  depth,  or  to  cause  an  ocean  three  miles  deep 
to  replace  any  one  of  the  existing  continents."  ^ 
>  Lyell,  PrmcipleB  of  Geology,  1867.     Pp.  265-6. 
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The  wide  extent  of  Tertiaries  in  Europe  and  the 
north  of  Africa  sufficiently  proves  that  much  dry  land 
has  heen  gained  in  tertiary  and  post-tertiary  times, 
and  the  great  mountain-masses  of  Southern  Europe 
give  evidence  of  great  local  disturbance.  But  al- 
though the  Alps  and  the  Pyrenees  are  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  make  a  deep  impression  upon  the 
senses  of  men,  taking  them  together,  these  moun- 
tains would  if  spread  out  only  cover  the  surface 
of  the  North  Atlantic  to  the  depth  of  six  feet,  and 
it  would  take  at  least  two  thousand  times  as  much 
to  fin  up  its  bed.  It  would  seem  by  no  means  im- 
probable, that  while  the  edges  of  what  we  call  the 
great  Atlantic  depression  have  been  gradually  raised, 
the  central  portion  may  have  acquired  an  equivalent 
increase  in  depth ;  but  it  seems  most  unlikely  that 
while  the  main  features  of  the  contour  of  the  northern 
hemisphere  remain  the  same,  an  area  of  so  vast  extent 
should  have  been  depressed  by  more  than  the  heiglit 
of  Mont  Blanc.  On  these  physical  grounds  alone  we 
are  inclined  to  believe  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
this  area  has  been  continually  under  water,  and  that 
consequently  a  deposit  has  been  forming  there  unin- 
terruptedly, from  the  period  of  tlie  chalk  to  our  own. 

I  will  now  turn  to  the  palaeontological  bearings  of 
the  question.  Long  ago  Mr.  Lonsdale  showed  that 
the  white  chalk  was  mainly  made  up  of  the  debris  of 
foraminifera,  and  Dr.  Mantell  estimates  the  number  of 
these  shells  at  more  than  a  million  to  a  cubic  inch. 
In  1848,  Dr.  Mantell,  speaking  of  the  chalk,  says 
that  it  "  forms  such  an  assemblage  of  sedimentary 
deposits  as  would  probably  be  presented  to  observa- 
tion if  a  mass  of  the  bed  of  the  Atlantic,  2,000  feet 
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in  thickness,  were  elevated  aboTo  the  waters  and 
became  dry  land ;  the  only  essential  difference  would 
be  in  the  generic  and  specific  characters  of  the  im- 
bedded animal  and  vegetable  remains."'  In  1858 
Professor  Huxley  spoke  of  the  Atlantic  mud  as 
"  modem  chalk." "  Very  early  the  identity  of  some 
of  the  chalk  foraminifera  n'ith  species  now  living  was 
observed.  Mr.  Prestwich,  in  his  able  rSaumS  of  this 
question,  so  often  quoted,  gives  a  table  draicn  up  by 
Professor  Rupert  Jones  of  19  species  'of  foraminifera 
out  of  110  from  the  Atlantic  mud  identical  with 
chalk  forms,  viz. : — 


GfamlHliHa  l-iri-j-'li.  D'Orbkisv  . 
•Vix/uAiriii  m</k*H/<(,  I.INN.   . 

„  »i/>lniitttt,  LiNS.       .     .     . 

DtHlaltHi  c-immuHif,  PHrbigxt    . 
Ci-itlMjria  (Hltnit-i.  M"ST.      ,     . 

.../«/.»/..  l.AM 

fr.,.;./"/...  F.  amlil.  . 
Liyita  unl-'itt,  W.  an-1  J.  .     .     . 

..      ffl-l-xi,  MoxTioc    .      .      .      , 
P,Jiim-j--i-hi»-t  lacle-t.  \V.  and  J.    . 
„  emrn'oii'.  lt'l>KBiosv 

„  C.J;«;.yT*'il,  1>'1.'BBI0SV 

..r>,i.v.ii.  Khr.    .      . 
alM-irini  l..f'l:i.{.^.  IVUitni.NY  . 
i'hH«rl.-'th..,  l-lMtU-l;.  W.  an.i  .r. 
PiileiititlU-i  Mh:htl.l''K.i.  TfUr.ijir.NV 
S/iiiiififf'i'i  iif'iCMM,  I',  and  .1. 
Vtrnfiilina  iri-i»'tr-i.  Vos  M.  .      . 
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And  the  following  table,  showing  the  number  of 
foraminifera  common  to  the  Atlantic  mud  and  various 
geological  formations  in  England  : — 


Crag. 

Common  to  the  following  Formations 

Total     ' 
in  the 
deep      1 
Atlantic. 

1 
1 
1 

1 

London 
clay. 

Chalk. 

Upper 
Jurassic. 

Lower 
Jurassic. 

Rhffitic 

and 
Upper 

Trias. 

Per- 
mian. 

Carbo- 
niferous. 

110 

53 

1 

•     28 

1 

1 

19 

7 

7      1      7 

1 

1 

The  morphology  of  the  foraminifera  has  been 
studied  with  great  care,  and  the  differences  between 
closely  allied  so-called  species  are  so  slight  that  it  is 
possible  that  in  many  cases  they  should  only  be 
regarded  as  varieties ;  but  this  careful  criticism  and 
appreciation  of  minute  differences  renders  it  all  the 
more  likely  that  the  determinations  are  correct,  and 
that  animal  forms  which  are  substantially  identical 
have  persisted  in  the  depths  of  the  sea  during  a  con- 
siderable lapse  of  geological  time. 

In  the  late  deep-sea  dredgings  by  M.  de  Pourtales 
off  the  American  coast,  and  by  H.M.  ships  *  Light- 
ning '  and  *  Porcupine,'  and  Mr.  Marshall  Hall's  yacht 
*Norna'  off  the  west  coast  of  Europe,  no  animal 
forms  have  been  discovered  belonging  to  any  of  the 
higher  groups,  so  far  as  we  are  as  yet  aware,  speci- 
fically identical  with  chalk  fossils ;  and  I  do  not  think 
that  we  have  any  right  to  expect  that  such  will  be 
found.  To  a  depth  of  5,000  feet  or  so  a  large  portion 
of  the  North  Atlantic  is  at  present  heated  very  con- 
siderably above  its  normal  temperature,  while  the 
Arctic  and  Antarctic  indraught  depresses  the  bottom 
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temp-?ratare  in  deep  water  to  a  like  extreme  dearee. 
These  abnormal  t-^mperatures  are  dependent  upon 
the  present  dUtributioa  of  sea  and  land;  and  I 
hav.?  alreadr  shown  that  we  have  evidence  of  many 
oscillations,  in  modern  times  ^eo'.ojioally  speakinir. 
which  mu=t  Imve  produced  totally  different  condi- 
tions of  temperature  over  the  same  area.  Acceptinff, 
as  I  believe  we  are  now  bound  to  do  in  some  form, 
the  !>radual  alteration  of  species  throusrh  natural 
causes,  we  must  be  prepared  to  expect  a  total  absence 
of  forms  identical  with  those  found  in  the  old  chalk, 
belon^in!^  to  sroups  in  which  there  is  sufficient 
structural  differentiation  to  require  or  to  admit  of 
mark<::«l  variation  under  altering  circumstances.  The 
utmost  which  can  he  exp-^ted  is  the  persistence  of 
some  of  the  old  ireu-.Tic  types,  and  sueh  a  resemblance 
I>etwr.f:n  the  tiro  fauna*  as  to  justify  the  opinion  that, 
makinz  due  allowance  for  emiirnition,  immiaration, 
and  extermination,  the  later  fauna  bears  to  the 
earlier  the  relation  of  descent  with  extreme  modi- 
fication. 

I  liave  already  mentioned  that  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  differences  between  the  ivoent  Atlantic 
chalk-mud  and  the  ancient  white  chalk  is  the  total 
absence  in  the  latter  of  free  silica.  It  would  seem, 
from  the  analysis  of  chalk,  tliat  silicious  organisms 
were  entirely  wantins  in  the  ancient  cretaceous  seas. 
In  the  chalk  mml,  on  the  otlier  hand,  silica  is  found 
in  abundance,  in  most  specitueus  to  the  amount  of 
from  30  to  10  piT  cent.  A  consideralde  iwrtion  of 
this  is  inorganic  silica — sand;  and  its  presence  is 
doubtless  due  to  the  circumstance  that  our  dredsi;ings 
hare  hitherto  been  carried  on  in  the  neighbourhood 
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of  land  and  in  the  path  of  slight  currents,  whilst  the 
extreme  purity  of  the  white  chalk  of  Sussex  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  it  had  heen  laid  down  in  deep 
still  water  far  from  land.  A  considerable  proportion 
of  the  silica  of  the  chalk-mud,  however,  consists  of 
the  spicules  of  sponges,  of  the  spicules  and  shields 
of  radiolarians,  and  of  the  frustules  of  diatoms; 
and  this  organic  silica  is  uniformly  distributed 
through  the  whole  mass.  Taken  in  connection  with 
the  absence  of  diffused  silica  in  the  white  chalk, 
we  have  the  singular  fact  of  the  presence  of  regular 
layers  of  flinty  masses  of  nearly  pure  silica,  pre- 
senting frequently  the  external  form  of  more  or 
less  regularly-shaped  sponges,  and  frequently  filling 
up  the  cavities  of  sea-urchins  or  bivalve  shells.  If 
we  take  the  simple  instance  of  pure  grey  flint  filling 
up  entirely  the  cavity  of  an  urchin,  such  as  Gale- 
rites  albo-galeruSj  or  Ananchytes  ovatus^  and  showing 
at  the  oral  opening  of  the  shell  a  little  projecting 
knob,  like  a  bullet-mould  filled  with  lead,  we  have 
no  escape  from  the  conclusion  that  after  the  death 
of  the  urchin  the  silica  has  percolated  into  the  shell 
in  solution  or  in  a  gelatinous  condition,  and  the  silica 
must  have  previously  existed  in  some  other  form, 
either  in  the  chalk  or  elsewhere.  In  the  chalk  which 
contains  not  a  trace  of  silica  we  often  find  the  moulds 
and  outlines  of  organisms  which  we  know  to  have  been 
silicious,  from  which  the  whole  of  the  silica  has  been 
removed;  and  I  have  more  than  once  seen  cases  in 
which  a  portion  of  the  delicate  tracfery  of  a  silicious 
sponge  has  been  preserved  entire  in  a  flint,  while  the 
remainder  of  the  vase  which  projected  beyond  the 
outline  of  the  flint  appeared  in  the  chalk  as  a  trellis- 
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work  of  spaces,  vacant,  or  loosely  filled  with  peroxide 
or  carbonate  of  iron.  It  therefore  seems  certain  that 
by  some  means  or  other  the  organic  silica,  distributed 
in  the  shape  of  sponge  spicules  and  other  silicious 
organisms  in  the  chalk,  has  been  dissolved  or  rednced 
to  a  colloid  state,  and  nccumulated.  in  motildg  formed 
by  the  shells  or  outer  walls  of  imbe<lded  animals  of 
various  classes.  How  the  solution  of  the  silica  is 
effected  we  do  not  precisely  know.  Once  reduced 
to  a  colloid  condition,  it  is  easy  enough  to  imagine 
that  it  may  be  sifted  from  the  water  by  a  process 
of  endosmose,  the  chalk  matrix  acting  as  a  porous 
medium,  and  accumulated  in  any  convenient  cavities. 
In  various  localities  in  the  chalk  and  green-sand  of 
the  North  of  Eugland  the  peculiar  bodies  which  are 
called  Ventriculites  are  excessively  abundant, — ele- 
gant vases  and  cups  with  branching  root-like  bases, 
or  groups  of  regularly  or  irregularly  spreading  tubes, 
delicately  fretted  on  the  surface  with  an  impressed 
network  like  the  finest  lace.  In  the  year  1840  the 
late  Mr.  Toulmin  Smith  published  the  result  of 
many  years'  careful  study  of  these  bodies,  and  gave 
a  minute  and  most  accurate  description  of  their 
structure.  He  found  them  to  consist  of  tubes  of 
extreme  tenuity,  delicately  meshed,  and  having  be- 
tween them  interspaces  usually  with  very  regular 
cuhial  or  octohcdral  fonns.  These  tubes  in  the  Ven- 
triculites found  in  chalk  were  empty,  or  contained  a 
little  red  ochreous  matter  ;  but  when  a  vcntricuUte  or 
a  portion  of  one  happened  to  be  entangled  in  a  flint,  H 
was  either  incorporated  with  the  flint  or  replaced  by 
silica.  Mr.  Toulmin  Smith  supjiosod  that  Ibe  skeleton 
of  the  vontriculitc   had   been   originally  calcareous. 
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and  he  referred  the  group  to  the  Polyzoa.  When 
Mr.  Toulraia  Smith  studied  the  Ventriculites,  the 
Heiactinellidfe — the  sponges  with  sLx-rayed  meshes 
or  spicules— were  practically  unknown,  though  there 


were  already  a  few  examples  in  museums.  One  of  the 
first  results  of  deep-sea  dredging  was  the  discovery 
that  the  chalk-mud  of  the  deep  sen  is  in  many  places 
literally  crowded  with  these ;  and  when  we  compare 
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such  recent  forms  as  AphrocalUstea,  Iphiteon,  Hol- 
tenia,  and  Askonema  with,  certain  series  of  the  chalk 
Ventriculites,  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that 
they  belong  to  the  same  family — in  some  cases  to 
very  nearly  allied  genera.  Fig.  80  represents  a  very 
beautiful  specimen  of  Ventriculites  simplex  preserved 
in  flint,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Sanderson  of 
Edinburgh.  Looking  at  this  in  the  light  of  our 
knowledge  of  Eiipleclelhi  or  Aphrocallistes  beatrix, 
we  have  no  difficulty  in  working  out  its  structure, 
even  to  the  most  minute  microscopic  detail. 

Other  sponges,  belonging  chiefly  to  the  Litbistidae 
and  the  Corticatse,  r&- 
pvoduce  with  wonderful 
accuracy  the  more  irre- 
gular sponge-forms  of 
llie  chalk  and  greeu- 
sand;  and  a  group,  as 
yet  un  described,  but 
apparently  an  aberrant 
family  of  the  Esperiadao, 
send  out  long  delicate 
tubes,  which  contract 
slightly,  but  in  a  most 
characteristic  way,  at  the  point  of  their  insertion 
into  the  sponge  body,  recalling  very  forcibly  the 
peculiar  manner  in  which  the  tube-like  root  processes 
join  the  sponge  in  such  genera  as  the  vaguely  defined 
Choiimtea. 

One  sponge  belonging  to  the  group  Is  represented 
at  rig.  83.  A  sphfi-e  15  to  20  mm.  in  diameter  con- 
sists of  a  smooth  glossy  external  rind,  composed  of 
jgly  meshed  pin-headed  spicules,  with  two  kinds 
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of  *  spicules  of  the  sarcode,'  one  large,  C-shaped,  the 
other  much  more  minute,  answering  to  Bowerbank's 
'tridentate  equianchorate'  type;  every  now  and  then 


Fio.  81— IVii(r(™li(Mrtmp(«,  TiicLMiK  Sunn,    Beet  ton  of  the  nulM  «ill,  sliimini:  tlif 

the  rind  thus  formed  coming  to  the  margin  of  a  small 
pore.  The  interior  of  the  sphere  is  filled  with  soft 
semi-fluid  sarcode,  supported  by  the  loosest  possible 


mesb-work  of  granular  homy  matter  and  pin- 
headed  spicules.  From  points  apparently  irregularly 
placed  on  the  surface  of  the  sponge,  tubes  about 
3  mm.  in  diameter  run  out  in  all  directions ; 
the  walls  of  the  tubes  are  thin  and  delicate,  being 
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more  so  towards  the  distant  ends,  where  the  tubes 
contract  slightly  to  an  open  orifice.  At  the  proximal 
end,  at  the  junction  between  the  tube  and  the 
sjiongc  body,  there  is  also  a  contraction,  and  a  slight 
pit-like  involution  of    the    surface   of    the    sponge. 


There  is  something  very  characteristic  in  this  pecu- 
liar form  of  junction  which  it  is  not  easy  to  deline, 
but  which  almost  forces  the  conviction  that  there  is 
the  closest  relation  between  these  recent  forms  and 
tube-bearing  fossil  sponges  sueh  as  Choaniles. 
Frofessor  Martin  Duncan  mentions  several  corals 
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from  the  coast  of  Portugal  more  nearly  allied  to 
chalk  forms  than  to  any  others,  but  it  is  in  the 
Echinodermata  that  the  peculiar  relation  between 
the  ancient  and  the  modem  faunae  becomes  most 
apparent.  To  review  briefly  the  chief  points  bearing 
upon  this  question.  The  Apiocrinidae,  the  group  of 
fixed  crinoids  which  I  have  already  described,  are 
abundant  throughout  the  whole  range  of  the  Jurassic 
rocks,  their  remains  being  frequently  very  abundant 
in  the  thick  cream-coloured  limestone  beds  of  the 
oolites.  Towards  the  close  of  the  Jurassic  period, 
the  typical  genera  disappear,  and  in  the  chalk  we 
find  the  group  represented  by  an  evidently  degenerate 
form,  Bourguetticrinus.  In  some  tertiary-beds  frag- 
ments of  the  stems  of  a  small  Bourguetticrinus  have 
been  found,  and  such  were  likewise  discovered  in 
the  recent  lime  breccia  of  Guadaloupe,  which  con- 
tained the  well-known  human  skeleton  now  in  the 
British  Museum.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
these  tertiary  and  post-tertiary  fragments  are  to  be 
referred  rather  to  the  genus  Bhizocrinus,  which  we 
now  know  to  be  so  widely  distributed,  living,  in 
deep  water.  Now  in  this  series  of  Apiocrinidae, 
extending  from  the  Forest  marble  to  the  present 
time,  although  there  is  a  succession  of  constantly 
changing  species,  yet  the  gradual  degradation  in 
development  in  the  same  direction  throughout  the 
series  seems  to  point  unmistakeably  to  some  form 
of  continuity,  to  a  type  gradually  succumbing  to  con- 
ditions slowly  altering  in  an  unfavourable  direction. 

The  other  family  of  the  stalked  crinoids,  the 
Pentacrinidae,  are  in  a  different  position.  They  are 
abimdant  in  the  Lias ;   very  abundant  in  the  lower 
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oolite,  where  slabs  are  often  found  almost  made  up 
of  them,  with  a  characteristic  deep-water  association 
of  Cidaris,  Astrogoiiium,  and  Aslropecten ;  and  al- 
though not  abundant  in  the  English  chalk,  several 
species  are  found,  and  these  show  no  tendency  to 
degeneracy.  As  might  be  expected,  such  remains 
are  rare  in  the  shallow-water  tertiaries.  With  regard 
to  their  distribution  in  modern  seas,  from  the 
apparent  abundance  of  P.  asteria  and  P.  miilleri 
in  deep  water  in  tlie  West  Indies,  and  of  P.  toyville- 
tkonmotii  off  the  coast  of  Portugal,  it  is  very  pos- 
sible, as  I  have  already  said,  tliat  they  may  occupy 
a  much  more  important  place  in  the  abyssal  fauna 
than  we  at  present  imagine. 

Nearly  all  the  additions  from  the  deep  water  to 
the  list  of  tlie  Asteridea  fall  into  the  genera 
Arcbasier  and  Asiropecien,  or  into  the  various  sub- 
divisions of  the  old  genus  Goiikisler.  From  their 
breaking  up  into  a  multitude  of  undistiuguishable 
ossicles  by  the  decomposition  of  tlieir  soft  organic 
matter  immediately  after  death,  the  fossil  remains 
of  star-tishes  are  comparatively  rare,  and  are  scarcely 
met  with  except  iu  fine  calcareous  formations,  such 
as  the  Wenlock  limestone — and  in  later  times  in  the 
fine  yellow  limestones  of  the  oolites,  and  in  the 
white  chalk.  In  the  latter  formation,  deposited  ap- 
parently very  much  under  the  same  circumstances 
as  the  Atlantic  chalk-mud,  the  general  character  of 
the  group  of  imbedded  star-tishes  is  almost  the  same 
as  in  the  modern  fauna  of  the  deep  Atlantic. 

The  Kchinidea  are  a  more  typical  order.  Prom 
the  compactness  of  their  tests  they  are  more  readily 
irved  entire,  and  from  the  earliest  periods  their 
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characteristic  and  harmoniously  varying  series  are 
of  considerable  value  in  the  discrimination  of  the 
different  formations.  In  the  soft  white  chalk  of  the 
south  of  England  their  remains  are  extremely  abun- 
dant. Perhaps  the  most  abundant  and  characteristic 
fossils  in  the  chalk  are  the  Cidaridae,  and  these  more 
than  any  other  chalk  fossils  illustrate  the  peculiar 
conditions  under  which  the  chalk  has  been  laid  down. 
The  great  spines  of  Cidaris  are  attached  to  the  plates 
of  the  shell  by  a  central  ligament  which  passes  from 
the  cup  on  the  spine  to  a  perforation  in  the  ball  on 
the  plate,  and  by  a  membrane  which  rises  from  the 
plate  and  passes  over  the  base  of  the  spine.  The 
spines  are,  however,  so  disproportionately  large,  and 
the  soft  matter  softens  and  decomposes  so  rapidly 
after  death,  that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  the  spines 
attached  to  a  specimen  prepared  even  with  consider- 
able care.  In  the  chalk,  tests  of  Cidaris  are  fre- 
quently preserved  absolutely  entire,  with  all  the 
spines  in  position ;  so  that  by  carefully  working  out 
the  chalk  with  a  penknife,  we  can  here  have  the 
whole  animal  perfect.  It  is  difficult  to  see  precisely 
how  this  result  can  have  been  produced.  The  urchin 
must  have  sunk  into  the  soft  chalk-mud  and 
been  covered  up  by  a  sufficient  quantity  to  support 
its  spines  and  test,  and  allow  the  whole  to  become 
gradually  compacted  into  a  solid  mass.  One  of  the 
new  deep-sea  Cidarites  belongs  to  a  genus  which 
had  previously  been  supposed  to  be  extinct,  but  the 
chalk-mud  forms  generally  do  not  show  any  special 
approach  to  any  particular  chalk  species.  StUl  the 
general  character  of  the  group  is  the  same.  The 
EchinothuridsD  were  previously  known  only  as  chalk 
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fossils,  so  that  their  presence  apparently  in  ahun- 
dance  in  the  recent  chalk-mud  is  a  clear  instance 
of  the  preservation  of  one  of  the  old  ty])es  hitherto 
supposed  to  be  extinct.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
Poiirtalesia,  which  must  associate  itself  cither  with 
Ananchytea  or  with  Dyaaster,  both  of  whicli  are 
types  of  groups  likewise  supposed  to  have  been  lost. 
We  thus  find  that,  while  no  Echinoderm  hitherto 
discovered  in  the  deep  water  is  specifically  identical 
with  any  chalk  form,  not  only  does  the  abyssal  fauna 
with  its  abundance  of  the  Cidaridte,  EchinotbiiridtE, 
and  irregular  urchins,  and  the  disproportionate  num- 
bers of  the  genera  Astropecten,  Aatroffonium,  and 
Stellaater,  and  their  allies  among  starfishes,  singu- 
larly resemble  the  cbalt  in  general  facies ;  but 
several  genera  approach  chalk  forms  more  closely 
than  they  do  any  hitherto  known  in  a  living  state — 
approach  them  so  closely  as  almost  to  force  upon 
us  the  conviction  that  their  relation  is  one  of  descent, 
accompanied  Iiy  change  of  conditions  and  consequent 
modification,  though  not  to  any  extreme  degree. 

As  I  have  ah-eady  stated,  the  whole  of  the  mol- 
lusca  from  the  deep  water  which  had  Iieeu  previously 
described  as  fossils  were  known  from  tertiary  and 
post-tertiary  beds ;  with  the  very  doubtful  exception 
of  our  common  Terebratulina  caputserpeHtia,  which 
certainly  approaclies  very  closely  Terebralula  striata 
from  the  ehalk. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  this  should  be  the  case. 
It  is  a  marked  eliaracter  of  the  European  Tertiaries 
that  H'ith  tlie  exception  of  some  of  the  older  I)cil.s  iu 
the  south  of  Kuropc,  all  of  them  have  been  deposited 
in  shallow  water ;  so  that  the  tertiary  beds  represent 
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the  mineral  accumulations  and  the  fauna  of  the 
margin  of  some  sea.  We  may  say  that  they  have  been 
deposited  in  the  shallow  water  of  tertiary  seas  whose 
deep-sea  fauna  is  unknown,  and  this  mode  of  expres- 
sion is  most  in  accordance  with  previous  ideas ;  but  if 
the  view  here  advocated  be  correct,  we  must  regard 
the  tertiaries  as  the  deposits  formed  and  exposed  by 
depressions  and  upheavals  of  the  borders  of  the  cre- 
taceous sea ;  of  a  sea  which,  with  many  changes  of 
condition  produced  by  the  same  oscillations  which 
alternately  exposed  and  submerged  the  tertiaries, 
existed  continuously,  depositing  conformable  beds  of 
chalk-mud  from  the  period  of  the  ancient  chalk. 

MoUusca  are  chiefly  shallow- water  forms,  although 
some  of  them  are  special  to  deep  water,  and  others 
have  a  great  vertical  range.  As  I  have  already  said, 
considering  the  many  changes  in  the  conditions  which 
most  aflfect  animal  life  which  have  occurred  during 
later  geological  times,  we  cannot  expect  to  find  any 
animals  of  the  higher  groups  specifically  identical 
with  chalk  fossils ;  the  diflBculty  in  the  case  seems 
rather  to  be  to  account  for  the  identity  of  many 
living  deep-water  species  with  species  found  in  the 
Tertiaries.  I  think,  however,  that  we  can  find  a  clue. 
Most  of  the  species  common  to  the  modern  Atlantic 
and  to  tertiary  beds  are  now  found  in  the  Atlantic  at 
much  greater  depths  than  those  at  which  they  were 
imbedded  in  the  tertiary  seas.  This  we  know  by  the 
species  from  shallower  water  which  are  associated 
with  them  in  the  Tertiaries.  They  are,  therefore, 
species  which  had  a  considerable  vertical  range ;  and 
probably  while  many  of  the  shallower  water  forms 
were  exterminated  by  elevations    or  other  change 
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affecting  tlie  first  one  or  two  hundred  fathoms,  they 
were  enabled  to  survive,  the  deeper  part  of  their 
habitat  having  suffered  but  little  alteration. 

Sir  Charles  Lyell  says :  "  The  reader  should  be 
reminded  that  in  geology  we  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  founding  our  great  chronological  divisions,  not  on 
foraminifera  and  sponges,  nor  even  on  echinodernis 
or  corals,  but  on  the  remains  of  the  most  highly 
organized  beings  available  to  us,  such  as  mollusca. 
...  In  dealing  with  the  moUuscii,  it  is  those  of  the 
highest  or  most  specialized  organizations  which  afford 
us  the  hest  characters  in  proportion  as  their  vertical 
range  is  the  most  limited.  Thus  the  cephalopoda  are 
the  most  valuable,  as  having  a  more  restricted  range 
in  time  than  the  gasteropoda,  and  these  again  are  more 
characteristic  of  the  particular  stratigraphical  sub- 
divisions than  the  lamellibranchiate  bivalves,  while 
these  last  again  are  more  seiTiceable  in  classification 
than  the  brachiopoda,  a  still  lower  class  of  shcU-fish, 
which  arc  the  most  enduring  of  aU."  "With  great 
deference  to  Sir  Charles  Lyell,  I  cannot  regard  the 
most  highly  specialized  animal  groups  as  those  most 
fitted  to  gauge  the  limits  of  great  chronological 
divisions,  though  I  admit  their  infinite  value  in 
determining  the  minor  subdivisions. 

The  culmination  of  such  animal  groups,  such  as 
we  find  in  the  marvellous  abundance  and  variety  of 
both  orders  of  cephalopods  al  the  end  of  the  Jurassic 
and  the  commencement  of  the  cretaceous  jwrJotl, 
undoubtedly  brings  into  high  relief,  and  admirably 
illn.stratcs  to  the  student,  the  hroad  distinctive  cha- 
racters of   the   mesozoiu   fauna  ;    but  spwiking  very 

merally,  the  more  highly  a  mollusc  is  specialized 
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the  shallower  is  the  water  which  it  inhahits.  The 
cephalopods  are  chiefly  pelagic  and  surface  things, 
and  their  remains  are  consequently  found  in  deposits 
from  all  depths.  To  this  general  pelagic  distri- 
hution  of  cephalopods  there  seem  to  be  two  re- 
markable exceptions,  and  these  the  two  members 
of  their  class  which  are  by  far  the  most  interest- 
ing in  their  geological  relations.  Nautilus  pom- 
piliua  inhabits  the  deep  water  of  the  Pacific,  while 
the  habitat  of  Spirula  australis  is  unknown.  The 
shell  of  Spirilla  is  thin  and  light,  and,  probably 
after  the  death  of  the  animal  and  by  the  decom- 
position of  organic  matter,  it  becomes  filled  with  air, 
and  the  emptied  shell  floats,  and  is  drifted  along  on 
the  surface  of  the  sea.  Tropical  shores  are  strewn  with 
the  pearly  little  coil,  which  attracts  attention  by  the 
elegance  of  its  form.  It  is  abundant  on  all  shores  in 
the  path  of  the  Gulf-stream.  Sysselmann  Muller  gave 
me,  a  few  years  ago,  a  quantity  which  had  been  drifted 
on  the  south-western  shores  of  different  islands  of  the 
Paeroe  group.  Still  the  structure  of  the  animal  of 
Spirilla  may  be  said  to  be  unknown.  One  specimen 
only,  which  was  described  by  Professor  Owen,  was 
found  nearly  perfect  on  the  coast  of  New  Zealand  by 
Mr.  Percy  Noel.  I  suppose  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  this  is  a  deep-water  form,  and  I  hope  that  with 
our  deep-sea  dredging  we  shall  soon  clear  up  its 
economy ;  but  in  the  meantime  the  evident  abundance 
of  the  animal  and  oui:  ignorance  of  its  history  are  very 
suggestive.  In  the  London  clay  one  or  two  examples 
of  a  fossil  have  been  found,  nearly  allied  to  Spirula^ 
but  differing  in  this  respect — that  a  solid  conical 
rostrum  projects  backwards,  its  half-calcified,  half- 
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horny  substance  enclosing  the  greater  part  of  the 
curved  spiral  shell.  Now  if  the  recent  Spirula  had 
been  weighted  with  such  a  rostrum  it  would  probably 
have  remained  up  to  tlie  present  time  utterly  unknown 
to  us.  It  is  unwise  to  prophesy,  but  I  certainly 
look  upon  some  form  allied  to  SpiruUrostris  as  one 
of  the  most  likely  spoils  of  the  deep  sea.  From  the 
Tertiaries  we  pass  to  the  Cretaceous  forms,  and  find 
in  Belemnitclla  the  chambered  shell  straightened  and 
reduced,  and  the  '  guard '  greatly  increased  in  size. 
If  Belemuites  were  deep-sea  animals,  as  seems  very 
probable,  and  if  any  of  them  still  exist, — from  the 
form  and  weight  of  their  shells  it  is  scarcely  possible 
that  they  should  ever  be  thrown  up  on  the  shore, 
and  without  deep-sea  dredging  they  might  remain 
for  ever  unknown.  I  merely  mention  this  to  show 
that  it  is  by  no  means  safe  to  base  even  what  little 
argument  might  rest  upon  it,  upon  the  absence 
at  the  present  time  of  all  representatives  of  the 
cretaceous  cephalopodous  fauna. 

The  gasteropods,  with  comparatively  few  excep- 
tions, range  from  the  shore  to  a  depth  of  100  to 
200  fathoms,  and  lamcllibranchs  become  scarcer  at 
a  slightly  greater  depth ;  while  some  orders  of  bra- 
cbiopods,  Crustacea,  echinoderms,  sponges,  and  fora- 
minifora,  descend  in  scarcely  diminished  numbers  to 
a  depth  of  10,000  feet.  In  fact,  the  bathymetrical 
range  of  the  various  groups  in  modem  seas  corre- 
sponds remarkably  with  their  vertical  range  in 
ancient  strata. 

A  change  in  the  distribution  of  sea  and  land  in- 
volving a  mere  change  in  the  course  of  an  ocean- 
Cttrrent  might  modify  the  conditions  of  an  area  for 
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most  cephalopods  and  all  pteropods,  heteropods,  and 
other  surface  living  animals  of  high  type,  even  to 
their  extinction.  By  oscillations  of  500  feet  up  or 
down,  the  great  mass  of  gasteropods,  and  all  reef- 
building  corals,  would  be  forced  to  emigrate,  would 
become  modified,  or  would  be  destroyed, — and  another 
hundred  fathoms  would  exterminate  the  greater  num- 
ber of  bivalves ;  while  elevations  and  depressions  to 
ten  times  that  amount  might  only  slightly  affect  the 
region  of  brachiopods,  echinoderms,  and  sponges. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  results  of  recent 
investigations,  we  are  strengthened  in  our  confidence 
in  the  truth  of  the  opinion  which  we  previously  held, 
that  the  various  groups  of  fossils  characterizing  the 
tertiary  beds  of  Europe  and  North  America  represent 
the  constantly  altering  fauna  of  the  shallower  por- 
tions of  an  ocean  whose  depths  are  still  occupied  by 
a  deposit  which  has  been  accumulating  continuously 
from  the  period  of  the  pre-tertiary  chalk,  and  which 
perpetuates  with  much  modification  the  pre-tertiary 
chalk  fauna.  I  do  not  see  that  this  view  militates  in 
the  least  against  the  '^  reasoning  and  classification"  of 
that  geology  which  we  have  learned  from  Sir  Charles 
Lyell ;  our  dredgings  only  show  that  these  abysses  of 
the  ocean — abysses  which  Sir  Charles  Lyell  admits  in 
the  passage  quoted  above,  to  have  outlasted  on  account 
of  their  depth  a  succession  of  geological  epochs — are 
inhabited  by  a  special  deep-sea  fauna,  possibly  as  persis- 
tent in  its  general  features  as  the  abysses  themselves. 
I  have  said  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  that  I 
believe  the  doctrine  of  the  *  continuity  of  the  chalk,' 
as  understood  by  those  who  first  suggested  it,  now 
meets  with  very  general  acceptance :  and  in  evidence 
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of  this  I  will  quote  two  passages  in  two  consecutive 
anniversary  addresses  by  Presidents  of  the  Geological 
Society,  and  we  may  have  every  confidence  that  the 
statements  of  men  of  so  great  weight,  made  under 
such  circumstances,  indicate  the  tendency  of  sound 
and  judicious  thought.  Professor  Iluxley,  in  the 
anniversary  address  for  the  year  1870,  says  : — "  Many 
years  ago'  I  ventured  to  speak  of  the  Atlantic  mud 
as  •  modern  chalk,'  and  I  know  of  no  fact  inconsistent 
with  the  view  which  Professor  "\YyTille  Thomson  has 
advocated,  that  the  modern  chalk  is  not  only  the 
lineal  descendant,  so  to  speak,  of  the  ancient  chalk, 
but  that  it  remains,  so  to  speak,  in  possession  of  the 
ancestral  estate ;  and  that  from  the  cretaceous  period 
(if  not  much  earlier)  to  the  present  day,  the  deep  sea 
has  covered  a  large  part  of  what  is  now  the  area  of 
the  Atlantic.  But  if  Globigerina  and  Terebratuta 
caput-serpen  lis  and  Beryx,  not  to  mention  other 
forms  of  animals  and  of  plants,  thus  bridge  over  the 
interval  between  the  present  and  the  mesostoic 
periods,  is  it  possible  that  the  majority  of  other 
living  things  underwent  a  sea-change  into  something 
new  and  strange  all  at  once  ?" 

And  Mr.  Prestwich,  in  the  presidential  address  for 
1871,  says  : — "  Therefore,  although  I  tliink  it  highly 
probable  that  some  considerable  portion  of  the  deep 
sea-bed  of  the  mid-Atlantic  lias  continued  submerged 
since  the  period  of  our  chalk,  and  although  the  more 
adaptable  forms  of  life  may  have  been  transmitted  in 
unbroken  succession  through  this  channel,  the  im- 
migrations of  other  and  more  recent  faunas  may 
have  80  modified  the  old  population,  that  the  original 
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chalk  element  is  of  no  more  importance  than  is  the 
original  British  element  in  our  own  English  people." 

Mr.  Prestwich  thus  fully  admits  the  high  pro- 
bahility  of  the  *  continuity'  for  which  we  contend. 
The  last  question  which  he  raises  in  the  sentence 
quoted  is  one  of  enormous  difficulty,  which  we  have 
as  yet  no  data  to  solve.  It  is  perhaps  not  very  much 
harder,  however,  after  all,  than  the  problem  in  ethno- 
logy which  he  has  selected  as  an  illustration. 

Several  other  very  important  questions  bearing 
upon  the  conditions  of  the  ocean  at  great  depths, 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  naturalists  in  scientific 
charge  of  the  dredging  cruises  of  the  *  Lightning' 
and  *  Porcupine.'  An  assistant  versed  in  the  methods 
of  chemical  and  physical  research  accompanied  the 
vessel  on  each  occasion.  A  son  of  Dr.  Carpenter, 
Mr.  William  Lant  Carpenter,  B.A.,  B.Sc,  went  on 
the  first  cruise  with  Mr.  JeflPreys.  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
F.C.8.,  a  promising  young  chemist,  since  deceased, 
accompanied  me  to  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  Mr.  Her- 
bert Carpenter,  a  younger  son  of  my  colleague,  was 
our  companion  during  the  third  long  cruise  in  the 
Fftroe  channel 

The  specific  gravity  of  the'  water  was  taken  at 
each  station,  and  in  the  serial  soundings  the  water- 
bottle  was  let  down  to  the  intermediate  depths  and 
the  water  carefully  tested.  The  diflferences  observed 
were  very  slight,  but  they  were  as  a  rule  confirmatory 
of  Professor  Forschammer's  opinion  that  Arctic  water 
contains  le.ss  salt  than  the  sea- water  of  temperate 
and  intertropical  regions. 

As  I  have  already  mentioned  (page  46),  organic 
matt^  in  appreciable  quantity  was  detected  by  the 
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permanganate  teat  everywhere,  and  at  all  depths. 
The  gas  contained  in  the  water  was  carefully  ana- 
lysed, and  it  was  found,  as  a  general  result,  that 
the  amount  of  free  carbon  dioxide  increased  and 
the  proportion  of  oxygen  diminished  with  increased 
depth.  There  seemed  to  he  reason  to  believe,  how- 
ever, that  the  quantity  of  carbon  dioxide  depended 
to  a  great  degree  upon  the  abundance  of  the  higher 
forms  of  life.  Mr.  Lant  Carpenter  used  always  to 
predict  a  had  haul  for  the  zoologists  when  he  found 
the  proportion  of  carbon  dioxide  to  the  oxygen  and 
nitrogen  unusually  low.  The  great  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  carbon  dioxide  was  just  above  the  bottom. 
The  general  average  of  tliirty  analyses  of  surface- 
water  gives  the  following  as  the  proportions  of  the 
contained  gases  present : — Oxygen  2.51,  nitrogen  542, 
carbon  dioxide  20'7 ;  this  proportion  was  subject, 
however,  to  great  variations.  Intermediate  water 
gave  an  average  percentage  of  oxygen  22'0,  nitrogen 
52-8,  and  carbon  dioxide  26'2 ;  while  bottom-waters 
gave — o.xygen  19"5,  nitrogen  52*6,  and  carbon  dioxide 
27"9.  But  bottom-water,  at  a  comparatively  small 
depth,  often  contained  as  much  carbon  dioxide  as 
intermediate  water  at  much  greater  depths.  In  one 
of  the  serial  soundings,  in  which  the  water  was 
taken  at  every  50  fathoms,  three  analyses  gave  the 
following  singular  result ;  — 

Oxygen     ....     J88  IJ-B  )7  3 
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The  greatly  increased  percentage  of  carbon  dioxide 
in   the  stratum  of  sca-wnter  immediately  overlying. 
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the  sea-bed,  was  here  accompanied  by  a  great  abun- 
dance of  animal  life. 

I  can  scarcely  regret  that  the  space  at  my  disposal 
will  not  allow  me  to  enter  at  present  into  the  many 
very  important  bearings  of  these  physical  investiga- 
tions, for  I  am  compelled  to  admit  that  I  do  not 
place  thorough  confidence  in  our  results.  The  obser- 
vations and  analyses  were  undoubtedly  conducted 
with  great  care  and  skill,  but  the  difference  between 
different  samples — in  specific  gravity,  and  more  espe- 
cially in  chemical  composition  and  the  relative  pro- 
portion of  the  ingredients — is  so  very  slight,  that  more 
exact  methods  than  those  which  have  been  hitherto 
employed  will  be  required  to  insure  accurate  results. 

In  such  investigations  everything  depends  upon 
the  perfection  of  the  means  of  bringing  up  water 
from  any  given  depth ;  and  the  principle  of  the 
construction  of  the  water-bottle  used  in  the  *  Por- 
cupine '  was  faulty.  It  consists  of  a  strong  tube  of 
brass  about  two  feet  in  length  and  two  inches  in 
internal  diameter,  containing  rather  more  than  a 
litre  and  a  half,  and  closed  at  each  end  by  a  brass 
disk.  In  the  centre  of  each  of  these  disks  there 
is  a  round  aperture  closed  by  a  well-ground  conical 
valve,  both  valves  opening  upwards  when  the  instru- 
ment is  in  position  for  being  let  down. 

In  passing  down  through  the  water,  a  continuous 
current  is  supposed  to  raise  the  valves  and  run 
through  the  bottle,  thus  keeping  it  constantly  fiUed 
with  the  water  of  the  layer  through  which  it  is 
passing.  On  reversing  the  motion  in  hauling  up, 
the  valves  fall  into  their  places,  and  the  contents 
of  the  tube  at  the   greatest  depth  are  brought  to 
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the  surface.  This  bottle  appeared  to  answer  fairly, 
and  we  often  had  evidence,  from  its  turbidity,  that 
bottom-water  came  up  ;  but  subsequent  experiments 
liave  shown  that  it  cannot  be  depended  upon,  and 
some  of  the  reasons  are  sufficiently  obvious.  The 
instrument  will  not  work  at  all  unless  the  descend- 
ing motion  be  sufficiently  steady  and  rapid  to  main- 
tain a  current  capable  of  keeping  two  heary  brass 
valves  open  to  their  full  extent ;  if  there  be  the 
slightest  reversal,  or  jerk,  or  irregularity  in  hauling 
np,  the  water  is — at  all  events  partially — changed; 
the  two  valves,  even  when  thoroughly  open,  are 
directly  in  the  path  of  the  ingress  and  egress  of 
the  water — and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
water  is  not  so  rapidly  and  thoroughly  changed  as 
we  at  first  imagined.  A  perfectly  satisfactory  water- 
bottle  is  still  a  desideratum,  but  I  believe  that  one 
which  was  used  by  Dr.  Mayer  and  Dr.  Jacobsen 
in  the  German  North  Sea  expedition  of  the  past 
summer,  goes  far  to  remedy  roost  of  these  defects. 
I  liope  we  may  be  in  a  better  position  to  give  an 
opinion  a  year  hence. 

I  give,  in  tlie  appendix  to  this  cliapter,  an  abstraet 
of  the  general  results  of  the  chemical  investigationa 
carried  on  during  the  '  Poi-cupine  '  cruises  of  1869 ; 
and  I  add  a  note,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  my 
friend  Mr.  J.  Y.  Buchanan,  who  accompanies  me  as 
chemist  to  the  '  Challenger '  expedition,  which  will 
show  how  much  has  yet  to  be  done  before  we  can 
hope  to  come  to  any  really  satisfactory  conclusion 
as  to  the  amount  and  condition  of  the  gases  con- 
tained in  wa-waler.  Neither,  I  regret  to  say,  can 
|VS    phitw   much    n-liauc-p    on    th«!    dt'lerminalion    of 
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organic  matter  in  sea-water  by  the  permanganate 
method,  although  there  is  every  prohability  that 
the  general  result  at  which  we  arrived — that  organic 
matter  is  contained  in  the  water  of  the  ocean  in 
all  localities  and  at  all  depths — is  substantially  true. 
The  application  of  the  exact  methods  of  modern 
science  to  this  line  of  inquiry  is  new,  .and  it  will 
require  long  and  patient  work  to  bring  it  to  per- 
fection. The  one  real  advance  which  has  been  made 
in  this  direction  is  the  addition  to  the  appliances  for 
the  investigation  of  the  physics  of  the  deep  sea  ;  of  a 
correct  and  trustworthy  instrument  by  wliich  ocean 
temperatures  can  be  ascertained  to  any  depth  with 
what  may  be  regarded  as  absolute  accuracy  for  all 
practical  puiposes. 
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fidinmary  of  the  HfsuUs  of  the  Examination  of  Samples  of  Sra- 
Waler  taken  at  the  Surfaee  and  at  varmis  Depths.  By  Wm. 
Lant  Carpenter,  B.A.,  B.Sc. 

Surface-waters. — Care  was  taken  to  obtain  these  samples  as 
pure  as  possible,  and  free  from  any  coDtamination  caused  by 
matters  derived  from  the  vessel,  by  dipping  them  up  in  clean 
vessels  at  a  few  inches  below  the  surface  at  or  near  the  bow 
of  the  ship.  In  two  instances,  however,  the  samples  were  taken 
from  abaft  the  poddies. 

Waters  taken  al  deptlut  below  the  surface. — It  was  found 
desirable  to  coat  the  brusa  Water- Bottles  internally  with 
sealing-wax  varnish,  owing  to  the  corrosive  action  of  the  sea- 
water.  The  apparatus  was  then  found  to  work  perfectly  satis- 
factorily in  alt  cases  in  which  there  was  sufficient  weight  on  tJie 
sounding-line  to  which  they  were  attached  to  keep  the  bottlea 
perpendicular,  or  nearly  so.  When,  from  the  stnallness  of  the 
attached  weight,  or  the  rougliness  of  the  sea,  the  sounding-line 
was  at  an  acute  angle  with  the  general  level  of  the  sea-surface 
while  it  was  being  drawn  up,  the  results  of  the  examinatiou  of 
water  thus  obtained  rendered  it  highly  probable  that  some  water 
at  or  nt'ar  the  surface  had  fouuil  its  way  Into  the  bottle,  snd 
that  its  contend  were  not  to  be  relied  on  as  coming  from  the 
lowest  depths. 

Wlien  bottom-water  was  obtained  from  depths  heyoml  BOO 
fathoms,  it  was  almost  invariably  charged  with  a  quaatity  of 
very  fine  mud  in  suspension,  rendering  it  quite  turbid.  Many 
hours'  standing  was  necessary  for  the  ileposit  of  this ;  but  it  wm 
readily  removed  by  fillration.  In  no  instance  was  there  wiy 
endence  of  wnt«r  from  great  depths  being  much  more  highly 
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charged  with  dissolved  gases  than  surface-waters ;  a  considerable 
elevation  of  temperature  being  in  all  cases  necessary  for  the 
evolution  of  any  dissolved  gas. 

Mode  of  examining  Harnples. — The  samples  of  water  thus 
taken  were  examined  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  with  a 
view  to  determine : — 

(1)  The  specific  gravity  of  the  water. 

(2)  The  total  quantity  of  dissolved  gases  contained  in',  them, 

.  and  the  relative  proportions  of  oxygen,  nitrogen,  and 
carbonic  acid. 

(3)  The  quantity  of  oxygen  necessary  to  oxidize  the  organic 

matter  contained  in  the  water ;  distinguishing  between 
a,  the  decomposed  organic  matter,  and 
6,  the  easily  decomposable  organic  matter. 

(1)  The  specific-gravity  determinations  were  made  at  a  tem- 
perature as  near  60°  Fahr.  as  possible,  with  delicate  glass  hy- 
drometers, so  graduated  that  the  specific  gravity  could  be  read 
oflF  directly  to  the  fourth  decimal  place  with  ease. 

(2)  The  apparatus  for  the  analysis  of  the  gases  dissolved  in 
the  sea- water  was  essentially  that  described  by  Prof.  Miller 
in  the  second  volume  of  his  '  Elements  of  Chemistry.'  It  was 
found  necessary  to  make  several  modifications  in  it,  to  adapt  it 
to  the  motion  of  the  vessel.  These  consisted  chiefly  in  sus- 
pending much  of  it  from  the  cabin-ceiling,  instead  of  supporting 
it  from  beneath,  and  in  rendering  all  the  parts  less  rigid  by  a 
free  use  of  caoutchouc  tubing,  &c.,  the  utmost  care  being  taken 
to  keep  all  joints  tight. 

It  was  found  possible  to  make  correct  analyses,  even  when 
the  vessel  was  rolling  sufficiently  to  upset  chairs  and  cabin- 
furniture. 

The  method  of  analysis  may  be  thus  summarized: — From 
700  to  800  cubic  centimetres  of  the  sample  to  be  examined 
were  boiled  for  about  thirty  minutes,  in  such  a  way  that  the 
steam  and  mixed  gases  evolved  were  collected  over  mercury  in 
a  small  graduated  Bunsen's  gas-holder,  all  access  of  air  being 
carefully  guarded  against.  The  mixed  gases  were  then  trans- 
ferred to  two  graduated  tubes  in  a  mercurial  trough,  where  the 
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carbonic  acid  was  first  absoibed  by  a  sti'ong  aohition  of  caustio 
potash;  and  subsequently  the  oxypen  was  absorbed  by  the 
addition  of  pyrogallic  acid,  the  remaining  gas  being  assumed  to 
be  nitrogen. 

Tlie  results  of  the  analyses  were  always  corrected  to  the 
etaudard  temperature  of  0°  Cent.,  and  to  700  millimetres'  baro- 
metric pressure,  for  comparison  among  themselves  and  with 
others.  In  nearly  every  case  the  duplicate  analyses  from  the 
same  gaseous  mixture  agreed  closely,  if  they  were  not  identical. 

(3)  The  examination  of  the  sea-water  for  organic  matter  waa 
made  according  to  the  method  detailed  by  I'rof.  MUIer  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society  for  May  1865,  with  an  addition 
suggested  by  Dr.  Angus  Smith.  Each  sample  of  water  was 
divided  into  two ;  to  one  of  tliese  a  Uttla  free  acid  was  added, 
and  to  both  an  excess  of  a  standard  solution  of  permanganate 
of  potash.  At  the  end  of  three  hours  the  reaction  was  stopped 
by  the  addition  of  iodide  of  potassium  and  starch,  and  the 
excess  of  permanganate  estimated  by  a  standard  solution  of 
hyposulpbidc  of  soda.  Thu  portion  to  which  free  acid  was  added 
gave  the  oxygen  required  to  oxidize  the  decomposed  and  easily 
dfcomposablc  organic  matter ;  the  second  portion  gave  the 
oxygen  required  by  the  decomposed  organic  matter  alone,  which 
was  usually  from  about  one-half  to  one-third  of  the  whol& 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  total  number  of  obser- 
vations, analyses,  &c.,  made  during  the  three  cruises  reepw- 
tively : — ■ 


SpecifiD-j^nvitf  det«tmiiutioni 
Doplicnlo  gas-aiialjiM  .  .  . 
Organ  ID- uiAtter  tesl«  .... 


Wnt 

BHUnd 

TMfd 

Total-   1 

7a 

S7 

16 

ISA 

40 

83 

SI 

80 

137 

26 

M 

US 

Specific  Gravity. — The  specific  gravity  of  surfacfr-watvr  waa 
f(nm<l  to  diminish  slightly  ns  land  was  approached;  bat  thu 
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average  of  thirty-two  observations  upon  water  at  a  sufficient 
distance  from  land  to  be  unaffected  by  local  disturbances  was 
102779,  the  maximum  being  1-0284  and  the  minimum  1-0270. 

It  was  almost  always  noticed  that,  duiing  a  high  wind,  the 
specific  gravity  of  surface-water  was  above  the  average. 

The  avei'age  of  thirty  observations  upon  the  specific  gravity 
of  intermediate  water  was  10275,  the  maximum  being  1*0281 
and  the  minimum  10272. 

The  specific  gravity  of  bottom-waters  at  depths  varying  from 
77  to  2,090  fathoms,  deduced  from  an  average  of  forty-three 
observations,  was  10277,  the  maximum  being  1*0283  and  the 
minimum  10267. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  average  specific  gravity  of  bottom- 
water  is  slightly  less  than  that  of  surface-water.  In  several 
instances  the  specific  gravities  of  surface-  and  of  bottom-waters 
taken  at  the  same  place  having  been  compared,  that  of  the 
bottom-water  was  found  to  be  appreciably  less  than  that  of 
the  surface-water.     Thus — 


And 


At  1,425  fathoms'  depth  (Station  17)  it  was    .     .  1-0269 

SurfiEu^e  at  the  same 1-0280 

At  664  fathoms'  depth  (Station  26  b)  it  was     .     .  1*0272 

Surface  at  the  same 1*0280 


According,  however,  to  a  series  of  observations  made  at  the 
same  spot  (Station  42)  at  intervals  of  fifty  fathoms,  from  50  to 
800,  the  specific  gravity  increased  with  the  depth  from  10272 
at  50  fathoms  to  1-0277  at  800  fathoms. 

Several  series  of  specific-gravity  observations  were  made  near 
the  moutlis  of  rivers  and  streams ;  showing  the  gradual  mixture 
of  fresh  and  salt  water,  and  the  floating  of  lighter  portions  above 
the  denser  sea- water,  as  well  as  the  reverse  effect  produced  by 
the  influence  of  tidal  currents.  Thus  outside  Belfast  Lough  a 
rapid  stream  of  water  of  specific  gravity  10270  was  foimd  above 
water  which,  at  a  depth  of  seventy-three  fathoms,  had  a  specific 
gravity  of  10265. 

Oases  of  Sea-water. — The  analyses  of  the  gaseous  constituents 
of  sea-water  may  be  divided  into  two  groups :  (1)  Analyses  of 
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Burface-Tftters.  (2)  Analyses  of  waters  below  the  surface  ;  and 
these  Isflt  may  be  again  subdivided  into  (a)  intermediate  and 
Q>)  bottom-waters. 

The  total  quantity  of  dissolved  gases  in  sea-water,  whether 
at  the  surface  or  below  it,  was  found  to  aven^  about  28 
volumes  in  100  volumes  of  water. 

The  average  of  thirty  analyses  of  surface-waters  made  during 
the  expedition  gave  the  following  proportions : — 

ProportiofL 


P«roaDUgc 

Oiygen 26-046 

Nitrof^D     ....      M-Sll 
Carbonic  acid  .    .    .      2(1-743 


BO 


100-000 
These  were  thus  distributed  over  the  three  cruises,  and  the 
maxima  and  minima  of  each  constituent  are  thns  shown : — 


-5^ 

Aversf*  pof- 

p.*;;x.  «-^«"^ 

Hltn«M. 

■^^r- , 

l"! 

u 

s-iWa- 

0. 

"-^'"'jS: 

ma. 
le-oo 

™l 

Hin 

FIntCndH    , 

w 

^J."!"" 

100 

81.  n  \t^n 

OT-M 

«-«    *i-« 

lt-71 

BKundCnilH 

1 

BI'U    H«i|U'S! 

100. ml  u  ^7  10 

U'M 

WM 

«07!«,7|    !,« 

nirdCruIin  . 

» 

M'H  .  64-Tt ,  1B'4I 

.0O.«.,7*|«fS 

Lai« 

«fl7|,L-«    ^l.'    SM 

It  is  interesting  to  remark  that  surface-water  contains  a 
greater  quantity  of  oxygen  and  a  less  quantity  of  carbonic  acid 
during  the  prevalence  of  strong  wind.  The  folluwing  is  an 
average  of  five  analyses  made  under  such  conditions  : — 

Prop»rllun 


2!)-10 

100 

25-046 

Nitrosen     .     . 

62-87 

182 

64-211 

19-03 

62 

In  the  two  cases  which  presented  tlie  remarkable  small 
minima  of  carbonic  acid  with  a  great  excess  of  oxygen,  the 
water  had  been  accidentally  taken  from  immediately  abaft 
the  paddles,  where  it  bad  been  subject  to  violent  agitation 
in  contact  with  air. 
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Of  water  at  various  depths  beneath  the  surface,  fifty-nine 
analyses  were  made.  Those  in  the  first  cruise,  twenty-six 
in  number,  were  chiefly  from  bottom-water  at  depths  fix)m 
25  to  1,476  fathoms.  In  the  second  cruise  the  twenty-one 
analyses  chiefly  belonged  to  two  series, — the  first  of  samples 
taken  at  intervals  of  250  fathoms,  from  2,090  to  250  fathoms 
inclusive;  and  the  second  of  samples  taken  at  intervals 
of  fifty  fathoms  from  862  to  400  fathoms  inclusive.  In  the 
third  cruise  twelve  analyses  were  made, — eight  of  bottom- water, 
of  which  one-half  were  in  the  "  cold  area,"  and  four  at  inter- 
mediate depths. 

The  general  average  of  the  fifty-nine  analyses  of  water  taken 
below  the  surface  gives : — 

Perceutage.  Proportion. 

Oxygen 20*568  100 

Nitrogen     ....      52*240  254 

Carbonic  acid  .     .     .       27*192  132 


100*000 


It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  while  the  quantity  of  nitrogen 
is  only  1*97  per  cent,  less  than  in  surface-water,  the  quantity  of 
oxygen  is  diminished  by  4*48  per  cent.,  and  the  quantity  of 
carbonic  acid  increased  by  6*45  per  cent.  This  difference  is 
greater  if  bottom-waters  only  are  compared  with  surface-waters. 


80  Surface. 

24  Intermediate. 

85  Bottom. 

Peroeut. 

Proportion. 

Per  cent. 

Proportion. 

Per  cent. 

Propor- 
tion. 

Oxygen    .    .    . 
Nitrogen  .    .     . 
Carbonic  acid    . 

25*05 
54*21 
20*74 

100 

216 

83 

22*03 
51*82 
26*15 

100 
235 
119 

19*53 
52*60 

27*87 

100 
261 
143 

100*00 

100-00 

100*00 

The  two  series  of  analyses,  before  referred  to,  performed 
during  the  second  cruise  upon  intermediate  waters  at  successive 
depths  over  the  same  spot,  both  show  a  regular  increase  of  the 
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carbonic  acid  and  dimlnntion  of  the  oxygen,  as  tbe  depth 
increases,  the  percentage  of  nitrogen  Taiying  bnt  sli^tly. 

These  general  results  appear  to  show  that  tbe  oxj^^n  dimi- 
nisbes  and  the  carbonic  acid  iacreaset  with  the  depth  antfl  the 
bottom  is  reached  ;  bnt  that  at  the  bottom,  whatever  tbe  depth 
from  tbe  surface,  the  proportions  of  carbonic  acid  and  of  oxygen 
do  not  conform  to  this  lav,  bottom-water  at  a  comparatively 
small  depth  often  contnining  as  moch  carbonic  acid  and  as  little 
oxygen  as  intermediate  water  at  a  greater  depth.  Xo  instance 
occurred  during  the  first  two  cmises  in  which  (where  samples 
of  snrface-  and  intermediate  or  bottom-waters  were  taken  at  the 
same  place)  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  was  less  and  of 
oxygen  greater  than  at  the  snrface ;  the  only  exception  occnrred 
in  the  third  cniise,  at  a  place  where,  it  is  believed,  currents  of 
wat«r  were  meeting. 

It  was  frequently  noticed  that  a  large  percentage  of  carbonic 
acid  in  bottom-water  was  accompanied  by  an  abundance  of 
animal  life,  as  shown  by  the  dredge ;  and  that  where  the  dredge- 
results  were  barren,  the  quantity  of  carbouic  acid  was  much 
smaller.  The  greatest  percentage  of  carbonic  acid  ever  found 
was  accompanied  by  an  abundance  of  life;  while  at  a  short 
distance  (62  fathoms)  above  the  bottom,  the  proportion  of  car- 
bonic acid  was  conformable  to  the  law  of  variation  with  depth 
before  referred  to : — 

Botlnm,  SK  rnu.  90*  fni.  TM  ftu. 

Oxygen 1722  17-79  18-76 

Nitrogen 3450  48-46  49-32 

CwbonicMid     .     .     .       4S-2a  3375  31-92 


The  lowest  percentile  of  carbonic  acid  (7'93)  ever  found  in 
bottom-water,  occurring  at  a  depth  of  362  fathoms,  was  ac- 
companiefl  by  a  "  very  bad  haul." 

In  crossing  the  wide  channel  from  the  north-west  of  Ireland 
towards  Rockall,  where  the  water  for  some  distance  is  over 
1,000  fathoms  depth,  so  that  the  other  circumstances  varied  very 
little,  if  at  all,  the  proportion  of  carbonic  acid  appeared  to  vary 
with  tbe  dredge-results ;  so  that  the  analyst  ventured  to  predict 
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whether  the  collection  would  be  good  or  not  before  the  dredge 
came  to  the  surface — drawing  his  inference  from  the  results  of 
his  analyses  of  the  gases  of  the  bottom-water.  In  each  case 
his  prediction  was  justified  by  the  result. 


Station  17. 

Statiow  19. 

Station  SO. 

Station  81. 

1,42A  ftna. 

1,860  ftns. 

1,443  fhis. 

1,476  fini. 

Oxygen  .     .     . 

1614 

17-92 

21-34 

16-68 

Nitrogen     .     . 

.       48-78 

45-88 

47-51 

43-46 

Carbonic  acid  . 

.       35-07 

36-20 

3115 

39-86 

100-00  100-00  100-00  100-00 

Good  haul.    Good  haul.      Bad  haul.     €k)od  hauL 

In  the  analyses  made  of  the  water  in  the  cold  area,  and 
generally  in  the  thii-d  cruise,  there  appears,  as  might  be 
expected  from  the  various  currents,  &c.,  a  greater  variation  in 
the  results  than  in  the  other  series.  In  the  bottom-  and  inter- 
mediate waters  the  nitrogen  appears  to  be  rather  in  excess  of 
the  average,  and  the  carbonic  acid  has  a  large  range  of  varia- 
tion— from  7*58  per  cent  at  Station  47  (540  fathoms,  temp. 
43*'-8)  to  45-79  per  cent,  at  Station  52  (384  fathoms,  30*^-6 
Fahr.).  The  average  of  the  surface-waters  is  much  the  same  as 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  cruise. 

It  may  be  worth  notice  that  in  localities  where  the  greatest 
depths  did  not  exceed  150  fathoms,  the  results  of  the  gas-analysis 
of  bottom-  and  surface-water  were  frequently  so  nearly  the  same, 
whatever  the  amount  of  animal  life  on  the  bottom,  as  to  lead 
to  the  supposition  that  there  might  be  at  that  limit  a  sufficient 
circulation,  either  of  the  particles  of  the  water  itself  or  of  the 
gases  dissolved  in  it,  to  keep  the  gaseous  constitution  alike 
throughout  The  coincidence  of  this  depth  with  the  extreme 
depth  at  which  fish  are  usually  found  to  exist  in  these  seas  is 
suggestive. 

Organic  matter. — With  a  view  to  test  the  method  of  analysis 
by  permanganate  of  potash,  two  or  three  series  of  analyses  were 
made  where  fresh  and  salt  water  mixed  together,  as  in  Eillibegs 
Harbour,  Donegal  Bay,  &c. ;  and  the  results  in  all  cases  justified 
the  expectation  formed,  that  the  amount  of  permanganate  was 
an  index  of  the  comparative  purity  of  the  water,  both  as  regards 
the  "  decomposed  "  and  the  **  decomposable  "  organic  matter. 
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Disregarding  the  above  series,  a  total  of  134  experiments  were 
made  upon  sea-water,  which  may  be  thns  divided : — 

S6  upon  sorfMe-mter, 


134 

daring  the  first  and  third  cmiaes. 

The  results  are  given  in  the  qaantity  of  oxygen  in  fractions 
of  a  gramme  required  to  oxidize  the  organic  matter  in  a  litre  of 
water. 

Average  of  56  analyses  of  snriace-water : — 

No. 

88.  Decompowd .    .    .      OOOOSS  J 
S8.  DecompMable 

Mulmnni.        Htulniinn. 
Decomposed  .     .     .     0-00094     I     0-00000     |     4  ca 
Decomposable    .    .     Q-OOIOO         0^>0000         1  ca 
Total      .    .    .    000194     I    0-00000    |     1  ca 

Average  of  18  analyses  of  intermediate  water  : — 

So. 

9.  Deconipoaed  . 
9,  Decompoialile 

In  7  oat  of  9  there  was  no  "  decomposed  "  organic  matter ; 
and  in  3  out  of  9  there  was  no  oi-ganic  matter  at  all,  as  indi- 
cated by  this  test. 

In  this  series  the  analyses  of  the  observations  made  during 
the  second  cruise  are  not  included,  as  the  calculations  have 
been  differently  made. 

Average  of  60  analyses  of  bottom-water : — 

No, 

2C.  Decomposed 

34.  Decomposable 

Hulninm,         tllnlmam. 

DeoompoMd  .     .     ,    0-OO106     I    0-00000 

Decomposable     .     .     0-00148  1)00000 

Tot»l       .     .     .     000263     1     0-00000 
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These  figures  appear  to  show  (1)  that  intermediate  waters  are 
more  free  from  organic  contamination  than  either  surface-  or 
bottom-waters,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  comparative 
absence  of  animal  life  in  these  waters ;  (2)  that  the  total  absence 
of  organic  matter  is  least  frequent  in  bottom-waters,  and  most 
frequent  in  intermediate  waters,  surface-waters  occupying  a 
middle  place  in  this  respect ;  and  (3)  that  there  is  not  much 
difference  between  bottom-  and  surface-waters,  either  in  the 
total  quantity  of  organic  contamination  or  in  the  relative  pro- 
portions of  the  "decomposed"  and  "easily  decomposable" 
organic  matter. 

It  may  be  worth  notice  that  when  the  bottom-water  from 
great  depths  was  muddy,  tests  made  before  and  after  filtration 
showed  that  some  of  the  organic  matter  was  removed  by  this 
operation. 


APPENDIX  B. 

RestUts  of  the  Analyses  of  Eight  Samples  of  Sea- Water  col- 
lected during  the  Third  Cruise  of  the  *  Porcupine'  By  Dr. 
Frankland,  F.RS. 

ROTAL  COLLBGK  OF  ChEMISTRT, 

November  15e^,  1869. 

Dear  Dr.  Carpenter, — Herewith  I  enclose  results  of  analyses 
of  the  samples  of  sea-water  collected  during  your  recent  cruise 
in  the  *  Porcupine.' 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  draw  any  general  conclusions  from  these 
results;  your  own  intimate  knowledge  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  difierent  samples  were  collected  will  enable  you 
to  do  this  much  better  than  I. 

There  is,  however,  one  point  which  is  highly  remarkable,  and 
to  which  I  would  draw  your  attention ;  it  is  the  large  amount  of 
very  highly  nitrogenized  organic  matter  contained  in  most  of 
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tbe  samples,  as  shown  of  the  determinatioiiB  of  organic 
carbon  and  organic  nitrogen,  and  the  proportion  of  organic 
carbon  to  organic  nitrogen.  For  the  purposes  of  comparison,  I 
have  appended  the  results  of  analyses  of  Thames-wHter  and  ot  , 
the  water  of  Loch  Katrine,  the  fonner  representing  probably 
about  a  fair  average  of  the  proportion  of  organic  nitrogen 
reaching  the  sea  in  the  rivers  of  this  country,  but  being  pre- 
somably  considerably  greater  than  that  contributed  by  riversin 
other  parts  of  the  world.  If  this  be  so,  it  follows  either  that 
soluble  nitrogenous  organic  matter  is  being  generated  from  inor- 
ganic materials  in  the  sea,  or  that  this  matter  is  undergoing  con- 
centration by  the  evaporation  of  the  ocean, — the  rivers  and 
streams  continually  furnishing  additional  quantities  whilst  the 
water  evaporated  takes  none  away. 

The  amounts  of  carbonate  of  lime  given  in  the  table  are 
obtained  by  adding  the  number  3  (representing  the  solubility 
of  carbonate  of  lime  in  pure  water)  to  the  temporary  hardness 
which  denotes  the  carbonate  of  lime  thrown  down  on  boiling. 
As  the  determination  of  temporary  hardness  in  water  containing 
80  much  saline  matter  is  not  very  accurate,  the  numbers  in  the 
columns  headed  '  Temporary  Hardness '  and  '  Carbonate  of  Lime ' 
must  only  be  regarded  as  rough  approximations  to  the  truth ; 
moreover,  a  small  proportion  of  carbonate  of  magnesia  is  mixed 
with  the  carbonate  of  Hme  and  estimated  with  it. 

In  all  their  peculiar  features  these  analytical  results  agree 
with  those  which  I  have  previously  obtained  from  numerous 
samples  of  sea-water  collected  by  myself  off  Wofthing  and 
Hastings. 

Yours  very  truly, 

E.  Frankland. 
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Notes  on   Specimens   of  the   Bottom   collected  during  the  Firit 
Cruise  of  the  '  Porcttpim  '  in  1869.    By  David  Forbes,  F.RS. 

Atlantic  Mud  contained  in  a  small  bottle  marked  '  Soundings, 
No.  20,  1,443  fathoms.' 

A  complete  analysis  of  this  sample  shows  its  chemical  com- 
position to  be  as  follows  ; — 

t'arboiiiite  of  tinip 5U'l:i 

AluminA '  ('  soluble  in  acida ') Vi'A 

Smquioxidc  of  iron  ('  soluble  hi  ncids ')     .     .     .  S'lT 

Silica  (in  a  soluble  condition) 5'04 

Fine  insoluble  firitly  sand  (rock  debrk)     .     .    .  26'77 

Wnter      .     .     .     .' 2-9(i 

Organic  matler 41!) 

(^loride  of  sodium  and  "thtr  soluble  wills     .     .  ""4« 

HKVno 

If  we  compare  the  clieuiical  composition  as  above  with  tliat 
of  ordinary  challt,  which  consists  all  but  entirely  of  carbonate 
of  lime,  and  seldom  contains  more  than  from  2  to  4  per  cent. 
of  foreign  matter  {clay,  silica,  &c.),  it  will  be  seen  that  it  differs 
chiefly  in  containing  so  very  lai^e  an  amount  of  rock-matter 
in  a  fine  state  of  division.  If  we  subtract  the  water,  organic 
matter,  and  marine  salts,  wliicli  would  probably  in  gi-eatest 
part  be  removed  before  such  mud  could  in  process  of  ages  be 
converted  into  solid  rock,  even  then  the  amount  of  carbonate 
of  lime  or  pure  chalk  would  not  Ite  more  than  h(  highest  some 
(lO  per  cent,  of  the  nuiss. 

As  audi  depraita  nmst  naturally  be  expected  to  vary  greatly 
in  mechanical  character  and  chemical  composition,  it  would  be 
'  With  phosphoric  orid. 
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premature  to  generalize  as  to  the  actual  nature  of  the  deposits 
now  in  course  of  formation  in  the  depths  of  the  Atlantic,  before 
a  careful  examination  had  been  made  of  a  series  of  such  speci- 
mens from  difierent  localities.  The  soluble  silica  is  principally 
from  silicious  organisms. 

As  regards  the  probable  origin  of  the  pebbles  and  gravel 
found  in  the  various  dredgings,  it  will  be  at  once  seen,  from 
the  description,  that  they  consist  principally  of  fragments  of 
volcanic  rocks  and  crystalline  schists.  The  former  of  these  have 
in  all  probability  come  from  Iceland  or  Jan  Mayen ;  whilst  the 
latter,  associated  as  they  are  with  small  fragments  of  grey  and 
somewhat  altered  calcareous  rock,  would  appear  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  north-west  coast  of  Ireland,  where  the  rocks 
are  quite  identical  in  mineral  character.  The  north  of  Scotland 
and  its  islands  also  contain  similar  rocks ;  but,  without  being 
at  all  positive  on  this  head,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  they  have  been  derived  from  Ireland,  and  not  necessarily 
connected  with  any  glacial  phenomena,  believing  that  their 
presence  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  ordinary  action  of  marine 
currents. 

Pebbles  from  1,215  Fathoms  (Station  28). 

The  stones  were  all  subangular,  the  edges  being  all  more 
or  less  worn  or  altogether  rounded  off.  The  specimens  were 
thirty-eight  in  number,  and,  upon  examination,  were  found  to 
consist  of — 

5  Hornblende  schist ;  the  largest  of  these  (which  also  was  the 
largest  in  size  of  the  entire  series)  weighed  421  grains  (| 
of  an  ounce),  was  extremely  compact,  and  was  composed 
of  black  hornblende,  dirty-coloured  quartz,  and  some 
garnet. 
2  Mica  scliist;   quartz  with  mica,  the  largest  weighing  20 

grains. 
5  Grey  pretty  compact  limestone,  the  largest  being  7  grains 

in  weight. 
2  Fragments   (showing  the  cleavage  faces  rounded  off  on 
edges)  of  orthoclase  (potash  felspar),  evidently  derived 

L  L  2 
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from  granite ;  the  largest  of  the  two  fregmests  weighed 
15  grains. 
5  Quartz,  milky  ia  colour  or  colourless ;  the  largest  of  these 
weighed  90}  grains,  aDd  showed  evidence  of  having  been 
derived  from  the  quartz-veins  so  common  in  clay-slate. 
19  Fragments  of  true  volcanic  lava,  most  of  which  were  very 
—      light  and  scoriaceond  (vesicular),  although  some  small 
:!8       ones  were  compact  and  crj'Stalline ;   and  in  these  the 
minerals  augite,  olivine,  and   glassy  felspar  (Sanadine) 
could  be  dbtinctly  recognized.     Among  these  were  frag- 
ments   of    trachytic,    trachydoleritic,     and     pj-roxeoic 
(basaltic)  lavas,  quite  similar  to  those  of  Iceland  or  Jan 
Msyen   of  the   present   period,   from   which   they   had 
probably  been  derived. 

Gkavel  from  1,443  Fathoms  (.^^TATrox  20). 

This  sample  of  gravel  consisted  of  718  subangular  fragments, 
in  general  not  above  from  J  to  J  grain  in  weight,  with  occasion- 
ally some  of  a  little  greater  size  ;  but  the  most  considerable  of 
all  (a  fragment  of  mica  schist)  only  weighed  3  grains.  They 
consisted  of: — 

.1  Fragments  of  orthoclase  felspar. 

4  Bituminous  or  carbonaceous  shale  {?  if  not  accidental). 
a  Fragments  of  shell  (undistinguishable  species). 
4  Oranite,  containing  quartz,  orthoclase,  and  muscovite, 
15  Grey  compact  limestone. 
09  Quartzose  mica  schist. 

317  Hornblende  schist ;  sometimes  containing  garnets. 
27-'i  Quartzitc  fragments,  with  a  very  few  fragments  of  clear 
quartz.  The  majority  of  the  pieces  being  of  a  dirty 
colour,  often  cemented  together,  were  evidently  the 
debris  of  quartzite  rocks  or  beds  of  indurated  sandstone, 
and  not  from  granite. 
28  Black   compact   rock,  containing  augite,  most  probably  a 

volcanic  basalt. 

718 
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From  1,263  Fathoms  (Station  22). 

A  single  rounded  pebble,  weighing  18  grains,  chiefly  quai'tz, 
with  a  little  of  a  black  mineral  hornblende  or  tourmaline,  prob- 
ably from  a  metamorphic  schist. 

Gravel  from  1,366  Fathoms  (Station  19a). 

Consisted  of  51  small  subangular  pieces  of  rock,  all  less  than 
^  grain  in  weight,  excepting  only  one  fragment  angular)  of 
quartz,  which  weighed  2  grains ;  they  consisted  of — 

19  Fragments  of  quartz,  all  of  which  appeared  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  disintegration  of  crystalline  schists,  and 
not  from  granite. 

9  Hornblende  schist 

8  Mica  schist 

7  Loose,  dirty-white  tufaceous  limestone. 

3  Small  fragments  of  augite  or  tourmaline  (?  which). 
1  Fi-agment  of  quartz,  with  tourmaline. 

4  Fragments  of  indistinct  and  uncertain  character. 

ol 

Gravel  from  1,476  Fathoms  (Station  21). 

Six  small  subangular  fragments,  the  largest  of  which  did  not 
exceed  two  grains  in  weight ;  they  were  respectively — 

1  Yellow  quartz 

1  Qiiartzose  chlorite  schist. 

3  Mica  schist 

1  Small  fragment,  apparently  of  volcanic  lava, 

6 

The  specimen  from  Rockall  is  not  a  fragment  of  any  normal 
rock,  but  is  only  a  brecciaform  aggregate,  principally  consisting 
of  quartz,  felspar,  and  crystals  of  green  hornblende,  held  to- 
gether by  a  silicious  cement  It  has  evidently  been  broken 
from  the  projecting  edge  of  a  fault  or  vein  fissure ;  and  although 
it  cannot  settle  the  matter  definitely  as  to  what  rocks  this  islet 
may  really  be  composed  of,   it  would   indicate   that  it  most 
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probably  is  a  mass  of  homblendic  gneiss  or  scbist,  and  certtutily 
not  of  true  volcanic  origin.  1  may  mention  that  it  does  not  at 
all  resemble  any  of  the  fragments  found  in  the  deep-sea  dredgings 
which  I  have  as  yet  esaniined. 


APPENDIX    D. 

Note  on  Ifu  Carbonic  Acid  conlaintd  in  Sea-Wattr.  By  JoGOt 
YouMo  BccHAMA.v,  M.A.,  Chemist  to  the  'Challenger' 
Expedition. 

At  a  meeting '  of  the  Chemical  Society  last  summer,  Dr. 
HimJy  mentioned  that  Dr.  Jacobsen,  of  Kiel,  had  found  that 
carbuuic  acid  is  only  veiy  imperfectly  separated  from  eea-water 
by  boiling  in  vacuo.  This  was  confirmed  by  Dr.  Jacol>fien  him- 
self in  a  letter  to  NaiuTc  of  August  8,  1872.  Almost  at  the 
very  same  time  the  Gennan  North  Sea  Expedition  arrived  in 
Leith,  vhen  I  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  confirmation  of 
it  from  his  own  mouth,  as  well  as  his  conjecture  that  it  wan 
probably  owing  to  the  presence  of  salts  with  water  of  lial- 
liydration,  such  aa  sulphate  of  magnesia,  that  the  carbonic  acid 
was  retained  with  such  vigour. 

Having  assuretl  myself  by  experiment  that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  carbonic  acid  is  retained  by  sea-water  with  conttidcrable 
euei^,  the  last  traces  of  it  having  scarcely  disappeared  before 
the  contents  of  the  retort  were  reduced  to  dryness,  1  set  on  foot 
a  series  of  analytical  experiments,  so  as  to  determine  which  of 
the  salts  it  was,  whose  presence  was  the  cause  of  the  anomnly 
in  question.  The  result  of  these  experiments  was  shortly  this : 
Distilled  water,  solution  of  chloride  of  sodium  and  soliitkiB 
of  chloride  of  magnesium,  each  saturated  with  carbonic  Kcid, 
behaved  on  distillation  alike,  giving  off  the  whole  of  their  CM- 
bonic  acid  in  the  first  eighth  of  tlie  distillate  SoluUons,  how- 
ever, tif  snlphate  of  magnesia  and  of  sulphate  of  linut  behaved  Uka 
'  Cheiulc&l  Soviet;  Jnunul,  Mi,  p.  -inA. 
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the  othew  at  first,  giving  oflF  the  surplus  carbonic  acid  dissolved 
in  the  first  eighth  of  the  distillate.  The  amount  of  carbonic  acid 
coming  off  then  fell  very  low,  gradually  increasing,  however, 
until  a  half  had  been  distilled  over,  when  the  amount  coming 
off  again  reached  a  maximum,  the  quantity  then  diminishing, 
but  rarely  entirely  disappearing  as  the  contents  of  the  retort 
approached  dryness.  It  is  clear,  then,  that  in  the  sulphates  of 
magnesia  and  lime  we  have  an  agent  capable  of  retaining  car- 
bonic acid  in  the  way  in  which  we  see  it  in  sea-water;  whether 
there  may  be  other  agents  present,  capable  of  doing  the  same 
work,  will  be  brought  to  light  when  the  subject  has  been  more 
fully  investigated.  An  independent  set  of  experiments  were 
made  on  the  variation  with  pressure  of  the  coefficient  of  ab- 
sorption for  carbonic  acid  of  a  solution  containing  1*23  per  cent, 
of  crystallized  sulphate  of  magnesia,  kept  at  a  constant  tem- 
perature of  ll"*  C.  The  result  was,  that  at  610  mm.  pressure  the 
sulphate  of  magnesia  solution  dissolved  sensibly  the  same  quan- 
tity of  carbonic  acid  as  the  same  volume  of  water  would  have 
done ;  in  other  words,  their  coefficients  of  absorption  were  iden- 
tical. Below  610  mm.  that  of  the  saline  solution  was  the  greater ; 
above  610  mm.  the  reverse  was  the  case.  The  curve,  however, 
is  not  a  straight  line,  and  it  appears  to  cut  that  of  water  again 
at  a  pressure  of  about  800  mm. 

The  facts  above  related  naturally  suggest  to  the  chemist  the 
question,  what  is  the  body  formed  when  sulphate  of  magnesia 
and  qarbonic  acid  meet  each  other  in  solution  ? 

It  is  clear  that,  besides  the  carbonic  acid  dissolved,  there  is 
some  retained  by  a  stronger  bond,  and  which  is  only  liberated 
when  the  concentration  has  proceeded  a  certain  distance.  Is 
the  decomposition  caused  by  the  loss  of  water,  or  by  the  rise  of 
boiling-point  ?  The  difference  between  the  boiling-points  of  the 
solution,  when  it  has  just  ceased  to  give  off  the  merely  dissolved 
carbonic  acid,  and  when  the  retained  gas  is  being  given  off  in 
greatest  quantity,  does  not  exceed  1*"  C. ;  and  it  is  difficult  to 
believe  that  the  compound  should  remain  practically  intact  at 
101°  and  decompose  rapidly  at  102°.  Again,  if  the  compound 
is  decomposed  by  the  water  alone,  we  should  expect,  that  the 
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more  dilute  the  solution,  the  easier  would  be  the  decomposition. 
Adopting  ErleDmeyer'a  view  of  the  position  of  the  halhydration 
wat*r  in  siil phate  of  magnesia  (HO  —  Mg  —  0  —  SO,  —  OH),  we 
might  suppose  the  carbonic  acid  simply  to  replace  the  molecule 

of  water,  thns — Mg\Q CO  x*^ '  ^^^  ^^  would  be  contrary  to 

all  analogy  for  such  a  body  to  be  more  stable  in  dilute  than 
in  moderately  concentrated  solutions  of  the  same  temperature. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  suppose  the  CO,  to  interpose  itself 
between  the  Mg  and  the  basic  HO.  we  have  a  body  of  this  form ; 
HO  —  CO  —  6  —  Mg  —  0  —  SO,  —  OH.  It  is  conceivable  that 
such  a  body  wonld  in  the  process  of  concentration  become  dehy- 
drated, when  the  anhydrous  salt  ^ti\(\^rrty  ^  would  be 
formed,  which  would  then  split  up  intoCO,  and  MgSO,,  .iVasuniing 
now  that  the  body  formed  has  this  constitution,  it  is  evident  that, 
for  R  given  mixture  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  water  and  carbonic 
acid,  the  amount  of  the  above  body  formed  will  be  a  function 
of  ihe  temperature,  the  pressure  and  the  dnration  of  their 
action  upon  one  another.  Ifow,  at  great  depths  in  tiie  sea, 
n-here  atmospheric  inttuences  are  insensible,  tliese  conditions  are 
most  completely  fullilled.  The  temperature  is  low,  the  pressure 
high.and  the  time  practically  unlimited.  Sea-water  contains  on  an 
average  about  two  grammes  of  crystallized  sulphate  of  magnesia 
in  the  litre ;  and  if  the  reaction  were  complete,  the  two  grammes 
of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  or  one  litre  of  sea-water,  would  at^orb 
1814  cubic  centimetres  of  carbonic  acid.  Supposing  only  one- 
fifth  part  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia  to  be  thus  saturated 
with  carbonic  acid,  we  have  provision  in  one  litre  of  ««- 
water  for  the  removal  of  over  36  cubic  centimetres  of  car- 
bonic acid.  We  have  thus  in  the  sulphates  (for  the  lime-aalt 
appears  to  oct  even  more  energetically)  an  sgcnt  wliich  ill 
Ihe  ocean  depths  performs  one  of  the  two  important  functions 
of  plants  in  shallow  waters  and  in  the  air,  namely,  the  removal 
of  the  carbonic  acid  eliminated  by  the  animals;  the  taalc  of 
replenifthiiig  the  oxygen  supply  is  accomplished  by  the  syBtetn 
of  oc«an  circulation.    Moreover,  it  would  be  difficult  to  concein 
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circumstances  more  favourable  to  the  fonnation  of  this  body  than 
those  which  exist  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  The  temperature 
is  generally  little  over  that  of  melting  ice ;  the  pressure  often 
exceeds  several  hundred  atmospheres ;  whilst  the  carbonic  acid, 
being  produced  gradually,  and  coming  in  statu  nascendis  in  con- 
tact with  the  saline  solution,  is  in  the  condition  most  favourable 
for  easily  entering  into  chemical  combination. 

The  amount  of  this  salt  formed  depending  on  the  pressure,  it 
is  evident  that,  on  bringing  up  a  sample  of  water  from  a  great 
depth,  a  part  of  the  carbonic  acid,  which  was  bound  before,  will 
become  free  under  the  atmospheric  pressure ;  and,  moreover,  as 
the  amount  decomposed  varies  with  the  time,  it  is  evident  that 
the  amount  of  free  carbonic  acid,  obtained  by  boiling  in  vacuo, 
will  vary  with  the  depths  from  which  the  sample  was  obtained, 
with  the  time  it  stands  before  boiling,  with  the  temperature  to 
which  it  is  exposed  during  boiling,  and  with  the  duration  of  that 
operation.  Hence  it  is  easy  to  see  how,  assuming  the  body 
above  mentioned  to  have  been  formed.  Dr.  Jacobsen  found  that 
the  quantity  Of  carbonic  acid  obtained  by  boiling  in  vacuo  was' 
no  measure  of  the  amount  actually  present,  and  that  even 
portions  of  the  same  sample  gave  discordant  results. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  remarks  that  solutions  of  car- 
bonic acid  in  sea-water  and  in  blood  resemble  each  other  in 
almost  every  particular ;  only  in  the  latter  the  retaining  body  is 
phosphate  of  soda,  whilst  in  the  former  it  is  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia, both  of  which  contain  constitutional  water.  The  physical 
conditions,  under  which  carbonic  acid  is  eliminated  from  the 
blood  and  from  sea-water,  are  also  very  similar. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  behaviour  of  carbonic  acid  and 
of  other  gases  to  saline  solutions,  there  is  a  practically  unlimited 
field  for  useful  research.  The  determination  of  the  absorption 
coefficients  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  solution  for  carbonic  acid 
alone,  under  varying  conditions  of  temperature,  pressure,  con- 
centration, and  duration  of  action,  would  aflford  interesting  and 
profitable  occupation  for  more  than  one  chemist 
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